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UPCOMING SUCO
ELECTIONS

On 29 October 2016 the
third Suco elections will
take place. The final num-
ber of registered candi-
dates for the Suco Elec-
tions were announced to
be 2071 candidates. These
Suco Elections will take
place with minimum UN
or international assistance,
with UNDP only providing
technical support in spe-
cialized areas through a
project entitled Leverag-
ing Electoral Assistance for
Regionalized Nation-Build-
ing (LEARN), which is
funded by the govern-
ments of Japan and Korea.
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PROJECT SUMMARY

UNDP’s  electoral pro-
gramme builds on the
achievements of current
and recent projects in
democratic  governance
and supports a variety of
actors, including Elector-
al Management Bodies
(EMBs), civil society organi-
zations, the media, the jus-
tice sector and the nation-
al police. The programme
will include technical assis-
tance to the EMBs as well
as support to voter educa-
tion, the political participa-
tion of women and youth,
political journalism, elec-
toral justice, and election
security. This cross-cut-
ting and multi-pronged
assistance will enhance
the institutional capacity
of Timor-Leste's state ac-
tors and will help consol-
idate local and national
democracy in Timor-Leste.
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RubliciinformationiGampaign

UNDP supports the Electoral Management Bodies in
their public information campaign to raise awareness
of the Suco Election on 29 October 2016 through a
variety of media such as TV, newspapers, social me-
dia, posters and a large billboard in the centre of Dili.
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Promotional Film for the
Suco Elections:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ulfAOzQAn4s

UNDP and the Government
of Japan signed a cost-shar-
ing agreement on 12 August
2016 to formalize funding
support of over US$3.7 mil-
lion (JPY 388,000,000) for
an umbrella programme
on "Electoral Assistance for
Social Inclusion, Multi-Tier
Governance, and Strength-

ening of Rule of Law in
Timor-Leste (2016-2018)."
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"..I hope that the upcoming elections will
be conducted in a free and fair manner and
without violence and political instability”

H.E. Mr. Eiji Yamamoto
Ambassador of Japan

—2



_

©Yuichi Ishida /UNDP

Handover:CeremonyZofiPolling!Material

On 24 October 2016, STAE

held a ceremony to hand

over polling materials to

the municipal representa-

tives (ballot boxes, ballot

paper, polling instructions

and ID cards). The ceremo-

ny was led by the Direc-

tor-General of STAE in the

presence of the President

of CNE, Secretary of State

for the Ministry of State Ad- W) 5= a8
ministration, and the Third =g ::;I?:-{’-‘ff’f‘-”-f-
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On the same day, UNDP also
completed a handover of ID
cards for polling staff, public
information posters, and bro-
chures featuring instructions
onthe Suco Electionsto STAE.
The production and printing
of these materials were sup-
ported by UNDP and fund-
ed by the people of Japan
and the Republic of Korea.
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First Suco Elections

In 2004-2005 the Suco Elec-
tions were the first elections
conducted by Timor-Leste's
electoral management bod-
ies under an election law
adopted by the Parliament
of Timor-Leste after the res-
toration of independence in
2002. These elections were
intended to help strengthen
and disseminate the princi-
plesof democracy and good
governance by enhancing
citizens’ participation in the
electoral process, there-
by contributing to political
stabilization and the con-
solidation of peace and rec-
onciliation in Timor-Leste.

The Suco Elections of 2004-
2005 marked the beginning

of a process to decentralize
government structures and
help improve the transpar-
ency of local government,
the accountability of local
elected leaders as well as
their democratic legitima-
cy. These elections saw, for
the first time, the creation
of a Voter Registration Da-
tabase and the institu-
tionalization of quotas for
youth, elders and women.
The legal framework was
developed by STAE with
support from UNDP. The

elections were conduct-
ed successfully  follow-
ing with internation-
al  electoral standards.

Second Suco Elections

In 2009 the second Suco
Elections took place with
strong UN support from the
United Nations Electoral
Support Team (UNEST). To
defuse tensions, these elec-
tions were arranged so that
the contest was between
individual candidates. That
is, the elections were con-
tested by competing teams
of 10 members to fill all the
council positions, in the
name of individuals rather
than as members or can-
didates of political parties.
Although some candidates
were known for their po-
litical allegiances, the ex-
clusion of political parties
from directly participating
in these elections gener-
ally enabled the elections
to focus more on local is-
sues and less on the rela-
tive popularity of one po-
litical party over another.
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