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As we go about our daily lives, we tend to push many 
facts about Gaza to the backs of our minds. This issue will 
remind you of the hardships that continue to afflict Gazans 
as a result of a ten-year, ongoing siege: Gaza’s economy 
is crippled, unemployment is rampant, reconstruction after 

Israeli assaults is lagging behind schedule, and for a population of 1.9 million people, 
95 percent of groundwater is undrinkable, electricity is available on average only 2 to 
6 hours a day, medicines are among the many items banned from import, and the list 
goes on and on. But the Gazans who live under these dire circumstances are prevailing 
and show inspiring stories of perseverance and creativity. In this issue you will find 
articles attesting to both these aspects of life in Gaza, the ongoing suffering and a 
people’s ingenuity and determination to make the best of life.

Our sincere Thank You goes to UNDP/PAPP for sponsoring this issue and contributing 
a wealth of information – some of which should inspire immediate action! Topics range 
from Gaza’s economy to reconstruction, employment, education, and a beautiful vision 
of Gaza flourishing again in its historic splendor – if only the siege were lifted! You will 
find articles by Roberto Valent, Special Representative of the Administrator for UNDP/
PAPP, Mufeed Al Hassayna, Minister of Public Works, Mahmoud Abu Shahla, Minister 
of Labor, Robert Piper, UN Coordinator for Humanitarian Aid and Development Activities, 
Bo Schack, Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza, Bashir Rayyes, General Coordinator 
of the National Team for Gaza Reconstruction, Nader Atta, Officer in Charge of the 
Governance and Social Development Unit, Mohammed Abu Mezyad, Mahmoud Abu 
Aisha, and UNDP’s Productive Families Economic Empowerment Programme (DEEP).  

Immerse yourself in the voices of Gazan youth and in stories of separation and 
reunion, playing soccer in Gaza, debate teams, and the Gazan women’s technology 
and business community. Learn about alternative narratives of historical events, and 
discover a father’s unusual way of dealing with and raising awareness about the many 
children killed in the 2014 war on Gaza. Our book of the month offers delicacies from 
Gaza’s kitchens, and our record number of artists of the month in one issue testifies 
to the creativity of Gazans.

As we continue in solidarity with 1,500 prisoners who are on a hunger strike to demand 
basic rights and prepare for the commemoration of another anniversary 
of the Nakba, we present this issue as an opportunity to connect and 
show solidarity, if only by remaining informed.

Wishing you well from our entire team at TWiP,

Sincerely, Tina Basem
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Stopping Gaza’s 
Downward Spiral

By Robert Piper

n 2012, the UN issued a seminal report, “Gaza 2020,” which warned 
that without a major shift in the practices and policies applied towards 
Gaza, the Strip may cease to be a livable place by the year 2020. Sadly, 
this prognosis has not significantly changed since, as the number of 
people living in Gaza has continued to grow whilst infrastructure and 
basic services decline. 

This year marks ten years since the June 2007 Hamas takeover of the 
occupied Gaza Strip and the subsequent Israeli decision to intensify 
the restrictions and closures on Gaza in the form of a land, air, and 
sea blockade. In addition to the profound internal Palestinian division 
that also ensued, periodic hostilities with Israel have inflicted major 
loss of life and injury, devastated homes and public infrastructure, and 
displaced tens of thousands; an estimated 40,000 persons remain 
displaced to this day due to the events of 2014.

Israel’s blockade has had a devastating 
impact on all aspects of peoples’ 
lives, exacerbated by Egypt’s ongoing 
closure of the Rafah crossing, 
which has also been justified on 
security grounds. Many families 
are permanently split between Gaza 
and the West Bank or Israel. Gaza’s 
economy, which was once largely 
dependent on access to the Israeli and 
West Bank markets, barely functions 
today. Most businesspeople and 
traders cannot exit to meet suppliers. 
Patients referred to specialized medical 

treatment only available outside Gaza 
and students seeking further education 
in the West Bank or beyond are also 
caught up in the severe movement 
restrictions.

Wh i l s t  movemen t  ou t s i de  i s 
increasingly restricted, public services 
inside Gaza have also been steadily 
deteriorating since the takeover by 
Hamas in June 2007. Despite the 
establishment of a Government of 
National Consensus in April 2014, 
thousands of government workers 
in Gaza in such crucial fields as 
education and health still do not receive 
a salary on a regular basis and have 
not since 2007. 

Shortage of staffing, lack of access 
to training, shortages in medical and 
pharmaceutical supplies, and the 
ongoing energy crisis are all taking 
a toll on health services. Though the 
population has doubled since 2000, 
the number of functioning primary 
health care clinics in Gaza has actually 
decreased during this time, resulting 
in crowded clinics, decreased doctor-
patient time, and reduced quality of 
service. Unsurprisingly given these 
trends, the number of patient referrals 
for care outside of Gaza has doubled in 
the last five years or so, while approval 
rates by Israel for patient permits to 

i
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exit Gaza for treatment has dropped 
from 92.5 percent in 2012 to only 
62.1 percent in 2016.

For its part, the education sector is 
plagued by a shortage of classrooms 
and demoralized teachers, many 
of whom are also only on partial 
salaries. The building of new school 
buildings has not kept up with the 
student enrolment rate, leaving 
a shor tage of over 200 schools. 
Classrooms now have an average 
of close to 40 students and 60 
to 70 percent of schools operate 
on a double-shift system, limiting 
classroom time to four hours per 
day. 

O n l y  t h r o u g h  s u b s t a n t i a l 
humanitarian interventions by the 
UN and our partners – supported by 
many donors – has it been possible 
to maintain health and education 
services at a minimum level. 

At home, Gaza’s citizens are dealing 
with a chronic energy shortage that 
leaves people with daily power cuts 
of 12 to 18 hours. The electricity 
deficit also affects the delivery of 
basic water and sanitation services, 
affecting more than 300 water and 
wastewater facilities. This results in 
irregular water supply and untreated 
sewage that overflows onto the 
streets or into the sea. It also means 
that 40 percent of Gaza’s population 
receive domestic water supply just 
twice a week. And over-extraction 
of the coastal aquifer has resulted 
in the intrusion of seawater, with 96 
percent of the groundwater in Gaza 
now unfit for human consumption.

In such a setting, the private sector 
has also been crippled over the 
past decade. Israeli restrictions 
on expor ts and transfers from 
Gaza as well as on the import of 
raw materials have significantly 
impacted key productive sectors 
such as agriculture, and the textile 
and furniture industries. Exit of goods 
from Gaza dropped dramatically in 

mid-2007, and only started to recover 
in 2015, when the export of goods to 
Israel resumed, but exporters have had 
to cope with the challenges of restoring 
production capacity and regaining 
markets lost since 2007. Goods exiting 
in February of this year account for 
only 35 percent of the levels of 10 
years earlier.

Comparisons with the West Bank 
amply illustrate the de-development 
process that is under way in Gaza. The 
average annual growth rate in real GDP 
in Gaza over the last ten years was 2.8 
percent as compared to 6.9 percent in 
the West Bank. In effect Gaza’s average 
GDP growth rate has been lower than 
its population growth rate, meaning 
that on a per capita basis, real GDP 
has in fact decreased; it is 5.3 percent 
lower in 2016 than it was in 2006. Per 
capita GDP in the West Bank grew by 
48.5 percent during the same period.

Of profound concern is the impact 
of this general deterioration on 
employment. Gaza’s unemployment 
rate has grown from around 30 percent 
ten years ago to 40 percent today. The 
equivalent rate in the West Bank was 
also a worrying 16.9 percent in 2016, 
but the growing gap tells its own 
story. The increase in unemployment 
in Gaza has been particularly stark 
among youth and women, with the 
gap between men and women steadily 
increasing over the decade. 

While some of the Israeli restrictions 
on movement of people and goods 
in and out of Gaza have been eased 
over the decade, they continue to 
significantly impact the daily lives 
of Gaza’s two million inhabitants 
and the effor ts of the international 
community to implement humanitarian 
and development projects. Many 
materials needed for humanitarian and 
development projects are considered 
by Israel as having potential “dual” use 
– i.e., civilian or military – and are thus 
subject to severe import restrictions. 
These include construction materials, 
such as cement and rebar (reinforcing 

steel bars), raw material for the 
productive sectors, including wood 
and pesticides, medical equipment 
and chemicals needed for critical 
water and sanitation projects, among 
thousands of items. The impor t 
of such items is often rejected or 
faces significant delays. The UN 
continues to call for a full lifting of 
the blockade, in line with UN Security 
Council Resolution 1860 and Israel’s 
obligations under international law as 
an occupying power. In the meantime, 
we will continue to encourage Israel 
to facilitate increased access and 
movement of people and goods in and 
out of Gaza.

At the same time, the Palestinian divide 
also shows no sign of narrowing. 
Divisiveness and mistrust between 
Ramallah and Gaza pose significant 
challenges to the development of the 
Strip. Securing energy, water, or more 
open movement of goods will only be 
possible if Palestinian leaders break 
from this last decade of division and 
the PA takes full control of Gaza’s 
border crossings. The United Nations 
continues to call for Gaza and the West 
Bank to be reunited under a single, 
legitimate, and democratic Palestinian 
Authority. The international community 
must rally behind all efforts that will 

facilitate reconciliation and improve 
trust and confidence between Gaza 
and Ramallah.

Maintaining the “status quo” in Gaza 
is not an option. Too many social 
and economic trends in Gaza are 
pointing in the wrong direction, with 
unacceptable human consequences. 
And Gaza is not standing still – existing 
demographic momentum indicates 
that the population of Gaza will reach 
over 2.1 million in 2020 and 4.8 million 
by 2050. 

Everyone must come together to 
help return Gaza to a rightful and just 
trajectory of prosperity and peace.

Robert Piper was designated UN 
Coordinator for Humanitarian Aid and 
Development Activities in the occupied 
Palestinian territory in June 2015. In his 
preceding assignments, he served as 
the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator 
(HC) for the Sahel region of Africa, 
and UN Resident Coordinator, HC, 
and UNDP Resident Representative 
for Nepal. Following the Indian Ocean 
Tsunami, Mr. Piper was appointed 
Chief of Staff to former US President 
Bill Clinton in his capacity as the UN’s 
Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery.

Article photos: © Shareef Sarhan, 
UNDP/PAPP image bank.

Gaza was once famous for its orange orchards that used to be a major source of income through export. 



98

Economic 
Recovery 
in the Gaza Strip
A Distant Goal

By Roberto Valent

he year 2017 marks ten years of the siege of Gaza. Already weakened 
by years of economic blockade and isolation, the 2014 hostilities 
wreaked further damage on Gaza’s infrastructure, housing, and 
economy, with dire consequences for Palestinians in Gaza. Ninety 
percent of Gaza’s drinking water is unsafe for human consumption, 
and more than 60 percent of the population is reliant on humanitarian 
aid. The progress of the reconstruction effort remains far too slow 
due to a lack of funding and access restrictions. The UN has warned 
that Gaza may be uninhabitable by 2020 unless immediate action is 
taken. The humanitarian crisis in Gaza threatens Palestinian stability 
and is a serious threat to a strong and unified State of Palestine.

Since the 2014 hostilities, Gaza’s private sector is yet to recover from 
the extensive destruction caused by three rounds of attacks, and 
continues its struggle to survive the crippling decade-long economic 
blockade. Isolated and cut off from any supply chain, its struggle to 
function is compounded by the continued acute shortages in critical 
commodities such as electricity, water, and fuel, and by an unusual 
regulatory environment caused by nine years of Palestinian political 
split. 

Very little has been done to improve Gaza’s business environment, 
with international efforts to sustain the unsustainable proven difficult 
to succeed under unchanged political conditions, except perhaps to 
prevent or delay the total collapse of the besieged economy. Worse, 
with Gaza’s reconstruction going slow and already falling three years 
behind schedule, only 25 percent of the estimated US$ 152 million 
private-sector losses sustained during the latest hostilities has been 
disbursed as compensation thus far.

Without any real change in the status 
quo, Gaza’s economic recovery 
remains a distant goal. If and when 
there is some amelioration of current 
economic conditions, that these 
improvements will be shor t lived 
and quickly over taken by a new 
dose of adverse shocks. Long-term 
development under the circumstances 
remains a dream. Inaction will only 
lead to greater hardship resulting in 
the exacerbation of higher rates of 
unemployment, unbearable pover ty, 
food insecurity, greater environmental 
degradation, institutional decay, and 
other unforeseen consequences.

Already as one of the most densely 
populated areas in the world, with a 
population density of 5,154 persons 
per square kilometer, high population 
growth combined with restrictions on 
movement, suggest that the only hope 
for a different and better economic 

remains a daunting challenge and 
requires enabling democratic and 
inclusive governance in place, as a 
matter of urgency. 

On assessment of Gaza’s current 
business environment, a picture is 
revealed of an underdeveloped and 
increasingly weakened private sector 
that has been operating for years under 
a considerable amount of internal and 
external stress. Although there are 
substantial differences in the resilience 
of various Gazan enterprises, depending 
on factors such as their size, location, 
and sector, it must be acknowledged 
that all have been adversely impacted, 
in one way or another, by repeated and 
man-made shocks, driven by political 
decisions shocks.

Fur thermore, analysis of the sector 
demonstrates a very poor business 
environment that impacts all aspects of 
business operations: from investment 

t

future for Gaza lies in its private sector’s 
ability to become the driver of economic 
change and productive employment. 
How this can be successfully delivered 

to production, and to the delivery of 
the final output. In such a constrained 
economic climate, the degree of 
risk and uncer tainty is extremely 

© Ahed Izhiman, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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high, the cost of doing business 
is discouraging, and the level of 
confidence amongst private-sector 
agents is correspondingly low.

Under the status quo, and over 
the last decade, the international 
community has been applying an 
incremental, project-based approach 
to providing assistance to Gaza’s 
private sector to ensure its continued 
survival. Donor investments and 
technical assistance programs have 
been provided, both unilaterally and 
multilaterally, to improve private-
sector conditions. Despite this, and 
as crucial as international aid has 
been, it has not succeeded in bringing 
about a durable positive change in 
Gaza’s ailing private sector.

What is now needed is a long-
term strategic shift in the way the 
international community deals with 
Gaza’s economic obstacles, an 
approach under which the short-term 
incremental measures represent 
only one component, not the entire 
gamut. In this alternative approach, 
Gaza needs to be considered for its 
potential rather than as a humanitarian 

© Ahed Izhiman, UNDP/PAPP image bank.

burden. This new approach should be 
driven not only by the fast deteriorating 
socioeconomic and humanitarian 
conditions, but also by the strong 
determination to prevent an additional 
humanitarian disaster in the already 
troubled security context in the region. 
It is critical that this long term strategic 
shift be accompanied, optimally, by 
the lifting of the blockade and, sub-
optimally, by a transformational review 
of policies and instruments, with the 
intent of enabling free movement 
of people and goods, productivity, 
employment and free competitive and 
unimpeded economic activities.

In a recent study, UNDP proposes 
an alternative approach consisting 
of three inseparable components, 
all of which are equally impor tant 
and should be pursued concurrently: 
(1) Continued provision of short-term 
support to Gaza’s private sector in order 
to address urgent needs as identified 
by business owners. To be successful, 
these shor t-term measures should 
not be stand-alone steps, but part of 
a strategic look to Gaza’s economic 
future led by its private sector. 

(2) The design of a strategic plan for 
medium- and long-term growth and 
development of Gaza’s economy 
grounded in an in-depth analysis of 
the business climate as well as Gaza’s 
productive and service sectors. The 
outcome of such an analysis would then 
constitute the core of a comprehensive 
strategy that can be later utilized as a 
basic guide for the optimal targeting 
of future national and international 
Investments in Gaza. (3) A persistent 
effort by the international community 
to stabilize the political context in 
Gaza. For shor t-term intervention 
measures to become more effective, 
and for a long-term strategic plan to be 
implemented, a mechanism to ensure 
long-term stability of political and 
security conditions must be in place.

Undoubtedly, this last component of 
the proposed approach is the most 
challenging, but it is indispensable. 
If the root cause of Gaza’s economic 
crisis, including its highly depressed 
business setting, is political, then this 
is where the solution lies. Unfortunately, 
very little success has been achieved 
on this front. 

Under the prevailing conditions, the 
future of Gaza and its inhabitants is 
unacceptably bleak. When the UN is 
already predicting Gaza to be unlivable by 
2020, those with a vested interest in the 
future of a fragmented Palestinian state 
should take a moment for serious pause.

Rober to Valent is the Special 
Representative of the Administrator 
f o r  UNDP ’s  P rog ramme o f 
Assistance to the Palestinian 
People (UNDP/PAPP). Prior to his 
current position, Mr. Valent was 
the UN Resident Coordinator and 
UNDP Resident Representative 
in El Salvador and Belize. From 
2007–2010, Mr. Valent was Deputy 
Special Representative at UNDP/
PAPP. From 2005–2007 he was 
Deputy Country Director in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
and before that he was assigned as 
Deputy Resident Representative in 
Sudan from 2002–2005. Mr. Valent 
began his career with UNDP in 1995 
in Albania. An Italian national, he 
holds a BA and an MA in political 
sciences from Bologna University, 
Italy, followed by another MA in 
international relations from Sussex 
University, United Kingdom.



1312

Gaza Beyond 
Reconstruction

By H.E. Dr. Mufeed Al Hassayna

ince the National Consensus Government took office in March 2014, 
it has been focusing its efforts on the urgent needs of the Palestinian 
population and the repair and reconstruction of the development and 
services sectors that were subjected to the Gaza 2014 hostilities, 
in addition to national and community reconciliation efforts and 
the preparation for presidential and legislative elections. While 
focusing on these three objectives, the government has been faced 
with tremendous challenges in terms of mobilizing resources and 
monitoring the implementation of the reconstruction and recovery 
programs over the past three years.

Despite the fact that the pace of reconstruction is relatively satisfactory, 
whereas around 75 percent of the housing reconstruction needs have 
been made, in addition to covering the repair of other infrastructure 
sub-sectors such as water, electricity, health, and education, there 
are some sectors that have received little reconstruction and repair 
assistance, such as the economic sectors of agriculture, trade, 
industries, etc. The economic and private sub-sectors create sources 
of sustainable jobs, which contribute substantially to alleviating the 
effects of unemployment and creating niches for economic stability 
and growth.

In addition to covering the gaps of the damage repair and reconstruction 
needs of the economic and private sectors, there are many challenges 
that require immediate attention and support. There are several critical 
sectors that must be considered as priority targets for development 
assistance while finalizing the reconstruction of the housing and 
economic sectors and sub-sectors. Electricity, for example, represents 
one of the most deteriorating sectors as the current supply represents 
only 40 percent of the needed 500 megawatts of electricity for the 
whole Gaza Strip. The Palestinian government has been exerting all 
possible efforts to improve the electricity supply and solve the serious 
electricity shortages in Gaza. People and goods should be granted 
free movement and access after ten years of blockade. In addition, 
the implementation of the water desalination plant needs to start, 

while not forgetting that, according to 
the World Health Organization, more 
than 90 percent of the water in Gaza 
is unsuitable for human consumption. 
This and other water desalination 
projects have been on the top of the 
government agenda in order to solve 
the critical water situation in the Strip.

Unemployment also requires long-term 
solutions through mainly supporting the 
expansion and diversification of private 
local and foreign investments. Other 
sectors such as health, education, 
youth, and psychosocial suppor t, 
etc. are essential components of the 
development agenda of the Palestinian 
government in the Gaza Strip beyond 
reconstruction requirements and needs.

The Israeli blockade on the Gaza Strip 
for the past ten years has seriously 
affected the possibility of creating 
real and sustainable development, as 
it not only affects the availability of 
construction materials required for 
rebuilding Gaza but rather the overall 
movement and access of people 
and goods, which represents the 
main obstacle towards improving the 
living and economic conditions of the 
Gaza population, thus contributing to 
increased poverty and hence radicalism 
and extremism. The continuation of the 
existing harsh and inhumane conditions 

The Arab and international donor 
countries have been supporting 
the  Gaza  recons t ruc t ion 
process, and without their future 
support of the medium- to long-
term development priorities, 
the potential of achieving 
sustainable development, 
growth, and social cohesion 
will be challenged. 

s

in the Gaza Strip will lead to higher risks 
of instability and potential violence, 
which will have an adverse impact on 
the Gaza population.

H.E. Dr. Mufeed Al Hassayna was 
born in Gaza 1964. He is currently the 
Minister of Public Works and Housing 
in the Palestinian National Consensus 
Government. He is also a member of 
national dialogue sessions in Cairo 
and was the head of the New Jersey 
University Student Union from 1984–
1987. He holds a PhD in engineering 
from the United States, and he has 
supervised many important projects in 
Gaza, in addition to the reconstruction 
process, as he was assigned to the 
Minister of Public Works and Housing 
following the 2014 war. 

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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Increasing Youth 
Employment

By H.E. Mamoun Abu Shahla

he extent of the looming crisis resulting from the soaring rates of 
poverty and unemployment in the Palestinian state is no secret. The 
Israeli occupation bears huge responsibility for this drastic situation, 
for the deterioration of conditions, and for impeding projects that 
could contribute to alleviating unemployment, which now stands at 
around 29 percent. Resolving these problems throughout the State of 
Palestine is not possible with the total blockade imposed on the entry 
of materials and on the movement of people, and other restrictions 
imposed on Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip during the 
past ten years. The blockade has undoubtedly boosted unemployment 
rates to dangerous levels: more than 400,000 people are unemployed, 
including 230,000 in the Gaza Strip and 170,000 in the West Bank. 
Most of the unemployed are university graduates and young people, 
who join the masses of the unemployed every year. The number of 
families living below the poverty line has exceeded 320,000 and is 
increasing significantly every year. 

The occupation has left Palestinian state bodies, especially the Ministry 
of Labor, with no chance to fulfill its responsibilities of addressing 
unemployment, developing the employment sector, or implementing 
developmental and employment projects. Israel has seized more than 
US$ 8 billion, which is the total sum of money due to more than three 
million Palestinian laborers who have worked in Israel since 1970.

The State of Palestine needs to intensify effor ts to accelerate 
reconstruction in Gaza and expand the labor market to counter the 
high rates of poverty and unemployment. The solution to the problem 
of unemployment does not lie in temporary job-creation solutions 
but in employment projects. Soft loans with low interest rates and 
a reasonable repayment period would enable graduates and the 
unemployed to establish and start productive projects costing an 
average of US$ 15,000 per project. 

This is the philosophy of the Palestinian Fund for Employment and 
Social Protection of Workers. This fund was formed by a presidential 
decree 14 years ago and revived 3 years ago. It implements a 

revolving-loans project at a low interest 
rate of no greater than 5 percent, with 
a long grace period to enable the 
beneficiaries to establish job-generating 
projects. The fund requires US$ one 
billion to implement 50,000 projects in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip within the 
coming three years. This will employ 
250,000 unemployed individuals at an 
average of five laborers per project. 
This strategy has been implemented 
in several countries that have now 
become pioneers in this field. 

To facilitate this strategy, the Ministry of 
Labor has adopted a new policy to tackle 
the problem of unemployed graduates 
by sending them for training to change 
the course of their lives and allow them 
an opportunity to find a job. The goal 
is to increase the number of persons 
enrolled in vocational training centers 
from 12,000 to 30,000 students within 
the next three years. We are aware that 
Palestinian vocational training centers 
need new buildings, equipment, raw 
materials, and new courses. We need 
our international partners’ commitment 
to work in accordance with the needs 
of the Palestinian local market. It is 
important to note that an action program 
for development is being implemented 
by the Palestinian Fund for Employment 
with UNDP in the Gaza Strip, with 

By establishing vocational 
training centers, the Palestinian 
Ministry of Labor aims to 
develop the skills of young 
Palestinians and enable them to 
find employment and alleviate 
the unemployment rate of 29 
percent (41 percent in Gaza and 
18 percent in the West Bank, as 
recorded in the first quarter of 
2016), which has reached an 
all-time high.

t
© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.

financing from the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and the Islamic Development 
Bank to target around 3,000 Gaza Strip 
graduates. 

H.E. Mamoun Abu Shahla was born 
in Gaza in 1942. He is currently the 
Minister of Labor. He is a businessman 
and a member of  the board of 
directors of several companies and 
organizations such as the Palestinian 
Telecommunication (PalTel) Group, Bank 
of Palestine, Al-Azhar University, and 
the Palestinian Trade Centre (PalTrade). 
Abu Shahla holds a BA in accounting 
from Cairo University; he is also a 
qualified chartered accountant from City, 
University of London, United Kingdom.
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Ghuzze
By Yasmeen Elkhoudary

y research into Palestine’s history reveals the existence of a seemingly 
parallel universe in London. 

At events related to archaeology in Palestine – which are plenty, owing 
to the work of institutions such as the Palestine Exploration Fund, 
the British Museum, and University College of London’s Institute of 
Archaeology – I often find myself to be the only Arab among vast 
crowds of British people. 

An even more compelling observation exists in academia. Anyone with 
an interest in Palestine’s archaeology and ancient history has probably 
noted the overwhelming superiority of the Western, Orientalist, Biblical 
perspective on Palestine, which inherently favors the “Israelite” or 
“Hebrew” part of history. 

When I first began my research using “Gaza” as a keyword, I was 
unable to find anything remarkable – until I came across a major 
publication about “Ghuzze,” which, as it turns out, is the preferred name 

for Gaza among the many Orientalist 
and Biblical archaeologists who have 
conducted digs in the environs of Gaza. 
Many of the discoveries that were made 
by these archaeologists were chance 
discoveries as they were on a search 
for one particular site: Samson’s hill. 

The story of “Samson the Mighty,” 
or Shamshoon al-Jabbar, is so well-
known among people in Gaza that it 
was one of the first fables I remember 
hearing as a child. Despite the fact that 
Samson was an Israelite figure who 
had killed thousands of Philistines 
in Gaza, the story portrays him as a 
mighty hero, a symbol of bravery and 
courage, and por trays Dalilah as a 
smart but ultimately flawed woman. 
The story has also enchanted the 
Western imagination for centuries: at 
least three Hollywood movies, two 
musicals, countless paintings, and 
many novels have been inspired by the 
story, focusing on the Israelite hero who 
fell in love with Dalilah, who deceived 
him and betrayed his love. 

There are two versions of Samson 
and Dalilah’s story: the Biblical story 
(Judges 16: 4ff) and the local Gazan 
fable. Both versions describe Samson 
as an Israelite man of great strength 
who was sent by God to defeat the 
Philistines, enemies of the Israelites, 

who lived on the coast (including Gaza). 
According to the Bible, Samson had 
spent the night with a harlot in Gaza 
when he managed to escape from 
the locals who wanted to kill him by 
tearing down the city gates that he 
then carried off to a hill in the direction 
towards Hebron. Shortly after, he fell in 
love with another Philistine girl, called 
Dalilah, who lived in a nearby valley. 
According to local Gazan lore, Samson 
met Dalilah while sneaking into Gaza 
to destroy its temple. In the Biblical 
version, Samson fell in love with Dalilah 
who was then bribed by local rulers 
to make him share the secret of his 
strength, whereas the local fable states 
that Dalilah intentionally seduced him 
to find out his secret. Thus, while both 
versions agree that Dalilah convinced 
Samson to share his secret, the Bible 
describes this act as deceitful, whereas 
the local fable describes it as heroic. 
In both versions, the Philistine rulers 
of the city captured and enslaved 
Samson and cut his hair in public, 
thus depriving him of his strength. Both 
versions also agree that one day, while 
the Philistines were making sacrifices 
to their gods at the Temple of Dagon to 
celebrate Samson’s capture, Samson, 
whose hair had re-grown, destroyed the 
temple while shouting “Let me die with 

m

Gaza on Pierre Jacotin's map. David Rumsey Historical Map Collection.
A bronze statue of Shamshoon from around 1400 AD. The statue is on display 
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City.
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the Philistines!” killing himself and the 
all the Philistines who were gathered 
at the temple.

A number of travellers and scholars 
have tried to assign locations to the 
places where Samson is said to have 
carried the gates of Gaza after his 
nightly escape from the city, where 
he died between the pillars of the 
temple he brought down when his 
hair had grown back, and where 
he was buried. Pierre Jacotin in 
1829 published a map on which he 
inscribed Mt. Samson at a location to 
the south of old Gaza city.   As early 
as 1850, an Irish reverend named 
Jesse Spencer visited Gaza and noted 
that there is a hill called “Sampson’s 
Mount.”  William McClure Thomson, 
after travelling the Holy Land, wrote 
in 1878: “There are now neither walls 
nor forts, but the places of certain 
gates belonging to ancient walls 
are pointed out. The only one that 
interests me is that which bears the 
name of Samson, from the tradition 
that it was from that place that he 

There exists in Gazan lore an 
alternate version of the famous 
story of Samson and Dalilah. In 
this legend, the Biblical hero 
is an Israelite villain and the 
Philistine girl Dalilah is the 
heroine.

i P ie r re  Jacot in ,  “Gaza ,”  Dav id  Rumsey 
Historical Map Collection, available at http://
www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detail/
RUMSEY~8~1~25534~1030032:43-Gaza-
?qvq=w4s:/who%2FJacotin%25252C%2BPierre
%25252C%2B1765-1827%2Fwhat%2FAtlas%2B
Map%2Fwhen%2F1826%2F;lc:RUMSEY~8~1&
mi=45&trs=50.

ii Jesse A. Spencer, The East: Sketches of Travels, 
Egypt and the Holy Land, John Murray, London, 
1850.

iii William M. Thomson, The Land and the Book: 
Biblical Illustrations Drawn from the Manners 
and Customs, the Scenes and Scenery of the 
Holy Land, T. Nelson and Sons, London, 1878. 
Incidentally, Thomson, who spent many years living 
in Beirut, recommended in 1866 that a college be 
established. This institution evolved to become the 
American University of Beirut.

carried off the gate, bar and all.”  Other 
travellers who visited Palestine in the 
eighteenth century believed that they 
had visited Samson’s tomb but gave no 
further details as to its location (Mary 
Herbert in 1867 and Emily Hornby in 
1899). 

The geographic reference in the Bible 
that attests to Samson carrying off 
the gates he had pulled down to “a 
hill before Hebron” points to a place 
on the eastern side of the mound that 
indicates the location of Gaza’s old 
city, the famous Tell al-Muntar. But no 
remains of gates or a temple from the 
Philistine era have been found there. 
Nevertheless, the location indicated on 
Jacotin’s map led Western travellers to 
come to Gaza in order to visit the hill 
that could be interpreted to indicate 
the place where Samson had carried 
the gates, where the Philistine temple 
had stood that he caused to collapse, 
or where he was buried. This attention 
might even have led the locals, Muslims 
and Christians alike, to believe that the 
story (be it in its Biblical or folkloric 

version) had indeed happened in 
the place where the travellers had 
claimed. 

Al ternately and interest ingly, 
however, there exists a tomb in the 
old city of Gaza which locals believe 
to be Samson’s tomb, but in fact, it 
is a shrine of a ninth-century Muslim 
saint called Sheikh Abu Al-Azm – 
which in Arabic means “the mighty,” 
hence the connection to al-Jabbar 
(Shamshoon). While the details of 
how the tomb came to be known as 
Samson’s tomb are unknown, some 
locals even claim that Sheikh Abu 
Al-Azm is indeed Samson himself. 

Although the story of Shamshoon 
is regarded as a legend of heroism 
among many Palestinians, it is less 
known that in 1948, the Israeli army 
created a special brigade called 
“Shualei Shimshon,” Samson’s 
Foxes, to attack and destroy Gaza 
and its vicinity. And it is equally 
little-known that in 2002 this unit 
was revived as a cover t brigade 
whose soldiers sneaked into Gaza to 
assassinate their targets. The name 
“foxes” is derived from the Biblical 
story in which Samson attached 
torches to the tails of foxes and made 
them run through Philistine fields 
(the tactic is carried out in slightly 
different ways today). 

Yet, independently of (or even 
despite) a distor ted history and 
Orientalist influences on local lore, 
the Gazan legend of Samson the 
Mighty perseveres. In the year 
1970, the renowned late Gazan 
poet Muin Bseiso wrote a play 
inspired by Samson’s story, taking 
pride in Dalilah, “the Gazan girl” 
who defeated Samson the Israelite. 
Bseiso criticized the general lack of 
knowledge regarding the details of 
the original story, both among local 
people and Westerners alike. Slating 
locals who had turned Samson into 
a hero without realizing that he had 
killed their ancestors, Bseiso in his 
script glorifies Dalilah rather than 

Samson, whom he depicts as a strong 
man without wisdom. Bseiso’s script 
ends with a phrase that could not be 
more relevant to our situation today:  

“Old Gaza is telling today’s Gaza, which 
is resisting the Israeli Shamshon, that 
tyranny is doomed to be tied to the 
mill, to turn around the stone forever. 
Tyranny will destroy itself.” 

Yasmeen Elkhoudary is a researcher 
on Gaza’s history and archaeology, 
and an associate fellow at the Centre 
for Palestine Studies - SOAS. As a 
Palestinian based in London, she is 
currently writing a book about Gaza 
during the British Mandate to mark the 
centenary of the Balfour Declaration. 
She publishes a blog at yelkhoudary.
blogspot.com.

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.





22 23

A Decade of 
De-Development in 
Gaza
Two Million People Denied 
a Human Standard of Living 

By Bo Schack, 
Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza

have survived the past three wars, but 
that is not the problem. In this place, wars 
come and go. The bigger struggle is not to 
lose hope. The only way I can do that is 
to retreat, and create my own world, and 
become oblivious.” This was told to me by 
36-year old Ali, who works as a waiter in 
one of the coffee shops in Gaza city.

Ali was born in Gaza and for almost 
ten years has been living under a tight 
blockade on air, land and sea. June 2017 
marks ten years of blockade keeping him 
and the rest of the 1.9 million people of 
Gaza isolated and locked into a tiny 365 
square kilometers-enclave. The Gaza 
Strip has one of the highest population 
densities in the world. It is tormented 
by extreme poverty – a result of the dire 
socio-economic conditions eroding coping 
mechanisms of individuals and families 
alike – and dilapidated after repeated 
conflicts. Recently announced salary cuts 
for employees of the Palestinian Authority 
in Gaza put an additional strain on those 
affected and their families as well as the 
overall socioeconomic situation.

The blockade has effectively eroded what 
was left of a middle class, sending almost 

all of the population into aid-dependency 
and destitution. The unemployment rate 
in quarter two of 2016 stood at 41.7 per 
cent and 80 per cent of the population (1.2 
million) are forced to rely on humanitarian 
assistance to be able to cover their very 
basic needs, such as food, but also basic 
education, basic health care, shelter, or 
even items such as blankets, mattress 
or a cooking stove. While UNRWA in 
2000, before the blockade, provided food 
assistance to 80,000 beneficiaries, we 
support almost one million today.

Chronic fuel and electricity shortages – with 
power cuts between 18 and 22 hours per 
day –, extreme water pollution – 95 per 
cent of the Gaza groundwater is undrinkable 
– and  devastated infrastructure as a dire 
reminder of repeated cycles of armed 
violence – are the daily reality. Gaza’s 
people are denied a human standard of 
living. This was not always the case: 
before the imposition of restrictions on 
movements of people and goods, the Gaza 
Strip was a relatively developed society with 
a productive base and a thriving economy.

Blockade and almost 50 years of occupation 
have reversed this process, accelerated 
by repeated Israeli military operations 
and widespread destruction, and today 
Gaza is subject to what the UN calls de-
development. Ending the blockade and 
occupation is the single most important 
priority to enable Palestinians to char t 
a successful course to the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Located at the 
Mediterranean Sea between Egypt and 
Israel, Gaza could be famous for its palm 
trees, fruits and white beaches. Instead, it 
is known for a sewage and hygiene crisis 
described by Time magazine as a “ticking 
global-health time bomb”.

UNRWA not only frequently spoke out 
against the disastrous impact of recurrent 
conflicts in Gaza, but has also - along with 
the UN at the highest level - repeatedly 
condemned the rockets launched from the 
enclave. We are disturbed by all risks to 
loss of life. At the same time we believe 
that the current, and increasing restrictions 
on the movement of people and goods may 
in a very significant manner lead to exactly “i © Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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the opposite result of their stated reasons; 
that is to enhance security in Israel. The 
severe restrictions represent a potential 
risk for increased frustration, violence 
and radicalization, and could even be the 
trigger for another devastating conflict in 
the Gaza Strip.

The repeated warnings will become 
reality

The UN has issued repeated warnings 
about the unsettling and serious conditions 
prevailing in the tiny enclave; we warned 
already four years ago that the Gaza Strip 
will become unlivable – meaning that there 
will effectively not be enough resources for 
people to survive – by 2020. This is in less 
than three years. These warnings have been 
repeated ever since. If no fundamental and 
immediate action is taken to address the 
underlying causes of conflict such as the 
blockade which must be fully lifted, they will 
become reality; the catastrophe will not be 
looming on the horizon anymore.

When a place becomes unlivable, people 
move. This is the case for environmental 
disasters such as droughts, or for conflicts, 
such as in Syria. 

Yet this last resort is denied to the people in 
Gaza. They cannot move beyond their 365 
square kilometers territory. They cannot 

escape, not the devastating poverty nor the 
fear of another conflict. Its highly educated 
youth - almost 50 per cent of the population 
are below 17 years of age - do not have the 
option to travel, to seek education outside 
Gaza, or to find work, anywhere else beyond 
the perimeter fence and the two tightly-
controlled border-checkpoints in the north 
and south of the Gaza Strip.

With the Rafah crossing between Egypt and 
Gaza almost entirely closed except for a few 
days per year, and with Israel often denying 
exit even for severe humanitarian cases 
or staff of international organizations, the 
vast majority of the people have no chance 
of getting one of the highly sought-after 
“permits”. They can also not leave across 
the sea without the risk of being arrested or 
shot at by the Israeli or Egyptian navies, and 
they cannot climb over the heavily guarded 
perimeter fence between Israel and Gaza 
without the same risks.

Psychosocial impact: high levels of 
stress and distress

The compounded effects of the blockade 
have also had a less visible, but yet profound 
and palpable psychological impact on the 
people in Gaza. Whatever resilience people 
have left, it is being eroded with every 
day the blockade continues. UNRWA’s 
Community Mental Health Programme has 

Among Palestinian refugee 
children, UNRWA estimates 
that a minimum of 30 percent 
require some form of structured 
psychosocial intervention. Their 
most common symptoms are 
nightmares, eating disorders, 
intense fear, and bed-wetting.

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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found that Palestine refugees in Gaza are 
experiencing increasingly higher levels of 
stress and distress. The reporting of suicide 
cases across the Gaza Strip, once unheard 
of but now becoming a regular occurrence, 
clearly suggest that the coping capacity of 
Palestinians is being exhausted.  

“Boredom is a key factor for the depression 
and hopelessness of the young people. 
They sit in the dark – literally because of 
the lack of electricity – and feel helpless. 
They think about their life and only see 
negative solutions. Gaza is full of ideas; 
there is so much creativity in this place.  
But we don’t focus enough on our own 
ideas,” summarized Rana Quffa, a youth 

community leader from Gaza’s Middle 
Area, “We focus on our aid-dependency. 
The blockade has also led to a blockade 
in the mind-set of people. Young people 
are retreating. Why should we try, if there 
is always and every time a big NO to 
everything? The feelings that engulf Gaza’s 
youth to me. ”Life in Gaza is a vicious cycle. 
Who will help us break it?” she also asked.

The blockade on Gaza is not just political 
terminology; it is also not a natural disaster 
that just “happened”. The blockade on Gaza 
is man-made, and it is about real lives, 
about real stories. It is time to give Gaza, 
and its youth, its future back. The blockade 
must be lifted. 

Bo Schack is the Director of UNRWA 
Operations (DUO) in Gaza, and has a 
30-year career in the United Nations 
system. Mr. Schack joined the United 
Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in 
August 1985 after having worked as an 
associate attorney in Copenhagen and 
with the Danish Ministry of Industry. 
His recent posting with UNHCR was in 
Afghanistan as Agency Representative 
and Country Director (2013–2015).  
Mr. Schack holds a law degree 
from the University of Copenhagen 
and studied international law at the 
European College in Bruges, Belgium. 
He obtained an MBA from the Open 
University Business School, United 
Kingdom.
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Gaza 
Reconstruction 
Efforts
Big Hopes Shattered 
by Lack of Funding

By Dr. Bashir Rayyes

fter the 2014 war, the devastation in Gaza was unfathomable. The war 
left 171,000 homes damaged or destroyed. Over 2,000 people were 
killed, and 500 of them were children. Gaza’s only power plant was hit; 
17 hospitals and 56 primary healthcare centers were damaged; 547 
educational establishments were destroyed or damaged; 95 percent of the 
coastal aquifer water is not safe 
for drinking without treatment. 
Around 5,500 private-sector 
establishments were affected. 
There was severe damage to 
the agricultural sector, to roads, 
to public facilities, and the list 
goes on. The direct losses 
amount to US$ 2.5 billion, let 
alone the indirect losses after the 
destruction of so many private-
sector businesses, par ticularly 
the productive industries.

The Cairo Conference (October 
2014) to support the Recovery 
and Reconstruction effor ts of 
Gaza, resulted in raising US$ 
5.5 b i l l ion to  suppor t  the 
reconstruction effor ts and the 
Palestinian government. After over 

a

two and a half years, the received funds (till the end of December 2016) reached US$ 
1,796 million, representing 35 percent of the total amount pledged at the conference.

As a result of the delays that have been encountered in 2016 and the slowdown in 
funding of pledges made at the Cairo Conference for Gaza Reconstruction, many 
planned interventions have been postponed and delayed. This has led to a further 
decline in the economy and living conditions. The Gaza population, especially in 
the southern provinces of the Gaza Strip, still face harsh conditions preventing 
them from “returning to life.”

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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The 2014 war also resulted in around two million tons of rubble. So far, 95 percent 
of the rubble has been removed (1,095,524 tons by UNDP and 800,000 tons by 
the private sector and home owners). The process generated 39,364 working 
days, and around 3,294 explosive remnants of war (ERWs) have been cleared.

The housing sector was hit hard during the war, with more than 171,000 houses 
being affected. The losses of the sector were estimated at around US$ 1 billion. At 
the end of the war, around 25 percent of the Gaza population were left homeless. 
The government has made the housing sector the top priority for its reconstruction 
efforts. Today, the housing sector is still in need of an additional US$ 290 million 
to complete the reconstruction efforts. 

In terms of progress, 8,204 totally destroyed housing units are presently being 
built or are under construction, over 101,000 partially damaged housing units 
have been reconstructed, and around 18,000 families have received aid through 
the Cash Assistance and Rental Subsidies.

Mun ic ipa l  se r v i ces  and  loca l 
government facilities and buildings 
suffered direct losses during the 
war. Over US$ 100 million has been 
allocated in 2017 for the reconstruction 
of roads, infrastructure projects, and 
public buildings. Progress to date is 
24 percent.  

The health sector was able to use US$ 
13.8 million to support reconstruction 
efforts and resume work interventions, 
with 39 percent overall progress. 
Projects include repairing hospitals 
and clinics, replenishing the supply of 
fuel and medical equipment, repairing 
the large-scale water desalination 
plant in Al-Shifa complex, and other 
services (cleaning, food, etc.). It is also 
expected that by the end of 2017, the 
reconstruction of the maternity building 
at Al-Shifa Hospital will start.

Education-sector reconstruction efforts 
of the 547 educational establishments 
that were affected by the 2014 war are 
almost completed. All UNRWA schools, 
96 percent of government schools, 64 
percent of higher education facilities, 

and 66 percent of kindergartens have 
been constructed.

In addition, the water sector made US$ 
22.3 million available to support its 
reconstruction projects. There has been 
95 percent progress in reconstruction 
projects in the water sector, whereas 
the long-term developmental projects 
are being implemented. The same 
applies for the energy sector, where 
US$ 36.9 million was made available 
to suppor t reconstruction projects. 
Progress in the energy sector is at 85 
percent. 

Losses of around US$ 266 million were 
reported in the agriculture sector as a 
result of the 2014 war. Reconstruction 
efforts worth around US$ 68 million 
include various programs to support 
the recovery of small farmers, animal 
farmers, and fishermen. 

With 5,427 facilities being affected 
by the 2014 war, damage estimates 
reached around US$ 284 million. So 
far, only US$ 36 million has been made 
available to suppor t the Palestinian 

economy in Gaza. Despite the fact that 
around 3,200 businesses received full 
payment for their registered losses, the 
majority of businesses with significant 
losses have not yet received any 
funding. 

The ten-year blockade on the Gaza Strip 
is crippling the Palestinian economy, 
shattering people’s livelihoods, and 
hindering the reconstruction process. 
The entry of reconstruction material 
to Gaza is done under a temporary 
ar rangement  ca l led “The Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism” (GRM), 

homes in any of the above-mentioned 
streams, as well as persons not 
impacted by the 2014 Gaza war can 
apply through the GRM in order to 
get the required building material. The 
registered number of applicants has 
surpassed 161,000, in addition to 
1,219 projects implemented locally 
or by international donors. Due to the 
continued Israeli policy of closure, the 
GRM is experiencing delays in many of 
its components, which has affected the 
implementation of the reconstruction 
efforts in Gaza. 

which categorizes into three streams 
the owners of homes and the type 
of reconstruction materials that are 
allowed into Gaza. The Repair stream 
basically targets individuals whose 
homes suffered minor, major, or severe 
damage during the 2014 conflict, 
allowing them to access material to 
repair their houses. The Finishing 
stream is for owners of residential 
units who commenced but did not 
complete reconstruction before the 
2014 conflict. The Residential stream 
is for individuals who wish to construct 
an entire home, either brand-new or as 
a replacement for a home destroyed in 
the 2014 conflict. Owners of damaged 

Dr. Bashir Rayyes is a private-sector 
and trade expert, and an academic 
with over 25 years of experience. 
He currently works as the general 
coordinator for the National Team for 
Gaza Reconstruction. He has worked 
closely with several international 
organizations, including UNRWA, 
and UNCTAD, and with international 
companies such as DAI, Chemonics, 
and Deloitte Consulting. Dr. Rayyes is a 
founding member of the Palestine Trade 
Center (PalTrade) and has served on 
the boards of private-sector companies 
as well as charity organizations. Dr. 
Rayyes holds a PhD in management 
and marketing from the University 
of London and an MBA from Wales 
University, United Kingdom.

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.



3130

Right to 
Education 
in the Gaza Strip

By Mohammed Abu Mezyad 
and Mahmoud Abu Aisha

ducation lies at the core of the 2030 agenda for 
sustainable development, which considers education 
as the fourth global priority, reaffirming inclusive and 
equitable quality education for all. 

In Gaza, access to quality education in a safe, 
child-friendly environment for children and youth is 
compromised by a protracted conflict and occupation. 
The main challenges for school children and youth 
are lack of access to quality schooling, safe child-
friendly learning environments in existing schools, and 
educational materials. 

Basic education in Gaza has long been characterized 
by overcrowding. According to the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education for the academic year 
2016–2017, there were approximately 38 students 
per classroom (compared with 27.3 students per 
classroom in the West Bank), with the highest student/
teacher ratios in UNRWA and governmental schools, 
numbers that are considered high when compared to 
international standards that average 25 students per 
classroom. 

The situation is exacerbated by population growth, 
as the annual increase of students in Gaza is high, 
with an average of 16,394 additional students joining 
public schools each year. The existing schools cannot 
accommodate these increasing numbers of students 
and thus require that teaching take place in double 

shifts at 70 percent of the public and 
UNRWA schools, in a few cases even 
necessitating triple shifts (which limits 
students’ attendance to only four hours/
day; a comparable situation exists at 
0.1 percent of schools in the West 
Bank). With more than 38 students 
per classroom, a poor environment 
is being created for students to learn 
and for teachers to teach, and learning 
outcomes and completion rates for 
students keep dropping, with the result 
that students’ performance in Gaza is 
falling behind that of students in the 
West Bank.

In addition, students are facing 
numerous challenges, both at home 
and at school, that severely hamper 
their capacity to focus on studies. 
Continuous power outages and 
electricity rationing, poor shelter and 
living conditions, economic hardship, 
and psychosocial impacts from the 
hostilities are all factors that affect 
students’ educational outcomes. 
Death, injury, loss, displacement, 
and physical destruction increase 
feelings of isolation, marginalization, 
and desperation. This situation is 
compounded by the lack of employment 
opportunities for new graduates. 

An entire generation of young 
Gazans, between the ages of 
16 and 24 years (around 20 
percent of the population), has 
grown up in a war situation, 
confined to a small and densely 
populated area without contact 
or access to the outside world 
and without the possibility to 
develop.

Gaza in 2020, a liveable place?

In 2012, the UN Report “Gaza in 2020, 
a liveable place?” found that in order 
to meet the demands of a rapidly 
expanding population, 250 additional 
schools were needed immediately, 
and another 190 schools would be 
needed by 2020. This situation has 
been aggravated on the one hand by 
Israel’s closure policies, implemented 
since 2007, which have prohibited 
the construction, rehabilitation, and 
upgrading of nearly all educational 
infrastructures. On the other hand, 

e
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repeated hostilities that have damaged and destroyed schools have forced 
education providers to prioritize constant repair and rebuilding, which comes at 
the detriment of the need for new schools to match population growth. Between 
2012 and the end of 2016, only 33 governmental schools and 24 UNRWA schools 
were built, which is much below the actual need. 

• The 2016 illiteracy rate among Palestinians aged 15 and above amounted to 
4.7 percent of the population, 2.9 percent males and 9.1 percent females.

• The prevailing social, economic, and political circumstances force many 
to discontinue formal education.

The 2014 hostilities on Gaza have 
targeted al l  aspects of l i fe and 
aggravated the already existing crisis 
faced by the education sector. The high 
scale of infrastructure destruction has 
led to massive displacements of people 
to schools and extended families. Nearly 
615 educational facilities, including 
kindergartens, schools, and ter tiary 
education institutions, were damaged or 
destroyed, affecting 350,000 students. 
The whole student population was 
affected, including 226,913 students 
enrolled in 176 governmental schools 
partially damaged, in addition to four 
completely damaged schools that 
used to provide education to around 
6,000 students who could not relocate 
to other schools due to overcrowdings 
and distance (DNA, 2015).  

In response to the 2014 hostilities, 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) launched the 
US$ 21.3 million “Right to Education 
in the Gaza Strip” Programme, which 
operates with generous support from 
the Qatar Fund for Development and 
through Al Fakhoora, a program of 
the Education Above All Foundation, 
Qatar. The overall objective of the 
Right to Education Programme in Gaza 
is to support recovery efforts in the 

educational sector by reconstructing, 
rehabilitating, and “building back 
better” what was destroyed in the 
2014 hostilities. The program aims 
to ensure increased resiliency and 
improved well-being of Palestinian 
children and youth through better 
access to quality education, diversified 
livelihood opportunities, e-work, and 
mental health support interventions. 
The program also provides a unique 
opportunity to address reconstruction 
needs  beyond  an  emergency 
perspective through building needed 
capacities for addressing mental health 
and psychosocial needs, and providing 
employment opportunities and over 
45,812 workdays. 

As a core principle for resil ient 
recovery, the reconstruction of schools 
was inspired by the principles of 
Building Back Better (BBB) through 
mainstreaming disaster-risk reduction 
i n t o  l o n g e r- t e r m  s u s t a i n a b l e 
development to reduce vulnerability 
of communities. As such, the program 
has widely mainstreamed the Child-
Friendly School (CFS) principles in 
the overall reconstruction process of 
the various educational institutions, 
in cooperation with UNICEF and the 
Ministry of Education, in order to ensure 
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adequate and child-centered learning 
environments for Gaza children and 
youth, coupled with eco-sustainable 
infrastructure and renewable energy.

Adopting the child-friendly school 
principles also allowed the program 
to remarkably engage children and 
students in different civic leadership 
activities. Student Design Teams were 
established, including Al Fakhoora 
students, to lead beautif icat ion 
initiatives at five public schools across 
Gaza, with themes that range from 
recycling waste materials and greening 
the school environment to promoting 
Palestinian heritage. 

The program has also supported cultural 
exchange activities, such as “Virtual 
Majlis” sessions. The Vir tual Majlis, 
derived from majlis (Arabic for “a place 
to sit”), is basically a meet-up through 
videoconferencing between Gaza 
students and international students 
in Western universities. Twenty-six 
students took part in a series of Virtual 
Majlis sessions with their peers from 
Pennsylvania University, USA, where 
they discussed many issues related 
to culture and education and debated 
on commonalities and differences 
between Palestinian and American 
lifestyles. This was one way that the 

program was able to provide a window 
for its students to digitally overcome the 
decade-long blockade.

As of February 2017, the program has 
targeted 51 educational institutions 
and completed the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of 37 educational 
inst i tu t ions.  Th is  inc ludes the 
rehabilitation of 12 school extensions 
that serve 9,760 students (4,995 
girls and 4,765 boys), 13 private 
schools that serve a total of 4,991 
students, 5 training centers and 7 
higher education institutes, including 
the Islamic University of Gaza (IUG), 
Al-Azhar University, and the University 
College of Applies Sciences (UCAS), 
which benef i t  73,560 students 
(35,823 males and 37,737 females). 
Reconstruction and rehabilitation works 
are furthermore ongoing in four other 
schools with totally damaged facilities, 
seven partially damaged schools, and 
three higher education institutions. 

The efforts made so far have contributed 
to improving the learning environment 
and decreasing the overcrowding 
rate from 37.1 to 36.7 students per 
classroom in all governmental schools 
in Gaza, and the number is expected 
to drop even fur ther to 36 students 
upon the completion of the program. 

More importantly, there has been a 
decrease in the percentage of schools 
that operate on double shifts in Gaza, 
from 66.8 percent to 61.7 percent in 
2016–2017, according to the Ministry 
of Education’s annual statistical report. 
This program has partially bridged the 
gap in the education needs in Gaza. 

Adopting a comprehensive approach, 
the Right to Education Programme 
interventions also made tangible 
improvements in the provision of 
mental health and psychosocial support 
services to students and youth in Gaza, 
par ticularly at schools and health 
centers. An example is a specialized, 
school-based trauma-treatment 
intervention that was institutionalized 
at ten public schools (serving 7,782 
students), which were subjected to 
par tial damages during the 2014 
hostilities.

The integration of the human aspect 
into reconstruction is important during 
recovery efforts. In this program, the 
children who beautify their schools 
have imprinted in their souls the 

essence of beauty in their lives and have 
been encouraged to appreciate their 
schools as a central place for learning 
and happiness. 

Mohammed Abu Mezyad holds a 
BSc in civil engineering from Islamic 
University of Gaza and an MBA from the 
University of Northern Virginia (USA), 
in cooperation with Palestine University. 
Mohammed joined UNDP in 2004 and 
has managed various projects related 
to eco-sustainable infrastructure, solid-
waste management, and education and 
municipal infrastructure.

Mahmoud Abu Aisha holds a master 
of public health, health management 
from Al-Quds University (Jerusalem). 
He has diversified experience in the 
design, management, monitoring, 
and evaluation of development and 
humanitarian projects in the fields 
of health, education, and recovery. 
Mahmoud joined UNDP in 2015 as a 
monitoring and evaluation specialist for 
the Education Recovery Programme. 

Article photos by Shareef Sarhan.
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From Despair 
to Hope 
Gaza Spatial-Visioning 
Reflections

By Nader Atta

ake a few moments to imagine Gaza in 2050, where there is no 
occupation, no internal division, and no wars. Instead what you see 
are amazing pristine white beaches with a boardwalk full of people, 
bicycles, vendors, and activities for children and families. High-rise 
hotels and apartments dot broad boulevards with a magnificent view of 
the Mediterranean. A busy and vibrant port full of cargo and passenger 
cruise ships that connect East and West is fully operational. Beautifully 
cultivated and productive fields and greenhouses once again are 
exporting their agricultural products to countries in the region and 
around the world. A train route connects North Africa to the entire 
Middle East, bringing people together in the region like never before. 
Historical sites are full of tourists wanting to learn about the amazing 
history of this part of the State of Palestine. Gaza the strong, Gaza the 
beautiful rises from the ashes as a phoenix once again.

Throughout its 4,000-year history, Gaza has withstood invasion 
after invasion, only to find the means to rebuild and prosper. After 
three destructive wars, the 365-square-kilometer gem of potential 
lay basically in ruins for its 1.8 million inhabitants. To compound 
matters, Gaza continues to be under an air, sea, and land blockade 
by the Israeli government, with limited movement access through its 
southern border with Egypt. This has effectively compromised the 
ability of the Palestinian government to rebuild the territory in any 
substantial way. Thus, with a decimated private sector, weakened 
public sector, rampant unemployment that reaches 67 percent of youth 
(the highest in the world, according to the World Bank), Gazans are 
looking for means to escape. 

UNDP and UN Habitat believe that there is an immediate need to 
inject hope. That there is an immediate need for the people of Gaza 

(as well as for the Palestinian State as 
a whole) to start creating a vision for 
their future and for that of generations 
to come. Thus, in coordination with 
the Palestinian National Spatial 
Planning team, the two UN agencies 
requested that the International Society 
of City and Regional Planners send 
an Urban Planning Advisory Team, 
comprising seven respected and 
capable international planners to work 
with local Palestinians from a variety of 
backgrounds to design and develop a 
possible framework for a future Gaza. 

As a result of the mission, spatial-
visioning reflection exercises were 
conducted to provide a mix of modern 
solutions while recognizing Gaza’s 
historical features. Such a visioning 
exercise, called a planning charrette, 
was helpful to local and national 
administrators and planners, policy 
makers, investors, and those with a 

airport, as well as a marine port. It 
outlines green areas as well as the 
need to protect Gaza’s coast. It shows 
potential industrial zones and areas of 
continued agricultural productivity, as 
well as a newly built train line along 
Gaza’s eastern border and a new light 
passenger rail system in the middle of 

t

Gaza could rise like a phoenix 
from the ashes and regain 
its historical splendor and 
beauty, being located on 
the Mediterranean coast 
and at a major crossroads 
between continents. But such 
development requires the lifting 
of the blockade to give Gazans 
the opportunity prosper again.

technical perspective, as well as the 
Palestinian leadership and others, 
both in Gaza and Ramallah, to have 
a reference point to star t from and 
an overall vision to work towards. 
The result of the exercise delineates 
how different particular areas of Gaza 
would be used according to a land-use 
spatial analysis that needs to be further 
elaborated in the future.* The visioning 
exercise shows the major road arteries 
and how they intersect, with a regional 

the Strip along Salah Eddin Road. On 
top off all this, the exercise provides 
for the introduction of bicycle lanes 
as a means to reduce pollution and 
congestion. All of the above support 
improved quality of life for the residents 
of the Gaza Strip.

At the same time, the spatial-visioning 
exercise recommended ways to best 
utilize the land, and how to build back 
better under normative frameworks 

Gaza Seaport.
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for development, namely the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
and the New Urban Agenda that were 
endorsed by the State of Palestine in 
September 2015 and October 2016, 
respectively. In addition, the mission 
discussed ways to best administer 
the Gaza Strip from an effectiveness 
and efficiency perspective. How is it 
that such a small territory (the size of 
Dublin, Ireland) has 25 municipalities? 
(How is it that the West Bank has over 
130 municipalities?) Wouldn’t it be 
better that Gaza be administered 
as one planning block, where all 
the various communities are under 
one roof, planning together in an 
integrated manner, such as in New 
York City, rather than each on its 
own? This way we work towards a 
common approach. A 2015 UNDP 
Capacity Assessment of the 25 
Gaza municipalities also raised the 
question of the long-term viability of 
such an approach. It is apparent that 
the continued governing of the Gaza 
Strip in such a fashion at the local 
level is neither cost effective nor in 
the best interests of Gaza residents. 

This being said, a consor tium of 
Palestinian private-sector companies 
(Paltel  Group, CCC, Palest ine 
Investment Fund, Bank of Palestine, 
and Palestine Real Estate Investment 
Company), called the Global Palestine-
Connected Gaza Alliance working in 
close cooperation with UNDP and 
the Norway Representative Office, 
have taken it upon themselves to 
hold a broad-based discussion on the 
fundamental need to establish some 
sort of regional development agency 
in Gaza to guide both development 

Based on the 2015 UNDP 
Capacity Assessment of 25 Gazan 
municipalities, it was identified 
that an area of “primary focus 
should be on local economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g 
linkages with regional planning 
processes.” Local Economic 
Development is a process 
used to promote equitable 
and sustainable growth in the 
economy (formal and informal) 
of a specific territory while 
ensuring its effective positioning 
within, and contribution to, its 
broader regional or national 
economies. It is a process that 
optimizes the utilization of a 
territory’s resources (productive, 
economic, natural, human, 
locational, and other) and 
effectively leverages a range 
of external inputs to advance 
i ts economic development 
objectives. It is a process that 
will encourage creativity and 
innovative solutions.

For UNDP and Palestinian 
partners, especially the Ministry 
of Local Government, facilitating 
an environment for economic 
growth through more sustainable 
jobs and income generation 
opportunities is paramount to 
tackling Gaza’s high levels of 
unemployment and humanitarian 
aid dependency. As such, UNDP 
benefitting from its regional 
adviser on Local Economic 
Development (LED) (who by 
chance is also from Gaza), 
embarked on a pilot project in five 
Gaza municipalities (Rafah, Khan 
Younis, Deir El Balah, Nuseirat, 
and Beit Lahia) to institutionalize 
the establishment of LED units 
within the municipalities. In 
addition, a joint economic 
mapp ing  o f  the  ta rge ted 
localities was undertaken with 
the Islamic University and MAS. 
This process in the end will 
lead to the establishment of 
LED forums of stakeholders 
who will identify projects and 
programmes that will promote 
economic development as one of 
many steps that will need to be 
taken to promote positive change 
on the ground in Gaza.

* Plan Magazine, “Spatial Visioning Reflections: 
Gaza,” available at http://www.ps.undp.org/content/
papp/en/home/library/democratic_governance/
plan---spatial-visioning-reflections--gaza-.html.

and investment opportunities.  While 
this approach is in its infancy stage, 
just the thought of the private sector 
engaging to improve the lives of the 
residents of the coastal plain and 
consulting with our Palestinians in Gaza 
for a shared vision is a step in the right 
direction. The above would only benefit 
all effor ts currently in place by the 
National Office for the Reconstruction 
of Gaza.

Many people have mentioned that 
this approach is idealistic and will not 
happen any time soon. Others have 
had reservations about some of the 
land-use patterns assigned, and still 
others have not looked favorably on the 
administrative ideas for Gaza. However, 
ten years after the implementation of 
this current Israeli blockade, many 
Palestinians, including the government, 
the private sector, the UN development 
agencies, Palestinian civil society 
organizations, and young people, 
as well as some in the international 
community, believe that changing 
the current realities of despair on the 
ground is the top national priority. There 
is no reason that Gaza and its people 
should have to go through one more day 
of this pain. As such, it is incumbent on 
the international community to put 
an end to the blockade. It is time for 
Palestinians to right their ship and end 
the internal division. It is time for the 
occupation to end so that Palestinians 
can realize their aspirations to live in 
dignity and freedom in order to achieve 
the relevant Sustainable Development 
Goals. It is time for Gaza to thrive again; 
time for it to become the gateway of 
prosperity once again. 

Born and raised in the United 
States, Nader Atta presently lives in 
the Palestinian city of Al-Bireh. He 
holds a BA in international relations 
from George Mason University and a 
master of technology in international 
development from North Carolina 
State University. As a young adult, he 
was one of the founding members of 
ROOTS, a Palestinian American Youth 
Organization based in Washington, DC. 
Since 1995, Mr. Atta has been working 

with the United Nations Development 
Programme/Programme of Assistance 
to the Palestinian People (UNDP/
PAPP) in various capacities. Mr. Atta 
is currently deputy team leader for the 
Governance and Social Development 
unit. 

Article photos: © Ahed Izhiman, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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Bab idDeir 
In Bethlehem’s old city quarters, among the cozy alleys that 
take you back to the time when many centuries ago Bethlehem 
was nothing more than a small village, Bab idDeir Art Gallery 
debuted in April 2017. Its opening ceremony celebrated both 
the gallery’s inauguration and the opening of “Bethlehem, 
Kaman o Kaman,” its first art exhibition. 

The vision behind this art gallery grew out of the desire to 
create a space to be used exclusively to exhibit artwork. 
The gallery functions as a place where artists who have 
enriched the Palestinian art scene over the years can exhibit 
their artworks; they enrich the gallery with a variety of art 
techniques. While the concept of an art gallery may seem new 
and modern, the space is meant to function as a place where 
older and upcoming generations can meet. The artworks 
exhibited are not limited to canvases but also encompass 
outstanding artworks made from other materials, such as 
wood and cement.  

In 2016, Bethlehem was nominated to be the 2020 Capital 
of Arab Culture by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs. Therefore, 
the opening of a gallery serves the purpose of reinforcing and 
reviving the cultural scene in Bethlehem – the touristic and 
vibrant city that has been known for its rich cultural content. 
Bab idDeir Art Gallery is an independent artistic hub that 
has a message to deliver: Palestinian artists can find beauty 
amongst all the brokenness in Palestine and reflect it in their 
artwork. The first art exhibition, “Bethlehem, Kaman o Kaman,” 
features more than 20 Palestinian artists who would like to pay 
tribute to Bethlehem; the city that the artists have loved and 
adorned, the city that has had a significant effect on them and 
inspired many of their artworks. In a series of individual and 
collective exhibitions, Bab idDeir Art Gallery displays these 
achievements that have come to hold a prominent place not 

only in Palestine but in other parts of 
the world as well. The gallery program 
will also include exhibitions of Arab and 
foreign artists to enrich the space of 
dialogue, reflection, and openness to 
what is new and vital in the arts scene. 

The gallery will exhibit works of the 
late Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, Adnan Al-
Zubaidy, and Hasan Hourani. Some of 
the artworks are not for sale but only 
exhibited in the gallery to enrich the 
artist’s participation and to pay tribute 
to this genuinely new idea. Even though 
you might have missed the opening of 
the gallery, you still can come to visit 
Bethlehem and “Bethlehem, Kaman o 
Kaman” till June 25. 

The gallery is open from Monday 
through Saturday from 10:00 am to 
6:00 pm; however, tourist groups can 
arrange to visit at their convenience. 
For more information, please visit 
our Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/Bab-IdDeir-Art-Gallery-
1752749495037769/?pnref=story. 
To schedule a visit, please contact us 
by e-mail at info@babiddeir.ps or by 
phone at 02-276 9888.

A New Art Gallery in Bethlehem

Photo by Power Group.

Photo by Power Group.

Photo by Nihaya Al Haj.

Photo by Power Group.
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Maharat 
Economic Empowerment 
for Gaza’s Youth

Courtesy of UNDP’s Productive Families Economic 
Empowerment Programme (DEEP)

he Maharat youth economic empowerment project supports young 
graduates from Gaza and was designed by UNDP in partnership with 
the Palestinian Federation of Industries (PFI), and the University College 
of Applied Sciences, with funding from the Islamic Development 
Bank. The project’s approach to economic empowerment is based 
on building the capacities of a group of young people in the areas of 
administration, finance, and project management and technical skills, 
and linking them with the industrial job market. 

Four industrial sectors were targeted following a thorough analysis 
of their human-resource needs: the garment and textiles industry; 
the wood industry; the paper industry; and the aluminum industry. 
More than 3,000 graduates from various age groups and residential 
areas in the Gaza Strip applied for the project. Once the profiles and 
applications had been assessed, the number of eligible applicants 
was reduced to 350 young men and women who received intensive 
training in factories, workshops, and university and specialized college 
laboratories. They were also subjected to a practical technical program 
in the targeted sectors, which included designing home furniture for 
the wood industry; designing aluminum “composite” facades, domes, 
and kitchens; designing, printing, packaging, and designing of 3-D 
molds for the paper industry; and fashion design that meets clothing 
requirements for the garment and textile industries.  

At the end of the project, more than 32 specialized companies 
were established. These companies support the industrial sector, 
in particular workshops and factories, and contribute to developing 
and introducing new and innovative product designs. This promotes 
sales and keeps pace with the global market in the targeted industrial 
sectors. 

In her small office inside an industrial incubator, Maha Awad from Gaza 
is working diligently to develop her personal project and entering new 
markets with dresses designed for weddings and special occasions. 

The Roqiy project is one of the entrepreneurial projects supported 
by Maharat and implemented by the Palestinian Federation of 

Industries, with funding from the 
Islamic Development Bank through 
UNDP. The project aims to introduce 
modern designs into the field of fashion. 
Maha hopes to increase her success in 
fashion design and target new clients 
and sectors. 

Maha describes her experience: “I 
applied for Maharat and was competing 
for funding to be able to realize my 
dream of starting my own business 
– Roqiy. I worked hard for this 
opportunity, and the training I received 
at Maharat helped improve my business 
and technical skills and enabled me to 
create my project. 

Roqiy has gained a prominent name and 
reputation in fashion design for wedding 
dresses among a wide variety of clients 
in Gaza. Roqiy now operates under its 
independent name and participates in 
fashion shows, with ambitions to make 
further progress. I want to reach the 
international market with my modern 
designs in the future.”

The Maharat project is the first of its 
kind in the State of Palestine to establish 
a youth empowerment program based 
on real market needs identified through 
research. The strategy is anticipated 
to bolster the development of local 
industry and the competitiveness of 
the national economy. The project came 
to life as part of UNDP’s Productive 
Families Economic Empowerment 
Programme (DEEP) funded collectively 
by Arab and Islamic funds, and the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, through the 
Islamic Development Bank, in addition 
to the governments of Sweden and 
Japan, Swiss Cooperation, and UNDP. 
Since its establishment, the program 
has offered economic empowerment to 
more than 22,000 Palestinian families 
and provided jobs for more than 8,000 
young men and women under the 
leadership of the Ministry of Social 
Development, in partnership with the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning, the 
Ministry of Labor, and the Islamic 
Development Bank.

t

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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Work Without 
Borders 
The Wamd Project for 
Productive Families

Courtesy of UNDP’s Productive Families Economic 
Empowerment Programme (DEEP)

ork Without Borders is a creative enterprise based in Gaza that 
aims to provide job opportunities to skilled Palestinians through 
work from afar and outsourcing. It offers overseas clients 
the opportunity to employ Palestinian expertise with creative 
potential and to provide the resources necessary to guarantee a 
decent work environment. This pioneering initiative in the State 
of Palestine, and more specifically in Gaza, helps to overcome 
the blockade, captivate young talented graduates, and provide 
competition with well-established outsourcing hubs such as 
Egypt and India. 

Work Without Borders was the first to partner with UNDP to 
implement the Wamd initiative, with funding from the Islamic 
Development Bank. The program seeks to widen employment 
opportunities for young professionals through remote business 
and e-work, enabling them to operate as employees and 
contractors for businesses or institutions abroad. The program 
also targets productive families, identified through the DEEP 
program, and trains them on the use of e-marketing to sell 
their products. Around 120 individuals are e-marketing their 
products and have increased their income and improved their 
livelihoods. Sixteen programmers from poor families have also 
been introduced to the external labor market, and ten individuals 
have been employed as outsourced service providers. 

Ahmad is 26 years old and the only breadwinner for his family 
of seven since his father died. He has two sisters who study at 
university and two brothers in high school. He explains, “I joined 
the Faculty of Information Technology Engineering at Al-Azhar 
University because of my lifelong love for programming and 
computers. My father died in the same year. I worked during my 

studies so that I could support my 
family. After I finished my studies, 
I went to look for a job but did not 
even get an interview since most of 
the jobs required experience. After a 
period of time, I got a job through the 
Engineers Syndicate as a trainee and 
then on a monthly contract. 

Desperate to get a job in my area of 
expertise, I started to search online 
for job oppor tunities. I found a 
training opportunity, and then I was 
hired. I was contacted to sit for an 
exam, which I passed successfully. 
Afterwards I was trained by two 
prominent programmers in a training 
environment that was designed to 
prepare the trainee to work directly. 
Most of the applicants were hired 
by Work Without Borders to provide 
online services in various companies. 

I was accepted as part of a team of 
eight programmers to work with a Saudi 
company. Wamd provided me with the 
first real opportunity to work and train. 
I never imagined that there would be a 
place that could prepare and support 
us so well to enter the labor market.

w I can say that Wamd provides serious 
training for direct employment and 
prepares people for the real labor 
market. In addition, it closes the 
gap between university education 
a n d  m a r k e t  r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
Trainees become familiar with the 
requirements of the market and how 
they can build and develop their 
abilities to get a job anywhere.”

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.

© Shareef Sarhan, UNDP/PAPP image bank.
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My Uncle, Jaffa, 
and Digging 
for Memories

By Samar Al-Dreamly

he respect for an 80-year-old man should have been enough to make 
me hesitate and be content with a handshake rather than a kiss. It 
should have left me embarrassed to throw myself into his arms right 
away.

My exiled uncle. 

My uncle the refugee. 

I met my maternal uncle last summer for the first time while I was in 
Amman, the Jordanian capital, on a short trip with my almost-three-
year-old daughter. He was making a summer visit to Amman from 
Doha, his place of residence.

My uncle was born in the Nuzha Quarter of the splendid city of Jaffa 
that lies proudly and temptingly on the Mediterranean coast. Together 
with his siblings and parents he left his home for Gaza following the 
Nakba in 1948. Later on, each one of the siblings was forced to choose 
a temporary place of residence in one of the various Arab countries.

When I found out that my uncle was in Amman, I hurriedly packed my 
belongings, dropping things left and right as my hands were trembling 
with excitement, and left the hotel where I had been staying to meet 
him at his Jordanian summer home.

Confused feelings and ideas raced through my brain and jolted my 
heart. I would meet a member of my mother’s family in person 
rather than through virtual communication channels! “Oh Lord, is 
this possible?” I thought. “I will meet my mother’s eldest brother; 
the brother she has not seen in forty years, the one she speaks 
about whenever we sit at our dining table and enjoy grilled meat or 
sausages. After all, he had been the owner of the first grilled-meat 
restaurant in Jaffa.”

At our first encounter, his eyes anxiously 
darted right and left, as if he were still 
searching for me. We were shaken with 
grief, agony, and joy. Tears flooded our 
eyes as we hugged each other intensely 
– as if we were compensating for 69 
years of Nakba, 40 years of exile, and 
my lifetime of separation.

We wanted to turn time back to the old 
Jaffa, gather up fallen oranges from 
between our feet, and smell the white 
jasmine that my grandfather used to 
hide carefully in his dark-red tarbush. 
Like the children back then, I wanted to 
listen to my grandmother’s soft classy 
voice asking my grandfather to go and 
fetch ripe tomatoes from the market – 
my mother had told me these childhood 
stories many times. 

As the fast pulse of our hearts was 
slowing down again, beating as if it 
were united with the tick-tock of the 
old clock tower on Jaffa’s Shuhada 
Square, we cursed the Nakba, the smell 
of the refugee tents, and the old key 
that hangs on our living room wall – 

from deep inside and with a wounded, 
silenced voice.

My uncle is a respectable person, and 
despite his old age, he has strong, vivid 
memories of Jaffa, Gaza, Palestine, and 
its history. He walks with a straight 
back and holds his head high. His 
fresh skin has few wrinkles. He seems 
wise and calm, so much so that I felt a 
deep regret about what the Nakba and 
the Naksa (occupation in 1967) had 
brought upon us. Had he been among 
us, I would have consulted him about so 
many decisions in my life, at times even 
about what to cook on a particular day.

Later that night, my uncle said, “See, 
dear niece, I do not cry often, but when 
I saw you stepping out of the car with 
your daughter, I remembered your 
mother, whom I left when she was as 
young as your daughter is now. And 
after all these years, I still am not able 
to meet or see her. But at least I can 
now meet my niece and my sister’s 
granddaughter. Seeing you this morning 
was as if the past 69 years had been 
summed up in one moment.”t

Jaffa, pre 1948.
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“What is happening to us Palestinians 
is so very disheartening,” he continued. 
“The more anniversaries of the Nakba 
we commemorate, the more years 
of our lives and of the lives of our 
grandchildren we lose, because we 
spend them without knowing each 
other. See, dear niece, should they 
give me a door that opens to two tiles 
(i.e., tiny rooms) in Jaffa, this would 
be dearer and better for me than all 
the castles of the world or the villas 
I live in.”

“When I meet people from Jaffa, the 
one thing of which I am certain is that 
since the old times of our ancestors, we 
have been sharing a common trait that 
is passed on through the generations: 
our love of life and our optimism when 
things are tough. People from Jaffa 
always see that good will beat evil, and 
thus we live with enduring happiness.”

“We love flowers, whether natural or 
artificial; we love the blue color of the 
sky and give full freedom to our sense 
of joy. Only the sky is our limit. We 
prepare for emergencies and stay calm 
in times of peace or war, never tiring of 
the sweet and bitter sides of life. We 
cook our food on a gentle fire and take 
good care in adding spices, always 
looking for ways to improve the taste 
even more. We are never satisfied until 
things are perfect and complete.”

Though generous, hospitable, and kind, 
people from Jaffa do not like waste; 
they are creative in saving food and 
mending clothes… They do not throw 
away food – neither its remains nor 
its byproducts. Everything is used; 
sometimes by adding new ingredients 
to make its taste acceptable for their 
children who crawl at their feet in the 
kitchen. The people of Jaffa cuddle 
their children and do not oppress them, 
nor do they take strict measures of 
punishment against them. They give 
their advice and guidance while leaving 
space for the children to grow at their 
own pace.

Citrus fruits, mainly oranges, are 
consumed in their entirety; even the peel 
is used in ways that they have learned 
from their fathers and grandfathers. 
Jaffans only throw away the seeds.

The people of Jaffa take generous care 
of their guests, even if this burdens 
their monthly budget. The town has 
traditionally been known as “the mother 
of strangers,” famous for the hospitality 
of its inhabitants, who are a people of 
the Mediterranean coast and of trade: 

the comfort of their guests is more 
impor tant to them than their own. 
They have a strong sense of honor, 
particularly when they get old and tend 
to behave in a manner that reflects 
their dignity. An elderly person once 
confided: “I wish, while I’m still alive, 
that I could organize my own funeral 
and the way the mourners would come 
to express their condolences.”

In Jaffa, people stay up all night to 
have more time to engage with life. 
During summer nights, they blossom 
and thrive. Chatting and talking from 
their balconies – which are usually 
over flowing with pottery, plastic, 
or metal pots that hold flowers and 
aromatic herbs – they sip mint tea 
and nibble traditional white cheese in 
sandwiches or with slices of sweet 
watermelon. They like to pamper 
themselves with fine clothes and soft 
scents, and take care to comply with 
the latest fashion. In winter, you will 
find Jaffa’s dwellings warm and cozy, 
and when you enter people’s homes, 
the cold leaves not only your body but 
also your soul.

Jaffa’s citizens have a unique dialect 
that speaks of the long-standing culture 
that has enriched this beautiful town 
for centuries. But the best word of 
Jaffa’s inhabitants contains no letter 
of the alphabet: it is the “Jaffa snort,” 
an expression of deep anger or strong 
objection.

I stay in touch with my uncle through 
social media. But having spent these 
few days face-to-face with him in 
Amman, our interaction has changed. 
He still sends me a “dry” electronic 
kiss over his mobile phone, and I 
assure him that “it arrived,” although 
really it has not, and sent this way, it 
simply never could. Such short and 
ephemeral meetings in vir tual space 
with close relatives impair natural 
family relations and hit the very nerve 
of humanity. They are a shame in a 
world that remains silent in front of the 
systematic prolongation of the Israeli 
occupation, which is reborn every 
day with new generations that are still 
bound by the Nakba.

The good Lord has made it possible 
this last winter for my mother to leave 
Gaza and see my uncle and a number 
of her siblings in Doha. She spent 20 
days with them, staying up around 
the clock to talk and dig up cherished 
memories, searching for all the little 
details. Then they wished each other 
farewell, hoping that they would meet 
again but not knowing whether, when, 
or where this would be possible. 

Samar Al-Dreamly is an award-winning 
freelance journalist from Gaza, the 
coordinator of media programing 
in the Women’s Affairs Center in 
Gaza, and the secretary editor of 
the center’s Al Ghaidaa Magazine. 
Samar is vice chair of Community 
Media Center and a member of the 
International Federation of Journalists, 
the Palestinian Journalists’ Syndicate, 
and the general assembly for Addameer 
Prisoner Support and Human Rights 
Association.

Jaffa’s clock tower 
is one of seven 
clock towers built in 
Palestine during the 
Ottoman period.
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Nablus Road Open Days
hat can be done to revive the center of Jerusalem? Tourism 
establishments in the city are closing their doors one after the other, and 
the same goes for several other cultural and community centers. Almost 
everyone linked to the tourism sector seems to be facing a number of 
setbacks imposed by the deprivation of the city from its hinterland by 
the Israeli siege, and by the seasonal nature and high political sensitivity 
of the traditional Christian pilgrimage. 

The decline has been ongoing since the year 2010 when Jerusalem 
essentially ceased to be the center of Palestinian life and eyes were 
diverted elsewhere. This decline was exacerbated after the war on Gaza 
in 2014. Except for very few tourism seasons such as Easter, in addition 
to some Islamic tourism, the general trend is still negative and the threat 
that additional establishments will close down is still pretty high.

The Jerusalem community needs to act in order to reverse what seems 
to be an endless deterioration. The city needs to find its rightful position 
on Palestine’s tourism map both locally and internationally. In order to 
achieve such a change, the city needs to reinvent and rearrange its 
tourism product with specific focus on exposing and employing the 
existing cultural diversity. It needs to introduce and offer attractive and 
interactive initiatives that are able to entice visitors to explore the city’s 
secrets and gems, to delve beyond its traditional and well-known sites, 
and to generate income and employment for its businesses and its 
impoverished community.

A number of concerned organizations along Nablus Road, led by the Arab 
Hotel Association and supported by UNDP’s Community Resilience and 
Development Programme and the European Union, and in cooperation 
with various active tourism and cultural institutions, came together to 
organize an initiative that responds to the city’s business needs and to 
the welfare, well-being, and resilience of its residents. 

The second annual Nablus Road Open Days event, due to take place 
on May 4, 5, and 6, is an attempt to explore and discover the hidden 
secrets of the various institutions along the road from Damascus Gate 
to the Heritage Museum at Dar Al-Tifel Al-Arabi. Each organization has 
a story to tell, a space or a garden to visit, and a history to explore. All 
organizations along the street are making their venues and resources 
available to host a number of cultural, touristic, and heritage events. 

The Nablus Road event has fostered neighborly relations among 
participating organizations and has promoted the diversity that exists 
along the street. Visitors are invited to visit all of the venues during these 
three days and to walk through the streets and markets in and around 
the heart of the city and among its indigenous population. Hosted events 
are attractive and convenient for families and for all who desire to visit 
the heart of the Old City of Jerusalem that longs for your warmth.

w
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Tackling the 
Occupation

By Roberto Kettlun

n July 25, 2016, the day of my 35th birthday, I was having a late 
breakfast at Zamn Restaurant in Ramallah with my friend and 
Palestinian national soccer team player Abdallah Jaber, when my 
mobile phone rang. It was Kifah Al Sharif, the president of the Ahli al 
Khalil (literally: the family of al-Khalil/Hebron) soccer team with whom 
I had been playing until just a few days earlier. He was calling from 
Gaza and complained that five team players had been refused entry 
into Gaza by Israeli security personnel at the Erez border crossing that 
morning. One of them happened to be my breakfast mate. The super 
cup final game was scheduled to take place the next day in Yarmouk 
Stadium, and the contenders were the team from Khan Younis and 
Ahli al Khalil.

“How can we play tomorrow with only ten players?” was Mr. Kifah’s 
main concern. “Listen,” I said, “legally I am still under contract 
with your club until July 31, 2016. So, if you make the necessary 
arrangements with the Palestinian Football Association (PFA), I can 
cross tomorrow morning and play the game.” “That’s fantastic!” was 
his reply. “Let me call the general secretary about this, and I will call 
you back in five minutes; yes, five Palestinian minutes.” 

At this point, I should tell you that by the word arrangements I meant 
both authorization to play and coordination with the Israelis to allow 
me to get into Gaza.

The next morning I was having coffee with my wife at home when my 
telephone rang. The screen blinked “Kifah Al Sharif calling.” I knew 
what it was about before I even answered. 

“It’s ready! I spoke with the secretary general. Please go immediately 
to Qalandiya, there is a driver waiting for you. He will take you to Erez,” 
Mr. Kifah told me before ending the conversation.

I looked at my wife and said, “Mi amor, I’m going to Gaza. See you 
tomorrow.”

I will not go into details about our 
“husband and wife” conversation that 
morning. We would need a 100-page 
special edition. Two hours later, I was at 
Erez border crossing. The Israeli soldier 
was already holding my passpor t, 
looking at the computer screen, trying 
to find my name. Last name, middle 
name, nickname, nothing showed in 
the system. The soldier handed back 
my passport and said, “You are not in 
the system, you cannot go to Gaza.”

Immediately, I called Mr. Kifah. “I’m not 
in the system. Are you sure the PFA 
made the arrangements for me to go 
in?” “No,” he replied. “They only gave 
you permission to play in the game.” I 
asked, “How am I supposed to play 
if I don’t have permission to enter 
Gaza?!”

Telephone calls went back 
and forth between Mr. Kifah 
and the PFA. Many futile 
attempts were made to try 
to convince the soldiers 
to let me enter. We were 
about to give up hope 
when...

Around 2:00 or 2:30 there 
was a shift change. The 
soldier who had previously 
processed my case left 
his position, and instead 
there arrived a sweet, nice 
person – it is difficult to 

believe that she can be working in 
this field. Her name I still remember... 
I walked up to her, told her my story, 
begged for her to let me enter, explained 
the great importance of that particular 
game, and asked her to please hurry 
because the game was scheduled to 
start in two hours.

As she took my passport, she said, “I 
will try to help you, please wait.” And 
with that she went up to the offices on 
the second floor. After 30 long minutes 
she came back, smiling, and told me, 
“I have good news: you will be allowed 
to enter Gaza.”

o
Photo courtesy of the author.
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The joy I experienced at that moment is not 
comparable to anything, not even to winning 
the super cup! It took some time before she 
finished entering my data into the computer. 
Then she stamped my passport and wished 
me good luck in the game. The next step 
was a three-kilometer ride in a tuk-tuk 
(three-wheeled vehicle) that carried me and 
four others along with all our bags. It felt like 
a fenced-in roller coaster: not safe at all, but 
we laughed and joked during the entire ride.

I arrived at number 444 border control, 
the site of the funniest moment of the 
entire adventure: The Palestinian security 
policeman didn’t know I was coming, so he 
told me, “I am sorry, but you are not in the 
system, so you cannot enter Gaza.” 

“Are you kidding me?!” I asked. He began 
to tell me all about procedures and how 
nobody can enter without the approval of 
the Gazan authorities… To make a long 
story short, after a couple of phone calls, 
I was allowed to continue on my way to 

Yarmouk Stadium. I arrived exactly 
two minutes before the referee’s 
whistle announced the start of the 
game. There was just enough time 
to go to the dressing room and 
change into my soccer uniform 
before I played the game. It was my 
final game as a professional player, 
the game that ended a career of 16 
years, 12 of which I had played 
for the Palestinian National Team. 
Destiny wanted me to retire from 
professional football in Gaza. 

We won the game 1-0. But believe 
me, on that day the result was not 
important at all. Later that evening, 
we made an official visit to say 
hello to Mr. Ismael Haniyyeh. When 
we had dinner with the players of 
the two teams and spor ts and 
political authorities, the anchorman 
started his speech by recounting 
what I had accomplished that day. 
To the clapping and cheering of 
everyone, he called it a victory 
for all Palestinians: “Today, the 
occupation was defeated by 
Roberto!” 

For sure, this was one of the top 
three moments during our five 
years of living in Palestine. But 
now, nine months later, I am writing 
this from Santiago, Chile. Israel did 
not grant me a renewal of my visa. 

Roberto Kettlun is a Palestinian-
Italian soccer player. Having started 
as a youth player for the Universidad 
Catolica club in Chile, he played 
professional soccer with clubs 
in Chile (Club Palestino, Unión 
Española), Greece (Skoda Xanthi, 
super league), and Italy (Brindisi, 
Teramo, Casarano) before he 
joined Hilal Al Quds (Palestine, 
2012–2015) and Ahli Al Khalil 
(Hebron, Palestine, 2015–2016). 
He played on the Palestine National 
Team (2002–2012) and was a 
sports consultant with Bank of 
Palestine (2015–2017). Roberto is 
the proud father or four “lovely and 
sometimes naughty” children. His 
two boys were born in Ramallah.

Photo courtesy of the author.
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Voices 
of Youth
Young Gazan Writers Reflect 
on the Theme “What You 
Didn't Know about Gaza”

The Beauty of Darkness
By Asmaa Elkhaldi

During the last ten years, many events have 
happened in this tiny spot of land, bringing 
occupied Palestine to the attention of people 
around the world. These ten years have been 
the toughest on Gazans, at least for this Gazan. 
I was ten years old when the Israeli blockade 
was imposed, and then things like electricity 

shortages became something we began to take for granted. I don’t 
remember the last time we had a full day of electricity; I guess that 
would have been when I was nine. I was fond of lights; I really feared 
the dark then, but not now. These ten years have shown me the beauty 
of darkness, or at least that’s the way I choose to see it. There is 
serenity, calmness, and peace in the darkness, and there are tender 
breezes that I wouldn’t have recognized if I hadn’t sat helplessly in 
the dark due to the shortage. Have you ever walked on a road by the 
light of the moon? Isn’t that romantic? So is listening to the waves 
of Gaza’s sea, good company, the enticing smell of grilled corn, and 
the beauty of the moonlight. That is all I need to make me go to sleep 
smiling. I believe that happiness comes from within. 

Musakhan
By Kholoud Rabah

In Palestinian cuisine, there is one traditional dish I like the 
most: musakhan. It’s easy to make, and the peasants in old 
Palestinian villages used to prepare it to celebrate the olive 
harvest. It is known as the national dish of Palestine. Since 
I was a child, musakhan has been my favorite food. This 
dish is simple to prepare and typically starts with tabun – a 
flatbread cooked in a stone oven – on which spiced chicken 

pieces are placed. The bread and chicken are then topped with sautéed onions, 
sumac, and olive oil. The combination is finally roasted in the oven until the bread 
crisps and glistens golden brown. It is eaten with one’s hands and served with 
soup and salad. It’s delicious and is loved by the Gazans.

We Cherish Fridays
By Rana Shubair

The people of Gaza cherish Fridays for a number of reasons. 
For many families, it’s the only day on which they gather 
around the dinner table together. In the evening, they go to 
the beach or to visit relatives. Friday is a religious celebration 
as well, and you can’t help but feel the blessed atmosphere 
that encompasses the city. I love it!

Gaza Is Creative
By Basman Derawi

Creativity is richer and more real when it comes from a dark 
and deep place, and Gaza is the best example. It suffers 
from a blockade, wars, poverty, and pain, but these only 
serve to bring out another side. Gaza also has music, 
painting, poetry, and black comedy. Even when issues like 
no electricity plague us, we create our own energy using 
car batteries. 

Photo courtesy of VisitPalestine.
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Families and Love
By Doaa Mohaisen

Family plays a significant role in our lives as Gazans. Our 
family is usually a source of love, support, and protection, 
but most families also impose lots of restrictions. For 
instance, unlike in other parts of the world where the 
children leave the house once they are 18, in Gaza, you 
continue to live with your family until you get married. And 
even then, you never live too far away. Gazan marriage 

rituals are usually very traditional. The mother of a young man visits the house of 
a young woman whom she considers suitable and tells her and her family about 
her son, his physical description, his job, etc. If the young woman agrees – and 
sometimes her family forces her to agree if they are very conservative – the young 
man then visits her. If he thinks she is suitable, then they agree on a dowry (a 
sum of money for the bride’s family) and get engaged. I, however, would prefer 
to fall in love and get married outside Gaza. 

Gaza Is Beautiful 
By Haneen Al-Holy

Several days ago, my mind was really exhausted and I 
could barely do the routine things that all people do – for 
example, attend lectures. One of my friends said to me, 
“You look beautiful today.” I silently gazed at her, shocked. 
I had been feeling like I was about to commit suicide! She 
was smiling as she stood in front of me, and of course 
I needed to thank her. Clearly, beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder. For me and without exaggeration, I can say that Gaza is all about beauty; 
even its suffering is beautiful. You all know about the 2014 war and how 2,140 
Gazans were brutally killed. But have you heard about the 5,300 newborn babies? 
You often hear about the “low-quality education” in Gaza, but you never hear that 
there are 712 schools and that 50.4 percent of the students are females. I hope 
that this has changed some of your stereotypical thinking. 

We Are Humans Just Like You
By Anas Jnena

I want the world to know that Gaza is all about life – just 
like any other city in the world. I want the world to know 
that Gaza is not the devastated, dusty, moldy place that is 
too often shown on the news. I want the world to know that 
Palestinians are neither victims nor heroes. 

I want the world to know that when a Palestinian mother 
ululates over her son’s death, it does not mean that she’s 

heartlessly celebrating; rather, it’s an often-unsuccessful attempt to persuade 
herself and her other children that she will endure the pain no matter what, that she 
will not let the grief engulf her, that she won’t give up. But if you want to know the 
truth, look carefully into her eyes and see what they speak; or, if you have enough 
guts, stand at her window at night to hear the heart-wrenching moans and sighs. 

I want the world to know that when Palestinian kids throw stones at Israeli soldiers 
sent to enforce the occupation, it doesn’t mean that we teach our children hatred 
or that we advocate violence. Rather, it’s our only way of showing them that we 
will resist and defend ourselves, that we won’t be defeatists. Instead of questioning 
Palestinians’ intentions, these critics should first look at what Israel has contributed 
to achieving peace and justice: expanding settlements, a ten-year siege, closed 
borders, eight hours of electricity a day, three wars… 

I also want the world to know that there’s really nothing that can stop us from 
falling in love, that we play Adam Lambert’s “Another Lonely Night” when we get 
dumped, Justin Timberlake’s “What Goes Around Comes Around” when we are 
cheated on, and Adele’s “Hello” when we sorely miss somebody. 

I want the world to know that Palestine has writers, artists, thinkers, and, most 
importantly, lovers. I want the world to know that we are humans just like you.

In 2015, We Are Not Numbers was launched as a storytelling project that pairs 
developing Palestinian writers (mostly from Gaza and Lebanon), who write in 
English, with international mentors to tell the human stories behind the numbers 
in the news. It is hosted in Gaza by the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor. 
The writers above are all writers with the project. To find more stories, please visit 
WeAreNotNumbers.org. 

Photo courtesy of VisitPalestine.
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Inclusivity and 
Tolerance beyond 
Age and Gender 
Gaza’s Tech and 
Debate Communities

By Heba Alhayek

he women’s technology and business community in Gaza combines 
entities that may surprise you at first. But while expressions like 
crises, blockade, and war are more familiar in this context, Gaza 
is setting an international example in terms of inclusivity and 
accessibility for its aspiring entrepreneurs. Young women, especially, 
have revealed a great hunger and quest to be represented among 
the tech and business community in Gaza – similar to any other 
place in the world. 

As can be expected, many challenges have to be overcome under 
the current political and social circumstances; social restrictions 
and lack of electricity and mobility are only a few among the many 
challenges that entrepreneurs face in Gaza. The good news is that 
they have not stopped female entrepreneurs from making it happen.

When a call was issued for a “hackathon” focused on solving 
problems related to women entrepreneurs, 83 percent of responding 
participants were female – the highest percentage globally in the 
same event series. It came as a surprise even to Gaza Sky Geeks who 
organized the event in partnership with another start-up accelerator, 
AngelHack,* and it should entice some re-thinking of preconceived 
ideas regarding the possibility of equal participation of Gaza’s women 
in society and business.

“It’s true that my idea wasn’t one of the finalists, but the event 
pushed me to learn a new coding language only one night before 
the event. And the fact that the organizers believed in me was the 
reason that I believed in myself in the first place. In Gaza it is never 
easy to notice all the small victories that we accomplish every day. 

Today, and through this amazing and 
empowering community, it’s finally 
possible!” says Asma Almadhoun, the 
winner of the Best Developer Award in 
the hackathon.

I t  doesn’t stop here. The next 
generation of Gaza’s women is setting 
high expectations for a prosperous and 
expansive community in the coming 
years. Programs such as Technovation 
Challenge and BanaTech target girls 
from 10 to 17 years old, and teach 
them to code and to build mobile-
based apps to solve real-life problems.   

“My teacher nominated me to join the 
Technovation program where I was 
first introduced to coding. I really loved 
it, so I decided to continue and began 
to study programming on my own. As 
a result, I won many local prizes and 
joined the Gaza Challenge 3.0 boot 
camp,” says Zinab ElRamlawy. Her 
first mobile app, Fire Control, aims to 

the tech community. Another great 
example is the rising advocacy for 
debate, which enhances dialogue 
both among Gazans themselves 
and between Gazans and the global 
community. The diversity that can be 
found here is impressive.

Gazans have taught themselves how 
to grow and expand beyond the 
restrictions that are being placed on 
their physical movement and access 
to the outside world. Internet and 
youth activities with their growing 
potential have opened a door that 
allows different belief systems and 
philosophes to emerge. And while the 
political and social situation creates 
all types of conversations, a space for 
productive and meaningful debate and 
dialogue is always needed.

Together with Basel Almadhoun, I 
established the first debate club in 
Gaza. Basel learned debate during an 

t

reduce the number of fire accidents 
and the injuries that are caused by 
candles or electricity generators, which 
are used in Gaza as an alternative to 
the constant electricity cuts, and the 
lack of safety measures in the Strip.

Much more is growing in Gaza besides 

exchange year in the United States, 
and he has since passed on to me 
his expertise and passion. Over the 
course of four years, the club has 
developed into the Debate, Dialogue, 
and Discussion in Palestine initiative 
(DDD). Many organizations and groups 
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have begun to adopt this culture and 
have helped to nurture a more open 
and vulnerable society. Such projects 
aim to reduce miscommunication 
and intolerance by creating a healthy 
socio-political environment through 
animating knowledge-based public 
discussions and debates in Gaza’s 
society. Thus, the aim is to spread 
the values of exchange of ideas, 
respect of each other’s opinions, and 
professional integrity in defending and 
promoting one’s own concepts in life.

* Other start-up accelerators and incubators that 
operate in Gaza include Palestine’s Information 
and Communications Technology Incubator (PICTI), 
Indiegogo, and Gaza’s University College of Applied 
Sciences (UCAS).

Setting yet another example of equal 
opportunity, our project has maintained 
equal gender par ticipation in our 
debate and dialogue sessions. This has 
opened the space for more inclusive 
and reasonable thinking strategies 
to emerge among the par ticipants. 
Gaza is showing the world that similar 
access to this natural diversity –which 
we still lack today in many areas – is 
beyond the limitations that are imposed 
on us and our minds. It’s a matter of 
ability to adjust to it, which has proved 
to be completely possible.

“I had never stood in front of people 
or dared to speak publicly until I first 
learned how to listen to others carefully 
and accept who they are. It turned 
out that being listened to is not the 
most effective form of self-expression 
unless we first listen to other people. 
DDD has taught me such tolerance 
and has made me a better version of 
myself,” says Fatima Abu Hashem, one 
of the recent graduates of DDD. 

A closer look at Gaza will make you 
wonder how much people could 
achieve if they could free their minds, 
even as they engage in the necessary 
struggle. Hope, determination, and 
hard work are Gazans’ only bet for 
a better future. In a place where the 
unemployment rate has reached 70 
percent among fresh graduates and 
where the education level is still one 
of the highest in the region, there’s a 
lot to change and a lot more to learn.

Heba Alhayek is the Mentorship Program 
and Communication coordinator at 
Gaza Sky Geeks. She also serves at 
the American-Middle East Network 
for Dialogue at Stanford University 
as the Regional Hub coordinator and 
Startup Group chair, and has been 
working and volunteering in various 
community development organizations 
and initiatives.

Article photos are courtesy from the 
author.
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What? 
A Game?

By Rasheed Abueideh

If you think that the situation in Gaza or in Palestine in general will 
be solved soon, I believe you are mistaken. I have no idea how we 
have been able to develop a way to survive in the midst of injustice, 
discrimination, and occupation.

In 2014, there was another war on Gaza, but this time it was different. 
The number of civilians killed was huge, and people were especially 
shocked by how many children were killed. It was a massacre. Sure, 
this is not the first massacre that we have had to face as Palestinians; 
there have been many. But seeing how global media presented this war, 
I knew on which side they stood. I could not understand the world’s 

to share my deepest feelings 
and emotions. And being a 
game designer, I knew that I 
had to create a game – even 
though many people would not 
understand my decision. They 
might say: There are people 
dying here, and you are thinking 
about games? Do something more 
useful to help. 

But I went ahead and created a 
game because I believe that 
games are an element of 
culture, a type of media, and 
we can share any story by 
using games. Like movies, 
songs, art, or books, games 
can be a source of information. 
But they are not like any other 
medium: In movies, you watch the 
hero; in books, you read about the 
hero; but in games, you are the hero. 
In games, you are not merely a viewer. 
You take action, you can change the 
flow of the game by making decisions, 
you write your own story – even if only 
in a virtual world. Your brain will blur 
the lines between the virtual and the 
actual world; this is why many people 
get totally engaged in games and why 

i

Games are the 
best medium for 
sharing stories 
because they give 
players a chance 
to  exper ience 
t h e  f e e l i n g s 
that come up in 
certain situations. 

silence and inaction in the face of the ongoing atrocities, and I felt that 
we were facing some sort of brainwashing machine.

For me, this war was more difficult because my perspective had 
changed. I had become a father, and I began to observe things 
based on that perspective. Now, when I see a father carrying the 
lifeless body of his son or daughter, I always think, “What if this had 
happened to me?”

I still have no answer to that question. But I knew that I had to do 
something, something effective; something that would allow me 

gamers enjoy talking about their stories 
and reveling in how they accomplished 
their missions. 

So I decided to create a game called 
Liyla and the Shadows of War. It is a 
game based on actual events: It tells 
the story of a little girl who lives in Gaza 
during the war of 2014. I worked for 
20 months with a team of volunteers 

to develop this game. When we were 
ready for the release, we received a 
punch in the face when the App Store 
team rejected our game. They claimed 
that it makes a political statement and 
should be removed from the games 
category and placed under news.

I had worked long hours on this 
game to describe the suffering of the 
Palestinians. I had created it as an act 
to express our humanity. I considered 
its rejection to be discrimination and 
par t of the misrepresentation that 
Palestinians are exposed to on a 
global level. When I talked about this 
experience in public, I received support 
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via social media from many people 
around the world. And when important 
sites such as the Guardian and the New 
York Times began to pay attention, the 
App Store team decided to accept the 
game as a game. 

One year after the release of Liyla, it has 
been downloaded more than 800,000 
times. Liyla has been featured in 

events in Croatia, Singapore, Germany, 
Italy, Spain, Finland, South Africa, 
Canada, and Jordan. It has been 
nominated for a number of awards, 
three of which it won, and I was 
invited to give a talk about Liyla at 
GDC, the largest conference for game 
developers around the world, where 
I received an unbelievable amount 
of support from the audience. I am 
convinced that I received this support 
as a representative of the Palestinian 
people, especially the people of Gaza. 

With 800,000 downloads, the total 
gameplay time of Liyla amounts to 
about 21 years. I would never have 
been able to talk about Palestine that 
much without Liyla, The Game!

Rasheed Abueideh is an entrepreneur, 
game designer, and traveler. Liyla and 
the Shadows of War is available online, 
free of charge.
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The Gaza Kitchen 
A Palestinian Culinary Journey 
Just World Books, 2nd edition, October 2016
By Laila El-Haddad and Maggie Schmitt
Hardcover, 352 pages, US$ 29.99

trade routes; and in more modern 
times, as a holding place for massive 
numbers of Palestinian refugees from 
its surroundings, incorporating not only 
elements of the Mediterranean, such as 
dill and seafood, but also of the Bedouin 
tradition of Bir al-Saba and nearby Sinai, 
the flavors of the fellaheen of its eastern 
villages, the sophisticated and urbane 
tastes of Yaffa, and the much-loved 
piquancy and spice-heavy foods of 
Gaza City itself.

When we think of Gaza, we don’t tend 
to think of food – except, of course, 
in the context of its absence or else 
unaffordability due to the effect of a 
persistent and deliberate blockade 
intended to deprive people of their 
ability to prosper, develop, and live free, 
ordinary lives. 

Gaza and its people have the misfortune 
of being viewed as a caricature of sorts, 
whether by supporters or adversaries 
or brethren. We are brute, resilient, and 
steadfast; we are brutal, aggressive, 
and violent; we are wretched, dejected, 
and downtrodden.

But in the end, we are human beings 
who are more concerned with the 
immediate and pressing issue of our 
daily struggle to survive rather than how 
we are viewed by others. 

In 2010, my co-author Maggie Schmitt 
and I went to Gaza and spent many 
weeks poking around in people’s 
kitchens, joining their families for lavish 
meals often prepared on nothing more 
than a butane burner, massaging the 
warm, fer tile composted soil with 
farmers, and listening as they all 
shared their collective hopes and fears 
and laughter and histories – all the 
rich details that get lost between the 
dichotomous and convenient media 
sound bytes and snapshots that allow 
us, the readers and viewers, to dismiss 
or pity Gaza.  

Of course, the historical Gaza region 
occupies (as it were) a unique culinary 
position in its own right, a function 
of its position along a crossroads 
between continents and along ancient 

More than just pretty pictures or 
trendy recipes, or even “folklorized” 
ethnography, it is an ode to the ordinary, 
a guide to understanding a place and a 
people and their dogged persistence 
to keep cooking, living, retaining 
their dignity, and staying human, 
as well as their ability to keep alive 
the traditions and tastes of parts of 
historical Palestine of which no other 
trace exists, aside from its aromas and 
flavors and memories. And given the 

In 2013, I had the chance to return 
once more while filming an episode 
with acclaimed food critic and television 
personality Anthony Bourdain, before 
travel through Rafah Crossing was 
nearly halted. I revisited many of the 
same families, acquired a few new 
recipes, and received firsthand updates 
on the situation. Thus the second and 
updated edition of The Gaza Kitchen 
was born.  

We have always thought of The Gaza 
Kitchen as a storybook of sor ts, a 
window to understanding Gaza that 
turns the conventional camera-eye view 
of this troubled part of Palestine on its 
head, and in so doing, helps the reader 
understand the Palestinian experience 
in Gaza, as well as its inhabitants, their 
history, and their present.  

constant threat of the appropriation and 
“invisibilization” of Palestinian history, 
we like to think that such a compilation 
is more important than ever.

Read it, cook from it, eat, contemplate, 
and then converse, act, and repeat. And 
above all, enjoy its recipes, much as 
Gazans would.

Laila El-Haddad

Laila El-Haddad and Maggie Schmitt. Photo courtesy of Laila El-Haddad.
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Shareef Sarhan
Between Art, Siege, and Globality

Shareef Sarhan started his career as 
an artist in 1995, at Learn Arts, a fine 
arts program at the YMCA in Gaza City. 
He then moved into a new and different 
world as he looked for beauty, art, and 
a means to express his love of nature 
and humanity. He was introduced to 
modern art and its relevance to daily 
life through his encounter with the 
Syrian artist Marwan Qasab Bashi at 
the Summer Arts Academy in Amman. 

Soon after this for tuitous meeting, 
Sarhan’s work began to change, 
gradually and clearly. His work and 
projects varied between drawing, 
installation, digital photography, and 
even video, which were his key to the 
outside world. His artworks have been 

exhibited in Paris, London, the United 
States, Italy, and a number of Arab 
countries. Sarhan was deeply affected 
by the siege that was imposed on Gaza 
City in 2007, and gained a maturity that 
became evident in terms of the means 
he used in order to communicate the 
Gaza reality to the outside world. He 
introduced the international community 
to this small spot of 360 square 
kilometers and 2 million people through 
Gaza Living, a project that includes a 
book of photographs of life in Gaza and 
how it has been distorted and disfigured 
by years of siege. In 2015, a project 
called War Game was created to reflect 
the Gazan experience during the 51 
days of war by using children’s games 

as a means to express how 
war affects children. 

In 2016, Sarhan worked on 
producing Gaza Lighthouse, 
the first synthetic work in 
the public space – a new 
experience for Palestinian art 
as well as for Sarhan. This 
work relied on reusing the 
environment and war remnants 
in building the first lighthouse 
for Gaza but with a new 
concept and materials. The 
project resonated greatly with 
the people of Gaza, whose 
power ful positive reaction 
proved the success of Sarhan’s 
desire to transfer art from the 
showroom to the street. 

Sarhan is now working on 
a group of new projects to 
be implemented between 
2017 and 2020. The projects 
include installations in the 
public space, a new book of 
photographs about traditional 
industries in Palestine, and a 
modern conceptual project 
about immigrants – an issue 
that has become one of 
the world’s most pressing 
problems. At this t ime, 
Sarhan is trying to secure 
funding for these projects.

The materials used  Acrylic on canvas size  60x40 cm 4 pieces  Production year 2015 Price Sold.
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Mohammed Al Hawajri

The artist Mohammed Al Hawajri was 
born in Bureij Refugee Camp in Gaza in 
1976. His passion is contemporary art. 
A student of Professor Marwan Qassab 
Bashi, he participated in 1999, 2000, 
and 2001 in the International Summer 
Academy held by the Khalid Shoman 
Foundation at Darat al Funun in Amman, 
Jordan. In 2000, he won first prize at 
the closing exhibition of this academy. 
He received a grant that allowed him to 
spend 2008–2009 in Paris at the Cité 
Internationale des Arts. Al Hawajri’s 
works have been on display in many 
exhibitions in Palestine and abroad, 
and he has received invitations to 
par ticipate in exhibitions in Britain, 
Italy, Austria, France, Switzerland, 
the United States, Argentina, Japan, 
Jordan, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Egypt, and Lebanon.

The first of Al Hawajri’s many personal 
exhibitions, “New Faces” (1999), was 
held at the French Cultural Center in Gaza 
and featured a new technique applied 
to images of French actress Catherine 
Deneuve. “Bones” (2000, supported by 

the A.M. Qattan Foundation, Ramallah) 
explored the themes of death and 
separation.

Whereas Al Hawajri early in his career 
tried to separate his art from politics, 
his approach changed in the wake of 
the Israeli attack in 2008–2009. He 
explains, “My innermost feelings deeply 
affected my artwork and express my 
repulsion to that ugly attack. Ironically, 
this took place while I was in exile 
in Paris.” “M43” (2010) features 
43 drawings of a soldier in various 
settings, the letter M stands for the 
weapons used by Israeli soldiers. 
Done with ridicule, these works contain 
a sense of black comedy that has 
become typical in much of the artist’s 
recent work.

“Cactus Borders” (2010) commented 
on the difficult situation in Gaza under 
siege. Viewers’ initial impressions 
of humor change when they let 
themselves be drawn into the depths 
of the work where they find hardship 
and agonies. “Cactus Borders,” which 
was funded by the Arab Fund for Arts 

and Culture, featured sculptures made 
of wood and nails that compare the lives 
of contemporary Palestinians in Gaza 
to the spiky succulents, also touching 
on the traditional ways that Palestinian 
farmers delineate property boundaries. 

“Animal Farm” (2011), suppor ted 
by the French Consulate General in 
Jerusalem, featured large paintings in 
strong, frequently surrealistic colors 
that lean towards abstraction of animal 
shapes that were inspired by the artist’s 
memories of times spent with his 
grandmother who raised animals. Here, 
paradox and harmony overlap between 
the different feelings of joy and sorrow, 
stillness and rowdiness, suppression 
and the freedom to fur ther coexist, 
portraying a revolutionary peace. 

In “Guernica” (2013), supported by 
the Danish Centre for Culture and 
Development in Palestine, Al Hawajri 
represented paintings by Picasso, 

Dali, Van Gogh, Chagall, and others, 
supe r impos ing  v i a  Pho toshop 
photographs of contemporary Gaza’s 
environment and recent violent events to 
explore the condition of war and anxiety. 

In 2014, Al Hawajri produced a series 
of artwork that combined performance, 
photography, and video, in which he laid 
out a red carpet in various locations 
throughout Gaza in biting criticism of 
the attention which the media showers 
on celebrities.

Al Hawajri has participated in numerous 
group exhibitions, both locally and 
abroad. Most important among them 
were “Palestine: Creativity in All Its 
Stages” (2009–2010), which was 
held at the Arab World Institute in Paris 
before it was moved to the National 
Museum in Bahrain. 

In 2002, he was a founding member of 
the ELTIQA Group for Contemporary Art.
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Motaz Alaaraj

Motaz Alaaraj (born in 1990) is a 
photographer and filmmaker from Gaza. 
His journey in photography began at 
the end of 2010 with his desire to 
take snapshots of life. He was initially 
interested in showing the tenacity and 
beauty of Gazans, the colorful nature 
of his surroundings – the abundance 

of flowers in spring and the beauty of 
Gaza’s sea – and Gaza’s children. But 
more and more, he began to portray and 
document the destruction of Gaza through 
the ongoing siege and frequent assaults, 
revealing the suffering of its people. His 
work conveys the message that Gazans 
are standing strong despite the hardship. 
But while he cannot or should not turn 
a blind eye to the social impact and the 
economic difficulties that are prevalent in 
Gaza, Alaaraj notes, “We always find that 
there are some details that fill us with joy 
and hope, and I aim to show this in my 
work and through my photographic lens.” 

Since late 2013, Alaaraj has focused 
more on filmmaking, teaching himself 
all aspects of video production through 
online tutorials and hands-on experience. 
The lack of formal training available in 
Gaza, the difficulties of gaining access 
to resources, and the high cost of 
equipment, as well as the nonexistence 
of a group of like-minded individuals in 
Gaza make such a task more difficult than 
in other places. Alaaraj is using time-lapse 
and was the first person in Gaza to explore 
hyper-lapse techniques.

Many of Alaaraj’s early works were 
destroyed in the recent assaults on Gaza. 
In 2011, Alaaraj’s first photo exhibition 
was sponsored by the A. M. Qattan 
Foundation. Since 2013, he has been 
involved in various responsibilities that 
range from cameraman to director in a 
number of filmmaking projects, among 
them Media with Disability (funded by 
Caritas and Handicap International, 
2013), Gaza Singing for Peace (produced 
by Save Youth Future Society, Gaza, 
2013), Education Above All’s Al Fakhoora 
program (produced by UNDP and Qatar 
Fund, 2013), 100 Hamma Wa Lamma 

(produced by UNICEF and Tamer 
Institute, 2015), Truce (directed by Amer 
Nasser, 2015), and Long Hot Summer 
(produced by Shashat Annual Women’s 
Film Festival, 2016).  Alaaraj has offered 
photography workshops for children 
with disabilities through Atfaluna Society 
for Deaf Children, covered Right to Play 
activities in Gaza, and worked with Oxford 
English Center, Oxfam, and the European 
Union on a number of projects. He has 
been a member of UNESCO’s Network 
of Mediterranean Youth (NetMed Youth) 
since 2014. 

In 2016, his photographs were shown 
in exhibitions in Paris and Avignon, 
France, but the photographer himself did 
not receive permission to leave Gaza. 
In November 2016, when a substantial 
number of Gazan films were presented at 
the 22nd Geneva International Film Festival 
Tous Ecrans, their Gazan authors received 
permits to leave and took along a number 
of Alaaraj’s works that sold out within the 
first hour of the three-day exhibit that the 
filmmakers had organized in a local café 
to honor of the Month of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian people. 
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Typo

world, especially in Palestine, such 
as pover ty, child labor, hope, love, 
and youth migration. Typo’s unusual 
musical style mixes Arabic rhythms 
with rock music. As Islam explains, 
“Arab audiences like to clap along, and 
they tend not to respond very well to 
Western rhythms.”

Currently, Typo features five members: 
Mohammed Zohud, vocals and guitar, 
Mohammed Al-Balawi on bass guitar, 
Samir Alborno on keyboard, Islam 
Shanghan on drums, and Eissa Allouh 
as coordinator and public relations 
officer. The group has par ticipated 
in numerous local celebrations and 
musical events but unfortunately was 
twice prevented by Israel from traveling 
to hold concerts in West Bank cities. 
Thus, it could not perform live at the 
Palestinian Music Expo in Ramallah in 
April 2017, but participated via video-
conferencing instead.

Due to the difficult situation in Gaza, 
Typo lacks a place for rehearsals. 
Initially, Mohammed and Alaa used 
to rehearse under the burning sun 
on the rooftop of Alaa’s home, taking 
breaks by smoking some shisha. Now, 
however, they practice in a rented room 
in a local school. The band suffers from 
a lack of equipment, and some band 
members have to borrow instruments 
from friends, which impedes the 

* Contemporary Ar t Productions and Practices 
Project, co-funded by the A. M. Qattan Foundation 
and the Danish Center for Culture and Development 
(CKU).

Although Gaza is no stranger to music, 
this band is different. Typo is Gaza’s 
first group to specialize in rock music 
and release a full album. Living under 
siege, the band members take their 
inspiration from Arab streets in general 
and Palestinian streets in particular to 
write and produce almost exclusively 
their own songs. 

The idea of forming Typo began in 
Gaza City in 2012, when guitarist Alaa 
Al-Hamalawi and singer and guitarist 
Mohammed Zohud decided to set up a 
small group to write songs that reflect 
on the reality in which they live. They 
chose the name Typo because “Typos 
are arbitrary, just like everything in 
Gaza. We didn’t plan to have a band, 
it just sort of happened without a plan, 
like a typo.” 

Rock music not being a genre familiar 
to average Gazan audiences, the band 
had to search for its niche and initially 
found it at the French Cultural Center in 
Gaza City. Unfortunately, the first two 

concerts in Gaza that had been planned 
for 2014 had to be cancelled due to 
Israeli air strikes and an attack on the 
center by an Islamist fundamentalist. 

At various times the band has included 
seven people, but it produced its first 
song titled “Dream of Dawn” as a trio, 
with Mohammed and Alaa being joined 
by Islam Shanghan on drums. It was 
written after the 2014 assault on Gaza 
with the intention of sending a message 
of hope after the destruction caused 
by the war. Released with success in 
2015, the song resonated well among 
interested local listeners.

As Typo advanced in the A. M. 
Qattan Foundation’s competition for 
contemporary ar t productions,* it 
won enough money to produce its 
first album. Called First Mistake (Awal 
Khata’a), it consists of eight songs that 
evoke the experience of any Palestinian 
living in Palestine in general and the 
Gaza Strip in par ticular. The songs 
explore social conditions in the Arab 

band’s musical development. Lack 
of electricity is another difficulty with 
which the band has to cope, as it has 
to use a generator – which poses a 
financial burden. Nevertheless, Typo 
is preparing the production of its 
second album, searching for ways to 
get around the lack of financial and 
logistical resources that is so prevalent 
among many enterprises in Gaza.

Typo band members dream of making 
a name for themselves and of bringing 
the voice of Gaza and Palestine to the 
outside world in rock style, which they 
consider to be one of the most beautiful 
types of musical expression.
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Window on Jerusalem
New Artworks by Ali Qleibo
French Cultural Center, Jerusalem
May 19 – June 20, 2017

an “iconic code” which one needs to be 
trained to recognize and read.

The narratives mobilized to make sense 
of Jerusalem’s landscape both help to 
create and are structured around the 
sense of identity, and it is through this 
dialectic interrelationship that the artistic 
expression acquires its sense of place 
and, consequently, produces the artist’s 
individual sense of identity.

Jerusalem is beautiful. As we look 
at it, we could never imagine being 
aesthetically dissatisfied. The allure of 
Jerusalem inspires infinite images of 
the city. It is sacred, it is historic, it is 
magical. As I write or paint I appropriate 
my landscape: I inscribe my identity. The 
paintings, in effect, symbolize Palestinian 
landscapes, with the result being a total 
political appropriation of the visible 
world. The 22 oil paintings in “Window 
on Jerusalem” explore the relationship 
between experience and landscape, in 
which landscape is incorporated into a 
visual narrative.

Jerusalem is reproduced in my artworks not 
because reality as such is not sufficiently 
beautiful, but precisely on account of its 
beauty. Such also is the aim and object of 
my artworks; they do not correct reality, 
do not embellish it – they reproduce it and 

serve as a substitute for it. The narratives 
of landscape as the process by which the 
artist “reads” them are inherently political. 
As an artist and academician I not only 
interpret the selected landscapes, but in 
addition, everywhere I look I encounter a 
pre-interpreted landscape, or a landscape 
made legible. This is due not only to the 
interpretations and constructions of other 
Palestinian and orientalist discourses that 
have left their marks on the landscape, 
but also to the fact that I seek to reach an 
understanding of every landscape I come 
across in the context of all the other real, 
written, and photographed landscapes that 
have been previously experienced. This 
discursive view of representation alerts 
us to the extent to which painting can be 
thought of as a language, but we can see 
it as such at least to the extent that it is not 
simply an “analogue of reality” but rather 

Among the first colors to emerge from 
my palette are the hues of blue and 
pink ochre inspired by our landscapes. 
Throughout, my works declare blue. As my 
paintings acquire an increased substance, 
which in turn inspires and provokes the 
aggressiveness of the palette knife, brush, 
and cotton cloth, the visceral equation of 
impasto and blue becomes more integral 
to the artwork. The word “impasto” best 
describes my painting technique. The 
term refers to accumulations of paint on 
the surface of a canvas, often textured so 
that they catch the light. 

This phenomenology of paint is most 
obviously realized in the large-size 
landscape paintings. The current series 
marks a major feature in my ar tistic 
production: the insistence on figuration 
allows me to acknowledge over tly the 
physiognomic basis of my painterly 

style, its source in the gestures of the 
body. Even as I move to an imagery of 
abstract landscapes, individual strokes 
and gestures developed in the earlier 
sketches continue to carry by allusion 
and recollection their sense of local 
color inspired by Palestinian landscape: 
just as the recurring blue and ochre 
pink proclaims my political identity as 
Palestinian with deep roots in the land. 
My paintings and writing in this sense are 

quintessentially nationalistic and a political 
confirmation and appropriation of the 
Palestinian identity of our Quds al-Sherif.

In Jerusalem, timeless awareness requires 
time. Time requires timeless awareness. 
In “Window on Jerusalem” my vision is 
intensely personal. Nostalgia, longing, 
and an unfathomable sense of loneliness 
envelop Jerusalem in a halo of huzon –  
sublime melancholy; a bittersweet refrain 
whose echo reverberates behind each 
painting. The energy overflows into art. The 
sensation coalesces into narratives that 
dissolve into pigments of light and shadow. 
The image solidifies into lines, volumes, 
and color. The feelings become a painting.

The paintings can be viewed at the French 
Cultural Center in Jerusalem, located on 
Salah el-Din Street. Opening hours are 
daily from 10:00 to 13:00, and from 14:00 
to 18:00, except on Fridays and Sundays.

Windows on Jerusalem. Dome of the Rock. Damascus Gate.The Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
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Tell Umm Amer (Saint Hilarion 
Monastery) in Gaza
Courtesy of VisitPalestine.ps

area of the site extends to more than 50 
dunums (5 hectares).

The monastery was also furnished 
with large baths that could serve both 
the pilgrims and merchants on their 
way from Egypt to the Fertile Crescent 
through Via Maris. The ancient trade 
route ran close to the site of the 
monastery with imposing views over 
Gaza City. Saint Hilarion Monastery was 
probably a center of missionary work in 
the Gaza region, at first blush isolated 
in the desert, yet actually at the center 
of various affairs at communications 
crossroads.

The severe seventh-century earthquake 
greatly damaged the site and led to its 
eventual abandonment. Later, some of 
the stones from the ruined monastery 
were used in the Islamic era to build 
for tifications around the complex 
during the rule of Caliph Omar Abdel-
Aziz.

The site was discovered in 1993 and 
uncovered by local archaeologists 
in 1999. Today, the site stands 
amidst olive groves and dwellings 
of the adjacent town. However, this 
extraordinary finding requires better 
protection. In order to avoid its possible 
rapid deterioration, the mosaics were 
covered with a protective layer of sand, 
and its crumbling walls were shored 
up with sandbags. The preservation 
activities were conducted by L'École 
biblique et archéologique française 
de Jérusalem, the UN cultural agency 
UNESCO, and students from Gaza’s 
Islamic University.

To learn more about Gaza and other 
interesting destinations, visit our 
website at www.visitpalestine.ps, or 
contact the Visit Palestine Information 
Center in Bethlehem via info@
visitpalestine.ps or (02) 277-1992.

Article photos by Shareef Sarhan.

The archaeological site of Tell Umm 
Amer, located 8.5 kilometers south of 
Gaza City in the coastal refugee camp 
of Al-Nuseirat, hosts various remains 
that date back more than four centuries, 
from the late Roman Empire to the 
Umayyad period. The location appears 
on the sixth-century Madaba map under 
the name of Tabatha.

The earliest building on the site – 
a huge four th-century Byzantine 
basilica, built in the shape of a cross 
– is associated with Saint Hilarion, 
a native of Tabatha and the father of 
Palestinian monasticism. It is said 
that Hilarion, born of pagan parents, 
travelled to Egypt where he converted to 
Christianity. After his return to the area 
of Gaza in 329 AD, he established the 
Tell Umm Amer Monastery, one of the 
oldest monasteries in Palestine, on a hill 
that overlooks the Mediterranean Sea. 
The site bears an exceptional testimony 
to Christian faith in Gaza and has also 

been registered on the tentative list of 
UNESCO’s World Heritage because of 
its extraordinary historical, cultural, 
architectural, and religious value for 
the region.

The monastery’s entrance featured 
a square cour t with a fountain at 
its center. The chapel, replete with 
corridors and marble columns, was 
built according to the Corinthian style 
of architecture. The site also contains 
walls and foundations that are the 
remains of another church, a burial site, 
a public cemetery, a baptismal font, 
and several dining rooms. Many other 
facilities were part of the monastery, 
such as water cisterns, clay ovens, and 
drainage channels. Its floors were made 
of limestone, marble tiles, and elaborate 
colored mosaics that depict plant and 
animal scenes. In one of the rooms 
can be seen a brown mosaic floor that 
bears the words, “With the blessing of 
our father, Hilarion.” In total, the actual 
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Saturday 13

Elections for Palestinian local authorities will 
take place in all Palestinian cities. 

 EAST JERUSALEM 

EXHIBITIONS
May 19 – June 20

Window on Jerusalem, new artworks by Ali 
Qleibo. Opening hours are daily from 10:00 
to 13:00, and from 14:00 to 18:00, except on 
Fridays and Sundays. French Cultural Center, 
Salah Eddin St.

LECTURES
Monday 15

9:00 Public readings as part of the Palestine 
Festival of Literature. Al-Quds Bard College.

Monday 15

19:00 On Nakba Day, and as par t of the 
Palestine Festival of Literature, authors will 
reflect on the theme “Palestine and the Future of 
History.” For more information about the event 
and venue, please visit the Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/palfest/.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Friday 4 – Sunday 6

16:00 – 20:00 Nablus Road Open Days is a 
grand cultural, socio-economic, and cultural-
tourism event that will present a variety of 
activities for three days along Nablus Road 
in Jerusalem. The event aims to activate 
the commercial and tourism movement in 
Jerusalem and revive and preserve the area’s 
cultural heritage, in addition to creating an 
entertainment space for families, individuals, 
and children. This is a collective Palestinian 
work organized by the Arab Hotel Association 
in cooperation with 25 tourism associations in 
Jerusalem and 150 volunteers. Nablus Road. 
For more information about the event, please 
visit the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
NablusRoadOpenDays/.

 BETHLEHEM 

SPECIAL EVENTS
Thursday 4

16:30 Celebration of Russian Victory Day. 
Russian Centre for Science and Culture.

Thursday 11

17:00 Celebration of Russian Victory Day 
for the Society of Russian citizens living in 
Palestine. Russian Centre for Science and 
Culture.

Sunday 21

15:00 Opening of Ramadan Bazaar. Russian 
Centre for Science and Culture.

TOURS
Friday 12, 26

9:00 – 10:00 The Bethlehem Old City Walking 
Tour is a free-of-charge tour organized by Hosh 
Abu Jarour Tourist Information Center and 
Bethlehem Municipality to explore the history, 
culture, and heritage of Bethlehem through 
inspecting the old buildings and visiting various 
sites. During the tour, participants will visit Star 
Street, Abu Jarour Neighborhood, the Icon 
School, the Salesian Museum and Workshop, 
Manger Square, and the Church of the Nativity. 
The starting point will be at the headquarters of 
Hosh Abu Jarour Tourist Information Center on 
Star Street, and it will end at the Church of the 
Nativity. For registration, please send an e-mail 
to nizar@bethlehem-city.org. 

 BIRZEIT 

SPECIAL EVENTS
Wednesday 24 

12:00 Ramallah’s First Falling-Walls Lab – 
organized by the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD) in cooperation with Birzeit 
University and suppor ted by the Federal 
Foreign Office of Germany – offers excellent 
researchers, entrepreneurs, and professionals 
the opportunity to present their innovative ideas 
in a three-minute nutshell to a distinguished 
jury from academia and business. Participants 
may qualify to win a ticket to the international 
Falling-Walls Lab Finale and Conference 
in Berlin on November 8-9, where they 
will showcase their innovative work once 
more in front of a high-caliber jury and an 
interdisciplinary audience. Birzeit University, 
the Said Khoury Building for Development 
Studies. For more information and to apply, 
please visit the website http://www.falling-
walls.com/apply.

 NABLUS 

SPECIAL EVENTS
Wednesday 17

19:00 An evening of readings and discussions 
with music by the Nablus branch of the Edward 
Said National Conservatory of Music as part 
of the Palestine Festival of Literature. For 
more information about the event and venue, 
please visit the Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/palfest/.

 RAMALLAH 

CONCERTS
Thursday 11

20:00 Concert given by the Akka band Wall3at. 
Songs address topics of interest to the Arab 
street within 1948 Palestine, especially the 
people of Akka. Station 101, Al Masyoun.  

EXHIBITIONS
Saturday 6

18:00 Opening of the Solo Art Exhibition of 
abstract expressionism by the Palestinian artist 
Zohdy Qadry. The exhibition runs until May 31, 
2017. Zawyeh Gallery.

Monday 1 – Saturday 20

10:00 – 18:00 Local Industries Exhibition 
presents its first collection of seats and 
lighting pieces created in Bethlehem and will 
include the Mike, Jamil, Jawad, and Tutu chairs 
collection. The exhibition is open daily except 
Fridays. Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Monday 8 – Tuesday 9

9:00 The First International Conference on 
Climate Change-Palestine to contribute to 
the implementation of national plans for the 
process to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change, organized by the Engineers Association 
- Jerusalem Center. PRCS Building, Al Bireh. 
For more information, please visit https://www.
paleng.org/icccp/.

Saturday 13

19:00 Opening night of PalFest X – the festival’s 
10th edition – featuring authors, readings, and 
music by Hawa Dafi. The Ottoman Court.

Thursday 18

19:00 Closing night of PalFest X, featuring 
authors, readings, and music. The Khalil 
Sakakini Cultural Centre.

 GAZA 

SYMPOSIA
Tuesday 23 – Wednesday 24

9:00 The Palestinian Conference for Agricultural 
Education under theme “Practical Solutions 
for Sustainability.” The University College of 
Applied Sciences.

 HAIFA 

LECTURES
Tuesday 16

19:00 PalFest returns to Haifa with a night of 
readings and conversations from Palestinian 
and international authors as part of the Palestine 
Festival of Literature. The Arab Cultural Centre.

 INTERNATIONAL 

SPECIAL EVENTS
Monday 8 

19:00 A literature night in celebration of 
the annual Palestine Festival of Literature 
organized by Faber Social, which brings 
international literature and culture to cities 
within the Palestinian occupied territories, 
such as Bethlehem, Nablus, Ramallah, and 
Jerusalem. The night will feature readings from 
Viv Albertine, Hisham Matar, Eimear McBride, 
Edna O’Brien, and Andrew O’Hagan, plus 
Special Guest DJ and Heavenly Jukebox. The 
Social, 5 Little Portland St, London.

Saturday 13

12:00 Tatreez and Tea: A Mother’s Day Event 
with Wafa Ghnaim to learn about the history 
of embroidery, which is a special par t of 
Palestinian culture, organized by Ramallah 
American Club of Jacksonville. Jacksonville, 
United States.

20:30 – 22:30 Titi Robin and the talents of 
Palestine is a musical night organized by Al 
Kamandjati for its 15th anniversary and in 
support of the development of musical life in 
Palestine. Le Quai, Angers, France.
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 EAST JERUSALEM (02) 

ARTLAB
Mob. 0544 343 798, artlabjerusalem@gmail.com

Al-Jawal Theatre Group
Telefax: 628 0655

Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art
Tel: 628 3457, Fax: 627 2312
info@almamalfoundation.org
www.almamalfoundation.org

Alruwah Theatre
Tel: 626 2626, alruwahtheatre2000@yahoo.com

Al-Urmawi Centre for Mashreq Music
Tel: 234 2005, Fax: 234 2004 
info@urmawi.org, www.urmawi.org

America House
http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/americahouse2.html

Ashtar for Theatre Productions & Training
Telefax: 582 7218
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org

British Council
Tel: 626 7111, Fax: 628 3021
information@ps.britishcouncil.org
www.britishcouncil.org/ps

Centre for Jerusalem Studies/Al-Quds University
Tel: 628 7517, cjs@planet.edu 
www.jerusalem-studies.alquds.edu

Community Action Centre (CAC)
Tel: 627 3352, Fax: 627 4547, www.cac.alquds.edu

Educational Bookshop
Tel: 627 5858, Fax: 628 0814
info@educationalbookshop.com 
www.educationalbookshop.com

El-Hakawati Theatre Company
Tel: 583 8836, Mobile: 0545 835 268
f.abousalem@gmail.com, www.el-hakawati.org

French Cultural Centre
Tel: 628 2451 / 626 2236, Fax: 628 4324 
ccfjeru@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Issaf Nashashibi Center for Culture & Literature
Telefax: 581 8232, isaaf@alqudsnet.com

Jerusalem Centre for Arabic Music
Tel: 627 4774, Fax: 656 2469, mkurd@yahoo.com

Magnificat Insitute
Tel: 626 6609, Fax: 626 6701
magnificat@custodia.org 
www.magnificatinstitute.org

Melia Art Center
TeleFax: 628 1377, Melia@bezeqint.net
www.meliaartandtrainingcenter.com

Palestinian Art Court - Al Hoash
Telefax: 627 3501
info@alhoashgallery.org, www.alhoashgallary.org

Palestinian National Theatre
Tel: 628 0957, Fax: 627 6293, info@pnt-pal.org

Sabreen Association for Artistic Development
Tel: 532 1393, sabreen@sabreen.org 
Sanabel Culture & Arts Theatre
Tel: 671 4338, Fax: 673 0993
sanabeltheatre@yahoo.com

The Bookshop at the American Colony Hotel
Tel: 627 9731, Fax: 627 9779 
bookshop.americancolony@gmail.com 

www. americancolony.com

The Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music
Tel: 627 1711, Fax: 627 1710 
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, ncm.birzeit.edu

Theatre Day Productions
Tel: 585 4513, Fax: 583 4233
tdp@theatreday.org, www.theatreday.org

Turkish Cultural Centre
Tel: 591 0530/1, Fax: 532 3310
kudustur@netvision.net.il, www.kudusbk.com

Wujoud Museum
Tel: 626 0916, www.wujoud.org, info@wujoud.org

Yabous Cultural Center
Tel: 626 1045; Fax: 626 1372
yabous@yabous.org, www.yabous.org

 BETHLEHEM (02) 

Al-Harah Theatre
Telefax: 276 7758, alharahtheater@yahoo.com
info@alharah.org, www.alharah.org

Alliance Française de Bethléem
Telefax: 275 0777, afbeth@p-ol.com

Anat Palestinian Folk & Craft Center
Telefax: 277 2024, marie_musslam@yahoo.com

Arab Educational Institute (AEI)-Open Windows
Tel: 274 4030, www.aeicenter.org

Artas Folklore Center
Mob: 0597 524 524, 0599 679 492, 0503 313 136
artasfc@hotmail.com

Badil Centre
Tel: 277 7086

Beit Jala Community-Based Learning and Action 
Center
Tel: 277 7863

Bethlehem Academy of Music/ Bethlehem Music 
Society
Tel: 277 7141, Fax: 277 7142

Bethlehem Peace Center
Tel: 276 6677, Fax: 276 4670 
info@peacenter.org, www.peacenter.org

Catholic Action Cultural Center
Tel: 274 3277, Fax 274 2939
info@ca-b.org, www.ca-b.org

Centre for Cultural Heritage Preservation
Tel: 276 6244, Fax: 276 6241
info@cchp.ps, www.cchp.ps

Environmental Education Center
Tel: 276 5574, eec@p-ol.com, www.eecp.org

Inad Centre for Theatre and Arts
Telefax: 276 6263, www.inadtheater.com

International Centre of Bethlehem-Dar Annadwa
Tel: 277 0047, Fax: 277 0048 
info@diyar.ps, www.diyar.ps

ITIP Center “Italian Tourist Information Point”
Telefax: 276 0411, itipcenter@yahoo.com

Nativity Stationery Library
Mob: 0598 950 447

Palestinian Group for the Revival of Popular 
Heritage

Telefax: 274 7945

Palestinian Heritage Center
Telefax: 274 2381, 274 2642
mahasaca@palestinianheritagecenter.com 
www.phc.ps

Russian Center for Science and Culture
Telefax: 276 1131, Tel: 276 1130
russian.center@ymail.com, pse.rs.gov.ru/ar
www.facebook.com/russian.center.bethlehem

Relief International - Schools Online 
Bethlehem Community-Based Learning and 
Action Center
Tel: 277 7863

Sabreen Association for Artistic Development
Tel: 275 0091, Fax: 275 0092
sabreen@sabreen.org, www.sabreen.org 

Tent of Nations
Tel: 274 3071, Fax: 276 7446
tnations@p-ol.com, www.tentofnations.org

The Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music
Telefax: 274 8726
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

The Higher Institute of Music
Telefax: 275 2492, highiom@hotmail.com
www.thehigherinstituteofmusic.ps

Turathuna - Centre for Palestinian Heritage 
(B.Uni.)
Tel: 274 1241, Fax: 274 4440 
pdaoud@bethlehem.edu, www.bethlehem.edu

 HEBRON (02) 

Al Sanabl Centre for Studies and Heritage
Tel: 256 0280, sanabelssc@yahoo.com
www.sanabl.org, www.sanabl.ps

Beit Et Tifl Compound
Telefax: 222 4545, tdphebron@alqudsnet.com

British Council- Palestine Polytechnic University
Telefax: 229 3717, information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britsishcouncil.org.ps

Children Happiness Center
Telefax: 229 9545, children_hc@yahoo.com
Dura Cultural Martyrs Center
Tel: 228 3663, nader@duramun.org 
www.duramun.org

AMIDEAST
Tel: 221 3301/2/3/4, Fax: 221 3305 
Mob: 0599 097 531

France-Hebron Association for Cultural 
Exchanges
Tel: 222 4811
info@hebron-france.org, wwww.hebron-france.org

Hebron Rehabilitation Committee
Telfax: 225 5640, 222 6993/4

Palestinian Child Arts Center (PCAC)
Tel: 222 4813, Fax: 222 0855 
pcac@hotmail.com, www.pcac.net

The International Palestinian Youth League (IPYL)
Tel:222 9131, Fax: 229 0652 
itv@ipyl.org, www.ipyl.org

Yes Theater
Telefax: 229 1559, 
www.yestheatre.org, info@yestheatre.org

 JERICHO (02) 

Jericho Community Centre
Telefax: 232 5007

Jericho Culture & Art Center
Telefax: 232 1047

Municipality Theatre
Tel: 232 2417, Fax: 232 2604

 JENIN (04) 

Cinema Jenin
Tel: 250 2642, 250 2455
info@cinemajenin.org, www.cinemajenin.org

Hakoura Center
Telfax: 250 4773 
center@hakoura-jenin.ps, www.hakoura-jenin.ps

The Freedom Theatre/Jenin Refugee Camp
Tel: 250 3345, info@thefreedomtheatre.org

 NABLUS (09) 

British Council- Al Najah University
Telefax: 237 5950
information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britishcoumcil.org/ps

Cultural Centre for Child Development
Tel: 238 6290, Fax: 239 7518
nutaleb@hotmail.com, www.nutaleb.cjb.net

Cultural Heritage Enrichment Center
Tel. 237 2863, Fax. 237 8275 
arafatn24@yahoo.com

French Cultural Centre
Tel: 238 5914, Fax: 238 7593  
ccfnaplouse@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Nablus The Culture
Tel: 233 2084, Fax: 234 5325  
info@nablusculture.ps, www.nablusculture.ps

 RAMALLAH AND AL-BIREH (02) 

A. M. Qattan Foundation
Tel: 296 0544, Fax: 298 4886 
info@qattanfoundation.org 
www.qattanfoundation.org

Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque
Tel: 296 5292/3, Fax: 296 5294 
info@alkasaba.org, www.alkasaba.org

Al-Kamandjâti Association
Tel: 297 3101
info@alkamandjati.com, www.alkamandjati.com

Al-Mada Music Therapy Center
Tel: 241 3196, Fax: 241 3197
info@al-mada.ps, www.al-mada.ps

Al-Rahhalah Theatre
Telefax: 298 8091, alrahhalah@hotmail.com

Al-Rua’a Publishing House
Tel: 296 1613, Fax: 197 1265, Mob: 0599 259 874
akel.nichola@gmail.com

Amideast
Tel: 240 8023, Fax: 240 8017 
westbank-gaza@amideast.org, www.amideast.org

ArtSchool Palestine
Tel: 295 9837, info@artschoolpalestine.com 
www.artschoolpalestine.com

Ashtar for Theatre Production
Tel: 298 0037, Fax: 296 0326 
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org

Baladna Cultural Center
Telfax: 295 8435

Birzeit Ethnographic and Art Museum 
Tel. 298 2976, www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu

British Council
Tel: 296 3293-6, Fax: 296 3297
information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britishcouncil.org/ps

Carmel Cultural Foundation
Tel: 298 7375, Fax: 298 7374



88

Dar Zahran Heritage Building
Telfax: 296 3470, Mob: 0599 511 800
info@darzahran.org, www.darzahran.org

El-Funoun Dance Troupe
Tel: 240 2853, Fax: 240 2851
info@el-funoun.org, www.el-funoun.org

Franco-German Cultural Centre Ramallah
Tel: 298 1922 / 7727, Fax: 298 1923
info@ccf-goethe.org, www.ccf-goethe-ramallah.org

Gallery One
Tel: 298 9181, info@galleryone.ps

Greek Cultural Centre - “Macedonia”
Telefax: 298 1736/ 298 0546 
makdonia@palnet.com

In’ash Al-Usra Society- Center for Heritage & 
Folklore Studies
Tel: 240 1123 / 240 2876, Telefax: 240 1544
usra@palnet.com, www.inash.org

International Academy of Arts
Tel: 296 7601, info@artacademy.ps

Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center
Tel: 298 7374, Fax: 296 6820 
sakakini@sakakini.org, www.sakakini.org

Mahmoud Darwish Foundation and Museum
Tel: 295 2808, Fax: 295 2809
Info@darwishfoundation.org 
www.darwishfoundation.org

Manar Cultural Center
Tel: 295 7937, Fax: 298 7598

Mazra’a Qibliyeh Heritage and Tourism Centre
Telefax: 281 5825, mazraaheritage@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com/mazraaheritage/

Nawa Institute
Tel: 297 0190, info@nawainstitute.org

Palestine Writing Workshop
Mob: 0597 651 408, www.palestineworkshop.com

Palestinian Association for Contemporary Art 
PACA
Tel: 296 7601, fax: 295 1849
paca@pal-paca.org, www.pal-paca.org

Palestinian Association for Cultural Exchange 
(PACE)
Tel: 240 7611, Telfax: 240 7610
pace@p-ol.com, www.pace.ps

Popular Art Center 
Tel: 240 3891, Fax: 240 2851
info@popularartcentre.org 
www.popularartcentre.org

Ramallah Center for Human Rights Studies 
(RCHRS)
Tel: 241 3002
Ramallah Cultural Palace
Tel: 294 5555, Fax: 295 2107
rcpevents@ramallah-city.ps

RIWAQ: Centre for Architectural Conservation
Tel: 240 6887, Fax: 240 6986 
riwaq@palnet.com, www.riwaq.org

Sandouq Elajab Theatre
Tel: 296 5638, 295 3206 
sandouqelajab@yahoo.com

Sareyyet Ramallah - First Ramallah Group (FRG) 
Tel: 295 2690 - 295 2706, Fax: 298 0583
sareyyet@sareyyet.ps, www.sareyyet.ps

Sharek Youth Forum
Tel: 296 7741, Fax: 296 7742 
info@sharek.ps, www.sharek.ps

Shashat
Tel: 297 3336, Fax: 297 3338
info@shashat.org, www.shashat.org

Tamer Institute for Community Education
Tel: 298 6121/ 2, Fax: 298 8160
tamer@palnet.com, www.tamerinst.org

The Danish House in Palestine (DHIP)
TeleFax: 298 8457, info@dhip.ps, www.dhip.ps

The Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music
Tel: 295 9070, Fax: 295 9071
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

The Palestinian Circus School
Tel: 281 2000, 0568 880 024
www.palcircus.ps, info@ palcircus.ps 

The Palestinian Network of Art Centres
Tel: 298 0036, 296 4348/9, Fax: 296 0326
iman_aoun@yahoo.com

The Spanish Cultural Center
Tel. 296 9600, Mob: 0595 803 508
centrohispanopalestino@gmail.com

Young Artist Forum
Telefax: 296 7654, yaf@palnet.com

Zawyeh Art Gallery
Mob. 0597 994 997
anani.ziad@gmail.com, www.zawyeh.net

 GAZA STRIP (08) 

Al-Qattan Centre for the Child
Tel: 283 9929, Fax: 283 9949 
reem@qcc.qattanfoundation.org 
www.qattanfoundation.org/qcc

Arts & Crafts Village
Telefax: 284 6405 
artvlg@palnet.com, www.gazavillage.org

Ashtar for Culture & Arts
Telefax: 283 3565, atlas9@palnet.com

Culture & Light Centre
Telefax: 286 5896, ifarah@palnet.com

Dialogpunkt Deutsch Gaza (Goethe-Insitut) 
Tel: 282 0203, Fax: 282 1602

Fawanees Theatre Group
Telefax: 288 4403

French Cultural Centre
Tel: 286 7883, Fax: 282 8811 
ccfgaza@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Gaza Theatre 
Tel: 282 4860, Fax: 282 4870

Global Production and Distribution
Telefax: 288 4399, art.global@yahoo.com

Holst Cultural Centre 
Tel: 281 0476, Fax: 280 8896, mcrcg@palnet.com

Theatre Day Productions
Telefax: 283 6766, tdpgaza@palnet.com

Windows from Gaza For Contemporary Art 
Mob. 0599 781 227 - 0599 415 045 
info@artwfg.ps
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 EAST JERUSALEM (02) 
7 Arches Hotel
Tel: 626 7777, Fax: 627 1319 
svnarch@bezeqint.net, www.7arches.com 
Addar Hotel (30 suites; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 626 3111, Fax: 626 0791, www.addar-hotel.com
Alcazar Hotel (38 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 1111; Fax: 628 7360 
admin@jrscazar.com, www.jrscazar.com
Ambassador Hotel (122 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 541 2222, Fax: 582 8202 
reservation@jerusalemambassador.com 
www.jerusalemambassador.com
American Colony Hotel (84 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779 
reserv@amcol.co.il, www.americancolony.com
Austrian Hospice
Tel: 626 5800, Fax: 627 1472
office@austrianhospice.com, www.austrianhospice.com
Azzahra Hotel (15 rooms, res)
Tel: 628 2447, Fax: 628 3960
azzahrahotel@shabaka.net, www.azzahrahotel.com
Capitol Hotel (54 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 2561/2, Fax: 626 4352
Christmas Hotel
Tel: 628 2588, Fax: 626 4417
christmashotel@bezeqint.net, www.christmas-hotel.com
Commodore Hotel (45 rooms; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 1414, Fax: 628 4701
info@commodore-jer.com, www.commodore-jer.com
Gloria Hotel (94 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 2431, Fax: 628 2401, gloriahl@netvision.net.il
Golden Walls Hotel (112 rooms)
Tel: 627 2416, Fax: 626 4658
info@goldenwalls.com, www.goldenwalls.com
Holy Land Hotel (105 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2888, Fax: 628 0265 
info@holylandhotel.com, www.holylandhotel.com
ibis Styles Jerusalem Sheikh Jarrah (91 rooms)
Tel: 578 3100, Fax: 578 3129, www.ibis.com
Jerusalem Hotel (14 rooms; bf; mr; res; live music)
Tel: 628 3282, Fax: 628 3282 
raed@jrshotel.com, www.jrshotel.com 
Jerusalem Panorama Hotel (74 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4887, Fax: 627 3699 
panorama@alqudsnet.com
www.jerusalempanoramahotel.com
Hashimi Hotel
Tel: 628 4410, Fax: 628 4667, info@hashimihotel.com
Knights Palace Guesthouse (50 rooms)
Tel: 628 2537, Fax: 628 2401, kp@actcom.co.il
Legacy Hotel
Tel: 627 0800, Fax: 627 7739 
info@jerusalemlegacy.com, www.jerusalemlegacy.com
Metropol Hotel
Tel: 628 2507, Fax: 628 5134
Mount of Olives Hotel (61 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4877, Fax: 626 4427 
info@mtolives.coml, www.mtolives.com
National Hotel (99 rooms; bf; cr; res; cf)
Tel: 627 8880, Fax: 627 7007
www.nationalhotel-jerusalem.com
New Imperial Hotel (45 rooms)
Tel: 627 2000, Fax: 627 1530

New Metropole Hotel (25 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 3846, Fax: 627 7485
New Swedish Hostel
Tel: 627 7855, Fax: 626 4124 
swedishhost@yahoo.com 
www.geocities.com/swedishhostel
Notre Dame Guesthouse (142 rooms, Su, bf, mr, 
cr, res, ter, cf, pf)
Tel: 627 9111, Fax: 627 1995
info@notredamecenter.org 
www.notredamecenter.org
Petra Hostel and Hotel
Tel: 628 6618
Pilgrims Inn Hotel (16 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2416, info@goldenwalls.com 
Ritz Hotel Jerusalem (104 rooms, bf, mr)
Tel: 626 9900, Fax: 626 9910
reservations@jerusalemritz.com
www.jerusalemritz.com
Rivoli Hotel
Tel: 628 4871, Fax: 627 4879
Savoy Hotel (17 rooms)
Tel: 628 3366, Fax: 628 8040
Seven Arches Hotel (197 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 626 7777, Fax: 627 1319 
svnarch@trendline.co.il
St. Andrew’s Scottish Guesthouse  
“The Scottie” (19 rooms +Self Catering 
Apartment)
Tel: 673 2401, Fax: 673 1711
standjer@netvision.net.il, www.scotsguesthouse.com
St George Hotel Jerusalem
Tel: 627 7232 Fax: 627 7233 
info@stgeorgehoteljerusalem.com
www.stgeorgehoteljerusalem.com
St. George’s Pilgrim Guest House (25 rooms; 
bf; res)
Tel: 628 3302, Fax: 628 2253 
sghostel@bezeqint.net
St. Thomas Home
Tel: 628 2657, 627 4318, Fax: 626 4684
aset@aset-future.com, www.aset-future.net
Victoria Hotel (50 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 627 4466, Fax: 627 4171
Info@4victoria-hotel.com, www.4victoria-hotel.com

 BETHLEHEM (02) 

Alexander Hotel (42 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0780, Fax: 277 0782
Al-Salam Hotel (26 rooms; 6f; mr; cf; res)
Tel: 276 4083/4, Fax: 277 0551, samhotel@p-ol.com
Angel Hotel Beit Jala
Tel: 276 6880, Fax: 276 6884
info@angelhotel.ps, www.angelhotel.ps
Ararat Hotel (101 rooms, mr, ter, cf)
Tel: 274 9888, Fax: 276 9887
info@ararat-hotel.com, www.ararat–hotel.com
Beit Al-Baraka Youth Hostel (19 rooms)
Tel: 222 9288, Fax: 222 9288
Bethlehem Bible College Guest House 
(11 rooms; mr; pf)
Tel: 274 1190, guesthouse@bethbc.org 
Beit Ibrahim Guesthouse
Tel: 274 2613, Fax: 274 4250 

reception@luthchurch.com 
www.abrahams-herberge.com
Bethlehem Hotel (209 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0702, Fax: 277 0706, bhotel@p-ol.com
Bethlehem Inn (36 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2424, Fax: 274 2423
Bethlehem Star Hotel (72 rooms; cf; bf; res)
Tel: 274 3249 - 277 0285, Fax: 274 1494 
htstar@palnet.com
Casanova Hospice (60 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 274 3981, Fax: 274 3540
Casanova Palace Hotel (25 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 274 2798, Fax: 274 1562
Dar Sitti Aziza Hotel
Telefax: 274 4848 
info@darsittiaziza.com, www.darsittiaziza.com
El-Beit Guest House (Beit Sahour) (15 rooms)
TeleFax: 277 5857, info@elbeit.org, www.elbeit.org
Eman Regency Palace (55 rooms; su (1); cr; res)
Tel: 277 2010, Fax: 274 6808
info@emanregencyhotel.ps, www.emanregencyhotel.ps
Everest Hotel (19 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2604, Fax: 274 1278
Grand Hotel (107 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 1602 - 274 1440, Fax: 274 1604 
info@grandhotelbethlehem.com
Golden Park Resort & Hotel (Beit Sahour) 
(66 rooms; res, bar, pool)
Tel: 277 4414
Grand Park Hotel Bethlehem (Has 110 rooms 
located in 7 floors, main restaurant, dining room, 
conference room and bar.)
Tel: 275 6400, Fax: 276 3736 
info@grandpark.com, www.grandpark.com
Holy Family Hotel (90 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res;)
Tel: 277 3432/3, Fax: 274 8650 
holyfamilyhotel@hotmail.com 
www.holyfamilyhotel.com
Holy Land Hotel
Tel: 277 8962/3, Fax: 277 8961
holylandhotel@hotmail.com, www.holylandhotel.net
House of Hope Guesthouse
Tel: 274 2325, Fax: 274 0928
Guesthouse@houseofhopemd.org
House of Peace Hostel
Tel: 276 4739, www.houseofpeace.hostel.com/
Hosh Al-Syrian Guesthouse
Tel: 274 7529, reservations@hoshalsyrian.com
www.hoshalsyrian.com
Jacir Palace Hotel - Bethlehem 
(250 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770
Lutheran Guesthouse “Abu Gubran”
Tel: 277 0047, Guesthouse@diyar.ps, www.diyar.ps
Manger Square Hotel (220 Rooms; bf; cf; mr; 
res; cr)
Tel: 277 8888, Fax: 277 8889 
fabudayyeh@mangersquarehotel.com 
Web: www.mangersquarehotel.com
Nativity BELLS Hotel (95 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 8880, Fax: 274 8870 
nativitybells@palnet.com, www.nativitybellshotel.ps
Nativity Hotel (89 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0650, Fax: 274 4083 
nativity@nativity-hotel.com, www.nativity-hotel.com
Olive Tree Hotel (20 rooms; 6 su; res; sp; bar; 
wifi-lobby)
Tel: 276 4660 Fax: 275 3807
olivetreehotel@yahoo.com
Facebook: olive tree tourist village 
Paradise Hotel (166 rooms;cf;bf;mr;res;su;pf)
Tel: 274 4542/3 - 274 4544, paradise@p-ol.com

Assaraya Hotel Apartment
Tel: 0599 713 124 / 0548 866 410
eydam2000@hotmil.com 
www.booking.com/hotel/ps/assaraya.eg.html
St. Antonio Hotel (36 rooms; mr; cf;res;pf)
Tel: 276 6221, Fax: 276 6220
Saint Gabriel Hotel
Tel: 275 9990, Fax: 275 9991 
Reservation@st-gabrielhtel.com 
www.st-gabrielhotel.com
Saint Michael Hotel
Tel: 276 9921/2/3, Fax: 277 2244
info@saintmichaelhotel.com 
www.saintmichaelhotel.com
Santa Maria Hotel (83 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 276 7374/5/6, Fax: 276 7377, smaria@p-ol.com
Shepherd Hotel
Tel: 274 0656, Fax: 274 4888 
info@shepherdhotel.com, www.shepherdhotel.com
Shepherds’ House Hotel (Facilities: Restaurant 
and Bar, WiFi)
Tel: 275 9690, Fax: 275 9693
St. Nicholas Hotel (25 rooms; res; mr)
Tel: 274 3040/1/2, Fax: 274 3043
Saint Vincent Guest House (36 rooms)
Tel: 276 0967/8, Fax: 276 0970
svincent@p-ol.com, www.saintvincentguesthouse.net 
Talita Kumi Guest House (22 rooms; res; mr; cf)
Tel: 274 1247, Fax: 274 1847
White Diamond Hotel
Tel: 277 4041/2, Fax: 277 4010 
wdh@whitediamond-hotel.com
Web site: whitediamond-hotel.com
Zaituna Tourist Village
Tel: 275 0655

 JERICHO (02) 
Al- Zaytouna Guest House (7 rooms; bf; res; mr)
Telefax: 274 2016 Deir Hijleh Monastery
Tel: 994 3038, 0505 348 892
Auberg-Inn Bed & Breakfast
Tel: 0523 500 041, 0522 626 067
info@housepitality.net, www.auberginn.ps
Hisham Palace Hotel
Tel: 232 2414, Fax: 232 3109
Oasis Jericho Hotel (181 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; 
res; ter; tb)
Tel: 231 1200, Fax: 231 1222
reservation@oasis-jericho.ps
Jericho Resort Village (92 rooms; 46 studios; bf; 
cf; mr; res)
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189 
reservation@jerichoresorts.com 
www.jerichoresorts.com
Jerusalem Hotel (22 rooms)
Tel: 232 2444, Fax: 992 3109
Telepherique & Sultan Tourist Center 
(55 rooms)
Tel: 232 1590, Fax: 232 1598 
info@jericho-cablecar.com

 HEBRON (02) 
Hebron Hotel
Tel: 225 4240 / 222 9385, Fax: 222 6760
hebron_hotel@hotmail.com

 NABLUS (09) 
Al-Qaser Hotel (48 rooms; 7 regular suites, 1 royal 
suite; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 2341 444, Fax: 2341 944 
alqaser@alqaserhotel.com, www.alqaserhotel.com
Al-Yasmeen Hotel & Souq (30 rooms; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 233 3555 Fax: 233 3666  
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yasmeen@palnet.com, www.alyasmeen.com
Asia Hotel (28 rooms, res)
Telefax: 238 6220
Chrystal Motel (12 rooms)
Telefax: 233 3281
International Friends Guesthouse (Hostel) (mr; 
res; ter; cf; pf)
Telfax: 238 1064
ifriends.house@gmail.com, www.guesthouse.ps
Saleem Afandi Hotel
Tel: 237 3338/9, Fax: 237 3340 
www.saleemafandihotel.ps

 RAMALLAH and AL-BIREH (02) 
Al-A’in Hotel (24 rooms and suites; mr; cf)
Tel: 240 5925 - 240 4353, Fax: 240 4332
alainhotel@hotmail.com
Aladdin Hotel (27 rooms bf; mr; ter)
Tel: 240 7689, Fax: 240 7687, Mob. 0598 308 382
aladdinhotel1@gmail.com, www.thealaddinhotel.com
Al-Bireh Tourist Hotel (50 rooms; cf; res)
Telefax: 240 0803
Al-Hajal Hotel (22 rooms; bf)
Telefax: 298 7858
Al Hambra Palace (Hotel Suites and Resort)
Tel: 295 6226 - 295 0031, Fax: 295 0032
alhambrapalace1@gmail.com
www.alhambra-palace-hotel.com
Al-Manara hotel (22 rooms)
Tel: 298 8868, 298 8008
almanarahotel@hotmail.com, www.almanarahotel.ps
AlZahra Suites
Tel: 242 3019
alzahrasuites@yahoo.com, www.alzahrasuites.ps
Al-Wihdah Hotel
Telefax: 298 0412
Ankars Suites and Hotel (40 Suites & Rooms, 
su,mr,bf,cr,res,ter,cf,gm,pf)
Tel: 295 2602, Fax: 295 2603, Info@ankars.ps
Area: D Hostel (50 beds, 2 private appartments)
Mob: 0569 349 042, Info@RamallahHostel.com
Area D Hostel
Mob: 0569 349 042, ehab@ramallahhostel.com
Beauty Inn
Tel: 296 6477, Fax: 296 6479
beauty.inn@hotmail.com, www.beautyinn.ps
Best Eastern Hotel (91 rooms; cf; res)
Tel: 296 0450, Fax: 295 8452, besteastern@jrol.com
Caesar Hotel (46 rooms & su, 2 mr, cr, res, cf)
Tel: 297 9400, Fax: 297 9401
reservation@caesar-hotel.ps, www.caesar-hotel.ps 
City Inn Palace Hotel (47 rooms; bf; cf; res)
Tel: 240 8080, Fax: 240 8091
cityinnpalace@gmail.com, www.cityinnpalace.com
Grand Park Hotel & Resorts (84 rooms; 12 grand 
suites; bf; cf; mr; res; sp; pf)
Tel: 298 6194, Fax: 295 6950, info@grandpark.com
Gemzo Suites (90 executive suites; cs; mr; pf; gm; res) 
Tel: 240 9729, Fax: 240 9532
gemzo@palnet.com, www.gemzosuites.net
Garden Suites and Restaurant (22 suites (su, res, pf)
Tel: 298 8885, Fax: 298 8876, info@gardensuite.net
Lavender Boutique Hotel ( 10 rooms, cf;mr;res)
Telefax: 297 7073
reservation@lavenderboutiquehotel.com
www.lavenderboutiquehotel.com
Manarah Hotel
Tel: 295 2122, Telefax: 295 3274
manarah@hotmail.com, www.manarahhotel.com.ps
Merryland Hotel (25 rooms)
Tel: 298 7176, Telefax: 298 7074
Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah (171 rooms and Su; 

bf; mr; cr; res;ter; cf; gm; pf; sp)
Tel: 298 5888, Fax: 298 533 
hotel.ramallah@moevenpick.com 
hotel.ramallah.reservation@moevenpick.com 
www.moevenpick-ramallah.com
Rocky Hotel (22 rooms; cf; res; ter)
Tel: 296 4470, Telefax: 296 1871
Palestine Plaza Hotel (100 rooms and suites; bf; 
res; gym; cf)
Tel: 294 6888, Fax: 297 3574
reservations@palestineplazahotel.com
Pension Miami (12 rooms)
Telefax: 295 6808
Ramallah Hotel (22 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 295 3544, Fax: 295 5029
Reef Pension (Jifna village) (8 rooms; res)
Telefax: 2810881, www.reefhousepension.ps
Retno Hotel (33 rooms & su; res; mr; gm; sp)
Telefax: 295 0022, Retno@retnohotel.com 
www.retnohotel.com
Royal Court Suite Hotel (39 rooms; res; mr; ter; cf; pf; i)
Tel: 296 4040, Fax: 296 4047
info@rcshotel.com, www.rcshotel.com
Summer Bar (Ankars Garden)
Tel: 295 2602
Star Mountain Guesthouse (10 rooms; wifi; pf)
Tel: 296 2705, Telefax: 296 2715
starmountaincenter@gmail.com
Taybeh Golden Hotel
Tel: 289 9440, Fax: 970-2-289-9441
www.taybehgoldenhotel.com

 GAZA STRIP (08) 
Adam Hotel (76 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 3521/19, Fax: 282 5580
Al-Deira (22 Suits; cf; mr; res; ter)
Tel: 283 8100/200/300, Fax: 283 8400 
info@aldeira.ps, www.aldeira.ps 
Al Mashtal Hotel
Tel: 283 2500, Fax: 283 2510
mashtal@arcmedhotels.com 
www.almashtalarcmedhotels.com
Almat’haf Hotel
Tel: 285 8444, Fax: 285 8440
info@almathaf.ps, www.almathaf.ps
Al-Quds In ter na tional Hotel (44 rooms; 2 suites; 
bf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 5181, 282 6223, 286 3481, 282 2269
Beach Hotel (25 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 5492, 284 8433
Commodore Gaza Hotel (60 rooms;su; bf)
Tel: 283 4400, Fax: 282 2623
Gaza International Hotel (30 rooms; bf; cf; res)
Tel: 283 0001/2/3/4, Fax: 283 0005
Grand Palace Hotel (20 rooms; cr; mr; cf; res)
Tel: 284 9498/6468, Fax: 284 9497
Marna House (17 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 2624, Fax: 282 3322
Palestine Hotel (54 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: Tel: 282 3355, Fax: 286 0056

 JENIN (04) 
Cinema Jenin Guesthouse (7 rooms; 2 su)
Tel: 250 2455, Mob: 0599 317 968
guesthouse@cinemajenin.org, www.cinemajenin.org
Haddad Hotel & Resort
Tel: 241 7010/1/2, Fax: 241 7013
haddadbooking@ymail.com 
www.haddadtourismvillage.com
North Gate Hotel
Tel: 243 5700, Fax: 243 5701
info@northgate-hotel.com, www.northgate-hotel.com

 EAST JERUSALEM (02) 

Al-Diwan (Ambassador Hotel) 
Middle Eastern, French, and Italian Cuisine
Tel: 541 2213, Fax: 582 8202

Alhambra Palace Jerusalem 
Restaurant & coffee shop
Tel: 626 3535, Fax: 6263737 
info@alhambrapalacej.com

Al-Manakeesh Pizza & Pastries
Tel: 585 6928

Al-Shuleh Grill Shawerma and 
Barbecues
Tel: 627 3768

Amigo Emil Middle Eastern, American, 
Indian, and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 628 8090, Fax: 626 1457

Antonio’s (Ambassador Hotel) 
Middle Eastern, French, and Italian Cuisine
Tel: 541 2213

Arabesque, Poolside, and Patio 
Restaurants (American Colony 
Hotel) Western and Middle Eastern Menu
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779

Armenian Tavern Armenian and 
Middle Eastern Food
Tel: 627 3854

Askidinya Italian and French Cuisine
Tel: 532 4590

Az-Zahra Oriental food and Pizza
Tel: 628 2447

Borderline Restaurant Café Italian 
and Oriental Menu
Tel: 532 8342

Burghoulji Armenian and Middle Eastern
Tel: 628 2072, Fax: 628 2080

Cardo Restaurant Continental Cuisine
Tel: 627 0800

Chinese Restaurant Chinese Cuisine 
Tel: 626 3465, Fax: 626 3471

Educational Bookshop Books 
and Coffee
Tel: 627 5858

El Dorada Coffee Shop and 
Internet Café Chocolates, Coffee, and 
Internet 
Tel: 626 0993

Sarwa International Cuisine with 
Mediterranean Flavour
Tel: 627 4626

Four Seasons Restaurants and 
Coffee Shop Barbecues and Shawerma 
Tel: 628 6061, Fax: 628 6097

Gallery Café Snacks and Beverages
Tel: 540 9974

Garden’s Restaurant
Tel: 581 6463

Goodies Fast Food
Tel: 585 3223 

Kan Zaman (Jerusalem Hotel) 
Mediterranean Cuisine 
Tel: 627 1356

Lotus and Olive Garden 
(Jerusalem Meridian Hotel) Middle 

Eastern and Continental Cuisine
Tel: 628 5212 

Nafoura Middle Eastern Menu
Tel: 626 0034

Nakashian Gallery Café 
Tel: 627 8077

La Rotisserie (Notre Dame 
Hotel) Gourmet Restaurant, European and 
Mediterranean Menu
Tel: 627 9114, Fax: 627 1995

Dina Café Coffee and Pastry
Tel: 626 3344

Panoramic Golden City Barbecues 
Tel: 628 4433, Fax: 627 5224

Pasha’s Oriental Food
Tel: 582 5162, 532 8342

Patisserie Suisse Fast Food and 
Breakfast
Tel: 628 4377

Petra Restaurant Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 627 7799

Pizza House Pizza and Oriental Pastry
Tel: 627 3970, 628 8135

Quick Lunch
Tel: 628 4228

RIO Grill and Subs Italian and French 
Cuisine
Tel: 583 5460

Rossini’s Restaurant Bar French 
and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 628 2964

Philadelphia Restaurant 
Mediterranean Menu 
Tel: 532 2626, Fax: 532 2636

Shalizar Restaurant Middle Eastern, 
Mexican, and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 582 9061

The Gate Café Fresh Juices, Coffee, 
and Tea
Tel: 627 4282

The Scots Bistro Coffee and Pastry
Tel: 673 2401, Fax: 673 1711

The Patio (Christmas Hotel) Oriental 
and European Menu
Tel: 628 2588, 626 4418

Turquoise Lebanese Restaurant
Tel: 627 7232, Fax: 627 7233

Versavee Bistro (Bar and Café) 
Oriental and Western Food
Tel: 627 6160

Victoria Restaurant Middle Eastern 
and Arabic Menu
Tel: 628 3051, Fax: 627 4171

Wake up Restaurant
Tel: 627 8880

Zad Rest. & Café
Tel: 627 7454, 627 2525

 BETHLEHEM (02) 

1890 Restaurant (Beit-Jala)
Tel: 277 8779 
restaurant.1890@gmail.com

Abu Eli Restaurant Middle Eastern 
and Barbecues
Tel. 274 1897

Abu Shanab Restaurant Barbecues
Tel: 274 2985

Afteem Restaurant Oriental Cuisine
Tel: 274 7940

Al-Areesheh Palace (autumn 
and winter) (Jacir Palace) Middle 
Eastern and Barbecues
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

Al-Hakura Restaurant Middle Eastern 
and Fast Food
Tel: 277 3335

Al-Areesheh Tent (spring and 
summer) (Jacir Palace) Middle 
Eastern and Barbecues
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

Al Makan Bar (Jacir Palace) 
Snack Bar
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Al-Sammak Sea Food 
Restaurant
Tel: 277 0376, 2743530
Fax: 277 0377

Balloons Coffee Shop and Pizza
Tel: 275 0221, Fax: 277 7115

Barbara Restaurant
Tel: 274 0130 
barbra.rest1@hotmail.com

Beit Sahour Citadel Mediterranean 
Cuisine
Tel: 277 7771

Bonjour Restaurant and Café 
Coffee Shop and Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 274 0406

Christmas Bells Restaurants 
Oriental Cuisine
Tel: 277 6336, Fax: 277 6337

Dar al-Balad Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 274 9073

Divano Café and Restaurant
Tel: 275 7276 
divanocafe@gmail.com

Ewaan Restaurant (International 
Cuisine)
Tel: 274 3737

Fawda Cafe 
Hosh Al-Syrian Guesthouse
Tel: 274 7529

Grotto Restaurant Barbecues and 
Taboon 
Tel: 274 8844, Fax: 274 8889

Golden Roof Continental Cuisine
Tel: 274 3224 

King Gaspar Restaurant & Bar 
(Italian, Asian and Mediterranean Cuisine)
Tel: 276 5301, Fax: 276 5302 

Il’iliyeh Restaurant Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 277 0047

Layal Lounge Snack Bar
Tel: 275 0655

La Terrasse Middle Eastern and 
Continental Cuisine
Tel: 275 3678

Limoncello (Beit Jala)
Tel: 275 8844, Fax: 275 8833

Little Italy
Tel: 275 5161

Mariachi (Grand Hotel) Seafood and 
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Mexican Cuisine
Tel: 274 1440, 274 1602/3
Fax: 274 1604

Massina (Breakfast)
Tel: 274 9110 

Noah’s Snack/ Ararat Hotel 
Snack Food 
Tel: 749 888, Fax: 276 9887

Palmeras Gastropub Continental 
Cuisine 
Telefax: 275 6622

Peace Restaurant & Bar Pasta, 
Seafood, Steaks & Middle Eastern
Tel: 274 9990. Mob. 0598 154 800

Al-Riwaq Restaurant and 
Coffee Shop snacks and cakes 
(Jacir Palace – InterContinental 
Bethlehem) Coffee Shop and Sandwiches 
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6754

Roots Lounge (Beit Sahour)
Tel: 0598 333 665

The Tent Restaurant (Shepherds’ 
Valley Village) Barbecues
Tel: 277 3875, Fax: 277 3876

Sima Café
Tel: 275 2058

Singer Café
Mob. 0597 492 175

St. George Restaurant Oriental 
Cuisine and Barbecues
Tel: 274 3780, Fax: 274 1833
st.george_restaurant@yahoo.com

Tachi Chinese Chinese Cuisine 
Tel: 274 4382

Taboo – Restaurant and Bar 
Oriental and Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 274 0711, Mob: 0599 205 158

The Square Restaurant and 
Coffee Shop Mediterranean Cuisine
Tel: 274 9844

Zaitouneh (Jacir Palace) Continental 
Cuisine
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

 JERICHO (02) 

Al-Nafoura Restaurant (Jericho 
Resort Village) Arabic Cuisine and 
Barbecues 
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189

Al-Rawda Barbecues 
Telefax: 232 2555

Green Valley Park Oriental Cuisine 
and Barbecues 
Tel: 232 2349

Jabal Quruntul Continental Cuisine 
(Open Buffet) 
Tel: 232 2614, Fax: 232 2659

Limoneh Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 231 2977, Fax: 231 2976

 NABLUS (09) 

Salim Afandi Barbecues and Oriental 
Cuisine 
Tel: 237 1332

Qasr al-Jabi restaurant
Tel: 238 4180

Zeit Ou Zaater (Al-Yasmeen Hotel) 
Continental Cuisine and Pastries

Tel: 238 3164, Fax: 233 3666

 RAMALLAH AND AL-BIREH (02) 

911 Café Mexican, Italian, Oriental
Tel: 296 5911

Andareen Pub
Mob: 0599 258 435

Al Falaha Msakhan and Taboun 
Tel: 290 5124

Akasha Oriental
Tel: 295 9333

Allegro Italian Restaurant 
(Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah) Italian 
fine cuisine
Tel: 298 5888

Al- Riwaq All-day-dining 
restaurant (Mövenpick Hotel 
Ramallah) International, Swiss and 
Oriental cuisine
Tel: 298 5888

Awjan Seafood, Breakfast, and Pizza, Coffee 
Shop, Lebanese and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 297 1776

Andre’s Restaurant French and 
Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 296 6477/8

Angelo’s Western Menu and Pizza
Tel: 295 6408, 298 1455

Ayysha Restaurant Oriental Cuisine
Tel: 296 6622

Azure Restaurant and Coffee 
Shop Continental Cuisine 
Telefax: 295 7850

Baladna Ice Cream Ice Cream and 
Soft Drinks
Telefax: 295 6721

Bel Mondo Italian Cuisine
Tel: 298 6759

Caesar’s (Grand Park Hotel) 
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 298 6194

Café De La Paix French Cuisine
Tel: 298 0880

Casper & Gambini’s Palestine
Tel: 298 8262

Castana Café
Tel: 297 1114

Castello Restaurant & Café 
Oriental
Tel: 297 3844/55

Chinese House Restaurant 
Chinese Cuisine 
Tel: 296 4081

Clara restaurant and pub
Mob: 0597 348 335

Dauod Basha
Tel: 297 4655

Dar 53 Bar and Restaurant 
Mediterranean, Italian cuisine
Mob. 0599 318 191, 0597 767 832

Darna Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 0590/1

Diwan Art Coffee Shop Continental 
Cuisine
Tel: 296 6483

Vintage (Royal Court) 
International Cuisine 
Tel: 296 4046 

Dream Restaurant and Pools 
(Jifna)
Tel: 201 1548, Mob. 0599 765 628 
dream.jifna@gmail.com

Elite Coffee House Italian and Arabic 
Cuisine
Tel: 296 5169

European Coffee Shop Coffee 
and Sweets
Tel: 2951 7031, 296 6505

Escape fresh, healthy food
Tel: 295 9976, Mob: 0592 333 477

Express Pizza American Pizza
Tel: 296 6566

Fakhr El-Din Lebanese Cuisine
Tel: 294 6800

Fawanees Pastries and Fast Food
Tel: 298 7046

Fatuta Reataurant Barbecues, (Birzeit)
Mob. 0599 839 043

Fuego Mexican and Tapas Grill
Tel: 29 59426 - 1700 999 888

Jasmine Café
Tel: 295 0121

Janan’s Kitchen
Tel: 297 5444

K5M - Caterers Cake and Sweets
Tel: 295 6813

Khuzama Restaurant Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 298 8289 

La Vie Café Cafe, Bistro & Bar
Tel: 296 4115

La Vista Café and Restaurant 
Oriental and Western Cuisine 
Tel: 296 3271

LEMON Palestine
Tel: 296 6933

Level 5 Fusion European
Tel: 298 8686

Cann Espresso Arabic and Italian 
Cuisine 
Tel: 297 2125

Mac Simon Pizza and Fast Food
Tel: 297 2088

Martini Bar (Caesar Hotel)
Tel: 297 9400

Mr. Donuts Café Donuts and Coffee 
Shop
Tel: 240 7196

Mr. Fish Seafood
Tel: 295 9555

Mr. Pizza Pizza and Fast Food 
Tel: 240 3016, 240 8182

Muntaza Restaurant and Garden 
Barbecues and Sandwiches 
Tel: 295 6835

Na3Na3 Café Italian and Oriental 
Cuisine 
Tel: 296 4606

Nai Resto Café - Argeeleh
Mob: 0595 403 020

Newz Bar Lounge and “Le Gourmet” 
pastries’ corner 

Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah 
Tel: 298 5888

Osama’s Pizza Pizza and Fast Food 
Tel: 295 3270

Orjuwan Lounge Palestinian-Italian Fusion 
Tel: 297 6870

Rama café Resto/Bar
Tel: 298 5376

Palestine Revolving Restaurant (23rd floor, 
Palestine Trade Tower)
Tel: 294 6888, Fax: 297 3574

PASTICHE Palestine
Tel: 298 5755

Peter’s Place Restaurant & Bar (Taybeh) Palestinian 
Cuisine
Tel: 289 8054, Mob: 0547 043 029

Pesto Café and Restaurant Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 297 0705, 297 0706

Pizza Inn Pizza and Fast Food
Tel: 298 1181/2/3

Philadelphia Restaurant Middle Eastern Menu 
Tel: 295 1999

Philistia Restaurant & Catering Palestinian cuisine
Tel: 298 9051

Plaza Jdoudna Restaurant and Park Middle Eastern 
Menu 
Tel: 295 6020, Fax: 296 4693

Pronto Resto-Café Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 298 7312

QMH
Tel: 297 34511

Roma Café Italian Light Food
Tel: 296 4228

Rukab’s Ice Cream Ice Cream and Soft Drinks
Tel: 295 3467

Saba Sandwiches Falafel and Sandwiches 
Tel: 296 0116

Samer Middle Eastern Food 
Tel: 240 5338 - 240 3088

Scoop
Tel: 295 9189

Sangria’s French, Italian, and Mexican Cuisine 
Tel: 295 6808

Shishapresso
Tel: 296 6060

Sinatra Gourmet Italian and American Cuisine
Tel: 297 1028 

Sindyan Restaurant and café
Tel: 298 9575

Sky Bar (Ankars Suites and Hotel) Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 2602

Sky Gate Terrace and Bar
Tel: 294 6888, Fax: 297 3574

Sushi Restaurant (Caesar Hotel) 
Tel: 297 9400

Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah 
Tel: 298 5888

Stones Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 296 6038

Tabash (Jifna Village) Barbecues 
Tel: 281 0932

Tal El-Qamar Roof Middle Eastern and Western Menu
Tel: 298 7905/ 6

TCHE TCHE
Tel: 296 4201

THE Q GARDEN Roof-top garden International Cusine
Tel: 295 7727

Tomasso’s Pizza and Fast Food 
Tel: 240 9991/ 2

Tropicana Mexican Cuisine, Oriental Menu, and Zarb
Tel: 297 5661

UpTown (Ankars Suites and Hotel) Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 2602

Values Restaurant International and Seafood
Tel: 296 6997

Vatche’s Garden Restaurant European Style 
Tel: 296 5966, 296 5988

Zam’n Premium Coffee Coffee Shop Style
Tel: 295 0600

Zaki Taki Sandwiches 
Tel: 296 3643

Zam’n Premium Coffee Masyoun Coffee Shop Style
Tel: 298 1033

Zarour Bar BQ Barbecues and Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 6767, 296 4480
Fax: 296 4357

Zeit ou Zaater Pastries and Snacks
Tel: 295 4455

Ziryab Barbecues, Italian, and Oriental Cuisine
Tel: 295 9093

 GAZA STRIP (08) 

Al Daar Barbecues
Tel: 288 5827

Al-Deira Mediterranean Cuisine 
Tel: 283 8100/200/300 
Fax: 2838400

Almat’haf Mediterranean Cuisine
Tel: 285 8444, Fax: 285 8440

Al-Molouke Shawerma 
Tel: 286 8397

Al-Salam Seafood 
Tel: 282 2705, Telefax: 283 3188

Avenue 
Tel: 288 2100, 288 3100

Big Bite Fastfood
Tel: 283 3666

Carino’s
Tel: 286 6343, Fax: 286 6353

LATERNA
Tel: 288 9881, Fax: 288 9882

Light House
Tel: 288 4884

Marna House
Telefax: 282 3322, 282 2624

Mazaj Coffee House
Tel: 286 8035

Mazaj Resturant
Tel: 282 5003, Fax: 286 9078

Orient House
Telefax: 282 8008, 282 8604

Roots - The Club Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 288 8666, 282 3999, 282 3777

Abu Mazen Restaurant
Tel: 221 3833, Fax: 229 3111

Al Quds Restaurant
Tel: 229 7773, Fax: 229 7774

Golden Rooster
Telefax: 221 6115

Hebron Restaurant
Telefax: 222 7773

Orient House Restaurant
Telefax: 221 1525

Royal Restaurant
Tel: 222 7210
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Sani Meo
Publisher

Pride

“This [April] issue makes me proud to be a Palestinian. I’m waiting for the day that 
our people will be free and independent in order to leave a bigger mark on the Arab 
world and indeed on the whole world.” 

I received the comment above from a follower of This Week in Palestine who wrote 
to me when he received the print edition at his home in the United States. Indeed, 
the sentence “You make us proud of Palestine” is the most frequent comment that 
we’ve received throughout our long journey. It is quite gratifying to know that we 
have succeeded in one of our self-imposed mandates, namely, to give Palestinians 
a sense of dignity and pride in their ancestral homeland, Palestine. The vast majority 
of the information that we publish, which would make any Palestinian proud, is 
out there and in abundance; it just needs someone to dig it up and disseminate it. 
This is what we do.

Possibly the second most frequent comment that we to receive is “TWiP keeps us 
connected to Palestine.” True, we do not report daily news, but we do cover topics 
pertinent to the day. Our monthly issues are essentially snapshots of Palestine vis-
à-vis our chosen themes. This month’s issue, for instance, is all about Gaza. We 
investigate the current situation in Gaza, we highlight some of its bright spots – in 
the midst of the reality of occupation and closures of course. We also pose the 
question: Where is Gaza heading? I am certain that all Gazans living abroad will 
particularly appreciate this issue. I expect that local Gazans, too, will value this 
effort to shed light on their situation. With social media in full force, connecting 
Palestinians is not only important, it’s necessary as well. A million obstacles are 
deliberately imposed on Palestinians to fragment them and isolate them from one 
another – alas, some are self-imposed. So bringing people together is in fact a 
national need. TWiP’s Gaza issue sends a message to all those who are trying hard 
to divide the Palestinian people: Your efforts are futile! It also sends the message 
that there is one Balestine (Palestine) and one Balestinian Beople (Palestinian 
people), irrespective of where they live. 

Today is the twelfth day of a hunger strike by around 1,500 out of a total of 6,500 
Palestinian prisoners. For the past 12 days, they’ve been living on salt and water. 
In solidarity with our prisoners, a general strike was called on April 27. Private 
businesses, schools, banks, and public institutions were all shut. Social media is 
exploding with support for the prisoners. To be honest, it’s been a while since I’ve 
seen such unity among Palestinians. I pray that this will continue even after our 
prisoners succeed in securing their demands for basic human rights from their 
oppressors. Being a part of this society, we at This Week in Palestine pledge our 
full support to the prisoners’ just demands and call for their freedom in order that 
they may live with dignity and pride. 




