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OVERVIEW OF MISSION 

Date:     10th -20th February, 2015 

Communities Visited: Sandcreek, Potarinau and Moco Moco (Region 9) 

Team Members: 

 Ms. Yolanda Ward   – Information and Communications Officer, UNDP 

 Ms. Yvonne Pearson   – Advisor to the Minister, MOAA 

 Ms. Anna Correia   – ALT Project Manager 

 Mr. Sampson Periera   – GLSC Representative 

 Mr. Michael Abraham  – GGMC Representative  

 Mr. Bryan Benjamin   – Driver, MOAA 

SANDCREEK VISIT   

The team arrived in Sandcreek on February 10, 2015 and met briefly with the Village Council to discuss and finalize 

the arrangements for the meetings and field visit. The Toashao expained that he received communication from the 

Ministry of Amerindian Affairs (MOAA) that the visit was scheduled for the week of February 17, 2015, therefore 

this earlier visit may result in poor attendance at the meeting since many of the residents are at their farms or attending 

to other personal business and would return in time for the 17th.  He gave assurance that he would try to mobilize as 

much people as possible to attend the meeting the following morning. The meeting commenced at 9:00hrs on February 

11, 2015 at the Sandcreek Learning Resource Centre with approximately  sixty-eight (68) residents in attendance. 

Ms. Yvonne Pearson, Advisor to the Minister of Amerindian Affairs headed the investigation team. She introduced 

the visiting team and explained the purpose of the visit. She then invited Ms. Anna Correia, ALT Project Manager to 

provide a brief overview of the project. Ms. Correia explained how the project came about and the funding source. 

The UNDP representative, Ms. Yolanda Ward was also invited to make some brief remarks. She explained UNDP’s 

role in the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of participants at the community meeting in Sandcreek 
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Sandcreek is a titled community and has requested an extension for land. Ms. Pearson asked the Community 

Development Officer (CDO) to read the description for the extension that was submitted to the MOAA. After the 

description was read, Ms. Pearson invited the residents to have a look at the map and provided the opportunity for 

discussion.  

It was at that point, some residents indicated that the description was not correct and there are a few slight adjustments 

to be made. It was pointed out that Shulinab (neighbouring community) extension was overlapping with Sandcreek 

extension but after a meeting in 2013 with Shulinab Village Council, the changes were made and the respective 

descriptions rectified. 

Ms. Pearson then suggested that a small group meet after the meeting to work with the representative from the Guyana 

Lands and Survey Commission to rewrite the description. She informed the residents that a team who is knowledgeable 

about the area will accompany the visiting team the next day (12th February, 2015) to conduct field visits to take 

coordinates, etc. 

The team departed Sandcreek for Potarinau on February 13, 2015. 

POTARINAU VISIT   

The team arrived in Potarinau on February 13, 2015 and hosted a meeting with the Village Council at 10:00 hrs. 

Councillors from the satellite communities (Baitoon, Katuur, and Shiriri) were also present. Ms. Pearson introduced 

the team and asked the ALT Project Manager and the UNDP representative to deliver some brief remarks. 

The community meeting was set for 13:00 hrs the said day. However, upon arrival at the community benab for the 

meeting, the team realized only a few persons were present from Potarinau and no residents from the satellite 

communities were present. A decision was then made to hold a short meeting and schedule a larger meeting for Sunday, 

February 15, 2015 and have residents from the other communities attend. 

Meanwhile the field visits were conducted on Saturday, February 14, 2015 to Baitoon, Katuur, and Shiriri. During 

those visits, the following was noted: 

 The extension requested is bigger than the titled land. 

 Shiriri is not part of Potarinau titled land but it is in the extension. 

 Shiriri is larger than the titled village and is no longer interested in being part of the Potarinau Village because 

they want to look at their own community development needs. However, it was explained by the Toashao 

that Shiriri does not meet the population requirements to become a titled community. Hence, the present 

structure. 

 There are three families that are part of the Shiriri community but where they live is not included in the 

extension and they would like to be included. The coordinates of the area were taken by the GL&SC. 

 In the extension, there are two private Ranchers. 

 A Rancher living in Baitoon for approximately 25 years explained that even though the land he occupies is 

included in the extension, he does not wish for it to be included. The Rancher explained that he made several 

attempts to secure a lease but the Guyana Lands and Survey office in Lethem always misplaces his documents. 

He provided copies of the said documents to Ms. Pearson.  

The full community meeting was held on Sunday, February 15, 2015 with over 100 residents representing all the 

communities in attendance.  At that meeting Shiriri withdrew the call not to be included in the extension and insisted 
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that the three families be included in the description. As such, Ms. Pearson requested a small team work with the 

GL&SC representative to rewrite the description. 

The team departed Potarinau for Lethem on February 15, 2015 in the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants at the community meeting in Potarinau on Sunday, February 15, 2015 

MOCO MOCO VISIT   

The Moco Moco visit was scheduled to commence from Wednesday, February 18, 2015. However, the team 

completed its work in the previously visited communities two days earlier and tried to commence work in the 

community from Monday, February 16, 2015. However, the Toshao recommended that the dates remain as is since 

most people work out of the community and will return in time for the community meeting, which was scheduled for 

Wednesday, February 18, 2015. He advised that the meeting with the Village Councillors can be held at 19:00hrs on 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015. The team agreed and the meeting was held. 

The community meeting was held on Wednesday, February 18, 2015. At that meeting, it was pointed out that St. 

Ignatius is claiming part of the land which the community is requesting for extension. The residents explained that the 

land is state owned and for many years they are engaged in farming there. Hence, the application for it to be included 

in the extension. Notable is the fact that St. Ignatius has not yet applied for an extension. 

The field visit was conducted on Thursday, February 19, 2015 and all the coordinates were taken by the GL&SC 

representative. 
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KEY OBSERVATIONS   

 The Guyana Lands and Survey and Guyana Geology and Mines Commission left Georgetown without being 

informed about the new DSA arrangements. They both expressed their disappointment and explained that 

they believe such information should have been communicated before departure. 

 

 A request was made by the ALT project manager for her to sign a receipt for meals she purchased. 

 

 The use of “political language” such as: 

o “I am not here to request your vote, but when I return in a few weeks, I will be asking for your support. The 

Government is committed to giving Amerindians land.” 

 

 Excessive over budgeting. A copy of the financial report is submitted along with this report. 

CONCLUSION   

The mission was a success since all the tasks set out to be executed were accomplished. The team departed Lethem 

for Georgetown at 15:00 hrs on February 20, 2015.  

 

 


