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A MANUAL PREPARED FOR THE UNDP PEACE-BUILDING
PROJECT IN LEBANON

TV reporters on assignment in the Bekaa as part the Cross Community Reporting workshop.

bjectivity is a virtue in any

reporting but it is especially
important during conflict, when
emotions run high, communications
break down and officials sometimes
distort or suppress information.

An old adage says that truth is the
first casualty of war. Throughout the
ages, political and military leaders
have understood the power of
propaganda. They have used it to
justify their own decisions and acts,
to mobilise public opinion behind
them and to demonise the enemy.

Since the mid-20"  century,
however, the authorities’ willingness
and ability to control information
has become stronger, even in the
most democratic countries. Laws to

suppressterrorismareregularly used
to conceal information. Meanwhile,
governments and the military have
become very sophisticated in the
dark arts of manipulating the media
and spinning the news.

Even without propaganda, the
circumstances in which conflict
takes place make it harder to check
facts. Civilians move around less
frequently and the military restricts
the movement of reporters.
Contacts dry up between hostile
communities; even old friends stop
talking to one another. Prejudice
grows stronger, encouraging fear,
which spurs rumour. The job of a
responsible journalist becomes
more difficult as colleagues yield to
pessimism, cynicism or pressures




to conform. In recent years, some
journalists have joined together
to promote a different approach
to conflict reporting. This is
sometimes called peace journalism
but not all its advocates endorse
this expression, which can suggest
pacifism or peace activism.

Whatever you call it, it is not a set
of separate skills; it is essentially
honest, accurate, impartial and
balanced journalism. For that
reason, we prefer to use the term
objective conflict reporting.

Objectivity is an ethical choice: to
tell the truth and to do no harm.
That means always asking oneself
what might be the consequences
of reporting a piece of information,
of publishing images and of using
certain language.

The first part of this manual recalls
the requirements for objectivity: the
ABC OF ACCURACY, BALANCE
and CONTEXT.

The second part looks briefly at

Cross-Community Reporting. This
can be a valuable tool for helping
hostile communities rebuild bridges
after the fighting stops, as the
experience of Northern Ireland and
some parts of the Balkans shows.

This manual was prepared by
the AFP Foundation for the UN
Development Programme’s Peace-
Building Project in Lebanon. It
includes elements which were used
in workshops held for 24 Lebanese
print, radio and television reporters
in Beirut in November 2008 and in
July 2009.

It was largely inspired by the
work of several NGOs, notably
the Institute for War and Peace
Reporting (IWPR) in London and
the International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) in Brussels, but the
content is the sole responsibility of
the AFP Foundation.

Robert Holloway

Director, the AFP Foundation.

AFP Foundation, 13 Place de la Bourse,
75002 PARIS. Tél: (33.1) 4041.7334.

A newspaper reporter on assignment in Beirut southern suburbs during the Objective Reporting Training Workshop.




OBJECTIVE CONFLICT REPORTING

Too often, the media report
conflict in black and white terms.
They depict a clash between two
mutually exclusive camps, sparked
by a particular event and carried
out by fighters under the control of
political or religious leaders.

Conflict is very rarely that simple.
To present it in that way is
pessimistic and can in fact help
prolong the fighting.

e First, it ignores the wide range of
opinion which often exists within
the opposing sides. To report
only the antagonistic extremes is
to deny a voice to those whose
views contribute to the common
ground that is essential for
societies to emerge from conflict.

e Second, it neglects the underlying
causes of conflict and implies that
it is inevitable.

¢ Third, it ignores the civilians and
others involved in conflict.

The IWPR says journalists who
report on conflict have six core
duties. They are to:

Lebanese soldiers patrol in an armored vehicle
around a devastated refugee camp.

e Understand the conflict.

® Report it fairly.

¢ Include the background and
causes.

® Focus on the human side.

e Report peace efforts

e Recognise the media’s influence
over events in general and their
own in particular.

THE ABC OF OBJECTIVITY

ACCURACY

TRUST ONLY YOUR OWN EYES
Your eyes are always your best
source. A good journalist never
takes anything on trust but is
always sceptical. Report nothing as
fact unless you know it to be true.

This is rarely a question of black
and white.

e Using your own eyes enables you
to catch essential details.

A Lebanese reporter telephoned

his editor to say that, after two




weeks, a militia had removed a road
block on a bridge across a river.
The editor asked if he had seen it
happen and the reporter said yes.
Later, television footage showed
that in fact the militia allowed traffic
to cross the bridge one way but not
both. The reporter told the editor he
had a source “who | trust like my
own eyes”. But he had missed a
vital detail.

CHECK AND DOUBLE CHECK

THE FACTS

e |f you cannot confirm a piece of
information, say so:

> “An interior ministry spokesman
said nine people died in the
explosion, but this could not
immediately be confirmed.”

e When facts seem to contradict
each other, tell your reader. Do
not try to force facts into a neat
pattern.

e REMEMBER: it is normal for
casualty figures to fall as well as
rise during conflict:

> Communications break down.

> People go missing and are
assumed dead, but are later found
alive.

» Sources sometimes exaggerate
casualties before revising their
estimates.

e Never assume anything to be
true.

DO NOT JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS
During the war in Georgia in 2008,
a photographer working for an
international wire agency saw
half a dozen Russian tanks drive
out of Gori, a small town in the
secessionist province of Abkhazia,

on the road towards Thblisi, the
Georgian capital. Soldiers sitting
on top of the tanks waved and
shouted “Tblisi”.

The photographer telephoned the
information to his news desk, where
a sub-editor filed a despatch which
began “Russian tanks were seen
advancing on Tblisi on Monday.”

This implied that the Russians
were moving armour towards the
Georgian capital. Hours later, the
Russian foreign ministry in Moscow
denied the story.

Indeed, the tanks had turned off
the road into a field after about

half a kilometre and stopped.
The photographer had accurately
described what he saw but the desk
editor should have used different
language to report it.

The mistake was innocent. The sub-
editor did not hype the story with
exaggerated language or additional,
unsubstantiated details.He simply
tried to “sell” it — and many others




would have done the same, using
exactly the same words. It would
have been far worse if the story
had suggested that the Russian
army was preparing to attack
Thblisi, but some photographers and
desk editors would have assumed
that. The moral is: never jump to
conclusions.

CHECK AND CROSS CHECK THE
PROVIDED SOURCES

Official sources are not necessarily
the most reliable. Journalists tend to
quote them first because they give
“authority” to a story, but officials
— particularly in government or the
military — always have an interest
in giving one version of events.
It is sometimes in their interest to
distort the truth, or even to lie.

This is true, not only in conflict
situations but also after a natural
disaster strikes. There are various
reasons why officials may try to
play down the extent of the damage
and casualties. They might want to
avoid appearing ill-prepared for the
disaster or incompetent in reacting

“The temptation to
inflate casualty figures
is all the greater in
times of conflict, of
course, because the
higher the toll, the
greater the blame that
can be heaped on the
enemy.”

to it. Alternatively, they might fear
being accused of alarmism or
generating public panic. Some
might want to keep the disaster to
manageable proportions so they
can remain in charge and not have
to rely on outside help. But there
might also be reasons why an
official would deliberately inflate a
casualty toll.

After Hurricane Katrina hit New
Orleans in August 2005, some local
officials said hundreds of people
had been robbed or raped in a
sports stadium where they were
sheltering. The claim was hugely
exaggerated and might have been
designed to spur the US federal
government to increase its help.

The temptation to inflate casualty
figures is all the greater in times
of conflict, of course, because
the higher the toll, the greater
the blame that can be heaped on
the enemy. There are countless
examples of exaggerated casualty
figures in coverage of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. But one of the
most dramatic examples occurred
in Romania in December 1989
during the insurgency that toppled
the communist dictatorship of
Nicolae Ceausescu.

Opposition leaders claimed that
up to 60,000 people had been
killed in five days of fighting with
government security forces in
Timisoara, a city close to the
borders with Hungary and what
was then Yugoslavia. A Yugoslav
news agency reported the claim,




which was for a short time quoted
in some Western media. Some
historians now believe that the
casualty figures were deliberately
exaggerated in an attempt to
keep the conflict going and boost
support for the revolution. The
government which later took
power in Romania released figures
showing that, during the uprising,
a total of 1,104 people died in the
country as whole.

QUESTION A SOURCE’S MOTIVES
Scepticism is a virtue in journalists.
It is always wise to ask yourself,
why does this source want me to
report what he is saying?

Journalists often assume that
foreign diplomats and military
observers who are not involved in a
conflict must be objective. But such
outsiders are rarely disinterested
and sometimes have a line to
push.

“Acommonprobleminourreporting
of the war in Bosnia was too great
credulity when talking to or quoting

Western military sources” - a
British war correspondent. Never
take an official communiqué at the
face value. Ask yourself why the
authorities or the military want you
to believe the message it contains.
Contact a spokesman: discussing
a statement often brings to light
its contradictions. Always seek
independent confirmation of what
it contains.

BEWARE OF MILITARY LANGUAGE

Military euphemisms disguise the

truth. Never use an expression

such as “friendly fire” except in

quotes, and even then explain that

it means “killed by your own side”.

Other examples:

» Collateral damage:
deaths or injuries.

» Tactical withdrawal: retreat.

» Surgical strike: attack which
managed to hit only the target.

> Mopping up operations: Kkilling
or capturing the survivors of a
defeated force.

> Liberating force: occupying army.

unintended

Beware also of military jargon. It

TV Reporters on assignment in the Bekaa as part of the Cross Community Reporting workshop media training.




can be flattering to be spoken to
in technical language: you feel part
of an expert club and that you are
being taken seriously. This is when
you are potentially most gullible.
Never use technical jargon unless
you are certain of the meaning.
Remember that the most articulate
sources are not necessarily the
most reliable. And always respect
the golden rule of sourcing: cross
check with other sources. To use a
medical metaphor: you should get
a second opinion.

BEWARE OF MANIPULATION

Propaganda is a powerful weapon
and in wartime it is common for
government and military officials to
use it. Simple propaganda consists
of spreading lies about your
adversary; this might be crude, but
it can be surprisingly effective. But
propaganda is usually more subtle.

Officials might appeal to a
journalist’s sense of patriotism. In
some cases, they hardly need to
so. As the IFJ noted in The Ethical
Journalism Initiative  (published
in 2008): in the second Gulf war,
“some Western media channels
abandonedallpretenceatobjectivity
and became cheerleaders for the
American forces and their allies.”
But even reporters who resist the
call to jingoism can find themselves
subtly drawn into taking a biased
position.

The authorities can also control
information by appealing to the
media to cooperate and in effect
impose self-censorship. The British

government did exactly that in 2007
when Prince Harry, a grandson of
Queen Elizabeth then serving in the
army, was sent to Afghanistan on
a tour of active service. Officials
urged the media not to publish the
information, on the grounds that it
would increase the danger to the
prince. In return, the media were
offered privileged access to the
prince and his regiment.

The British media complied with
the government’s request and were
allowed to film Prince Harry in action
and to interview him in Afghanistan
for publication after he had returned
home. The films and interviews
boosted the army’s image while the
media were praised for responsible
behaviour. Some critics described
the media’s decision, however, as
collusion in propaganda.

Lebanese girl lights candle at the site of bomb explosion.




EMBEDDING

“There is too great a tendency
among journalists of all nationalities
to believe too readily what people
from ‘our side’ tell us.” — a British
war correspondent. That tendency
is reinforced by the practice
of “embedding”, where the

armed forces allow journalists to
accompany and work alongside
military units, often sharing their
billets and transport. Embedding
has been around for decades:

Lebanese soldiers secure a blocked street in Beirut
(AFP)
reporters and photographers were
present at the D-Day landings which
began the liberation of France from
the Nazi occupation in June 1944,
They braved gun and shellfire and

some died doing their job. Many
war correspondents would say that
without embedding it would be
impossible to cover a war.

But by the time US and British

forces invaded Iraq in March 2003,
the military had become experts at
manipulating the media. Ostensibly
designed to ensure the physical
protection of hundreds of journalists
covering the war, the arrangement
also enabled the military to tightly
control what they saw. Embedding
is subtler and more effective than
old-style censorship, when a
reporter had to submit his or her
copy to an army officer for scrutiny
before being allowed to file it. It is
a more sophisticated arrangement
than that which occurred during
the 1982 Falklands war, when
British journalists were confined
to warships in the South Atlantic
and unable to report first-hand the
operations to recapture the islands
from Argentine forces.

Not only does the embedded
journalist have the illusion of being
able to report conflict at first hand,
close contact with the soldiers
creates a kind of camaraderie
that can influence the reporter’s
thinking. A journalist who is able
to accompany soldiers on their
missions — dressed in protective
clothing and riding in armoured
vehicles like them - is liable to end
up seeing the military as “us” and
the Iragis as “them”. Embedding
also enables the military to filter and
spin information and hand it out to
reporters at the military’s time of
choosing.

Whether embedded or not, a
journalist should always question
the military’s reasons. If soldiers
stop you from going somewhere,




do not assume that it is for your own
safety. And if they tell you that is
the reason, do not unquestioningly
accept it. Ask what they want to
prevent you from seeing and why.
An AFP war correspondent recalled:

“I remember in Bosnia facing
pressure from Serbs to report their
claims of Serb deaths from shelling
by the Bosnian forces — despite the
fact that they never showed us any
bodies, or any shell holes or such
like. They stopped us, in fact, from
going and looking round where
they said this happened. They
wanted us to print this as fact or
even just to report their claim (when
many people would say ‘no smoke
without fire) while not allowing us to
investigate.

They said the fact that we reported
Muslim claims was proof we were
biased. The difference, of course,
was that the Muslims did allow us
to see what they claimed, let us
wander pretty much as we chose
and we saw the dead, the dying and
the many shell holes in and around
Sarajevo, Tuzla and the like.

PROTECT YOURSELF

The job of a journalist is made more
difficult if he or she is in physical
danger. A good war correspondent
will make sure that he or she has
the best possible protection that is
compatible with being able to free
and honestly report the facts. This
should include a course in hostile
environment training; at the very
least, reporters and photographers
should have a basic first aid
knowledge. There is not enough
space in this manual to give an
exhaustive list of the precautions
which a journalist should take, but
the following excerpt from AFP’s
internal handbook gives an idea of
some of them.

¢ Never do anything to be confused
with a combatant.

> Avoid wearing military-style garb.

>Do not carry military maps or
equipment.

> Do not ride in vehicles or borrow
bullet-proof vests belonging to
one of the factions.

> Above all: NEVER CARRY A
GUN.

e Do not travel without permission;
do not travel alone and avoid
travelling at night.

e Stay away from front lines; if you
follow troops, do so at a distance
and retreat when they retreat.

e |f you are taken prisoner or
hostage:

>Do  not

resist having your

belongings taken from you.

»Try to speak to the person in
charge.

> Keep your sense of humanity and
dignity; exercise regularly.




» Try to stay calm and not to lose
your sense of time.

Protection is not just physical,
however. Not enough journalists
know that they have special
protection under an additional
protocol to the Geneva Conventions,
which were originally designed to
regulate the humane treatment of
captured combatants, prisoners of
war and civilians in occupied zones.
The 1997 protocol allows reporters
greater autonomy than other non-
combatant civilians. They can only
be detained for “imperative reasons
of safety”, for instance, and have
the right not to answer questions.
Journalists must not be treated as
spies.

BE SCEPTICAL ABOUT THE
CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Life is full of accidents: floods,
storms and earthquakes make
the news and we accept them as
unfortunate but inevitable. Many
other events are due to human
ignorance, carelessness, vanity or
plain stupidity. But some people

cannot accept this. They believe
that such events must have been
planned and the more dramatic the
circumstances, the more likely the
conspiracy.

Ten years after Princess Diana died
in a car crash in Paris on August
31, 1997, opinion polls indicated
that at least one-fifth of British
people believed that she had been
murdered. Dozens of reporters and
photographers witnessed Diana’s
last hours. She dined at the Ritz
with her boyfriend, Dodi El-Fayed.
They made a last-minute decision
not to stay at the hotel and left in a
different car from the one in which
they had arrived. The car crossed
the city at speeds of up to 100
kilometres an hour (twice the legal
speed limit) and crashed into a
concrete pillar in a tunnel under a
bridge. Diana, Dodi and the driver,
Henri Paul, were not wearing seat
belts — unlike the bodyguard, who
survived. These are all documented
facts and are difficult to reconcile
with the claim that the couple were
murdered.

Journalists and Palestinian protestors run for cover after the explosion of a hand grenade.




A journalist’s job is to report facts
- information that she or he has
checked and knows to be true. This
isnot always easy. Facts sometimes
appear to contradict other facts.
Sources are not always reliable and
the facts must be double-checked.
It is frustrating for a reporter to
admit that he or she does not have
all the information necessary to
make sense of a story.

But our goal should always be to
report only what we know to be
true, and not to speculate about
hidden reasons
for events.

Conspiracy

theorists are  anti-democratic.
They are — perhaps unconsciously
- propaganda  agents  for
governments which want to restrict
press freedom. Repressive regimes
love conspiracy theories. As long as
people believe that the world is run
(for example) by the CIA, they will be
less ready to criticise their rulers for
policy failures and mismanagement.
Conspiracy theorists are also anti-
development. They encourage the
belief that poverty and disease
are caused by mysterious and
malevolent forces, rather than by
bad governance, corruption and
incompetence.

BALANCE

Journalists have a duty to report
conflict fairly. This means more than
giving a voice to “both sides”. Wars
are rarely that simple. Even when
there are only two hostile camps
— as for example in the 1998-2000

war between Ethiopia and Eritrea —
there are usually shades of opinion
on each side. To depict the conflict
in black-and-white terms is not only
dishonest; it might also help prolong
it, by hardening the combatants’
positions and undermining the
efforts of mediators seeking a
negotiated peace.

EXPLAIN THE COMPLEXITY OF

THE CONFLICT

Conflict is rarely between two

mutually exclusive camps. The

so-called “troubles” in Northern
Ireland (another

“CONSPIRACY THEORISTS ecuphemism)
ARE ANTI-DEMOCRATIC.”

were for many
yearspresented
as a clash between Catholics who
wanted to attach the province to the
Republic of Ireland and Protestants
who were determined that it should
remain part of the United Kingdom.
Both sides were seen as supporting
violence to pursue their aims.

This simplistic account pushed the
British and Irish governments into
defending entrenched positions.

The reality was far more complex.
Many people on both sides opposed
violence and many had political
opinions that fell between the
extremes. When the media began
to give them a voice, they were able
to suggest alternative approaches
to the crisis. This in turn allowed the
governments in London and Dublin
to search for new solutions and in
1998 an agreement was signed that
madeapower-sharingadministration
possible in Northern Ireland.




REJECT STEREOTYPES

An AFP correspondent who covered
the end of the war in Bosnia in
1995 recalled travelling to the small,
impoverished Serb - controlled village
of Bratunac to interview Serbs who
had fled Sarajevo when it was returned
to Bosnian government control.

“One after the other said that if
they had stayed, they would not
have been able to live as Orthodox
Serbs, the women would have had
to wear the burka, the men could
not drink etc.

“Not true, | said. | was myself based
in Bosnian-controlled Tuzla, and
often worked in Sarajevo etc. The
previous night | had been drinking
and dancing in a nightclub in Tuzla
Bosnian Serb, Croat and Muslim
friends. And the women were
definitely not wearing burkas.

“But they said this was nonsense.
They had seen it all on Bosnian
Serb TV and they knew what it was
really like.” We are all individuals.
Not all Muslims refuse alcohol. Not
all Chinese are Communists. Not all
Israelis are Zionists.

USE NEUTRAL LANGUAGE

The international wire agencies and
broadcastersincluding AFP, Reuters,
AP and the BBC have removed the
word “terrorist” from their lexicon
because its use implies taking sides
in conflict and undermines their
credibility. Other words do the same,
such as “rebel”, “secessionist”,
“resistance” and “martyr”.

Objective reporting means more
than not taking sides, however.
It also means refraining from
inflammatory language that could
contribute to tensions, even
provoke acts of violence.

It especially means rejecting hate
speech, xenophobic or racist
remarks, and lies. This is not always
a simple matter.

Ajournalistwhoreportsthe activities
of extremist groups or hard-line
political and religious spokesmen
sometimes has to tread a fine
line between accurately reporting
what is said and giving publicity to
inflammatory statements.

To quote the Ethical Journalism
Initiative,  published by the
International Federation of

Journalists, “no journalist should
ever doubt the capacity of the
media to do a great harm when it
is under the control of the fanatical
and ruthless forces.”




If the prime minister of a divided
country describes an ethnic
minority as “rats and cockroaches”,
it is newsworthy because he is the
head of government; the public
has a right to know that he has
expressed that view. But it might
be unnecessary and provocative to
quote the same words coming from
someone else.Ask yourself: what
is the impact of these words? Is it
necessary to quote them?

RESIST THE “SLIDE BACK INTO
CIVIL WAR”

The end of hostilities is usually
a messy business, especially in
civil war. Countries do not switch
from war to a state of peace in a
day. The recent history of Northern
Ireland - leading up to and since
the Good Friday Agreement of
1998 - shows that peace-building
is often a series of small, tentative
steps forward, punctuated by

steps backward, in an atmosphere

of apprehension, mistrust and
disappointment. This is a difficult
time for journalists who are used to
reporting action.It can be boring to
write about negotiations between
former adversaries, especially if the
talks seem to be going nowhere fast
and if editors want to give space
to other stories. It is tempting, but
irresponsible, to seize upon any
setback as evidence of a slide back
into civil war.

A former AFP bureau chief in Lagos
recalls “in February 2000, resisting
pressure to use a line that (other
agencies) were all using about
Nigeria being ‘on the verge of a
new civil war’ after considerable
violence in the town of Kaduna.
This was a line that was easy to
sell to news editors back in London
or New York, but which nobody
serious who | could find in Nigeria
believed to be even remotely true.
It was not true. There was no civil

Hands-on training at the Cross Community Reporting workshop.




war in 2000. Exaggerating the
risk of such an eventuality was
irresponsible because it could lead
to pre-emptive action or violence.”

CONTEXT

Responsible  conflict  reporting
also entails putting the story into
context, to enable the reader,
listener or viewer to fully understand
its complexity. Context includes
the historical and legal background
to the conflict.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

This is not as simple as it might
seem, especially in a country
like Lebanon, where there is no
agreement on a national historical
narrative. When historical facts
are in dispute, point this out to the
reader, listener or viewer. Recall
the different versions. Speak to as
many people as possible. Point out
contradictions.

THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK

For almost as long as they have
been fighting, men have tried
to regulate war and the ways
in which it is waged. Earliest
civilisations held certain practices
to be unacceptable.They included
poisoning water sources and using
defenceless non-combatants
— especially women and small
children — as hostages or human
shields.

Injunctions against such practices
probably were based at least in
part on calculations of self-interest
(I will refrain from fouling your wells
if you do not pollute mine) but that

does not lessen their moral force or
the strength of the emotions they
generate. From the mid-19t" century
on, many of these rules have been
codified into international law.
The best-known examples - the
Geneva Conventions - impose
duties on armies including the
humane treatment of prisoners of
war, of wounded or ship-wrecked
enemy soldiers, and the protection
of civilians in occupied territories.

“Reporters and
photographers

should be aware of
the legal obligations,
and sl%ould report
violations.”

Reporters and photographers
should be aware of the legal
obligations of the parties to any
conflict they cover and should
report violations. A journalist might
write an accurate, balanced story
about the deliberate destruction
of a church or a mosque, but it will
have an extra dimension if he or she
adds that it breached the articles
of the Geneva Conventions on the
protection of cultural heritage. And
it could lead to an investigation
into whether the act was part of a
systematic policy.

LEGAL LANGUAGE
To report violations of the law you
have to use legal language. The




gravest offences in this context
are genocide, war crimes and
crimes against humanity, and the
United Nations has set up special
courts to try them. But while the
crimes are precisely defined, the
words (especially genocide) are
often used loosely — sometimes by
people seizing the strongest terms
to express their emotions and
sometimes deliberately to mislead.

Reporters should never use a word
unless they are sure of its meaning
and also certain that it is justified in
the context.

Unfortunately, some of the
journalists think it is okay to quote
people who make exaggerated or
unproven claims, provided they are
quoted accurately.

An AFP correspondent drew
attention to the danger in this.
“Someone | interviewed in Nigeria
referred to some civil unrestin which
21 people had died in an isolated
incident and called it ‘a genocide’
of his people. | foolishly kept the

quote in the body of the story and
a sub-editor unpardonably put it in
the headline. It made a sexy, but
totally misleading, headline, that
if read out on radio (our copy was
sometimes read out verbatim on
radio) could have sparked ‘revenge’
violence.”

CONCEPT OF A JUST WAR

Not every use of force is legally
or morally equivalent. The United
Nations Charter, for instance,
recognises the right of states
to military self-defence. It also
gives the UN Security Council the
authority to back its decisions with
the threat of military force when
necessary.

Journalists should learn how to
assess the claims made by parties
to a conflict and to decide when
force is legitimate.

Political and military leaders often
justify war on grounds of protecting
civilian populations, righting a

wrong or averting atrocity. Such
claims can be gauged against the

Young Palestinians throw stones at Israeli soldiers during clashes in a village.




principles of a just war, dating from
Aristotle.

> Last resort: force may be used only
when all non-violent alternatives
have been exhausted.

> Legitimate authority: only duly
constituted public authorities may
wage war.

> Redress: war can be justified only
by a wrong suffered, such as self-
defence against attack.

> Reasonable chance of success:
death and injury may not be

inflicted in a hopeless cause.
> Proportionality: force used must be
proportional to the wrong suffered.
> Discrimination between combatants
and non-combatants; civilians are

never a permissible target.

> Peaceful outcome: the ultimate
goal must be to re-establish
peace.

Not everyone would subscribe to
the second of these principles.
Governments, especially in the 20%
century, have targeted civilians
in enemy states and some have
used military force to repress
their own citizens. But while many
people would allow that war can
be legitimately waged to overthrow
tyranny, they would probably also
say that liberation movements need
to be “duly constituted” in some
sense, so that their motives, aims
and methods can be assessed.










does it bother them that they cannot
easily travel by bus from A to B? Do
they blame the bus companies or
the other community?

SPORTS

Football matches in Lebanon are
played without spectators because
rival supporters cannot be trusted
not to fight. Interview the players:
how does it affect their morale to
play in empty stadiums? What
is the atmosphere like in the
dressing rooms? Do opposing
teams get along with each other?
Do they respect each other on the
field? What do they think about
organisations such as Generations
for Peace in Jordan, which try to
use sport to break down barriers
between hostile parties? Interview
the coaches and managers.
Would their teams perform better
if communal tensions were lower?
Could the manager of a team in
a Christian area imagine hiring a
Shiite player, and vice-versa?

TOURISM

Interview tour operators and hotel
managers. How does communal
hostility affect the tourist trade?
Could there be more domestic
tourism (maybe unlikely in a small
country with so many extended
families)? Do hotels employ staff
from different communities?

Interview restaurant owners: do
residents of east Beirut often dine
in west Beirut and vice-versa? Do
the restaurant owners wish the
situation were different? How could
it change?

CULTURE

Speak to the artists who have tried
to bridge the cultural divide between
communities in Lebanon. What
difficulties have they encountered?
Interview the curator of the national
museum. How have different
communities helped to rebuild and
restock it? Do they have particular
agendas?

ENVIRONMENT

Like other countries, Lebanon
faces environmental problems: raw
sewage is pumped into the sea;
forests are disappearing. Interview
fishermen and farmers about the
difficulty in tackling environmental
ills without inter-communal action.

COST OF LIVING

How does the lack of inter-
communal cooperation add to the
cost of fuel, electricity, food?
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CROSS-COMMUNITY REPORTING

Propaganda is an important factor
in war; information can be used to
divide people who have lived side-
by-side for generations. Cross-
community reporting seeks to
bridge the divide, by establishing
contacts and building confidence.

At its simplest, a cross-community
approach means promoting
dialogue, persuading people to
try to see others’ points of view.
For example, a newspaper might
publish the opinions of hostile
groups on the same page; it could
also re-print editorials from media
speaking for “the other side”.

More complex is to get journalists
from rival, even mutually hostile,
communities to work together.
Mixed reports can go a long
way towards enabling each side
to understand how the other is
suffering and to share its fears
and hopes. This requires careful
editorial preparation; participating
reporters need to be taught how to
use sensitive, moderate language
and to avoid stereotyping and
emotionalism.

In July 2009, the AFP Foundation
organised a workshop on cross-
community reporting for the
UNDP Peace-Building Project in
Lebanon.

Journalists from the country’s

different political and confessional
backgrounds worked together in

groups of four or five to report on
the ways in which inter-community
strife impacts on the lives of the
ordinary citizens.

They were asked to base their
reports on joint interviews with
people in different communities.
This was meant to help break down
barriers between the reporters
themselves and between them
and residents of potentially hostile

“Journalists

taking part in the
AFP Foundation
workshop were told
to avoid stereotypes
and simplistic
explanations,
emotional language
and images, “us and
them” clichés and
cynical descriptions
and analyses.’

districts. It was also designed to
show that many Lebanese citizens
share the same problems, and that
this could unite, rather than divide,
them.

A good example was the increasing
scarcity of fish in Lebanon’s coastal




waters, caused in part by the fact
that in most parts of the country
raw sewage is dumped directly into
the sea. The disposal of solid waste
is one of the few problems on
which Lebanon has failed to make
reasonable progress as it strives to
meet the Millennium Development
Goals adopted by the United
Nations in 2000. With fish catches
falling, the government attempted
to impose quotas and even to
prevent fishermen from going to
sea at certain times - policies
which met with varying degrees
of success in a country where the
central government’s authority is
limited.

Pollution of the seas is a
problem which affects all coastal
communities, and it is a problem
which can only be tackled if all
communities cooperate. If one town
continues to dump raw sewage into
the sea after all others have agreed
to stop doing so, everyone suffers.
A cross-community approach to
that story would involve visiting
several coastal communities with
different confessional compositions:
Maronite, Sunni and Shiite, for

example. Reporters would interview
fishermen, restaurant  owners,
housewives, local officials and
anyone else with a stake in the
story.

Journalists taking part in the AFP

Foundation workshop were told to

avoid stereotypes and simplistic

explanations, emotional language

and images, “us and them”

clichés and cynical descriptions

and analyses. Instead, they were

encouraged to:

¢ Rely on their own eyes and ears
to report.

e Accentuate the human dimension
of their stories.

e Emphasise  positive, bridge-
building approaches to problem-
solving.

The overall theme of the reports
was the impact of inter-community
hostility on daily life in Lebanon
and in particular on the way it
obstructs the provision of services
and organisation of events that are
taken for granted in other countries.
The reports relied on interviews with
ordinary civilians and accentuated
the human side of the stories.

REPORTING THEMES

The following themes were
suggested with Lebanonspecifically
in mind, but might be applied to
other countries.

TRANSPORT
Interview the managers of bus
companies operating in different

suburbs of Beirut. Do their bus
routes avoid certain areas? Do
they employ drivers from different
communities? Do different bus
companies cooperate? How could
public transport be improved?
Similar questions could be put to
taxi drivers. Interview passengers:






















