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In the Lao PDR, rice production is a main staple of the household and national economy
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The Mekong river represents a major livelihood, trade, and transportation link for the Lao PDR
which is a landlocked and least developed country
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In the Lao PDR, 80 percent of the population of 5 million live in rural areas; an estimated 39 percent live
below the national poverty line
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Providing schools in rural and remote areas will be a critical factor in the Lao PDR achieving MDG 2
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More than 42 percent of the Lao population are young people under the age of 15. Access to education
poses a big challenge to meet the demands of the MDGs
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Although the Lao PDR has one of the highest representation of women in parliament in the region,
Lao women and girls experience a general lower status of living than men
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Providing an enabling environment for women and girls, particularly ethnic groups and
communities in remote areas, remains a challenge to achieving MDG 3
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Although the Lao PDR has shown significant progress in reducing child mortality, the rate is still high
compared to neighbouring countries
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Given the current population growth rate, the  Lao population of approximately 5 million is expected to
double in 25 years, as persons under 20 years of age, who currently comprise 54 percent of the
population, enter their reproductive years
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population, enter their reproductive years
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Public awareness, understanding, acceptance, and action, are the key to preventing the Lao PDR from
becoming a high prevalence  HIV/AIDS nation
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According to a study on HIV/AIDS risk factors in the Lao PDR, factory workers,
service women, and youth are among the high risk groups
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In the Lao PDR, malaria has consistently been among the top three causes of reported morbidity and
mortality, and around 70 percent of the population live in areas where they are at risk
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While the Lao PDR is rich in natural resources, the rugged terrain makes
accessibility to rural and remote communities difficult
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Environmental management is a core issue in poverty reduction
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The ancient kingdom of Laos was known as “Lane Xang” or “Land of a Million Elephants”.
Today elephants are an important part of rural life
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