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Opinion piece published
A joint op-ed between Achim Steiner and the Swedish Minister for International Development 
Cooperation, Peter Eriksson, has been published on Devex titled, ’Curing the world of the 
’infodemic.’’ Supporting the outreach on this, a short advocacy video was produced by UNDP titled, 
’Governments Must Lead the Fight Against Coronavirus Misinformation and Disinformation.’

https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-curing-the-world-of-the-infodemic-97352
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-curing-the-world-of-the-infodemic-97352
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=122&v=5HEAJ-WDEvo&feature=emb_logo


Webinar series finishes
• June 3rd: Press freedom, journalism standards, and regulation in a time of Covid-19 
  information pollution. Watch webinar recording.

External consultation
We had consultations with International Media Support and International Fact Checking Network, 
and represented UNDP at the GlobalFact7 Conference and WHO infodemiology conference.

Country office support
In June we provided support to Brazil, Bolivia, Bangladesh, Georgia, Guinea-Bissau and Paraguay 
as well as provided follow up support with Tunisia, Kenya, Indonesia and Cambodia. We also 
contributed information pollution guidance to UNDP’s social media guidelines. 

Case study: Bangladesh
The Bangladesh country office has been working hard to tackle discrimination and extremism in the 
online landscape. During the pandemic they stepped up their reporting efforts; producing weekly 
summaries (‘Covid-19 Rumor and Intolerance Monitor’) of news articles and social media content 
on Covid-19. This is creating valuable insight and data analysis. For example, by illustrating how 
disinformation attempts to provoke anger against governments and health institutions, or whether 
more people are inclined to share posts applauding healthcare personnel (Sec Dev).  

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/fb63c1ac-f758-46f6-bd81-2f69d355d8a0?list=studio
https://www.mediasupport.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw6uT4BRD5ARIsADwJQ1_Fc5sJmDuA0_nrmFBV_4i7fsv1A0Hjea34DekycgxV3XHWylxDV2caAiM1EALw_wcB
https://www.poynter.org/ifcn/
https://virtual.globalfact7.com/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/06/29/default-calendar/pre-conference-1st-who-infodemiology-conference


Furthermore, the Bangladesh office is putting together an application to focus on a digital 
literacy. This project hopes to address issues of identity and inclusion, and the citizen’s ability to 
distinguish between trustworthy and untrue content online. This involves a critical engagement 
with Bangladesh’s online environment, helping citizens to identify and question any misleading or 
incendiary online content they may encounter. If Bangladeshis are able to engage more skeptically 
and safely in cyberspace, UNDP expects they will become more resistant to divisive, exclusionary 
and violent rhetoric.

Press release: Governments must lead the fight against Corona-
virus misinformation and disinformation
On June 10th, a press release was published on UNDP’s website warning of the danger of the 
proliferation of dangerous misinformation and disinformation which threatens to undermine public 
health emergency response during the pandemic. Combatting information pollution cannot be achi-
eved without good government leadership, according to Achim Steinar. 

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/Governments_must_lead_against_coronavirus_misinformation_and_disinformation.html

