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Concept Note 
SDG Roundtable on SDG 15 (with focus on Sustainable Forestry) 

 

The mandate of UNDP Seoul Policy Centre (USPC) is to represent UNDP in Korea, work with Korea on 

international issues, and share Korea’s development experiences with other countries. As part of our 

work on international issues, we are organizing Roundtables focused on SDGs. This upcoming 

Roundtable is one of these. As a knowledge broker and facilitator, the Centre uses the Development 

Solutions Partnership (DSP) approach initiated in 2014 to connect Korea with UNDP’s global network 

and enhance the Korea-UNDP partnership on strategic development issues globally. Based on de-

mand and drawing on the expertise of Korean and international partners together, USPC supports 

selected Country Offices and their partners to apply Korea’s experiences and lessons learned at the 

country level.  

Based on Korea’s own history of rapid development rising from the aftermath of the Korean War and 

becoming a donor country, there is substantial practical experience and knowledge to be shared 

with developing countries today. There is also high demand among developing countries for Korea’s 

know-how. Building on the outcome of this Roundtable, USPC will consider reforestation as a possi-

ble focus area for sharing Korea’s experiences and lessons learned with developing countries. 

 

Background: 

SDGs, Forestry & UNDP 
 

Investing in forests and forestry represents an investment in people and their livelihoods, especially 

the rural poor, youth and women. It is also directly related to the 2030 Agenda, a plan of action for 

people, planet and prosperity. In fact, forestry and its related themes have implications for multiple 
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SDGs and relevant targets and remains at the core of localizing SDGs. Around 1.6 billion people—

encompassing more than 2,000 indigenous cultures—depend on forests for their livelihood. Forests 

are the most biologically-diverse ecosystems on land, home to more than 80% of the terrestrial spe-

cies of animals, plants and insects. They also provide shelter, jobs and security for forest-dependent 

communities. Sustainable Development Goal 15 specifically aims to “protect, restore and promote 

sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and 

halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss”.  

As the United Nations’ global development network, UNDP advocates for change and connects 

countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build better lives. UNDP’s 2014-

2017 Strategic Plan highlights the links among environmental sustainability, poverty, governance, 

gender equality, and resilience. Recognizing the benefits of forests to livelihoods and to ensuring 

ecosystem services, including carbon sequestration, UNDP’s contribution to sustainable forest man-

agement ranges from strengthening forest governance to ensuring the inclusion of indigenous peo-

ples and civil society in sectoral decision making, working with the private sector and governments 

to promote forest-friendly commodity supply chains, and strengthening the livelihoods of forest-

dependent communities. UNDP helps integrate issues of climate and disaster risk at the country lev-

el with a focus on risk-informed and sustainable development and building resilience. 

The Republic of Korea is one of only four countries and the only (former) developing country that 

has a successful history of forest rehabilitation following World War II—together with Germany, the 

UK, and New Zealand according to FAO (1982). There is a timely convergence of UNDP’s work on 

climate change, disaster risk management and sustainable forest management with SDG implemen-

tation within the 2030 Agenda and the Republic of Korea’s successful interventions in reforesting the 

country. 

Korea’s Development Experiences and Lessons Learned 

 

Korea has gone through one of the most rapid urbanization processes the world has seen, which 

contributed to rapid productivity growth, but also produced negative socio-cultural and ecological 

consequences. There is high demand for sharing Korea’s development experiences in tangible and 

pragmatic ways. In particular, Korea’s experience in successfully transforming its denuded land into 

rich forests in less than half a century with its strong forest policy and focused implementation offers 

lessons to developing countries. Its ambitious vision for reforestation and forest expansion, which 

resulted in this achievement remains a source of inspiration for countries grappling with multiple 

development challenges while trying to protect forests by implementing sustainable forestry and 

reforestation. Korea’s experience offers insights into how engagement in nationwide reforestation 

process can work, how to stabilize high forest cover, and what role forests can play in a comprehen-

sive vision of sustainable development.  

In the 1960s, the introduction of the ‘Forest Law and the Erosion Control Law’ and establishment of 
the Korea Forest Service (KFS) marked the start of Korea’s reforestation policy. The Korea Forestry 
Research Institute (KFRI), an affiliate agency under KFS, conducted Korea’s first forest inventory sur-
vey (1964-1969) with support from UNDP and FAO. This field study mapped Korea’s forest areas and 
analysed the land quality and soil conditions. It was followed by other UNDP support for the devel-
opment of the national forest policies and plans.* The increase in Korea’s forested area is a testimo-

*The Republic of Korea and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Ministry of Education, Science and 
Technology 2010 
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ny to achievements. In the early 1960s about 56%** was covered by forest, today it is 64% -- an ad-
ditional 840,000 hectares. In 2009 and 2014, the Republic of Korea submitted national reports on 
sustainable forest management to the Montreal Process of the Convention on Biological Diversi-
ty.*** 

Korea has implemented forest policy that was intended to ensure forestland recovery and wood 

supply, forest rehabilitation and sustainable forest management. This experience is relevant to vari-

ous developing countries in the context of developing their National REDD+  Strategy and their move 

towards a more sustainable forest policy and management of forests.  Countries face a tension be-

tween protecting their old growth forests and maintaining ecosystem and biodiversity balance while 

ensuring livelihoods needs of the poor and vulnerable are met. They can benefit from critically ex-

amining the lessons learned from Korea and other countries. 

In the 2017 SDG Roundtable, Korea’s concrete cases of successful reforestation efforts will be pre-

sented, along with cases from other countries around the world. The meeting will examine sustaina-

ble forestry (forest protection, afforestation and reforestation) from the vantage point of the three 

critical dimensions of sustainable development—economic, environment and social—and will 

attempt to agree on specific elements that can lead to USPC DSP development in this thematic area. 

 

Objective: 

In the context of SDGs, it is timely for USPC to partner with the Korea Forest Service to contribute to 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
 

The objectives of the roundtable are to: 

•     Share UNDP’s experience on Sustainable Forestry and Agenda 2030. 

•     Highlight good practices from Korea on sustainable forest management. 

•      Share expertise of organizations in this important work topic and engage with development 

practitioners, academia, private sector, and student community in Korea and learn about challenges 

and opportunities in countries in Africa, Asia and South America (Bangladesh, Ecuador, Ethiopia, My-

anmar, Nigeria, Sri Lanka and Timor Leste) 

•     Analyze relevant concerns and how the Korean experience can be utilized in developing coun-

tries 

•     Agree on follow-up actions 

 

Logistics: 

•     Date: 24 February, 2017  

•     Venue: Holiday Inn Hotel in Seoul  

•     Organization: The event was organized by UNDP Seoul Policy Centre 

•     Participants: Relevant Korean government ministries, diplomatic community, international or-

ganizations/development partners, professors and students, UNDP, visiting government officials 

from Ministry of Environment and Forestry from Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Timor Leste and oth-

ers. 

 

**As a result of large-scale reforestation, stocked forested land increased from 4 m ha to 6.3 m ha between 1961 and 
1995 
***National Report on Sustainable Forest Management in Korea 2014  
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Director, UNDP Seoul Policy Centre

 Balázs Horváth took up his post as Director of the 

UNDP Seoul Policy Centre in June 2016.

 Prior to joining the Centre, he served as the Country 

Director in UNDP's South Sudan Country Office since 

2012

Dr. Hyun Park
Director, National Institute of Forest Science

 Dr. Hyun Park works at the National Institute of 

Forest Science, as a Director of Global Forestry 

division. 

 He mainly supervises and conducts research on 

international forest cooperation. 
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Economic Development Department of KOICA in the 
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Mr. Tim Clair

Principal  Policy and Technical Advisor, UNDP

 Tim Clairs is UNDP’s Principal Policy and Technical 

Advisor on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 

and Forest Degradation (REDD+). He manages 

UNDP’s global REDD+ Team. 

 He continues to serve as a member of the UN-REDD 

Programme management group and also leads 

UNDP’s work as a delivery partner for the World 

Bank’s Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF). 
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Professor, Korea University
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Engineering at Korea University. 
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Mr. Muhammad Abdul Latif Mia
Conservator of Forests, Chittagong Circle
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Mr. Artemy Izmestiev 
Policy Specialist, UNDP Seoul Policy Centre

 Mr. Artemy Izmestiev has worked for UNDP for over

eight years, supporting the coordination and

management of development assistance in a number

of countries in Africa, Eastern Europe and CIS and

the Arab States. His previous posting was with UNDP

in Tajikistan, where he served as aid coordination
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 His work has focused on the development of aid

policies, joint development assistance programmes

and in promoting knowledge exchange for

development results between developing countries.

SDG  Roundtable on 
SDG 15: Life on Land 

     In
fo

rm
ati

o
n

  
     o

n
 Sp

eake
rs 



  

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference brief summary 

 



 

SDG  Roundtable on 
SDG 15: Life on Land 

 

  

 

 

21 

 

Feedback from SDG 15 Roundtable 
 

A total of 57 feedback forms were returned by the participants.  

Question 1 asked about two main points from the roundtable.  

Many participants pointed out Korea’s restoration policy and sustainable forest management as 

main ideas of this roundtable. Forestry policy, which has high economic value and unified land policy 

caught the attention of the respondents. They highlighted factors that enabled the successful imple-

mentation of forestry policy in Korea, such as good leadership, investment and public-private part-

nership. Participants also mentioned the importance of lesson sharing from good forestry manage-

ment cases, REDD+ and the role of UNDP to achieve SDG 15.  

Question 2 asked what aspects the respondents wanted to know more about in regards to Korea’s 

forestry experience.  

Participants wanted to know more details about the process of Korea’s forest management policy 

since time at the roundtable was rather limited for a full discussion on this topic. In addition, as most 

of the contents were about the successful aspect of forestry policy, some people wanted to know 

about the challenges that the Korean government faced when implementing the forestry policy and 

the problem solving procedure they went through. They were interested to learn about the social 

and technical problems which could appear in the policy procedure. The mobilization of resources 

and people, which is decisive for successful implementation of policy, was a recurring query. Ques-

tions about problems such as soil erosion and wild fire and how to manage disasters were discussed.  

There were also questions about balancing likely conflicts such as urbanization and forestry sustaina-

bility, land policy and property right and development and restoration. There was also a question on 

the role of USPC in achieving SDG 15 -how USPC can support other developing countries.  

Question 3 asked which country cases/ examples the participants found useful and would like to 

know more about.  

Many people found the case of Myanmar and Sri Lanka, as well as other countries such as Costa Rica 

and Guatemala useful. One individual answered that ‘The experience of Korea, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 

and African countries are very helpful due to different perspectives.’ Respondents also expressed in-

terest in implementing aspects of the Korean approach to their own countries especially African and 

Latin America countries. Moreover, examples of gender and sustainable forest management, disas-

ter risk reduction and others were mentioned as issues that could usefully be explained further in 

relation to forestry.   

Question 4 asked the participants to rate this roundtable.  

The majority of respondents rated 4 or 5 out of 5 for this roundtable. Based on the 50 people who 

answered the last question, the average rating of this roundtable is 4.41. Some expressed regret for 

not having enough time for in-depth discussion and suggested that a longer roundtable is organized 

to delve into these issues further.  
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Overall, participants showed great interest in the presentations and discussion during the 

roundtable and especially about Korea’s ability to successfully implement sustainable forest man-

agement. Respondents wanted to know details about the Korean case such as trials and errors, oth-

er success factors and risk management in order to learn lessons from it and utilize it for successful 

forest management in developing countries.  

The majority of respondents showed great satisfaction with this roundtable. Since many people 

praised this roundtable as fruitful, there were explicit requests for another roundtable on this topic. 

Recommendations 

Some ideas for a future roundtable or further research: 

-Discuss how Korea solved conflicts regarding private properties and urbanization issues in imple-

menting forestry policy.  

-Country case studies are very helpful. Discuss more detailed information about each country’s case. 

As many participants wanted to learn lessons from the cases and examples, specific information can 

help the participants compare the cases with their own country’s situation and check the feasibility 

of implementing them.   

-It will be helpful to show other remarkable cases in forestry management such as Costa Rica, which 

has an impressive Payments for Ecological Services (PES) system and its influence on restoration of 

forest, Gambia which overcame the threat of desertification through forestry and the impact of in-

vestment period and magnitude.  

-Extend time for the next roundtable. Half-day roundtable is not sufficient to share an discuss ideas 

in depth.   

 
Feedback 
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Opening Remarks 
 

Welcoming the participants, Dr. Balázs Horváth, Director at the UNDP Seoul Policy Centre (USPC), 

noted that he was honored to open the third roundtable on Sustainable Development Goals orga-

nized by UNDP Seoul Policy Centre, which this time was on SDG Goal 15 “Life on Land” with a partic-

ular focus on sustainable forestry.  

Dr. Horváth highlighted the importance of forestry not only in a traditional part of Korean landscape 

but noted that as in other parts of the world, trees have a cultural value or carry symbolic functions. 

Mountains, forests and trees are gracefully painted with care in traditional art. For example, the rep-

resentation of pine trees in Korean paintings often characterizes longevity, integrity and elegance. 

These cultural connotations may be unique to Korea and the sub-region, but they also prompted the 

special value that trees have in cultures around the world. The massive reforestation that Korea ex-

perienced in the decades following the Korean war not only had a significant economic impact, it 

also helped establish national self-awareness in the Republic of Korea. 

Dr. Horváth affirmed the significance of this roundtable as it discusses forestry in the context of the 

SDGs. Within the SDGs, the issue of forestry is explicitly addressed within Goal 15 on Life on Land. 

They are also addressed within the targets related to biodiversity. He expressed his hope that the 

broad inclusive format of this round table will allow us to consider different factors – economic, so-

cial and environmental of sustainable forestry– in our discussion.  

Dr. Horváth pointed out that Korea’s reforestation efforts featured prominently at the 2014 Meeting 

of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Pyeongchang. There, Helen Clark, the Administrator of 

the UNDP emphasized the importance of adequate financial resources for biodiversity-related initia-

tives. He noted that UNDP Seoul Policy Centre not only wanted to consider how Korea managed its 

reforestation, but also decided to look at whether investment in reforestation made financial sense. 

The first background paper presented at the SDG Roundtable today looked at the historical data on 

reforestation and avoided disasters, and concluded that whereas the initial investment in reforesta-

tion was very significant, Korea could eventually reap significant benefits well in excess of the costs. 

Besides the analysis at the macro level, another study looked at some existing forestry services, in-

cluding the Experimental Forest in Jeju. The idea is, these studies would provide inspiration, as well 

as practical ideas to different governments around the world. 

USPC Director concluded with a famous quote by Kim Gu, an independence fighter and President of 

the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea in the early 1900s: “...I want our nation to be 

the most beautiful in the world. By this I do not mean the most powerful nation. Because I have felt 

the pain of being invaded by another nation, I do not want my nation to invade others. It is sufficient 

that our wealth makes our lives abundant *…+”. He highlighted that the green landscape of Korea not 

only illustrates Kim Gu’s dream of a beautiful and abundant nation, but also presents an inspiration 

for many countries that are entering the path of truly sustainable development. The objective of this 

round table is to discuss some of the tools that countries can use in making this dream a reality.  
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In his congratulatory remarks, Dr. Hyun Park, the Director of Global Forestry at the National Insti-

tute of Forest Science, thanked UNDP for organizing this meaningful roundtable session, and wel-

comed all participants to the Sustainable Development Goals Roundtable on sustainable forestry. 

Dr. Park briefly explained the history of the establishment of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the role of United Nations Development Pro-

gramme. He also gave details on global consensus and the development of 2030 Agenda based on 

the achievements of the MDGs and then on the process of the approval of SDGs.  

Furthermore, by illustrating the SDGs, with 17 sub-goals, Dr. Park underlined 5Ps as the key compo-

nents; People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership. He said “The global family needs to pursue 

the virtues of coexistence and cooperation for ourselves to survive in the future”, and “the SDGs and 

the cooperative activities are not an option, but an essential target to be achieved.” 

With regard to the topic of the SDG Roundtable, sustainable forestry, he highlighted that the 

roundtable offers a great opportunity for all of participants to communicate with each other about 

the roles of forest and forestry in the achievement of the SDGs. He hoped that this roundtable could 

be a chance to exchange knowledge, share experiences and learn lessons.  

Dr. Park also expressed his belief that through this 2017 roundtable on sustainable forestry, partici-

pants can identify useful lessons from each small stories, and pick up practical outcomes with active 

participation. He concluded by welcoming all participants in this roundtable to raise questions, to 

offer suggestions and to have a free discussion.  

     B
rief Su

m
m

ary 



  

26 

 

Session I. Forestry and Development 
 

Mr. Tim Clairs, UNDP Geneva presented about UNDP’s REDD+ and forestry work in developing 

countries. He explained three important concepts-REDD+, Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 

and SDG15 and their connectivity. REDD+ stands for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and For-

est Degradation in developing countries. He highlighted the role of conservation, sustainable man-

agement of forests, and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries. Forests and 

REDD+ take important parts in NDC. Agriculture and land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) 

are among the most referenced sectors in the NDC (FAO 2016). In addition, REDD+ and NDC are 

closely related to SDG15: Life on Land. By 2020, we aim to promote the implementation of sustaina-

ble management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantial-

ly increase afforestation and reforestation globally. In the UNDP REDD+ portfolio, there are three 

phases: Phase 1- Initial Readiness, Phase 2- Investments and scale-up and Phase 3- Results-based 

Payments.  

There are several NDC examples relevant to Korea’s expertise such as Chile, Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, Ecuador, Honduras, Panama, Sri Lanka and Viet Nam. Chile includes both sustainable 

management recovery of 100,000 ha of forest and reforestation of additional 100,000 ha. In case of 

Sri Lanka, forest component includes the goal of increasing its forest cover from 29% to 32% by 

2030. The National REDD+ Strategy is explicitly mentioned in Sri Lanka and involves very detailed 

activities. In addition, the mitigation component of Viet Nam’s INDC includes forest activities, includ-

ing increasing the forest cover to the level of 45%. 

 

Dr. Minho Lee, KOICA gave a presentation on KOICA’s strategy on the resilient and sustainable for-

est management based on Korean experiences. Korean experiences on sustainable forest manage-

ment date back to 10th century. The first Korean artificial forestry, ‘SangLim’ was made in 887-897 

as a barrier against flooding. Also, there has been community-based approach in Korean experience. 

For instance, villagers actively participated in reforestation in 1980s. In addition, regional agricultural 

research and extension services were driven by government. Korea’s experience also encompass 

cash crop development such as herb production, multi-function land use like flower planting and 

horticulture, low carbon technology and certification system. From these instances, we can conclude 

that Korean agro-forestry experiences are useful contents for sustainable forest management (SFM).  

A total of 441.5m USD was spent in Agricultural & Rural Development (1991-2014) for KOICA pro-

jects. There were 34 forestry projects, taking an average of 10.1% of total KOICA fund. There were 

total 15 projects in 9 countries (30.1m USD) with a conserved area of 2,084ha (2005-18). KOICA’s 

strategy (2016-2020) for rural and agricultural development aims to enhance the quality of life 

through the rural and agricultural development. Main programs include growing farmer-based-

cooperatives, constructing agricultural production system, increasing crop productivity and other 

programs for sustainable production and expanding market access. Moreover, KOICA developed in-

clusive regional development programs such as the sustainable SMU village development programs 

and strengthening capacity of natural resource conservation in order to achieve SDGs 2, 10, 14 and  
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15. In the future, KOICA plans to develop tools for implementation of strategies, thereby contribute 

to the integrated sustainable agriculture and forestry management in developing countries. 

 

Presentation by Prof Yowhan Son, Prof W.K. Lee, Korea University and Dr. Sarwat Chowdhury, 

UNDP Seoul Policy Centre highlighted the lessons from the Valuation of Reforestation in terms of 

Disaster Risk Reduction based on a technical study from the Republic of Korea. The Republic of Korea 

is one of only four countries and the only former developing country that has successful history of 

forest rehabilitation following the Second World War. In Korea’s reforestation experience, there are 

three main principles-nationwide, fast-growing and economically valuable tree planting. The lessons 

from reforestation experience were the value of comprehensive project and three key factors-strong 

leadership, PPP(public-private partnership) and administrative and technical supports. Ecosystem 

services greatly improved after the successful reforestation in Korea. 

However, an investigation on the economic feasibility of reforestation program at the national scale 

was lacking. Therefore, this technical study supported by the UNDP Seoul Policy Centre was under-

taken. It estimated investment and ecosystem services such as disaster risk reduction (DRR), water 

yield enhancement and soil erosion control on a forestation program. Cost benefit analysis method 

was utilized to measure the DRR effect of reforestation. This analysis concludes that the forestation 

of Korea had significant cumulative net benefits in economic terms by enhancing ecosystem services 

which includes DRR, soil erosion control, water yield enhancement and carbon sequestration. Also, a 

certain level of investment after forestation is constantly required for protection and management. 

In addition, an intensive investment for a short period will be effective. The study has some limita-

tions as a small number of social and environmental factors were considered. There are also con-

straints on setting reference levels, unit costs, and quantifying the benefit of ecosystem functions. 

  

Dr. Jaehoon Kim, NIFOS Korea presented on the lessons learned from sub-tropical Experimental For-

estry (EF) research in ROK and their potential application in other countries. The Warm Temperate 

and Subtropical Forest Research Center (WTSFRC) under NIFoS is located in Jeju Island. There is an 

experimental forest area of 3,366.6 ha in Jeju which includes Gotjawal, Seoqwipo and Hannam ex-

perimental forests. Several research projects are actively carried out in these forests including Con-

servation and Restoration on Korea fir in Mt. Halla, forest genetic resources conservation, long term 

runoff monitoring on forest watershed, and so on. The center attained the first FSC (Forest Steward-

ship Council) certification in Korea in 2006. The experimental forest serves various functions such as 

biodiversity conservation, maintaining forest productivity and social and economic benefits. It also 

provides service to the public, like field trips from overseas, spatial planning, individual visiting, and 

various events. This research in Jeju has implications for the conservation of forest ecosystems, sus-

tainable forest management and contributions to local communities in developing countries.  
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Questions and Answers  

First set of questions raised by Nigerian Delegations and KDI  

Q1. Nigeria: Korea’s experience is a massive success. How did Korea navigate political challenges and 

manage to place value on the ecosystem and prioritize forestry in the national budget? 

Q2. Nigeria (Commission for Climate Change and Forestry): There is a lot to learn from Korea’s suc-

cess story. In the actual process of planting trees, did Korea pay attention to the restoration of indig-

enous species?  

Q3. KDI student: Land policy is a huge problem in many countries. How did Korea balance develop-

ment and reforestation in overcoming environmental challenges? 

Answer by KFS (Ms. Yoon): Barren mountains were a hindrance to Korea’s development. For exam-

ple, they led to the flooding of roads, lack of underground water sources, and droughts. Forests have 

the potential to reduce disasters, so it is important to understand the link between forestry and de-

velopment. 

 

Second set of questions raised by Gambia, KDI and UNDP Bangladesh  

Q1. Gambia: Developing countries use forests for various purposes e.g. source of fuel, firewood, 

cooking. In Korean, what kinds of forest products are used as alternative fuel sources? 

Q2. KDI student: Based on Korea’s experiences, how can land policies contribute to the physical and 

economic transformation of developing countries? 

Q3. UNDP Bangladesh CO: The deciduous forests we have are degraded due to human settlement 

and industrialization. Policymakers are not yet sensitized to this issue. Again, how can we balance 

development and forestation? What is your policy suggestion for restoring forests in Bangladesh? 

Q4. KDI student (Tanzania): Meeting the challenges of preserving life on land, in developing coun-

tries, does not rely on one single ministry. For example, it creates controversies among ministries 

that are in charge of coal making and others that oversee environmental conservation. 

Q5. KDI student: How did the Korean government tackle the challenges of soil erosion? In Africa, 

trees planted on mountains do not survive because of soil differences. How are trees protected, and 

how is soil erosion prevented? 

Answer by: 

NIFOS (Mr. Hyun Park): Korea also experienced considerable failure. Many good trees were planted, 

but they did not all survive. Korea experienced floods every year. After 20 years of failures, the coun-

try began to introduce species such as nitrogen fixing trees. Once the land was covered, Korea 

moved on to trying more profitable trees. Soil erosion was a huge problem, especially in highlands. 

The government paid to move settlements in the highlands to the lowlands. The government 

planned fuel-wood forests, but this failed, because coal-mining was profitable in Korea. Nowadays, 

there are alternatives to fossil fuels like coal, such as solar energy. At first, the government and poli-

cymakers ignored the importance of forests, but after 20 years of trials and errors that included suc-

cesses and failures, they realized, for example, monsoons cause floods and soil erosion and felt the 

need to face fundamental problems by increasing investment in forests. 
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Seoul National University (Professor Yoon): Many factors contributed to Korea’s success i.e. invest-

ment, citizen participation, leadership, institutions. Reforestation does not concern only forestry-

related people, but a wide network of stakeholders. Korea was fortunate to have a strong leadership 

that led the country’s economic development. Without economic development, reforestation may 

not have succeeded. What is unique about Korea is that economic development and reforestation 

came hand in hand.  

KOICA: Providing some practical tips regarding project formulation and collaboration with KOICA, 

proposals need to be prepared in alignment with national development plans. Communication with 

the local KOICA office is very important. KOICA has two approaches for resource provision: i) via con-

ventional aid projects, ii) via private partners. KOICA has a standard screening process, so countries 

should submit proposals to the local KOICA office at least two years in advance. 

 

Third set of question raised by an attendee from Bangladesh: Biodiversity loss is a huge concern, 

but its measurement is missing in the valuation study. How can the ecosystem services of biodiversi-

ty products be calculated?  

Answer by Professor Son: Regarding the valuation of biodiversity, the benefits of ecosystem services 

are many, but the current study only includes some of them e.g. water yield, carbon sequestration. 

These were already sufficient to show that over time reforestation brings substantial net benefits. 

The benefits of biodiversity were not included in our study because it is difficult to quantify. Regard-

ing the issue of soil erosion, reforestation in Korea was not only about planting trees, but was more 

economically comprehensive in scope e.g. providing income sources for village people, maintaining a 

tree nursery system. Regarding monoculture plantation, there were some drawbacks, e.g. Korea in-

troduced a certain species in one given area. Korea focused on plantation/reforestation itself, rather 

than the multifunction of forests, so the challenges to monoculture plantations were to be expected. 
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Session II. Economic, Environmental & Social Dimensions of Sus-

tainable Forestry & Challenges from Developing Countries   
 

Dr. Thaung Naing Oo, Forest Research Institute Forest Department, Ministry of Natural Resources 

and Environmental Conservation, Myanmar gave a presentation on Sustainable Forest Manage-

ment: Challenges and Opportunities from Myanmar. Systematic forest management has been prac-

ticed in Myanmar since 1856, especially for teak forests. Silvicultural operations are carried out to 

improve the quality of the forests. Forest plantations are also established in the degraded forest are-

as for various purposes. Forests are managed through 10 year District Forest Management Plan for 

each of the 68 Districts across the country. Currently, 10 year District Forest Management Plan (2016

-17 to 2025-26) is being implemented. According to the Forest Resource Assessment 2015, Myanmar 

has a population of 51.2 million people. The forest area in the country is 29m ha which covers 

42.97% of total country area. Strengthening Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) practices, large 

scale reforestation and rehabilitation is urgently needed in the country to increase forest cover and 

to comply with international agreements regarding climate change mitigation and adaptation. Myan-

mar’s forest policy is based on National Environmental Policy (1994), Myanmar Forest Policy (1995) 

and Land Use Policy (2016).  

Specific to silviculture, Myanmar Selection System(MSS) started in 1881 to achieve sustainable yields 

and is the main silvicultural system practiced in the management of natural forests in the country. 

Currently, the restoration and Rehabilitation Programme in Myanmar (2017-2026) is being imple-

mented with the following objectives: to restore and rehabilitate forests using an appropriate meth-

od, to support the community forestry and agro-forestry practices, to strengthen the investment of 

large and small scale private plantation, and to formulate plantation policy through consultation 

with relevant stakeholders. Challenges for sustainable forest management in the country include 

lack of integration of forestry policies and planning into other sectoral policies as well as national 

development plans, lack of recognizing full range of values of forests and limited resources, insuffi-

cient mobilization of resources and man power. There are also opportunities for sustainable  forest 

management in the country such as implementation of REDD+ and forestry sector as an important 

component of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).  

 

Mr. Anura Sathurusinghe, the Government of Sri Lanka presented on Sustainable Forest Manage-

ment in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka has been declared as one of the 34 biodiversity hot spots in the world. 

Sri Lanka’s Forest Policy (1995) targets to conserve forests for posterity, increase the tree cover and 

productivity of forests and enhance the contribution of forestry to the welfare of the rural popula-

tion and strengthen the national economy. Deforestation has continued since 1956 in both dense 

and open forests, changing Sri Lanka’s forest cover from 44.1% to 29%. It was caused by shifting cul-

tivations, illegal cultivations, encroachments, development projects, extraction of gravel, metal and 

minerals from forests, cattle damages on natural regeneration, cardamom cultivation, and forest 

fires. Forests provide diverse ecosystem services from food to climate regulation. Efforts have been  

 

 

made through the Sri Lanka Community Forestry Program to involve local communities in forest 
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management. 

With support from UN-REDD, Sri Lanka has gone through Phase 1: REDD+ Readiness. Phase2: Actual 

implementation of National REDD+ Investment Framework and Action Plan needs financial support. 

The expected outcome of REDD+ implementation is to strengthen the country’s overall sustainable 

land management efforts to maintain and enhance ecosystem services, biodiversity and economic 

growth while minimizing the risk of natural disasters. The expected budget is US$100 million dollars 

where Sri Lanka government and GCF finance US$65 million and US$35 million, respectively. Overall, 

REDD+ Policies and Measures target the drivers of deforestation and forest degradation and aim to 

remove barriers for forest enhancement. Forest data generated through the National Forest Moni-

toring System enables effective and accurate monitoring, measurement, reporting and verification of 

REDD+ results. Information on nationally defined REDD+ safeguards are made accessible to the pub-

lic. There is evidence of full and effective stakeholder engagement and evidence of technical and 

functional capacity development by institutions and individuals with key roles and responsibilities. 

These outputs are designed to operationalize the necessary mechanisms, processes and information 

streams required under the Warsaw Framework for REDD+. UNDP remains as the nominated accred-

ited agency for this work with Food Agriculture Organization (FAO) as UN Executing Partner. 

 

Sustainable Forest Management -Gender, Inclusiveness and Benefits Sharing -REDD, Views from 

Africa by Govt of Ethiopia/ UNDP Regional Team, Nairobi 

While implementing REDD+ Programs under UNFCCC, the importance of inclusiveness, gender and 

equitable benefit sharing is very important. These need to be incorporated in all three phases of 

REDD+.  Meanwhile, there is a need for strategic approach for them to be implemented in resource 

mobilization, monitoring framework and partnerships. The presenter highlighted several lessons 

from REDD+ experiences in Africa. In Ghana, efforts are underway for gender issues to be main-

streamed into national REDD+ processes, including national REDD+ Gender Subworking Group estab-

lishment, supporting the operationalization of the Gender and REDD+ Roadmap and informing Gha-

na’s draft National REDD+ Strategy. In Nigeria, gender was integrated into community projects. Gen-

der considerations were included among criteria for project selection and women were specifically 

identified and involved among the stakeholder groups.  

In Central Africa, a forest initiative monitoring framework includes sex-disaggregated indicators such 

as total amount of wood energy produced per inhabitant and consumed, and the number of people 

migrating from non-forests to forests and vice versa, all disaggregated by sex. The framework also 

encompasses indicators that directly relate to women’s empowerment such as the existence of in-

struments developed, enacted and implemented to promote the rights of communities to access 

and sustainably use forest resources, with due regard given to gender, vulnerable people, local com-

munities and indigenous people.  

From the experiences in Africa, the future design of REDD+ programmes can be strengthened to 

better integrate inclusiveness, gender and incentive allocation systems. The process can start by es-

tablishing connections and patterns between themes, within countries, within the region and 

amongst regions. Also, programme delivery can be enhanced through full implementation of the 

Warsaw Framework to make the case for additional resource mobilization and investments.  

 

In conclusion, an ambitious and transformative REDD+ agenda requires inclusive, gender equitable 
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and credible stakeholder and institutional engagement (e.g. civil society, indigenous people, local 

communities and private sector). REDD+ countries can provide leadership. Also, new thinking and 

knowledge in the implementation of the programmes are needed. Advanced future REDD+ pro-

grammes will require country-led, country-owned initiatives, collaboration and strategic partner-

ships.  

 

Mr. Mohammed Shafiul Alam Chowdhury, Ministry of Environment and Forests and Md. Abdul 

Latif Mia, Chittagong Circle presented on Sustainable Forest Management practices in protected 

areas of Bangladesh. Bangladesh has been making efforts to achieve the SDGs in forest resource 

management and protection. There are related policies and strategies in place such as the Perspec-

tive Plan 2010-2021, National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (2016-2021) and Bangladesh Cli-

mate Change Strategy and Action Plan (2009). 

Bangladesh is under the pressure from a large and fast growing population, while forest resources 

remain limited. Problems have risen such as increasing demand for forest products and land grab-

bing for settlement purposes and agricultural expansion. The government has established Protected 

Areas (PA) for conservation of biodiversity and forest resources. Co-management approach was 

adopted to encounter these challenges and achieve effective forest resources management. The Co-

management in PA started from 2003 as a pilot program and was expanded to 20 PA’s in 2015. Co-

Management Committees and Councils collaborate with local community and various stakeholders. 

Yet, challenges such as huge resource dependency, settlement inside PA’s and lack of conservation 

financing remain.  

  

Questions and Answers  

First question raised by KFS (Ms. Yoon): Regarding the balance between development and refor-

estation, Korea had a greenbelt around Seoul where forests were planted and protected. Land was 

divided by function e.g. factory areas, forest areas, and there was land use pressure driven by CSOs 

and community members. It could be interesting to share this experience in terms of how other 

countries set their proportions of land use. 

Feedback by an attendee from Ivory Coast: Ivory Coast used to be a highly forested country, but no 

longer so because coffee, cocoa and palm oil producers have completely consumed the forests. Our 

country needs assistance in managing our forests. It is a real development challenge. 

 

Second set of questions raised by : 

SREDA: How did Rwanda and other countries succeed in increasing gender equality in this area? 

KDI student: Regarding REDD+, in terms of delivering as one, how do various UN agencies link up on 

the issue of reforestation and SDG Goal 15? 

Answer by UNDP Nairobi: On delivering as one, REDD+ and the UN’s Development Assistance 

Framework provide platforms that encourage stakeholders to work together. On the issue of gender  
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equality, there is a dedicated effort on making this prominent through advocacy, partnerships and 

target-setting. Rwanda, for example, has a particularly strong leadership that emphasizes meeting 

the set targets.    

Third question raised by Nigeria: Are the laws and policies in Korea revised, or newly drafted, in re-

sponse to changing circumstances? 

Answer by KFS (Ms. Yoon): Korean forestry laws continue to evolve. Also, Korea has had 10-year 

plans in the forestry sector since 1973. The latest plan will be implemented through 2018. In the ear-

ly years, the objectives were reforestation. Currently, the objective is broader: to promote sustaina-

ble forest management.  

 

Fourth Question raised by KDI student (South Sudan): How did Myanmar succeed in training ele-

phants to work on forestation? 

Answer by Myanmar: Myanmar’s policies, laws and the 5-year plan are also being revised with the 

inclusion of new concepts. Regarding the training of elephants, old harvesting techniques were used, 

and local tribes were used to train elephants for use in sustainable forest management.  
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The Republic of Korea is one of only four countries 
and the only (former) developing country that has a 
successful history of forest rehabilitation following 
World War II. 

Reforestation in Korea is well studied

We are looking at synergy between forestry and 
relevant areas; including in the SDG context
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