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Cities across Europe are implementing schemes

to support cycling as a mobility solution. 
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technical support in their implementation (if any). We bear no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or content of the external site. We make them

available here to support the communities in their life-saving work/ efforts and to accelerate their response to tackling COVID-19.

UPCYCLING & ZERO-WASTE

Locals upcycle food packaging - using disposable plastic food containers and

polystyrene boxes to plant seedlings or as DIY craft ideas.  Bubble tea cups

were especially popular as gardening pots and stationery holders. Users in

an active zero-waste community group shared plenty of zero-waste ideas. 
Photo: @adi irawan87

VOLUNTARY TRASH CLEAN-UPS

A teenager celebrates his 18th birthday with a pledge to collect trash for 23

days straight. As part of regular clean-up runs organized by a local

environmentalist group earlier this year, a man had collected up to 4,500

cigarette butts. Individuals shared experiences on how they collected trash

during their regular neighbourhood walks. 

MORE OPTIONS TO RECYCLE

A shopping mall accelerates its recycling efforts, by introducing two new

recyclable categories – food and fabric. The organic waste collected will be

bio-recycled through composting and repurposed as animal feed and organic

fertiliser (Malay Mail). 

SURGE IN GARDENING /  COMPOSTING & HOME-GROWN FOOD

Demands and sales for compost, soil conditioners

(The Edge Markets), vegetable seeds and gardening

tools increased during the Movement Control Order

(MCO) period, a report noted that sales for

hydroponic pots increase in 10-fold  within two

weeks after MCO was enforced (The Star).
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News reports documented a growing trend of

people dabbling into vegetable gardening to grow

their own produce – with some adopting it as a

family activity.  Other interesting stories include

those from an urban farmer and first timers, a viral

post of growing bean sprouts in a soda bottle and

growing an edible garden in a condominium.
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Amsterdam is embracing the ‘doughnut’ model-

an economic model that balance the need of

people and planet for post COVID-19 recovery. 

Japan seeks to bolster global momentum on

climate action by hosting an online platform and

high-level political event for a greener post-

COVID 19 recovery.

In United Kingdom, there are growing calls for a

green recovery plan that aligns with climate goals. 

 France’s airline bailout was reported to come with

green-strings attached - to halve their overall

carbon-dioxide emissions.
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A recent study indicates that global carbon dioxide emissions have fallen as much as 17% during the 

peak of lockdowns across the world (Al Jazeera). Malaysia has equally seen a reduction in pollution 

and significant improvement in air and water quality (New Straits Times).

 

Concerns remain that despite these temporary reliefs with other merging issues: 

the rise in plastic-use (estimated of 10-fold increase), clinical waste, 

and fears of intensified exploitation of natural resources due to decline in revenues.

 

This Snapshot, we highlight how Malaysians are being more sustainable and 

environmentally conscious, and other 'green' recovery plans globally post COVID-19.

 

How do we use the current positive environmental awareness as a catalyst? 

How do we use use this momentum to create long-term solutions?

https://www.bike-eu.com/industry-retail-organizations/nieuws/2020/05/initiatives-across-europe-support-cycling-as-mobility-solution-10137952
https://www.thestar.com.my/metro/metro-news/2020/05/30/hobbyists-upcycle-takeaway-food-packaging-into-useful-items-for-home
https://www.facebook.com/SunwayProperty/posts/2830608037025403
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-Ud-2Lp8Qd/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/zerowastemalaysia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1dM7BQ0ieONICx5qEJO0vw/videos
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/05/28/covid-19-selangor-teen-celebrates-birthday-with-pledge-to-pick-up-trash-for/1870278
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/05/29/japanese-man-helps-clear-4500-cigarette-butts-littered-by-smokers-in-putraj/1870483
https://www.facebook.com/groups/zerowastemalaysia/permalink/1188253461510645/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/06/01/trash-to-treasure-ipc-shopping-centre-accelerates-recycling-efforts-to-redu/1871399
https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/even-more-urgent-rethink-waste-management-policy-now
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/09/mco-boosts-demand-for-seeds-gardening-tools
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/05/28/covid-19-selangor-teen-celebrates-birthday-with-pledge-to-pick-up-trash-for/1870278
https://twitter.com/hazmi_nabil_
https://www.thestar.com.my/metro/metro-news/2020/04/29/sowing-seeds-of-sustainability
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/living/2020/03/06/malaysian-urban-farmer-grows-vegetables-in-back-lane-of-his-house-in-puchong#:~:text=Malaysian%20urban%20farmer%20grows%20vegetables%20in%20back%20lane%20of%20his%20house%20in%20Puchong,-Living&text=Whenever%20Balan%20Nadarajan%20wants%20fresh,farm%20of%20vegetables%20and%20herbs.
https://www.thestar.com.my/metro/metro-news/2020/06/01/blooming-interest-in-gardening
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/04/08/malaysian-womans-how-to-guide-on-growing-taugeh-in-soda-bottles-goes-viral/1854754
https://says.com/my/lifestyle/woman-shares-how-she-made-an-edible-garden-on-her-tiny-pj-condo-balcony
https://www.facebook.com/ipcshoppingcentre/posts/2875698802469524
https://says.com/my/lifestyle/woman-shares-how-she-made-an-edible-garden-on-her-tiny-pj-condo-balcony
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/doughnut-model-amsterdam-coronavirus-recovery/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/06/01/japan-launch-green-recovery-platform-ministerial-meeting/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/jun/01/top-business-leaders-call-on-boris-johnson-to-set-out-green-recovery-plan
https://www.flightglobal.com/strategy/french-government-sets-green-conditions-for-air-france-bailout/138160.article
https://www.bike-eu.com/industry-retail-organizations/nieuws/2020/05/initiatives-across-europe-support-cycling-as-mobility-solution-10137952
https://www.kateraworth.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20200406-AMS-portrait-EN-Single-page-web-420x210mm.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-020-0797-x
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/carbon-pollution-fell-17-percent-coronavirus-lockdown-peak-200520063648796.html
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/05/593596/keeping-pollution-levels-down-beyond-mco
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2333
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davekeating/2020/05/19/it-turns-out-covid-isnt-helping-the-climate/#1381a970273e
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/05/12/plastic-use-on-the-rise
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/environmental-cost-of-takeaways-XD2371514
https://cilisos.my/heres-how-malaysia-deals-with-clinical-waste-thats-increased-since-the-pandemic/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-environment-post-movement-control-order-budget-deficit-12715506

