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	Description 
The Legal Sector Master Plan aims to strengthen the rule of law in Lao PDR. This is seen as crucial for the country to achieve the proposed Millennium Development Goals and graduate from Least Developed Country status by 2020. The "Master Plan for Law Development to 2020,” officially adopted by the Government of Lao PDR on 11 September 2009, lays out a comprehensive sectoral reform agenda to support the country on its way of becoming a state fully governed by the rule of law. 

The current Project (which is closing in December 2012) is aimed to help set up the LSMP programme, and put all the coordination mechanisms in place for the next phase. Until the end of September 2009, UNDP provided support through an Initiation Plan which facilitated the formulation of a sector-wide approach programme in support of the implementation of key legal reforms over a period of four years. The formulation mission drafted a proposal highlighting the possible modalities and mechanisms suitable for the implementation the Plan and also identified critical areas in need of immediate support to ‘kick-start’ a concerted effort in support of the implementation of the Master Plan. The implementation of the full-fledge Programme is expected to commence towards January 2013. 
Following the end of the Initiation Plan, a continued preparatory assistance for the programme of support has been provided by means of Annual Work Plans covering the period from 2009 until 2012. During this transitory phase, partners are assisted in particular in setting up of a national coordination mechanism and in revising their action plans and priorities.  
	Duration

Initiation Plan: October 2008 - September 2009  (1 year)
LSMP Transitory Phase: October 2009 – Dec 2012


	
	Location

Vientiane Capital City



	
	Budget

Total: USD 515,000
2012 budget: USD 250,000


	
	Partners

Implementing Partner: Ministry of Justice

Other Partners: Supreme People’s Court, Office of Supreme People’s Prosecutor, Ministry of Public Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UNDP

Contributing donor(s)

UNDP

Delivery

Oct 2009 – Jul 2012: USD 305,620.75
Funding Shortfall

none

	
	

	Main Objectives and Activities in  2012
· Improve LSMP Management structures and coordination in the legal and judicial sector (regular meetings + meetings among 4 core agencies, establishment of a well-defined LSMP Project Board)

· Finalize EU/UNDP support program

· Make implementation more visible and improve people’s access to legal and LSMP information (create promotional materials, develop content of LSMP website) 

Agreement signed with Government
Web:  http://www.undplao.org/whatwedo/programmes.php 

	Key Results
· LSMP Implementation and Management Mechanism successfully established

· Programme Document in LSMP Implementation Support Programme

· Increased coordination under Legal and Institutional Oversight Sub-Sector Working Group

· Pilot activities: support to the ongoing local justice reform; initiated the publication of the Supreme Court’s judgments
· Enhanced understanding of the Legal sector Master plan among government officials, through the LSMP summary booklet (an in-house publication).

	Thematic Area
Corporate Thematic Area: Democratic Governance2007-2011 UNDAF Outcome 3: By 2011, strengthened capacities of public and private institutions to fulfill their duties and greater people’s participation in governance and advocacy for the promotion of Human Rights in conformity with the Millennium Declaration

2012- 20115 UNDAF Outcome 2: By 2015, the poor and vulnerable benefit from the improved delivery of public services, an effective protection of their rights and greater participation in transparent decision making.

UNDP Country Programme Action Plan Outcome 7: Increased and more equitable access to justice and strengthened rule of law


	Millennium Development Goal

MDGs 1 - 9: as a cross-cutting issue strengthened governance and in particular the establishment of a full rule of law state is expected to contribute to the achievement of all MDGs



	Contact

UNDP Programme Officer: 
Mr. Kazuo Fukuda, Programme Analyst, Kazuo.Fukuda@undp.org, ph: 021 267 722
Ms. Sudha Gooty, Head of Governance Unit / Assistant Resident Representative, sudha.gooty@undp.org  ph: 856 (21) 267 777, direct: 267 720, 856 (20) 55555336
Ministry of Justice Focal Point:

Mr. Ketsana Pommachanh, Director General of Law Research Institute,  phketsana@yahoo.com, ph: 021 558 6450 
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