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FOREWORD

At the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000, a large number of Heads of States and
Government adopted the Millennium Declaration that set common numerical and time-bound goals in key
development areas. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are about halving extreme poverty and
hunger by 2015; achieving universal primary education for both girls and boys; reducing under-five mor-
tailty and maternal mortality by two-thirds and three-quarters, respectively: reversing the spread of
HIV/AIDS and malaria; ensuring environmental sustainability; and developing a global partnership for
development.

The international community is joining forces together like never before to fight global poverty. The
International Conference on Financing for Development, which took place in March 2002 in Monterrey.
addressed a critical prerequisite for achieving MDGs, i.e. identifying adequate international and national
resources with the appropriate macro-economic policies to bring about fairer and more equitable devel-
opment. However, if a global resources strategy is surely needed to meet MDGs, a new cffort is clearly
required to develop a country-by-country appreach in monitoring progress to date, quantifving the costs
and the capacity that is necessary to absorb and utilize funds effectively. It is in this context that the
United Nations, through the UN Development Group, is now helping countries to develop such strategies
by prducing MDG progress reports.

Egypt has been an active participant in all international conferences and has ratified almost all internation-
al conventions. The Government hosted the International Conference for Population and Development
(ICPD), in Cairo, 1994, while the President of the Republic recently reaffirmed Egypts commitment to
address vigorously its development priorities. such as eradicating illiteracy in the framework of the EFA
(Education for All), curbing overpopulation, involving vouth and supporting women s role in society. The
present paper reveals that the Government made significant progress towards achieving the MDGs, and is
potentially on track on all of them. However. progress to date has been somewhat uneven, fast and sustained
in some MDGs (child and maternal mortality, curbing malaria and other diseases) while a bit slower in oth-
ers (poverty reduction, education, gender empowerment, and the environment).

With approximately 40% of Egypt’s population belonging to the young age cohorts, providing universal
education and full employment becomes a difficult task. The required number of school buildings until the
year 2002 has been estimated at 19,947, of which 7,500 were built during the period 1992-1997 at a cost
of L.E. 6.8 billion. Equipping schools with the proper educational tools, modernizing institutions and curla,
as well as having the right calibre of teachers in sufficient quantities, are other issues of scale. The cost of
eradicating illiteracy, due to its high prevalence in Egypt, especially among women, has been estimated at
L.E. 600 million per year (i.e. L.E. 3 billion over the next five years), to reach 4 million illiterates per year
i.e. 20 million in five years.

Furthermore, reducing unemployment — a major cause of poverty — does not only require keeping jobs and
social security for those employed, but also creating more than 600.000 new jobs per year for new entrants
in the labour force over the next several years. On the other hand, global events that marked the beginning
of the twenty-first century have not been merciful with regards to sustaining the level of economic growth
that is necessary to create employment. This is especially true if related to the structural adjustment and
cconomic reform towards a market economy, underway in Egypt since the early 1990s. The blow given to
Egypt's tourism industry in the aftermath of 11th September 2001 1s a case in point, as tourism counts as
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one of the main sources of national income together with remittances from Egyptians working abroad,
reenues from the Suez Canal, and oil.

The few illustrative cases given above are meant to put in perspective the tasks ahead and the costs involved
in reaching the millennium goals, given the size of the population, the legacy of problems the country is to
solve, the impact of structural adjustment programs and external factors. This baseline report does not
embark in a detailed analysis of the costs involved in achieving the MDGs. In future reports, the UN
Country Team will attempt to design a more sophisticated methodology for tracking progress, reflecting on
the financial implications of implementing the Millennium Agenda, and presenting a more accurate system
of projections. Successive reports will ensure that monitoring will take place combining globally accepted
targets and indicators with more country specific ones.

By providing a baseline picture of the country vis-e-vis the MDGs, the present report can be used as a
coplementary tool to facilitate policy dialogue among a variety of stakeholders, and be particularly helpful
in supporting the national development planning process, by highlighting the interrelation of development
policies and serving as a benchmarking instrument for locally established development targets.

The paper was produced in parallel with the finalization of the UN Development Assistance Framework
UNDAF (2002 — 2006), and thanks to the efforts of the Public Administration Research and Consultation
Center (PARC) of Cairo University. The Central Agency for Statistics and Public Mobilization (CAP-
MAS) was fully involved in this exercise. CAPMAS is the source of all data provided in the report unless
stated otherwise. For each MDG the paper addresses the following issues: (1) Status and trends; (2) Main
challenges for achieving the goal; (3) Suppertive environment; (4) Priorities for development assistance;
and, (5) Monitoring and evaluation.
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MDGs Status at a Glance

Will the Goal/Target Be Met State of Supportive Environment
Goals/Targets
Probably Potentially Unlikely Lack of | Strong Fair Weak but  Weak
Data improving
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