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UNDP delivers programming at the coun-
try level in four core focus areas: poverty 

reduction and the MDGs; democratic gover-
nance; crisis prevention and recovery; and 
environment and sustainable development.  
Throughout all of UNDP’s work, it provides 
technical and policy advice and solutions 
based on decades of real development work. 
UNDP also places a special emphasis on key 
cross-cutting strategies including capacity 
development, gender equality and South-
South cooperation, which is the exchange of 
best practices between developing countries 
and emerging economies. 

UNDP considers capacity development as 
its overarching contribution to human devel-
opment. Capacity development is the process 
by which individuals, governments and soci-
eties strengthen and sustain their ability to 
achieve their own development objectives. 

If development gains in the countries where 
UNDP works are going to last, there must be 
a real investment in new, long-term policies, 
reformed state institutions and trained, capa-
ble personnel. 

In 2009, much of UNDP’s contributions 
through policy and programme support were 
to the state sector — such as key develop-
ment ministries and electoral commissions — 
to develop institutional capacities to achieve 
human development goals. In 2009, UNDP 
continued to promote gender equality in all 
its programming, especially in light of the 
ongoing economic crisis and its impact on 
women. Finally, UNDP increased its focus on 
facilitating exchanges of knowledge and suc-
cessful project experience between countries 
in the Global South.

undp provisional programme expenditure distributions, 2009*

undp in action
DELIVERING ON COMMITMENTS

Poverty reduction and  
MDG achievement
$1,175.1

Crisis prevention 
and recovery
$610.6

Environment 
and sustainable 
development
$505.2

Other**
$343.2

Democratic Governance
$1,473.9

Africa
$911.9

Asia and the Pacific
$1,112.3

Latin America 
and the Caribbean
$892.2

Other**
$330.3

Arab States
$523.7

Europe and  
the CIS***
$337.3

* Provisional, as of 14 April 2010		
** Includes global, regional and country programme expenditure not linked to the UNDP Strategic Plan development results framework, in addition to resources for Development 
Support Services, Evaluation, Human Development Report Office, Special Unit for South-South Cooperation, Office of Development Studies, Economist Programme and special 
initiatives. Minor variations in totals due to rounding of numbers.
*** the Commonwealth of Independent States
Source: Operations Support Group/UNDP

by practice	 by region

In millions of US dollars  
$4,107 Total



  
 

Achieving the MDGs and Reducing Human Poverty	
Promoting inclusive growth, gender equality and MDG achievement	 $851,371
Fostering inclusive globalization	 $43,612
Mitigating the impact of HIV and AIDS on human development	 $246,071
Other programme activities	 $34,062
Total	 $1,175,116

Fostering Democratic Governance	
Fostering inclusive participation	 $246,302
Strengthening responsive governing institutions	 $1,086,796
Supporting national partners to implement democratic governance practices  
grounded in human rights, gender equality and anti-corruption	 $131,442
Other programme activities	 $9,382
Total	 $1,473,922

Supporting Crisis Prevention and Recovery	
Enhancing conflict and disaster risk management capabilities	 $233,684
Strengthening post-crisis governance functions	 $65,654
Restoring the foundations for development	 $293,915
Other programme activities	 $17,001
Total	 $610,254

Managing Energy and the Environment for Sustainable Development	
Mainstreaming environment and energy	 $287,493
Catalysing environmental finance	 $32,329
Promoting climate change adaptation	 $25,249
Expanding access to environmental and energy services for the poor	 $142,552
Other programme activities	 $17,598
Total	 $505,221

Sub-total programme expenditure linked to Strategic Plan  
development results framework	 $3,764,515

Other programme-related expenditure**	 $343,177

Grand Total Programme Expenditure	 $4,107,692

					   

* Provisional, as of 14 April 2010		
** Includes global, regional and country programme expenditure not linked to the UNDP Strategic Plan development results framework,  
in addition to resources for Development Support Services, Evaluation, Human Development Report Office, Special Unit for South-South  
Cooperation, Office of Development Studies, Economist Programme and special initiatives. 
Minor variations in totals due to rounding of numbers.

Source: Operations Support Group/UNDP				  

MAPPING UNDP’S 

Mexico: A programme to strengthen 
small and medium-sized businesses 
increased their access to new market 
technologies.  

	 = National MDG reports supported by UNDP

	 = Electoral support

	 = Strengthening parliaments

	 = Building back better after crisis and disaster

	 = Reduction of CO2 levels through mitigation efforts

	 = Support for adaptation to climate change

Highlights of results 
for specific UNDP programmes  
achieved in 2009

UNDP works in four practice areas, including poverty reduction  
and MDG achievement; democratic governance; crisis prevention  
and recovery; and environment and sustainable development.

UNDP Africa Sub-Regional Office for  
West and Central Africa
Point E- Boulevard de l’Est
Dakar, Sénégal
Tel: (221) 77 869 0644
Fax: (221) 77 869 0681

UNDP Regional Centre in Cairo
1191 Corniche El Nil, World Trade Centre
PO Box 982, Post Code 11599
Boulac, Cairo, Egypt  
Tel: (202) 2578 4840 - 6
Fax: (202) 2578 4847

UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok 
United Nations Service Building 
3rd floor, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200, Thailand
Tel: (66) 2288 2129 
Fax: (66) 2288 3032

UNDP Regional Service Centre  
in Colombo 
23 Independence Avenue 
Colombo 7, Sri Lanka 
Tel: (94-11) 4526 400 
Fax: (94-11) 4526 410

UNDP Pacific Centre 
c/o UNDP 
Private Mail Bag 
Suva, Fiji 
Tel: (679) 330 0399 
Fax: (679) 330 1976

UNDP Regional Centre Europe and  
the Commonwealth of Independent States
Grossinglova 35 
811 09 Bratislava, Slovak Republic 
Tel: (421-2) 59337 111
Fax: (421-2) 59337 450

UNDP Panamá Regional Centre 
Casa de las Naciones Unidas Panamá 
Clayton, Ciudad del Saber
Apartado Postal 0816-1914 z
Panamá, República de Panamá 
Tel: (507) 302 4500 
Fax: (507) 302 4602

For further information, contact your local UNDP office or:

UNDP 
Office of Communications
One United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017, USA
Tel: 1 (212) 906 5300

UNDP Washington Liaison Office 
1775 K Street, NW, Suite 420
Washington, DC 20006, USA
Tel: 1 (202) 331 9130
Fax: 1 (202) 331 9363

UNDP European Office 
Palais des Nations CH-1211 
Genève 10, Switzerland 
Tel: (41-22) 917 8542
Fax: (41-22) 917 8001

UN Office in Brussels
14 Rue Montoyer B-1000 
Bruxelles, Belgium
Tel: (32-2) 505 4620
Fax: (32-2) 505 4729

UNDP Nordic Office
Midtermolen 3 
PO Box 2530
2100 Copenhagen O, Denmark
Tel: (45-35) 46 71 50
Fax: (45-35) 46 70 95

UNDP Tokyo Office
UN House 8F
5-53-70 Jingumae 
Shibuya-ku
Tokyo 150-0001, Japan
Tel: (813) 5467 4751 
Fax: (813) 5467 4753

UNDP Regional Service Centre for  
Eastern and Southern Africa 
7 Naivasha Road Sunninghill 
PO Box X4 
Johannesburg, South Africa 2157 
Tel: (27-11) 603 5000 
Fax: (27-11) 258 8511

UNDP Programme Expenditure, 2009*
In thousands of US dollars




