Demonstrating innovative
ocean governance
mechanisms and
delivering best practices
and lessons for extended
continental shelf
management within the
western Indian ocean
large marine ecosystem
The Joint Management Area (JMA)
represents the first jointly managed area of
Extended Continental Shelf (ECS) to be
recommended by the UN Commission on
the Limits of the Continental Shelf, under
Art. 76, Para. 8 of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS). On 30 March 2011, the
Commission approved by consensus the
“Recommendations in regard to the joint
submission made by Mauritius and
Seychelles concerning the Mascarene
Plateau region”.
The creation of the JMA thus represents
a ground-breaking precedent for joint
management of the ocean, placing the
JMA in a ‘lens’ position that may be
replicated elsewhere if such new
mechanisms and methods for future
common management prove successful.
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Budget

Use of Marine Spatial Planning (MSP)
Framework for effective management
of the Joint Management Area
Use of a state-of-the-art database system
to support the MSP Framework
implementation
Comprehensive capacity activities in
ocean governance, global information
system, law of the sea, monitoring
control, and surveillance to support
the JMA Management
2020
Total

USD 647,813
USD 2,210, 389

Period: 2018 - 2021

October 2020

OUR KEY PARTNERS

QUICK FACTS

Joint Commission for the JMA through the
Department for Continental Shelf, Maritime
Zones Administration, and Exploration
(CSMZAE) in Mauritius and the Blue
Economy Department in Seychelles

The Mascarene plateau
connects Seychelles and
Mauritius underwater.

KEY RESULTS

.
The first jointly managed
area of Extended Continental
Shelf (ECS) recommended by

•

JMA Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Phase 1 completed;

•

JMA Monitoring Control and Surveillance, (MCS)
strategies completed;

•

JMA Database system developed;

•

JMA Capacity building in MSP in progress, MCS in
progress and Legal Framework being developed.

the international community?

The world’s largest
jointly and peacefully
managed maritime
zone.

Objective
The UNDP-Joint Management Area (JMA) Demonstration
Project shall aim at consolidating existing databases and
elaborate further on the framework for data and
information management.

Implementation
This project is nationally implemented by the Government of
Mauritius and Seychelles in partnership with UNDP.
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UNDP supports and supplements national efforts aimed at reducing
poverty in all its forms, accelerating the transition to sustainable
development, and making sure national institutions and
communities are able to withstand crises and shocks. We work to
make sure the most vulnerable and excluded are not left behind,
develop game changing solutions to accelerate sustainable
development, and promote low-carbon consumption, and
preparedness against climate-related crises and shocks.
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