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FROM THE RESOURCE PERSON 
  

Dear Members,  

 
Greetings from the Climate Change Community!! 

   
We are delighted to present the 57th Edition of the Community Update, today. We continue to be 

overwhelmed by your continued cooperation and support.    

 
The Action Groups that is presently active is on Easy (not so easy) Solutions to Address 

Climate Change. The Compendium will include:   
o Material that is home based and easily understood and usable by people- to include 

basic details of where to get it from, cost, advantages, its impact on climate change 
etc.  

o Simple indexing 

o Already available material can be collated together.  
o Simple solutions for mass utilization to be highlighted in the compendium. 

 
The Compendium is in the process of being finalized and we will be holding a stakeholders 

consultation meeting this month.  

 
Please send us your comments and suggestions for the above action groups. The work of the 

above action groups is expected to conclude by 15th September, 2014.  
 

We look forward to hearing from you at the earliest.   
 

Thanks & best regards, 

Ramesh Kumar Jalan  
Resource Person & Moderator 

Climate Change Community,  
Solution Exchange-India 

United Nations Development Programme 

New Delhi 

 

DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  IINN  TTHHEE  SSEECCTTOORR  
 
What Green Roof Incentives and Policies are International Cities Using?   
 
The complete article can be downloaded at: http://bit.ly/1n9zJY1   

 

http://bit.ly/1n9zJY1


 
The following are four key lessons to be learnt from the four case studies presented by the 
author: 

 Research: Linz spent twenty four years researching before deciding what to do and how 

to do it. If this were to be taken as a benchmark Lensing will only start its implementation 
in about 10 years. Obtaining information such as green roof construction and 

maintenance in a local context is essential. 

 Motive: Various aspects influenced the eventual implementation of green roofs within 

these examples. However within the three more established cases at least one main 
motive can be identified. For instance Linz implemented green roofs as a way to combat 

their lack of sufficient green space after the industrial era whereas Portland utilised green 
roofs as a technology to mitigate stormwater. London’s policies are more focused on all 

of the benefits of green roofs indicating that they were more interested in climate change 
mitigation. 

 Support: The influence of supporting authorities on the urban transition is immense. 

Linz, Portland and London have the full support of the City which has enabled them to 

pursue their desired outcomes. In addition, the Lensing example has also shown that the 
support from a University could also be beneficial in this regard. 

 Variety: Linz, Portland and London all have more than one policy or incentive to 

encourage green roof implementation. This does not necessarily mean that a higher 
variety will ensure a greater number of green roofs. However, it offers more opportunities 

for the implementation thereof by various stakeholders. 

 

 
How Sustainable is a 'Sustainable Building' in Practice? 
 
The complete article can be downloaded at: http://bit.ly/1kxIrFe   
  
The first major review has been published of pioneering development One Brighton's performance 
against its challenging 2020 One Planet targets and show where it has succeeded and where it 

has failed over its sustainability targets. 

One Brighton is a development by Crest Nicholson BioRegional Quintain LLP in Brighton, the 
coastal city south of London which has set itself the goal of being a one planet city. 
  
The One Planet Brighton policy was decided on 18 April 2013 in Brighton & Hove by the local 

authority. As an evolution of BioRegional's One Planet Living philosophy the local authority 

approved a Sustainability Action Plan that would use BioRegional's methodology and embody the 
city's existing initiatives and climate change strategy, to be carried out by a wide-ranging 

partnership. 
  
In this context, BioRegional worked with developers Crest Nicholson to develop an example of 
how this might work in practice with a development called One Brighton. This contains 172 

residential units and 10,000 sq ft of office and community space on a former locomotive 

manufacturing site. The 0.39 ha parcel of land is close to Brighton train station. 
  
The development has achieved an ‘Excellent’ rating under EcoHomes, a now-defunct national 
sustainability standard assessment for new homes, and was considered to be “Zero Carbon” 

under this assessment. Construction started in 2008 and the first residents moved in during 2009. 
  
A post-occupancy assessment has now been completed to see exactly how well the development 

http://bit.ly/1kxIrFe


has performed against expectations. Was it really zero carbon? On the answers to this type of 

question hinges the performance of future buildings and developers should take note. 
  
One Brighton embodied carbon emissions. The developers are relieved to find out that One 
Brighton has significantly reduced lifetime greenhouse gas emissions, when compared to the 

average UK home, by 60%. However, its current emissions performance is not yet achieving 

design targets: its ‘as built’ lifetime CO2e emissions are 53% higher than those of the ‘as 
designed’ model. 
  
The gap is mainly because of the intermittent availability of the wood-pellet (biomass) burning 

boiler which supplies space heating and hot water. This has met approximately 30% of building’s 
heat and hot water demand, the remainder being supplied by natural gas. 
  
If BioRegional’s target of meeting nine tenths of the building’s heat demand from biomass is 
achieved, One Brighton’s overall lifecycle carbon savings would be 78% lower than the average 

UK home’s (UK per capita CO2e emissions = 9,122 kg/yr in 2011). This would be in line with 
achieving the (near) Zero Carbon target for operational emissions by 2020. 
  
One Brighton's sustainability features 
One Brighton was designed and is managed in a way to facilitate sustainable lifestyles. Design 

and management initiatives include: 
 Only a very small number of parking spaces for disabled car users and shared car club 

vehicles, encouraging low levels of car ownership and use; 
 Food-growing space on rooftop terraces, facilities for taking in deliveries of ‘veg boxes’ to 

ndividual apartments and a vegetarian café; 
 Recycling and waste disposal initiatives (including the on-site in-vessel composting system for 

green and food waste). 
  
The construction used a ‘green concrete’ frame containing blast furnace slag and an exterior wall 
made up of highly insulating clay blocks fired at low temperatures. Both features helped to reduce 

the building’s embodied carbon emissions, which came in 25% lower than for the average UK 

home. 
  
Developer Crest Nicholson BioRegional Quintain set up an energy supply company (ESCo) for One 
Brighton to purchase electricity entirely generated from renewable sources. All owners/tenants 

sign an energy supply agreement with the ESCo. All of the electricity sold by the ESCo is backed 
by UK ‘Renewable Energy Guarantee of Origin’ (REGO) certificates issued by energy industry 

regulator Ofgem. This was a main plank of the near Zero Carbon strategy for the building devised 

at the outset. 
  
One Brighton key lessons 
The results of the one-year post-occupancy study have allowed comparison with the expected 

performance over its lifetime with actual performance to a limited extent. The report is honest 

about the conclusions, which also form recommendations for other developers attempting a 
similar kind of project: 
o 67% of the buildings ‘as designed’ life cycle GHG emissions are attributed to embodied 

emissions and 33% are attributed to operational CO2e. 
o Largest embodied impacts come from concrete in the floor slab, plasterboard and recurring 

impacts associated with painting and carpets. 
o Largest operational impacts associated with energy consumption (REGO very low carbon grid 

electricity scenario) are due to gas backup for hot water and for the emissions associated 
with water supply and waste water treatment. 

o Considering the model under a standard PAS2050 scenario (using UK average grid intensity) 



than the dominant emissions from electricity use come from appliances, cooking, white 

goods, refrigeration and MVHR (mechanical ventilation with heat recovery). 
  
The impact of building materials on carbon emissions 
Pooran Desai, BioRegional ‘s cofounder who led the organisation’s involvement in One Brighton, 

said: “We’re really encouraged by the findings of this LCA, which shows the very low carbon 

fundamentals of this building are sound. But we are working to get greatly improved performance 
from the biomass boiler, to reduce operational emissions significantly and take us to our 2020 

target.” 
  
The life cycle analysis was conducted by eTool, whose director, Patrick Hermon, observed: "An 
LCA never fails to raise interesting design questions surrounding not only material selection but 

operational energy, water, transport, waste and functionality. This LCA of One Brighton is no 

exception, particularly thanks to the transparency of the developers and post occupancy 
monitoring - an important step forwards in closing the performance gap. 
  
"The LCA will also be compliant with international standard EN15978. This methodology (also 

broadly used in BREEAM LCA credit criteria) standardises the LCA process and verifies the 

environmental performance benefits claimed within the LCA given the upstream data used, the 
methodologies applied and the documentation provided. A complete EN15978 report will be 

completed very soon." 
  
It concentrates mainly on factors associated with the building itself, including materials, assembly, 
maintenance, transport of materials, operational energy use and end of life disposal. But there 

are other factors that would significantly influence the total LCA CO2e emissions of the designs, 

to which the developers should take at least some responsibility, including: 
 Personal transport of the occupants; 
 Impacts associated with foods, goods and services (purchases made by residents, clothes 

leisure activities etc); 
 Impacts associated with occupant waste and recycling; 
 Embodied impacts of non permanent building fixtures such as furniture and appliances; 
 Embodied impacts relating to building planning and sales. 
  
The main conclusion in general terms is that developers should beware of declaring 

that a development is zero carbon, and that there continue to be difficulties in 

achieving anything like this in practice. All credit to the developers in this instance to taking 
the trouble to examine their building's performance. If only more developers were to do the 

same. 
 

 
Reactions from selected CSOs to the Outcome Document of the Open Working Group 

on the Sustainable Development Goals 

 
The complete document can be downloaded at: https://undp.unteamworks.org/node/451197 . 

 
A number of Major Groups and civil society organizations (CSOs) have released statements 

commenting on the OWG’s Outcome Document. Most reactions suggest the outcome is a 
significant step forward, while also highlighting specific concerns. Many groups expressed 

appreciation for the OWG's inclusiveness, noting that full and meaningful participation of civil 

society is being recognized as an essential aspect of the new global agenda. 
 

You can also read the International Institute for Sustainable Development’s initial analysis of civil 
society reactions here (30 July 2014), as well as the statements from the Major Groups: Business 

https://undp.unteamworks.org/node/451197
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focussdgs.html
http://post2015.iisd.org/news/civil-society-reacts-to-proposed-sdgs/
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10908business.pdf


and Industry; Children and Youth; Farmers; Indigenous Peoples and NGOs (19 July 2014). Other 

important civil society groups, such as Beyond 2015, Save the Children, Stakeholder Forum, and 
many others have not released their reactions yet. Please also read the post by Clare Gorman 

(Participate initiative) about The challenges for civil society groups engaging in the OWG process 
(8 July 2014). 

Selected reactions on the overall goals and vision include: 

 International Movement ATD Fourth World (July 2014): While ATD Fourth World 

welcomes the SDGs being more ambitious and comprehensive than the MDGs, it finds 
that “the goals could better emphasize reaching the poorest and most marginalized 

people.” “Unfortunately, political will was lacking to mainstream human rights throughout 
the document.” 

 NGO Mining Working Group (25 July 2014): “Analyzing the OWG outcome, we ask: How 

will this agenda guarantee a truly transformative shift towards development justice? From 
our standpoint, much work remains to be done throughout the post-2015 process to 

center on people’s human rights, including to affordable, acceptable, available, and 

quality water and sanitation. 
 World Vision (24 July 2014): “Taken as a whole the framework is a detailed articulation of 

an ambitious global development agenda. It should be noted however that it falls short of 

presenting a fully integrated vision to inspire the next generation of development. Some 
of the themes are also insufficiently articulated. While no framework can address 

everything, missing some elements may compromise the potential effectiveness of the 

whole framework.” The critical areas in World Vision’s opinion are “Maternal, newborn 
and child health”; “Nutrition and food security”; “Violence against children”; and “Peace.” 

 Women’s Major Group (21 July 2014): “The WMG continuously called for stronger rights-

based targets and a deeper transformation of our economic and financial systems, which 
we regret are not reflected in the Outcome Document.” “The SDGs do not fully aim to 

protect and fulfil human rights for all which should be at the centre of a socially just and 
ecologically sustainable development agenda as well as the means for achieving it.” 

 Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (23 July 2014): CAFOD believes that the 

outcome document of the OWG still needs further work to deliver “clarity, ambition and 

measurability.” “With the report including 17 goals and 169 targets, governments and 
civil society need to be careful in how we streamline goals and targets. While a global 

development framework should be a tool for prioritization, it will be a balancing act to 
ensure that the areas removed are not those that offer transformative change for those 

who need it most.” 

 Save the Children (19 July 2014): “In order to monitor the implementation of the SDGs, it 

will be important to improve the availability of and access to data and statistics 
disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, 

geographic location and other characteristics relevant in national contexts to support the 
monitoring of the implementation of the SDGs. There is a need to take urgent steps to 

improve quality, coverage and availability of disaggregated data to ensure that no one is 
left behind.” 

 Indigenous Peoples’ Major Group (n. d.): "We are not in the chapeau. We are in merely 2 

SDG targets [under Goal 2 and 4]. All other meaningful references over the course of the 

last year or more to the term “Indigenous Peoples” were a target for deletion." And “(...) 
Our experience with and invisibility within Millennium Development Goals supports this 

concern [of invisibility]. Those goals also claimed be universal. The Indigenous Peoples 
Major Group advocates for the over 370 million Indigenous Peoples worldwide and we 

insist those voices to be heard and recognized throughout this document.” 

 
Selected reactions on means of implementation include: 

 Third World Network (24 July 2014): “The ethos of the means of implementation (MOI) in 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10908business.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10923children.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10913Farmers.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10918IPMG.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10928ngos.pdf
http://www.participate2015.org/2014/07/08/informal-meets-formal-challenges-civil-society-groups-engaging-owg-process/
http://www.4thworldmovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Response-to-Co-chairs-Final.pdf
https://community.wri.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F0B9Hf5pXWCNk0UTg1NGlfUWFIVzA%2Fedit&srcid=14853&srctid=1&erid=1013418&trid=bed528e3-b124-4e6a-8d78-6f6ecb4c33f7
http://www.wvi.org/united-nations-and-global-engagement/article/world-visions-commentary-open-working-groups-proposed
https://www.globalpolicy.org/images/pdfs/images/pdfs/Womens_Major_Group_OWG_FINALSTATEMENT_21July.pdf
http://cafodpolicy.wordpress.com/2014/07/21/owg-report-shoots-but-does-it-score/
http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/sites/default/files/documents/20140719125111.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10918IPMG.pdf
http://www.twnside.org.sg/title2/unsd/2014/unsd140705.htm


the sustainable development goals (SDGs) framework encompasses not only financial 

resources and technology transfer for the implementation of sustainable development, 
but also the structural reform of international financial and trade architectures. 

Developing countries in the UN have persistently argued in various UN conferences, 
negotiations and debates that without structural reforms, development on all three 

economic, social and environmental dimensions will remain impeded over the long-term.” 

 Beyond 2015 (3 July 2014), a campaign which brings together more than 1,000 CSOs 

from over the world emphasized the gap between ambitious, aspirational goals and much 
less ambitious means of implementation: “The means of implementation should be 

explicitly set at the level necessary to achieve the goals set out in 1-16. Anything short of 
that will damage, at the outset, the chances of these goals being achieved. Within this 

perspective, and bearing in mind the transformative nature of the goals, too many of the 
proposed targets for means of implementation – on trade, development finance etc. – 

sound like 'business as usual'. It is not clear that these will achieve the transformative 

shift laid out in the chapeau and many of the goals. This approach to economics risks 
undermining the potentially transformative elements within the agenda.” 

 See also Global Policy Forum’s recently released a report, titled No SDGs without 
Sustainable Development Budgets, which examines government responsibility in 
implementing the agenda. It finds that integrating different perspectives in budget policy 

and analysis is needed to implement the SDGs, and proposes ways to shape fiscal policy 

in accordance with sustainability criteria. 

 

 
Uttarakhand: Development and Ecological Sustainability 
 
The complete report can be downloaded at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=68602&clim  

 

The devastating floods in Uttarakhand, India, in June 2013 claimed over 6,000 lives and 
significantly set-back the state’s economy.  

 
Much debate in the intervening period has focused on the extent of anthropogenic causes of the 

disaster and ways in which they can be reduced or eliminated in the future.  

 
This paper, produced by Oxfam India, seeks to add to that debate by examining Uttarakhand’s 

current development pattern in terms of equity and sustainability. 
 

The case that development activities  in the state aggravated the impact of the floods, including 

poor governance and anti-environment development, leading to the outlining of development 
actions that can enhance ecological sustainability, equity and reduce regional imbalances need to 

be undertaken. 
 

The recommendations include: 
 Afforestation for ecological sustainability requires a pro-active approach to the 2005 

Forest Rights Act by the Utterakhand government. New legislation should be adopted to 

give villagers ownership of their forests, and Himalayan states deserve equal payment for 
providing ecological services as the rest of India. 

 Equitable livelihoods development includes reviving mountain agriculture, requiring 
integration of high value crop cultivation, basic agro-processing, etc, together with 

adequate market linkages. Productivity should be a priority of development schemes, and 

women must be recognised as co-owners of family land. 
 Sustainable and safer infrastructure development must be a focus. Transparent approval, 

compensation, and resettlement must involve the community at all levels, and be 
complete before commissioning of new projects. 

http://www.beyond2015.org/sites/default/files/B2015JulyOWGreactionfullFINAL.pdf
http://www.beyond2015.org/participating-organisations-beyond-2015
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/252-the-millenium-development-goals/52663-no-sustainable-development-goals-without-sustainable-development-budgets.html
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/252-the-millenium-development-goals/52663-no-sustainable-development-goals-without-sustainable-development-budgets.html
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=68602&clim


 Disaster preparedness strategies are required at the village panchayat, district and state 

levels, with community- and technology-based approaches required in tandem. Major 
infrastructure projects in the Inner Himalaya region should be prohibited. 

 Good governance is a prerequisite of being in a constant state of preparedness. The state 
must prepare a strategic State Disaster Management Plan, translated into Hindi, and 

placed in the public domain. 

 Advocacy must come in a unified and effective manner from civil society, 
pressing for a people-centric mountain development agenda. Areas requiring 

advocacy include the need for a focus on green development, local ownership of 
resources, and direct, equal payment for eco-services provided by 

communities in the region. 

 

  

A case for vegetables 
 
Unfortunately, vegetables are too often overlooked—ignored by researchers and 
scientists, governments, and by the funding and donor communities.  
 

Be sure to eat your vegetables! Not only are they nutritious (vegetables are full of Vitamin 

A, iron, protein, and other nutrients), but they also add a pop of color and burst of flavor to 

meals. They can play a critical role in healing the food system.  

 

Very little research or funding goes toward vegetable production. Instead, it goes toward staple 

crops, especially maize, wheat, and soy. Vegetables are even considered a luxury 
for many of the world’s poor, and, in some cases, indigenous 
vegetables are thought of as weeds, not food. 

 

As a result, some 2 billion people across the globe suffer from micronutrient 
deficiencies that can stunt mental and physical development, while 
curbing economic development.  
 
Vegetables are also beneficial when grown in drought-plagued regions. According to researchers 

at AVRDC—The World Vegetable Center, indigenous vegetables are more resilient to drought and 

disease than staple crops.  
 

Here’s why: vegetables are typically ready for harvest in less time than 
staple crops and they maximize scarce water supplies and even soil 
nutrients.  

 

Clearly, vegetables are essential to the survival of individuals and communities, especially in the 

face of climate change. We need to invest more in vegetables to create a food 
system that nourishes both people and the planet!  
 
The World Vegetable Center is highlighting how vegetables are key players in building a better 

food system. At their research centers in sub-Saharan Africa, researcher work closely with 
farmers to cultivate vegetables that are high in nutrients and require few inputs. These centers 

also work to ensure that farmers earn a livelihood from these vegetable crops. For example, the 
centers train farmers how to process vegetables for sale, adding value and shelf-life to these 

perishable crops. In addition, the Center teaches women farmers better ways to cook and prepare 

vegetables so that they retain their nutrients.  

http://act.foodtank.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodtank.com%2Fnews%2F2014%2F08%2Fhow-vegetables-can-save-the-world&utm_campaign=aung4_batch2&n=3&e=97c6438f7933224f37fda5103aa93b813f6d6fd7&utm_source=foodtank&utm_medium=email
http://act.foodtank.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodtank.com%2Fnews%2F2014%2F08%2Fhow-vegetables-can-save-the-world&utm_campaign=aung4_batch2&n=3&e=97c6438f7933224f37fda5103aa93b813f6d6fd7&utm_source=foodtank&utm_medium=email
http://act.foodtank.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodtank.com%2Fnews%2F2014%2F08%2Fhow-vegetables-can-save-the-world&utm_campaign=aung4_batch2&n=2&e=97c6438f7933224f37fda5103aa93b813f6d6fd7&utm_source=foodtank&utm_medium=email


 

It’s time to invest in vegetables! 
 

Vegetables are powerful disease fighters. The Barilla Center for Food & Nutrition 

(BCFN) reports that eating vegetables can help prevent heart disease. Similar studies from the 

Organic Center and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) also reported that getting 4 to 6 

servings of vegetables every day may reduce the risk of heart attack, stroke, obesity, and some 
cancers. 
 

Vegetables are packed with nutrients. In fact, they are some of the most nutrient-

dense foods on the planet while keeping calories low. Vegetables are filled with micronutrients 

critical to human health, including vitamin A, iron, and iodine.  
 

“Vegetables are our best source of the vitamins, micronutrients, and fiber the human body 
requires for health. They add much-need nutritional diversity to diets,” says Dyno Keatinge, 

Director General of AVRDC—The World Vegetable Center.  

 
In 2013, New York City doctors started prescribing fruits and vegetables to patients suffering 

from or who are at risk of obesity and other diet-related illnesses (more than half of adults in New 
York City are obese or overweight). Program participants receive a monthly script of US$1 per 

day for each member of the family; these scripts are redeemable for produce purchased at the 

local farmers’ market. Other U.S. cities have launched similar programs to improve community 
health as well as boost revenue for farmers.  

 

Vegetables are cost-effective. Smallholder family farmers make more money (per acre) 

growing vegetables than they do growing staple crops such as maize or rice. In some countries, 

farmers working with AVRDC are making eight times as much money growing tomatoes than they 
could growing rice. In addition, the labor-intensive nature of vegetable production creates jobs in 

rural communities.  
 

Indigenous and heirloom vegetables—such as the Hinkelhatz pepper cultivated by the 

Pennsylvania Dutch since the 1880s—are particularly rich in micronutrients and are resistant to 
pests, cold weather, disease, and drought. The resilience of these vegetables increases farmers’ 

yields while also improving soil quality and protecting the environment.  
 

Vegetables adapt to and combat climate change. According to BCFN, 

vegetables, along with grains and fruit, should form the foundation of a food system that 
increases health, reduces carbon emissions, and protects the environment.  

 
Vegetables are less affected by extreme weather because they have shorter growing times. 

Additionally, vegetable growers are protecting future plant biodiversity by creating seed banks 
and seed exchanges that preserve important food crops. Seed saving also helps farmers and 

researchers find varieties of crops that grow in extreme climates.  

 

Vegetables are key to nourishing both people and the planet. We need to 

invest in vegetables and encourage global citizens to celebrate these nutritious, environmentally 

friendly, and income-boosting crops.  

 

 
Towards a global energy transformation 
 
The complete document is available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=68658&clim . 

http://act.foodtank.com/r?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodtank.com%2Fnews%2F2014%2F08%2Fhow-vegetables-can-save-the-world&utm_campaign=aung4_batch2&n=5&e=97c6438f7933224f37fda5103aa93b813f6d6fd7&utm_source=foodtank&utm_medium=email
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=68658&clim


This study, produced by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, presents the case for a desperately needed 

transformation in global energy supply to address the present crisis in the sector. With 
dependence on fossil fuels leading to widespread pollution and the acceleration of climate 

change, together with centralised production, distribution, and ownership structures benefitting a 
few while large parts of the world still do not have electricity, it is vital that radical reform be 

implemented as soon as possible.  

 
The answer, according to the authors, is a move toward 100 per cent of energy being derived 

through renewable means, via a decentralised and distributed network of locally managed energy 
supply, increased efficiency, and a reduction in consumption levels. 

 
The study is presented in a multi-paper format written by a collection of authors. First, the need 

for a global energy transformation is presented by way of context, before the present status of 

the energy transformation process is outlined using case studies from Ethiopia, Morocco, and 
Germany, who lead the way in Europe on renewable energy uptake.  

 
Next, Christiane Beuermann examines the multi-level dimension of energy transformation, looking 

at the international, inter-governmental (regional), national, and sub-national scales. Lukas 

Hermwille then goes into depth on the conflicting interests involved in the energy sector, outlining 
the potential winners and losers in an energy transformation, the issue of pushing renewable 

technology in countries rich in fossil fuel resources, and the pros and cons of nuclear power. 
 

The study makes clear that the barriers to energy transformation are rarely down to technical or 
knowledge limitations. Instead, long-established structures and powerful elites problematise the 

challenges of energy transformation in an effort to maintain the status-quo. To overcome these 

barriers, it is important that a broad alliance of civil society, politics, science, and industry work 
together to develop a convincing alternative and positive narratives and commit to implementing 

them against the inevitable resistance. 
 

The conclusion the study presents the view that there are two essential conditions for effective 

energy transformation which emerge from the study. Firstly, stakeholders should account for 
correlations between different design levels and the respective instruments, and secondly, that 

they need to be aware that successful implementation also depends on a long term paradigm 
shift occurring within energy transformation argumentations.  

 

The authors note the potential for change now, with examples of ways to implement change 
apparent at all levels of government in what could be termed an experimental phase of the 

transformation process. These narratives of change must be built upon and brought together in 
order to resonate sufficiently to inspire further synergies and developments. 

 

 

Regulation Can Help e-Rickshaws Transform Urban Mobility Across India 
 

E-rickshaws offer multiple advantages over more common 

auto-rickshaws, but require increased regulation to ensure 
passenger safety . The complete document is available 

online at: http://bit.ly/1qTH15J. 
 

As one of the most widely used forms of intermediate public 

transport or paratransit – services that connect users to 
mass transport systems like buses or metro – auto-rickshaws 

are ubiquitous in Indian cities. The electric rickshaw (e-
rickshaw), however, emerged as an even cheaper alternative 

http://bit.ly/1qTH15J


in 2011. E-rickshaws are similar to a motorcycle combined with a rickshaw, and have immense 

potential to provide low-cost mobility to many of India’s residents. However, cities need to create 
safety regulations and build appropriate infrastructure to make sure this transport mode is 

simultaneously affordable and safe. 

E-rickshaws serve as an important form of transport primarily around the expanding Delhi metro 

area. Over 1,500 e-rickshaws reportedly hit Delhi’s streets in 2013 and an additional 90,000 have 

been added in the first half of 2014. 
 

E-rickshaws are cheaper to buy and operate than auto-rickshaws, and rising fuel prices have 
made them even more attractive compared to vehicles that run on petrol or natural gas. E-

rickshaws cost about half as much as conventional rickshaws at about RS 85,000 (around USD 
1,400), while conventional auto-rickshaws cost about RS 1.68 lakh (around USD 2,750). 

 

E-rickshaws cause safety concerns 
The rapid emergence of e-rickshaws on Indian streets, coupled with a lack of regulation of their 

use, has made them quite the safety concern. E-rickshaws generally carry 6-8 passengers, though 
their aluminum body is designed to hold only 4-6 passengers. Additionally, the braking equipment 

has not been checked by any government authority, making it unreliable. The sharp turning 

capability of e-rickshaws coupled with its high speeds also raises questions about its stability 
when making turns. 

 
E-rickshaws run on electric batteries and need to be charged, which can put extra strain on the 

already overused electricity grid. According to media reports, manufacturers equip e-rickshaws 
with batteries capable of more than 750W of power to achieve higher speeds and carry more 

passengers – a clear violation of the non-motorized criteria under the Delhi Motor Vehicles (MV) 

Act of 1993. E-rickshaws take about 6 to 8 hours to charge, and dozens of e-rickshaws often fight 
over the limited street charging stations. This creates a nuisance at best and a safety problem for 

other city residents at worst. Because of the lack of charging stations in Delhi, many drivers tap 
into electric lines on streets to charge. 

 

E-rickshaws are significantly less regulated than auto-rickshaws  
Auto-rickshaw drivers must pay RS 2,000 (about USD 34) for a new, renewed, or transferred 

license. In this way, government officials are made aware of the number of auto-rickshaws on the 
streets, and can use this information to create and enforce standards that make auto-rickshaws 

comparatively safer. Auto-rickshaw drivers need to be tested (though minimally), and their fares 

are regulated – all of which is better for the passengers who use these vehicles. Since e-
rickshaws are not considered to be motor vehicles, they do not need to be registered, and neither 

the vehicle itself nor the driver needs to be tested to see if they satisfy the minimum operational 
and driving standards. Drivers determine fares themselves, leaving the door open to overcharge 

or even exploit the passenger. 
 

City leaders are now responding to the rise of e-rickshaws with stricter regulations, though these 

have been met with stiff resistance from drivers. The Delhi government recently ordered all 
manufacturers to get clearance and quality inspection on their products. When manufacturers 

subsequently failed to conduct quality inspections, the government banned e-rickshaws in Delhi in 
April 2014. Following political backlash and protests from the e-rickshaw union in Delhi, the 

government decided to lift the ban with the stipulation that all vehicles are required to undergo 

inspection for safety and operational capabilities. However, on July 31, 2014, the Delhi High Court 
directed the city government to stop the use of e-rickshaws until a law is framed to regulate 

them. 
 

How to integrate e-rickshaws into cities safely 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/city/eco-friendly-e-rickshaws-add-to-traffic-chaos.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/E-rickshaws-can-run-without-regulations-Gadkari-says/articleshow/36736074.cms
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/e-rickshaws-vs-auto-rickshaws/2/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/e-rickshaws-vs-auto-rickshaws/2/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Cheap-e-rick-ride-can-cost-you-dear/articleshow/32456716.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Cheap-e-rick-ride-can-cost-you-dear/articleshow/32456716.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/E-rickshaws-in-fast-lane-flout-ban-on-battery-power/articleshow/20076065.cms
http://transport.delhigovt.nic.in/pdf/DMVR.pdf
http://transport.delhigovt.nic.in/pdf/DMVR.pdf
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Cheap-e-rick-ride-can-cost-you-dear/articleshow/32456716.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Cheap-e-rick-ride-can-cost-you-dear/articleshow/32456716.cms
http://www.delhi.gov.in/wps/wcm/connect/doit_transport/Transport/Home/Permits/Permit+Fees+And+Permit+Period
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/E-rickshaws-can-run-without-regulations-Gadkari-says/articleshow/36736074.cms
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/at-maha-rally-gadkari-says-ban-on-e-rickshaws-will-be-revoked/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/aap-bjp-cong-scramble-to-take-up-e-rickshaw-cause/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/at-maha-rally-gadkari-says-ban-on-e-rickshaws-will-be-revoked/
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/newdelhi/plying-of-e-rickshaws-is-illegal-stop-it-as-of-now-hc-to-delhi-govt/article1-1246639.aspx


Cities can create more appropriate regulations by amending the Delhi Motor Vehicles Act of 1993 

to ensure that e-rickshaws are safer, and that road infrastructure safely accounts for their use. 
 

Making sure that e-rickshaws are safe requires starting with quality assurance, from inspecting 
body parts’ load capacity, tires, brake equipment, and turning radius. These inspections should be 

carried out for new and existing vehicles. People who drive e-rickshaws for the city should not be 

penalized if vehicle violations are detected, otherwise problems will never be reported. These 
policies will require the cooperation of drivers, manufacturers, and India’s Central Government to 

enforce such regulations. 
 

Infrastructure must also change to support e-rickshaws. Proper charging stations must be 
installed around the city, and auto-mechanics must be taught how to handle problems specific to 

e-rickshaws. Charging stations can be integrated into existing fuel stations without placing a 

heavy burden on fuel-station owners. In fact, developing infrastructure to support e-rickshaws 
can help Indian cities. Batteries currently imported from China can be made locally to help bring 

money to India’s communities and lower the cost of batteries for e-rickshaw drivers. 
 

Getting drivers and manufacturers to agree on policies and changing cities’ infrastructure to 

accommodate e-rickshaws will be enormously challenging. However, once Delhi and the Central 
Government tackle these challenges and improve safety, e-rickshaws have the potential to 

expand access to mobility in Indian cities and increase connectivity for residents. 

 

 

 Announcements 
 
Waste Management from a Broader Perspective – Five Lessons Learned from 
Japan's Experiences 
 
The complete document is available online at: http://www.japanfs.org/en/news/archives/news_id034995.html . 

 
1. Take holistic views and approaches 

We sometimes get trapped by "isolated optimization " (or "partial" or "piecemeal" optimization) 
and lose sight of the whole picture. Too often this applies to managers and persons in charge of 

specific divisions and areas of responsibility at local, regional and national government. First 

message:  "get out of your silo and take holistic views and approaches." 
 

All environmental problems are interconnected, and in many cases, driving vicious feedback 
loops, worsening the situation. This involves waste, of course, but also water, climate change, 

biodiversity loss, shrinking forests and coral reefs, all kinds of pollution, and so on. Such 

interlinked problems cannot be solved by an individual division or a single sector. We must not to 
lose sight of the whole picture and the interlinked structure you are trying to change for the 

better. It might be good news that all these issues are eventually regarded as "waste problems," 
so you may discover many opportunities to do interventions on other issues as well. 

 
Ultimately there are only two kinds of environmental problems on Earth. One is problems on the 

"source side," pushing the Earth to provide us with more and more resources and energy to feed 

constant economic growth. This pressure has been creating issues such as shrinkingforests, loss 
of biodiversity, and soil erosion. Another kind of environmental problem is on the "sink side," 

emitting too much waste, like garbage, CO2, ozone-depleting substances, and other pollutants -- 
more than the Earth can absorb and detoxify. 

 

http://www.japanfs.org/en/news/archives/news_id034995.html


Needless to say, sources and sinks are also linked. The more we take out of the Earth, the more 

waste we produce. So waste management has a strategic function, not only for doing something 
with garbage, but also for solving many other issues. 

 
Please don't confine yourself in an overly narrow definition of waste management! In 

particular, it is important to think about "re-cycling" in terms of a cyclical structure. In order to re-

cycle properly, waste should be collected, sorted, and processed back into raw materials. When 
we started recycling efforts in Japan many years ago, things stopped too soon. The more 

recycling we did, the more raw materials were produced. But they piled up at the stockyards of 
recyclers. The loop was not closed ! 

 
In order to close the loop, we need manufacturers to use raw materials that came from recycling 

their products. We also need consumers to buy products made of recycled materials. I believe 

that creating systems and encouraging manufacturers and consumers to close the loop -- to "re-
cycle" -- is something you (waste managers) are in charge of. 

 
Your work will be more effective when you involve people, organizations and sectors beyond a 

narrow definition of waste management. You are working with recyclers and waste treatment 

companies, but also with NGOs, citizens, other businesses, media, school teachers and farmers! 
So get out of your silo! 

 
Problems at the source and sink are connected. So in order to tackle and reduce the waste you 

have to handle, we must work on the source side as well. Today, we need 1.5 Earths to sustain 
our current level of human activities. This is not sustainable at all. 

 

And the situation has been worsening. Many countries in Asia now have more demand for 
resources, energy and CO2 sequestration than their land can provide.  

 
You may think that the economy and economic policies are not something you are responsible 

for, but think about what will happen for waste management if we continue to grow our 

economies. 
 

We need to create a shared vision among the many stakeholders. When you create a vision, use 
the back-casting approach. Envision an ideal society and economy in which all people and all 

living creatures can thrive. What constitutes happiness, well-being, and social progress for your 

people? What is the role of economic growth in a whole picture? 
 

2. Expect what is coming as the economy grows 
Many developing countries in Asia and the rest of the world are at a crossroads right now. You 

don't have to repeat the failures and mistakes made by Japan and other countries that developed 
earlier. 

 

You can and should take advantage of your current position in history. There are many ways to 
avoid what didn't work and use what did work. Developed countries cannot leapfrog over the 

steps. They have to address the problems they already created during economic development. 
But developing countries can leapfrog, learning from others. Let me share some of the things you 

can expect as your countries go along the path of development. 

 
I highly recommend that you put recycling and other effective and efficient waste 

management systems in place early. Creating a system before you face huge piles of 
waste is much easier and less costly than after you find yourself in a jungle of waste. 

 
Experience also tells us that people eat out more frequently the richer they become. If your 



country has not yet reached that stage, congratulations! You have time to plan and create good 

systems -- with laws, regulations and partnerships -- to address waste from eating out, which is 
much bigger than you would expect. 

 
Also, in more affluent societies, people tend to have a higher expectation for safety and 

convenience. Responding to such demands from consumers, food companies tend to set higher 

standards for their products -- in some cases unnecessarily high -- leading to more waste at 
production, processing, and distribution stages. 

And in more affluent societies, of course, people want a more convenient lifestyle. Can you guess 
how many convenience stores like 7-Eleven there are in Japan? Close to 50,000. And now almost 

all convenience stores here sell fresh coffee. This is very popular because it is convenient. You 
don't have to go to a costly cafe or line up at McDonalds to enjoy coffee. 

 

Can you guess how many cups of coffee are consumed at convenience stores in Japan 
every year? 700 million cups! Imagine the piles of throw-away paper and plastic cups 

you might have to deal with as waste managers. 
 

So a piece of advice we can offer from Japan's experiences is to expect what's coming during and 

after economic development, and get better prepared before it comes. Start creating and 
integrating effective systems for the near future, while also tackling what you have to do right 

now. 
 

3. Focus on the upstream 
You may be struggling to do something about waste. Recycling. Building waste treatment 

facilities. Reclaiming coastal land for a landfill waste dump. Does this sound familiar? If not, this is 

what you can expect to be doing as a waste manager in the near future. But as this cartoon 
wisely indicates, it is better to focus on things upstream rather than running around frantically 

downstream. 
 

Focusing upstream means working with manufacturers. Because it is they who decide how the 

future waste will be produced. Start working with them for DfE, or Design for Environment. 
Improve reusability and recyclability, focusing on the ease of disassembly. Inquire about and urge 

them to consolidate the kinds of materials used. Urge them to reduce the number of kinds of 
materials. Along these lines, in Japan we have various Eco-Products awards to motivate 

companies to do technological innovation and development. 

 
Even if manufacturers produce environmentally-better products, it doesn't make sense if they are 

engaged in mass production urging consumers to do mass consumption and mass disposal. The 
key is to co-create new business models where manufacturers and consumers can be better off 

with sufficient production and sufficient consumption. 
 

Focusing upstream also means working with marketers and retailers, because they are the ones 

who decide how would-be waste items are promoted and sold. If they just promote unnecessary 
products and persuade consumers to throw away still-usable products, your efforts downstream 

won't make a big difference. Focusing upstream also means working with consumers, because 
they ultimately decide how much and what kinds of waste they will produce. There are three 

stages for consumers to make decisions:  

 First, before the use stage, they can decide to reduce or go without consumption. 

 Second, at the use stage, they can use the products they buy for a longer period of time, 

rather than throwing things away after just one use. 
 Third, at the after-use stage, they should be encouraged to reuse and/or recycle. 

 

For the after-use stage, regulations and incentives or disincentives might work. One example is a 



deposit system for beverage containers. Also, one Japanese company regularly does surprise on-

site inspections to check on waste-sorting at its office, and the results affect the cash bonus for 
the division head. 

 
And in recent years, an increasing number of municipalities in Japan has started a "pay for your 

waste system." With it, the costs citizens pay for waste treatment depend on the volume of their 

waste. Some systems and mechanisms can work beautifully. So start thinking! 
 

What Korean colleagues are doing is a good practice. In Korea, under "The Act on the Promotion 
of Saving and Recycling of Resources" enacted in 1993, they set standards for packaging 

methods and targets for reduction of packages. They also set the minimum percentage of 
products whose packaging can be reused by repacking or refilling, in comparison of the total 

production of the product. They also ban single-use packages, such as cups, plates, plastic bags, 

and so on. 
 

You will find it challenging to persuade consumers to reduce their consumption at the before-use 
stage and to aim for long use of the products they have purchased at the in-use stage. This is 

more challenging nowadays, since consumption is done not only to serve the daily needs of living, 

but also as a source of identity and a sense of happiness. 
 

Consumers consume more things for "wants" than for "needs." 
We have to think about what we can offer consumers other than consumption to meet their 

needs for identity and a sense of happiness. This challenge is what we are struggling with in 
developed countries as well. People consume things not only for physiological and safety needs, 

but also belonging and self-esteem needs. 

 
One alternative approach is to continue letting consumers use what they want to use for their 

identity and happiness, but by leasing the physical goods instead of owning them. In other words, 
people pay only for the utility value of a product, rather than buying the product itself. This 

approach might lead to less needed material, and less waste. 

 
4. Use waste management interventions to foster social capital 

In the Japanese cities of Minamata and Yokohama, officials created platforms or opportunities for 
citizens to gather together, sort their garbage, and discuss what they should do to reduce their 

waste. Such waste management interventions targeting citizens have produced dual benefits. 

One is a higher recycling ratio and less waste to be treated, as expected. And another benefit, 
which was not targeted initially and less noticeable, is fostering social capital in the community. It 

has stimulated many community activities and initiatives. Local NGOs have been born and 
strengthened. This is a very important aspect, I believe, in terms of enhancing local resilience in 

the coming era of enormous impacts expected from climate change and other hazards. 
 

In Japan, sharing has become a big boom. And it is also good business. When people share 

things, you can expect less waste, of course. But sharing also involves conversations and maybe 
smiles. And it can foster trust and create social capital. In our experience, it is a good idea to 

make use of waste management interventions to build social capital, since people will need much 
of it in the near future. 

 

5. Retaining is much easier than losing and regaining 
During the Edo Period (1603 to 1867), Japan had a closed-door policy that cut off relations with 

all other countries. It had a stable population throughout the period at about 30 million people. 
The city of Edo (which has become Tokyo today) had a population of about one million people, 

and it was self-sufficient in everything. 
 



The Edo Period was a time of peace, without any war throughout the country. The economy and 

culture flourished. A truly sustainable society existed back then!Specialized businesses would 
purchase waste paper, used clothes, and used pails. There were even businesses that would buy 

the valuable wax drippings from candles and use them to make new candles to sell. Other 
businesses would buy the ash left from burning fuel wood and sell it to farmers as fertilizer. 

 

Ryoanji Temple in Kyoto has an ancient hand-washing basin engraved with this message: A man 
who knows that he has enough is rich even when he is poor. A man who doesn't know 

that he has enough is poor even when he is rich.  
 

In Asia, we "shared" -- this spirit of sufficiency, a sense that "enough is enough." Not demanding 
more and more, beyond  actual need. Unfortunately Japan lost almost all of this spirit of 

sufficiency during decades of high economic growth. We need to regain and rebuild this culture 

again. Retaining is much easier and less costly than losing and regaining. 

 

 
Climate change: Low carbon development: Meeting the challenge of providing 
access to sustainable energy sources 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/climate-change/key-issues/low-
carbon-development&clim#.U-GjtVLlqUk . 

  
The key question at the heart of the low carbon development agenda is: how can countries 

achieve development – especially rapid poverty reduction and improved human development 
outcomes – in ways that do not worsen climate change? One crucial issue is therefore identifying 

where the synergies lie between reducing carbon emission and reducing poverty, and where 
there may be trade-offs. These will differ from country to country, and especially between middle 

income and low income countries. Another is identifying what is politically feasible, and how the 

bounds of feasibility may be expanded by increasing buy-in to the low carbon development 
agenda. One way of doing this is to emphasise the co-benefits of greener growth, such as better 

energy security, new opportunities for jobs and exports, and improvements in health  
 

These tasks are particularly hard because carbon emissions are produced from activities across 
the whole economy. The energy sector is important in all countries, and deforestation is 

particularly important for a number of developing countries, including many low income countries 

where agriculture plays a central role.  
 

Low carbon development is an area where policy is evolving and policy makers are still learning, 
but where some principles for the use of climate finance are emerging.The sections below discuss 

three important issues: 

 Frameworks for guiding low carbon development 

 Low carbon energy 

 Low carbon land management, including avoiding deforestation 

 
Key resource: Low-carbon development for the least developed countries 

This paper argues that least developed countries (LDCs) are greatly threatened by human 
induced climate change, because their dependence on rain-fed agriculture and forestry as sources 

of employment and income make them vulnerable to climatic changes and variability. Many LDCs 
are already subject to climatic stress due to their location in the tropics and other areas subject to 

a high incidence of weather-related shocks. The paper notes that the most important source of 

greenhouse gas emissions in LDCs is land use change, in particular deforestation. Halting 
deforestation is, thus, a key priority for low carbon development.  

 

http://eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/climate-change/key-issues/low-carbon-development&clim#.U-GjtVLlqUk
http://eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/climate-change/key-issues/low-carbon-development&clim#.U-GjtVLlqUk


Low carbon development frameworks 

Low carbon development involves balancing two objectives: reducing poverty and reducing 
carbon emissions (against business-as-usual growth). At a basic level this means finding ways of 

reducing emissions that are cost-effective.  

Low carbon energy  

Energy plays a key role in development, and there is an urgent need to expand the access that 

poor people have to modern forms of energy, including electricity. But at the same time, energy 
is the single largest source of carbon emissions.  

 
Land management and avoiding deforestation 

Deforestation is a significant source of carbon emissions in a few large tropical rainforest nations 
(for example D.R. Congo and Indonesia) and in low income countries, where it arises because of 

agriculture. Taking effective steps to avoid deforestation is complex.   

 

 
Global Emissions of Trace Gases, Particulate Matter, and Hazardous Air 
Pollutants from Open Burning of Domestic Waste 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es502250z . 

  
 The open burning of waste, whether at individual residences, businesses, or dump sites, is a 

large source of air pollutants. These emissions, however, are not included in many current 

emission inventories used for chemistry and climate modelling applications.  
 

This paper presents the first comprehensive and consistent estimates of the global emissions of 
greenhouse gases, particulate matter, reactive trace gases, and toxic compounds from open 

waste burning.  

 
Global emissions of CO2 from open waste burning are increasing very rapidly, particularly in many 

developing countries in Asia and Africa, are substantial. Emissions from open burning of garbage 
amount to 1 billion tons per year or 5% of total anthropogenic emissions. Details are available at: 

http://bit.ly/X3Mcrm . 
 

Further, emissions of reactive trace gases and particulate matter from open waste burning are 

more significant in many developing countries.  
 

For example, the emissions of PM10 from open domestic waste burning in China is equivalent to 
22% of China’s total reported anthropogenic PM10 emissions. The results of the emissions model 

presented here suggest that emissions of many air pollutants are significantly underestimated in 

current inventories because open waste burning is not included, consistent with studies that 
compare model results with available observations. 

 

 
Beijing to ban use of coal in main districts by 2020 
 
The complete article is now available online at the following link: 
http://www.climateactionprogramme.org/news/beijing_to_ban_use_of_of_coal_in_main_districts_by_2020 . 
  

 Beijing is to ban the sale and use of coal in several regions including its six main districts by 2020 
cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and reduce air pollution, according to an announcement by 

local authorities on Monday. 

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/es502250z
http://bit.ly/X3Mcrm
http://www.climateactionprogramme.org/news/beijing_to_ban_use_of_of_coal_in_main_districts_by_2020


 

The Beijing Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau detailed how the districts of Dongcheng, 
Xicheng, Chaoyang, Haidian, Fengtai and Shijingshan will stop using coal and will close coal 

power facilities. 
 

The bureau is aiming for clean energy to replace coal to power heating, cooking and a variety of 

other activities. 
 

The move is a part of the capital’s plan to optimise energy structure and improve air quality. 
 

Vehicles, coal burning, industrial production and dust account for 85.9 per cent of Beijing’s 
particulate matter (PM) 2.5 respectively and are the primary cause for Beijing’s smog. 

 

Coal accounted for 25.4 per cent of the capital’s energy consumption in 2012, according to official 
statistics and authorities are aiming to reduce the figure to less than 10 per cent by 2017. 

 
Other selected fuels, such as fuel oil, petroleum, combustible waste and some biomass will be 

also banned, the bureau said. 

 
The Beijing Economic-Technological Development Area will take the lead in giving up using high-

pollution fuels by the end of this year with other areas following the capitals lead. 

 

 

Certified Expert in Climate & Renewable Energy Finance: This e-learning 
course is developed jointly with the Frankfurt School - UNEP Collaborating 
Centre 
 
Course details are available at: http://www.frankfurt-school.de/linked/en/courses/renewable-
energy.html . 

   
Climate Change is high on the agenda of governments across the world. The structural change of 

the global energy system is already under way with annual investment in power generation based 
on renewables at almost the same level as investment in power based on fossil fuels. 

 
This course will enable you to understand two different perspectives towards this issue: On the 

one hand why markets alone are fundamentally not able to trigger investment in a way that 
environmental issues are appropriately taken into account and which policy instruments are 

available to correct these so-called “market failures”. 

 
And on the other hand the project financing perspective of investor or financiers confronted with 

the specifics of RE financing including policy and regulation. 
 

The content of this LinkEd e-learning course is developed by the Frankfurt School - UNEP 
Collaborating Centre for Climate & Sustainable Energy Finance (http://fs-unep-centre.org/).  

 

The Centre is a strategic cooperation between Frankfurt School and the UN Environment 
programme. Its vision is to advance transformation to resilient low-carbon and resource-efficient 

economies by attracting new types of investors, in particular catalysing the financing of clean 
energy by the private sector. The Centre is UNEP’s major knowledge hub for climate finance 

related aspects. 

 

 

http://www.frankfurt-school.de/linked/en/courses/renewable-energy.html
http://www.frankfurt-school.de/linked/en/courses/renewable-energy.html
http://fs-unep-centre.org/


India, US Consult on Climate Change 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://energy-l.iisd.org/news/india-us-consult-on-

climate-change/. 
  

 High-level officials from India and the US have met to discuss bi- and multilateral cooperation on 

climate change. The meeting constituted the first round of bilateral consultations under the India-

US Joint Working Group on Climate Change. 
 

Discussions, which were held in New Delhi, India, focused on two aspects: enhanced dialogue on 
an ambitious post-2020 climate agreement; and strengthening bilateral efforts in the areas of 

clean technology, smart grids, energy efficiency, adaptation strategies, and sustainable forestry 
and REDD+. 

 

Prior to the Working Group session, a meeting took place between Prakash Javadekar, Minister of 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change of India, and Todd Stern, US Special Envoy for Climate 

Change.  
 

According to Stern, they discussed multilateral issues relating to the international negotiations on 

climate change and issues of bilateral cooperation. Commenting on the agenda of the Working 
Group, Javarekar said it would establish coordination on the aspects of mitigation and adaptation, 

and discuss activities/approaches in the areas of:  
 Clean energy  

 Smart grids and energy efficiency  

 Technology development, including in the area of water management and use 

 Information-sharing on adaptation to extreme weather events;  

 Loss and damage;  

 REDD+-related research and development. 

 

The Working Group session was part of the Fifth India-US Strategic Dialogue between delegations 
from the two countries led by Sushma Swaraj, External Affairs Minister of India, and John Kerry, 

US Secretary of State.  

 
On climate change, the two sides of the Dialogue reaffirmed their commitment to a successful 

outcome of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action (ADP) of the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Paris, France, in 2015. 

 

On clean energy, the two countries, inter alia, welcomed research and deployment work under 
the US-India Partnership to Advance Clean Energy (PACE), and reviewed a new bilateral initiative 

to promote rural access to off-grid sources of clean energy in India, titled ‘Promoting Energy 
Access through Clean Energy' (PEACE). 

 

 

9th meeting of the Technology Executive Committee 
 
The Technology Executive Committee (TEC) of the United Nations Framework  Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) held its 9th meeting from 18-21 August 2014, in Bonn, 

Germany. 
 

The TEC is the policy component of the UNFCCC’s Technology Mechanism. It is tasked with 

providing policy guidance on issues related to the development and transfer of climate 
technologies.  

http://energy-l.iisd.org/news/india-us-consult-on-climate-change/
http://energy-l.iisd.org/news/india-us-consult-on-climate-change/


 

These include considering issues related to the technology needs of developing countries, and 
barriers and enabling environments to technology development and transfer. 

 
At its 9th meeting, the TEC considered  substantive issues as part of the implementation of its 

rolling workplan for 2014-2015, based on work undertaken intersessionally by its internal task 

forces.  
  

The TEC also initiated the preparation of its annual report to the Conference of the Parties (COP), 
which it will submit to COP 20 in Lima, Peru. Additionally, the meeting included a thematic 

dialogue on climate technology financing. 
 

The meeting was webcast and online viewers may participate in the meeting via Twitter by using 

the hashtag #climatetech.  

   

 
An Ebola outbreak is putting all of us at risk.   
 
There is currently an Ebola outbreak putting all of us at risk.  

 

What is EBOLA? 
It is  a virus that attacks a person blood system. Ebola is what scientists call haemorrhagic fever - 

it operates by making its victims bleed from almost anywhere on their body. Usually victims bleed 
to death. Ebola is highly contagious as it can be transmitted via contact with body fluids such as 

blood, sweat, saliva, semen or other body discharges. Ebola is however NOT AN AIRBORNE 

VIRUS! 
 

It is EXTREMELY deadly as about 90% of people that catch Ebola will die from it. It is  one of the 
deadliest diseases in the world, killing in just a few weeks. 

 

Untreatable (no cure): Ebola has no known treatment or cure. Victims are usually treated for 
symptoms with the faint hope that they  recover. 

 
How Do I Know Someone has Ebola? 

•Fever 
•Headache 

•Diarrhoea 

•Vomiting 
•Weakness 

•Joint & Muscle pains 
•Stomach Pain 

•Lack of Appetite 

 
Protect Yourself: Wash Your Hands with Soap. Do this a lot. You can also use a good hand 

sanitizer. Avoid unnecessary physical contact with people. 
 

Restrict yourself to food you prepared yourself. 
 

Disinfect Your Surroundings: The virus cannot survive disinfectants, heat, direct sunlight, 

detergents and soaps. 
 

Clean up!: 
•Fumigate If you have Pests. 



•Rodents can be carriers of Ebola. 

•Fumigate your environment & dispose off the carcasses properly! 
•Dead bodies CAN still transmit Ebola.  

•Do not touch them without protective gear or better yet avoid them altogether. 
 

Protect Yourself: 

•Use protective gear if you must care or go near someone you suspect has Ebola. 
 

Report: 
•Report any suspicious symptoms in yourself or anyone else IMMEDIATELY. Do not delay! 

 
Educate Everyone: 

•Tell your neighbours, colleagues and domestic staff (anyone really). Basically you are safer when 

everyone is educated. 

 

 
Need to act expeditiously to limit our population within controllable levels.     
  
 Prof MS Swaminathan, Founder Chairman, M S Swaminathan Research Foundation and the man 

behind the Green revolution in India, highlighted  in the early 90’s to the then Prime Minister of 
India , Sri PV Narasimha Rao, that if we do not stabilize our Population, no action or policy or 

project planned and implemented by the Government would succeed in solving India's problems 
!!! .  

 

Our Population in the early 90’s was around 80 crores. Today it is more than 125 crores and still 
growing. The fact that a huge percentage of our Population is below 35 years is taken as a great 

asset. However, 25 years hence, these young persons shall be old! They will then be a huge 
burden on the country.  

 

What will be the status of our Resources at that time?  What will be the availability of 
water?  What will be the condition of our eco-system?  Will our dwindling and polluted Resources 

and eco-system be able to support our Population?  
 

According to the UN, Human demand or burden on Mother Earth is today one and a half times 
what the Planet can sustain!!!  Alarm bells need to ring in the minds of our Government as well as 

the Media, NGOs and all sections of Society.          

 
We, as a nation need to act expeditiously to limit our population within controllable levels. This 

must be done on a war footing if we are serious in ensuring that the fruit of development reaches 
the poorest of the poor.  

 

 

Delhi’s ticking pollution bomb - Toxics Link’s Environmental Hotspots Mapping 
Report 
 
The full report is available at: http://toxicslink.org/docs/Report-On-the-Edge.pdf    

  

Polluting industrial sites dot the entire city and are probably putting Delhites at a huge health risk 
, points out the latest Toxics Link study “On the Edge”. 

18 sites were identified as potential ‘hotspots’ in this first of the kind study in Delhi, mapping the 
city’s polluting centres. These sites are regularly contaminating the city’s environment by 

http://toxicslink.org/docs/Report-On-the-Edge.pdf


releasing toxic pollutants and thereby creating health concerns. Notably, Delhi is one of the most 

polluted cities in the world.  
 

Pollution is a key health determinant, and according to World Health Organization (WHO) about a 
quarter of all diseases are caused due to prolonged exposure to environmental pollution. 

 

51 sites, located in and near national capital Delhi, were examined during this study on 
parameters such as: industrial processes, use of chemicals, discharge and emissions, disposal 

methods, and occupational health & safety.  
 

Most of them were found to harbor unauthorized industrial activities and were in or close to 
residential areas. 18 of these sites, which spread from Samaypur and Badli in the north to 

Mayapuri and Okhla in the south; and Nazafgarh in the northwest to Mandoli in east, failed on 

most parameters and were found to be causing unacceptable environmental impacts. The 
findings at these sites made Toxics Link researchers aptly call them the “potential hotspots”. 

 
Many of the hotspots were engaged in illegal operations such as lead acid battery recycling, 

pickling and e-waste recycling, and were found to be releasing acids, emitting toxic fumes of lead, 

mercury etc. Units with hazardous activities like CFL processing, textile dyeing, metal works also 
donned these potential hotspots in the city. Thousands of workers were employed in the units, 

which had no occupational safety norms or standards. 
 

One of the potential hotspots, Prem Nagar, near Mandoli has close to 110 illegal lead acid battery 
recycling units. These illegal units use coal to fuel crude furnaces, and recover lead in a 

rudimentary manner. During recycling process lead fumes and ash are released, thereby 

contaminating the air and soil and also putting the workers at risk.  
 

Wazirpur has been identified as one of the city’s dirtiest areas by the researchers. It has around 
1,200 small units, a large number of them involved in pickling, classified as hazardous industrial 

activity and not allowed within the city limits. (Pickling is a treatment for metal surfaces used to 

remove impurities such as stains, inorganic contaminants, rust or scale from ferrous metals, 
copper, and aluminum alloys). Concentrated acids are used in the pickling units that are not 

adequately ventilated- leading to acid fumes in the work spaces. This increases the risk of 
respiratory illness among workers. Used acid is ultimately discharged into water bodies or soil, 

without any environmental safeguards. 

 
Prem Nagar and Wazirpur areas are just two among the many frontline polluters. The three 

landfills in the city are also loaded beyond their capacity and there has been no effort to control 
the leachate, which might be causing grave concerns in the nearby settlements. Besides, there 

are several “legacy sites” that are not currently operational, but the waste deposits or 
contamination of past might be a cause for concern, as no remediation measures have been 

taken till date. 

 
India has enacted several laws to safeguard environment but they have not been  implemented 

strictly. This is the first time any report has done exhaustive mapping of Delhi’s polluting units. 
Such hotspots probably exist all over the country. More such studies need to be undertaken in 

other cities - as most of them currently are, or will be facing similar challenges in the future. 

 

 

FINAL DRAFT of the REPORT : Advance unedited version: Intergovernmental 
Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing.   
 
The Advanced unedited version of the report is available at: 



http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf    

 The outcome document of the Rio+20 Conference established an intergovernmental process 

mandated to prepare a report on options for an effective sustainable development 

financing strategy. An intergovernmental committee, chaired by Finland and Nigeria, 

comprising 30 experts nominated by regional groups, with equitable geographical representation, 
worked for one year between August 2013 and August 2014 to prepare its report.  

 
A UN System Task Team (UNTT) was set-up to support the work of the committee providing 

technical advice and guidance. DESA led the work with main support from UNDP. The Task Team 

prepared 4 thematic papers on different aspects of the financing for development agenda. These 
were:  

1) estimates of financing needs for sustainable development;  
2) the variety of public sources of funds for development;  

3) private sector resources;  
4) challenges in raising private finance.  

 

The committee divided its work into 3 thematic clusters: financing needs; mobilization of 
resources and their effective use; the institutional architecture for global finance. 

 
What’s in the report? 

The report presents a rather long ’shopping list’ of measures from which governments can pick 

and choose. There are few specifics and no commitments, justified in the “experts” nature of the 
Committee; the report simply describes policies and actions which could make a difference to 

sustainable development – if implemented. Below, some brief comments on ODA, financing of 
Global Public Goods, Debt, Innovative Finance including new global taxes, local taxation, fuel 

subsidies and the international financing for development architecture.  
  

On ODA, the need for more of it is emphasized and the report suggests it should focus 

on the countries where the needs are greatest and the capacity to raise resources is 
weakest, such as the LDCs and SIDS. Larger shares of ODA should also be oriented towards 

capacity building of revenue and customs administrations. South-South Cooperation is described 
as a voluntary complement to ODA, and the Secretary-General is invited to devise concrete 

measures as to how it may be further strengthened.  

  
Innovative finance is mentioned as a means to raise resources for sustainable development but 

no specifics are given. The pros and cons of ‘blended finance’ are discussed in detail (i.e. finance 
that pools public and private resources). Policymakers have shown considerable interest in this 

class of financial instruments as they can allow governments to leverage official funds with private 

capital, as well as share risks and returns. But the report also cautions against poorly-designed 
PPPs (public-private partnerships) and points to a high failure rate.  

  
On domestic resource mobilization, the report suggests that countries’ taxes bases should be as 

wide as possible, but with an eye on equity and efficiency. Governments may therefore wish to 
prioritize tax measures which benefit those at the bottom of the income distribution. Emphasis is 

also placed on the importance of financial inclusion, and in particular expanding the scope and 

scale of financial services offered to the poor and other underserved populations. Governments 
could consider support for the development of credit bureaus and promote strengthened financial 

literacy and better consumer protection. Lending to SMEs (small and medium-sized enterprises) is 
also mentioned as important and it’s suggested that national development banks can play a role 

here. 

 
There are also suggestions that policymakers could levy taxes on ‘global bads’ (e.g. taxes on air 

or water pollution as well as other activities that degrade the environment). For those countries 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf


rich in natural resources, more attention could be paid to ensuring a greater share of resource 

earnings are saved and invested for the future (e.g. through establishing sovereign wealth funds). 
On international private finance, the quality of FDI is emphasized (over quantity) and 

policymakers need to adopt policies to ensure it makes a valuable contribution to sustainable 
development, and linkages to the wider economy are promoted. For example policymakers could 

create regulatory frameworks to enforce mandatory reporting on environmental and social 

impacts. Governments could also consider policies to change investment patterns to make them 
‘greener’, such as direct emission restrictions on investments, subsidizing research into new 

‘clean’ technologies, tax incentives and payment for ecosystem services. 
 

There are sensible suggestions around the need to strengthen international tax cooperation – an 
issue which has recently been high on the political agenda – in order to stem tax avoidance and 

tax evasion. It highlights, in particular, the problems posed by harmful tax competition and 

suggests these challenges can be resolved, at least in part, through better cooperation between 
competing countries in regional and international fora.  

 
The need to ‘rationalize’ a fragmented international architecture for development finance – which 

has seen an explosion in sometimes uncoordinated, and undercapitalized, international funds and 

bodies – is also mentioned. Measures to strengthen the stability of the international financial 
system are also in there and stronger regional and international cooperation will be needed to 

reduce volatility in cross-border flows.  
 

The report recognizes that excessive financial sector growth can cause inequality and instability. 
But it doesn’t delve into more difficult issues such as speculation on commodities – and in 

particular on food and fuel prices – which have impacted many people in the developing world, 

especially the poorest. 
 

On debt, the need to improve mechanisms to restructure unsustainable sovereign debt is also in 
there and it encourages the international community to continue ongoing discussions over how to 

prevent and resolve debt crises quickly and fairly. But it doesn’t specifically endorse proposals for 

a sovereign debt work-out procedure (as advocated for by the UN) and earlier language on the 
need to resolve the debt problems of countries excluded from the HIPC Initiative has been taken 

out. The cost of remitting funds should also be reduced says the report. Earlier language on the 
need to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies also did not make the final cut.  

 

China Gives Citizens 8-Point Guidelines to Protect the Environment 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://sustainablecitiescollective.com/david-
thorpe/318026/china-gives-citizens-8-point-guidelines-protect-environment . 
  
Beijing is attempting to harness the efforts of its entire population to tackle its huge 
environmental problems. The government has published a 'behavioural standards' guide to 

reverse some of the environmental damage done by more than three decades of rapid economic 
growth, urging people to walk and ride bicycles and buy goods with less packaging. 

 

The list of eight standards, published on the environment ministry's website, urged citizens to 
avoid burning garbage, and limit the use of fireworks and barbecues. It also urged the public to 

take responsibility for pollution by reporting unlawful behaviour to the authorities. 
 

The eight aspects are:  

 air quality  

 good health protection  

http://sustainablecitiescollective.com/david-thorpe/318026/china-gives-citizens-8-point-guidelines-protect-environment
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 reducing soot emissions  

 low carbon travel  

 green consumption  

 energy-saving habits  

 reporting pollution behaviour  

 building a beautiful China 

 

The official announcement said this advice was deliberately concise, to make it easy to 
remember. 

 
Next, the Environmental Protection Department will "focus on advocacy work, by posting 

propaganda wall charts, videos, inviting representatives to participate in discussions, recruitment 
and training of volunteers to carry out activities of social propaganda". 

 

In April China passed amendments to the nation's 25-year old Environmental Protection Law, 
giving authorities more teeth against polluters. These amendments go into effect on 1 January 

2015. 
 

A local government study showed in April that 31% of the smog in China's capital Beijing is 

derived from vehicles, 22.4% from coal burning and 18.1% from industry. 14.1% was 
derived from other smaller sources like food preparation, livestock rearing and vehicle 

repairs. 
 

Speaking at a press conference on June 4, Deputy Minister of Environmental Protection Li Ganjie 

acknowledged that China's general environment had improved, but that water quality was not 
satisfactory and air quality in many cities was severely poor. Only three of the 74 cities monitored 

air quality met standards in 2013. 
 

In February, the air pollution in Beijing was first classified as a yellow alert, the second highest 
level of alert system contamination level 4. It caused schools to cancel classes outdoors or even 

shut down, and necessitated travel restrictions. 

 
Li also observed that pollution and land degradation caused arable land in many places is 

declining. Nearly 300 million hectares, equivalent to 30.7% of China's land area, is being 
demolished. 

 

The construction process should first focus on infrastructure, then the strengthening of public 
services, cultural heritage and the deepening of reform and integration, he said. 

 

 

August 19th is Earth Overshoot Day 2014, the approximate 
date humanity’s annual demand on nature exceeds what the 

Earth can renew this year. In less than 8 months, we have 
demanded an amount of ecological resources and services 

equivalent to what Earth can regenerate for all of 2014.  

 
On Earth Overshoot Day, humanity has exhausted nature’s budget for 

the year. For the rest of the year, we are drawing down our ecological 
assets. Ecological deficit spending is made possible by depleting stocks 

of fish, trees and other resources, and accumulating waste such as 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and oceans. Currently, the carbon Footprint is the largest 
portion of humanity’s Footprint -- a result of emitting greenhouse gases faster than they can be 

absorbed by forests and oceans -- and contributes significantly to humanity’s ecological 



overspending. 

 
According to Global Footprint Network’s calculations, it would take more than 1.5 

Earths to provide the biocapacity needed to support humanity’s current Ecological 
Footprint. Moderate population, energy and food projections suggest that humanity would 

require the biocapacity of three planets well before mid-century. This may be physically 

unfeasible. 
 

Today, 86 percent of the world population lives in countries that demand more from nature than 
their own ecosystems can renew. These “ecological debtor” countries either deplete their own 

ecological resources or get them from elsewhere. Were Japan’s residents to consume ecological 
resources and services solely from within their country’s borders, they would demand 7 Japans. 

In other words, Japan’s Footprint is 7 times larger than its biocapacity. Similarly, it 

would take 4.3 Switzerlands to support Switzerland and 2.7 Egypts to support Egypt. 
 

Not all countries demand more than their ecosystems can provide, but even the reserves of such 
“ecological creditor” nations like Brazil, Indonesia, and Sweden are shrinking over time. For these 

countries, the main challenge is to treat their natural assets as ever-more significant sources of 

wealth to be preserved and nurtured over the long term, as opposed to riches to be squandered 
for short-term profits. 

 
It is possible to turn the tide. Global Footprint Network and its partners are supporting 

governments, financial institutions, and other organizations around the globe in making decisions 
aligned with ecological reality. Earth Overshoot Day is a valuable opportunity to raise awareness 

about humanity’s ecological resource overuse.  

 

 
Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) Workshop Focuses on Energy Efficiency, 
Demand Response in India 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://climate-l.iisd.org/news/cem-workshop-focuses-
on-energy-efficiency-demand-response-in-india/ . 

  
A workshop held under the auspices of the Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) brought together air 
conditioning (AC) manufacturers, providers of demand response technologies, and regulatory 

experts, to consider how India can best employ energy efficiency and demand response to meet 
the challenges of rising electricity demand, especially as AC unit sales and usage skyrocket in the 

country. 

 
CEM's Super-efficient Equipment and Appliance Deployment (SEAD) and 21st Century Power 

Partnership initiatives hosted the workshop in New Delhi, India.  
 

Participants engaged in discussions and heard international and Indian perspectives on how 

energy efficiency and demand response can manage peak load on the electrical grid.  
 

Presentations considered the technology, market, regulatory, and policy aspects of adopting 
efficient and demand response-ready space cooling. 

 

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency at the Indian Ministry of Power and the US Department of Energy 
co-organized the workshop as part of the US-India Collaboration on Smart and Efficient Air 

Conditioning and Space Cooling.  
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Advancing Sustainable Transport and Road Safety in Cities 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://sustainablecitiescollective.com/david-
thorpe/318181/webcast-claudia-adriazola-advancing-sustainable-transport-and-road-safety-

cities?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Sustainable+Cities+Collecti

ve+%28all+posts%29 . 
  

Mexico City has four BRT lanes and they are building a fifth. BRT is expanding to further cities in 
Mexico and around the world, with many representatives from other cities coming to Mexico City 

to see what is happening there. It's not an expensive solution. BRT is being embraced more and 

more by cities. Rio de Janeiro, Istanbul, Bangalore are amongst the 160 cities that have already 
implemented BRT systems. 

 
Another persuasive factor is that with sustainable transport you can save lives. You can 

also move more people. For example in a lane that can carry 1000 people you can carry many 
more thousands using buses for the same amount of road. This will cut congestion and increase 

mobility as well as traffic safety. 

 
50 million people are seriously injured every year in traffic accidents, 1.3 million die. People who 

don't use private transport will also be more physically active, cutting health costs and cutting 
pollution. 

 

City planning is a key factor. Making places available that you can reach from your home by 
walking and cycling is important and so is cycling.  

 
Speed is big factor in traffic safety. If you allow cars to go as fast as they can and if you have 

cyclists and pedestrians in the same area you will have more accidents. So a key tactic in 

reducing the number of accidents is both planning for pedestrians and other road users, and 
slowing traffic. If you cut down the speed people are allowed to travel at they become more 

aware of other road users. Unfortunately, some cities – when they develop roads – do not think 
clearly about how pedestrians are going to use the area. You have to take care of the most 

vulnerable road users in any situation. 
 

You and I might believe that some countries have a culture of aggressive driving that must make 

them harder to tackle. Claudia sees it differently. If you have a city like Lima you can be stuck in 
traffic for two or three hours, which makes you reluctant to stop at a traffic light or a stop sign 

because you are in despair. Maybe the city is not functioning any more. To solve this you must 
think how people live in the city and find ways to move facilities such as hospitals closer to where 

people need them to cut down the need for long journeys. You need to look at the entire system. 

 
It's very sad that in countries like Brazil and India you get a lot of young men who die in traffic 

accidents or suffer severe injuries that leave them disabled for life because they are riding a 
motorcycle.  Again, we need to look at what is happening behind all this. If distances are too big 

to bike or walk then they must take their motorbike. A lot of countries are making a mistake in 
providing subsidies for motorcycles. They are too cheap. The disadvantages of motorbikes are 

huge and these are not factored into these decisions. 

 
We need to look at it in terms not just of traffic safety but of physical activity.  About four million 

people around the world die every year due to lack of physical activity. Sustainable transport can 
help with this. Mobility is very important but not at the cost of health and your life and the 

quality-of-life. For cyclists we need to provide infrastructure, cycle lanes, segregated in certain 

circumstances. 
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Effective CSR needs three actors by RANA  KAPOOR 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/effective-csr-needs-three-
actors/article6318789.ece .  

 
 Corporate social responsibility (CSR) and sustainability have been the most talked about subjects 

of late, especially in the context of the new Indian Companies Act, 2013.While the Act may have 

kick-started a revolutionary phase for the development of CSR in the country, there is merit in 
looking at the real challenges. The current economic scenario has not helped much in narrowing 

the rising disparities between the haves and have-nots. The next 12–18 months may see the 

macroeconomic condition stabilising and showing signs of growth, with India Inc improving its 
bottom line. 

 
However, there is need to evolve a strategy to improve the triple bottom line, that is, the 

economic, social and environmental performance of businesses in India. 
 

Giving away: Traditionally, India has seen significant philanthropic activity, on individual as well 

as corporate fronts. Though most giving began as religious philanthropy, a lot of it has been 
directed towards ‘social causes’ over the past few years. The Bain Philanthropy Report (2012) 

notes India’s rich increased their contributions from 2.3 per cent of household income in 2010 to 
3.1 per cent in 2011. That said, for a country that consistently features on the lower rungs of 

Human Development Index, there is an urgent need to address developmental concerns in a 

manner that moves beyond the lens of ‘causes’. Crucial gaps within the social, economic and 
environmental fabric of India need to be addressed in a strategic, scalable and sustainable 

manner. There seems to be a clear advantage in looking at the direction and structure that 
Section 135 has set for industry; this is so that it can channelise its energies towards a positive 

social and environmental impact. 
 

The Act has brought out a huge opportunity for a tripartite partnership between the Government, 

businesses and NGOs. The Government identifies relevant sectors that need support, formulates 
conducive policy and spends a significant amount on the social sector. What business brings to 

the table is its ability to take on higher, balanced risk backed by managerial expertise, which can 
bring about the most pertinent transformations required today. Securing services of ‘basic needs’ 

such as water, sanitation, housing and education for a vast majority of the population remains a 

pressing need even in 2014. 
 

Looking at the efficacy in delivery of the last mile by the ‘third sector’ (NGOs), and their inherent 
capability to connect with communities and execute large projects on ground, this makes an 

excellent combination for accelerated social impact. 

 
Being responsible: With the Ministry of Corporate Affairs releasing the much awaited CSR rules, 

corporate boards are putting together robust CSR policies, which will be central to equitable, 
inclusive and sustainable growth. Such policies would need to look at strategies which are action-

oriented, concise, easy to communicate, aspirational and global in nature, in the sense of being 
simple to replicate. 

 

However, most importantly, the CSR policies would need to resonate with the values that an 
organisation believes in. Integrating CSR principles within the core business operations is critical 

for business sustenance. Corporate boards would need to assume the responsibility of effective 
implementation of its CSR vision. Since the Act specifies induction of independent directors, there 

is a potential to make them responsible for the CSR policy which in turn creates a need for robust 

training and sensitising them on these issues.  
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The guidelines of CSR expenditure of 2 per cent of average profits in last three years also throws 
up a challenge in appropriate channelising of funds, defining results, measuring impact, focusing 

on core competencies, maximising resource utilisation and core competencies without losing sight 
of the overall development goals. We have seen great corporate examples in India who have 

applied a holistic approach that is unique, scalable and replicable. However, going forward, a 

multiplier effect is much needed to achieve our developmental objectives year on year. Financial 
institutions are uniquely placed as they are connected across sectors given their intermediary role 

in an economy. Banking, financial services and insurance (BFSI) sector can influence economic 
outcomes through the capital that they infuse in the market. 

 
Bank on them: Therefore, by assuming the role of a CSR catalyst the BFSI sector would have a 

far greater influence on wider economic, social and environmental objectives, thus mainstreaming 

CSR and sustainability Proactively investing into social sectors, innovating financial products and 
services for the bottom of the pyramid, integrating environmental and social aspects into lending 

decisions and training its own human capital   to be CSR professionals would be a role that BFSI 
sector could carve for itself.  

 

With huge CSR funds that would be pumped into the development sector, BFSI as a conduit of 
financial efficiencies may leverage this strength to build financial and non financial efficiencies 

within NGOs and social enterprises. In this new scenario, credible training assumes a vital role as 
there is a lack of professional resources with the ability to deliver the CSR that is demanded by 

India Inc today. This clearly emerges as a business opportunity for social enterprises. With the 
mandate of CSR being formally introduced to the dashboard of the boards of companies in India, 

strengthening independent director course curriculum is critical.  

 
With the world moving towards Sustainable Development Goals, from the Millennium 

Development Goals, a ‘business-like’ approach to developmental issues may ensure a 
secure and realistic solution to sustainable development in India, given that our 

country has framed a “first to the world” CSR mandate for India Inc with wholesome 

social transformation as its key objective. 

 

 
What would a fair UN climate change deal look like? 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://www.rtcc.org/2014/08/22/what-would-a-fair-un-
climate-change-deal-look-like/ .  
 
 Almost anyone involved with the UN climate change negotiations agrees that a plan to limit 

warming to 2C above pre-industrial levels needs to be fair and effective. 

 
The problem comes when you ask negotiators or civil society representatives what that actually 

means. 

 
What, using UN parlance, does an equitable solution to prevent dangerous levels of global 

warming look like on a country-by-country level? 
 

Policy wonks will talk of historical responsibility, climate justice, the right to development, political 
will and economic capacity. 

 

This is smoke and mirrors stuff. It’s just about who pays the most, and who cuts the most. 
 

What helps (or makes things harder for politicians seeking an escape route) is that the 
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greenhouse gas emission reductions required have already been detailed by the UN’s climate 

science panel. 
 

While the debate rages, a team of US-based scientists and climate campaigners from the 
Stockholm Environment Institute and EcoEquity have attempted to bypass the political arguments 

by building an “equity calculator”. 

 
Tom Athanasiou from EcoEquity told RTCC it’s based on three main principles: responsibility, 

capacity and need. 
 

The online tool allows users to choose a country, and then input a series of variables to determine 
what levels of emission cuts its negotiating team could deliver in Paris next year. 

 

RTCC has run some calculations for the UK, USA, India and China, detailed below. 
 

EcoEquity plans to release a paper outlining how the calculator can be used at the UN climate 
talks. It will also show the implications for individual countries and their pledges for the 2015 

agreement. 

 
Athanasiou hopes the tool will help independent observers review countries’ emission reduction 

plans when they start to come in early next year. 
 

“We have to accept we are in a bottom up process,” he says, alluding to the process of country 
carbon cuts, which will be decided not by the UN but by national heads of state. 

 

“It gives the negotiations a frame of reference, and allows us to engage with the real dynamics so 
we can build a real review process.” 

 
This is good timing, as early next year the world’s top polluters are expected to reveal the carbon 

cuts they can contribute towards a UN treaty, set to be signed next December in the French 

capital. 
 

But as it stands, that’s all they will have to do. There is little time for a review of pledges or a 
detailed debate over whether they will be sufficient. 

 

This is why some countries have pushed for the UN to set up an Equity Reference Framework 
(ERF) to measure pledges, as suggested in 2011 by China, India, South Africa and Brazil, is 

necessary. 
 

It’s similar to the calculator, and consists of three main elements: who does what, what needs to 
be done, and how this will be assessed by other parties. 

 

Writing in a recently published paper, Lavanja Rajamani from the Centre of Policy Studies in Delhi 
explains why many observers believe this is necessary. 

 
“A purely expert process may not lead to political buy-in,” she says. “A purely diplomatic 

negotiating process may not garner the necessary legitimacy and will suffer from the power 

distortions intrinsic to such a process. 
 

“A hybrid process consisting of such an expert phase and a diplomatic phase offers the most 
promise.” 

 
But with the Eiffel Tower on the horizon, it’s getting late in the day to set up an ERF, which is still 



a concept. 

 
Athanasiou and his colleagues, who define equity as “developmental justice in a carbon 

constrained world”, have consulted with negotiating teams across the development spectrum in 
building the calculator. 

 

They have taken the inputs from leading EU officials, delegates from small island states, the Like 
Minded and BASIC groups, the least developed countries, together with some of the world’s top 

NGOs. 
 

Those conversations, he says, exposed a myriad of fears and deeply held beliefs that have long 
slowed UN negotiations – and are likely to continue to do so. 

 

From the developed world representatives there is paranoia that a hidden agenda is to impose 
carbon cuts so huge they will grind their economies into the dust. 

 
And from developing countries there’s the inverse belief – that no-one really wants to see them 

match the living standards of the West. 

 
But they all point in the same way. Countries need to have faith that any deal will allow them to 

develop, as well as avoid catastrophic climate change, which could have a devastating impact on 
their GDPs in the future. 

 
Athanasiou admits that they have not found an answer that those two groups can live with, but 

he said there had been progress convincing poorer countries that basing a deal purely on 

historical levels of carbon emissions was a non-starter. 
 

“We have spent many hours working together with our friends in the south to establish the 
understanding you could not build a viable ERF on that principle alone. It could not be done and 

would not be fair,” he says. 

 
In her paper, Lavanjani says the ERF seeks a middle way between top-down UN governance and 

national decision-making. 
 

It could be incorporated in a 2015 deal in a range of ways, from full integration with the UN 

process to an optional tool for countries to use. 
 

“As long as there is sufficient momentum generated by civil society and buy-in from groups of 
countries… only a few countries that have serious domestic constraints are likely to opt-out of the 

ERF,” she argues. Lavanjani’s paper is worth reading for an intellectual justification of the ERF. 
 

But on a practical level, the calculator Athanasiou has developed helps bring the dilemmas facing 

negotiators to the masses. 

 

 
No anti-dumping duties on imports of solar cells and modules: Indian 
government lets deadline lapse 
  
 In a major relief to the solar sector, the Ministry of Finance (MoF) has not acted upon the 

recommendations made by the Ministry of Commerce (MoC) for imposing anti-dumping duties on 

import of solar cells and modules. No official communiqué has been issued by the MoF yet but the 
deadline of 22nd August 2014 for acting upon the recommendations has gone by. 



  
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) under the current minister, Piyush Goyal, is 
known to have played a key role in ensuring that the duties were not enforced. In an interactive 

session held on Friday (22ndAugust 2014) between the new minister, ministry officials and 
stakeholders from the developer and manufacturing community, a very clear message that came 

out was, current capacity of domestic manufacturing is not large enough to cater to the ambitious 

plans of the new government and that the government is not willing to wait for domestic 
manufacturing to grow before increasing the size of the market. Instead, the government is going 

to focus on growing the market and using that to promote domestic manufacturing. Bridge To 
India believes that such a pragmatic approach is best for the market. 
  
Now that the anti-dumping hurdle is out of the way, the Indian government can focus on its own 

ambitious plans. During Mr. Goyal’s speech on 22nd August 2014, it became apparent that, he 

considers the current policy framework and industry strength does not match up to the solar 
installation targets that the government is keen to achieve. The minister conveyed that the new 

government wants to see 5-7 GW of additional solar PV installations per year. 
  
In a bid to bypass the perceived shortcomings in the current market, MNRE is mooting the 

concept of Renewable Generation Obligations (RGO) to bring the large traditional power 
generators into the solar market. The National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), that shared 

the dais with the ministry officials in the meeting, has already been brought on board and is 
planning to build over 3,000 MW of solar capacity in the next years.           On behest of the 

MNRE, NTPC has agreed to use domestic modules for their projects. Due to the limited cell and 
module capacity available in the country, NTPC will start off with a 250 MW project. A tender for 

procurement for this project can be expected as early as next month. 
  
If India makes a move towards an RGO model to drive solar demand, it might prove to be bad 

news for independent power producers (IPPs) in the utility scale solar market. This opinion was 
re-iterated by the developers present at Friday’s meeting who called for a more ‘democratic and 

organic’ growth in the market by limiting the capacities constructed by a single player. Bridge To 

India believes that the solution to this problem also lies in growing the solar pie, which the 
government appears to be aware of. 
  
The rooftop and off-grid market were not discussed in detail in the meeting and we 

still do not know the government’s perspective on them. The minister has, however, 

promised to ensure that the funds from the National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF) would be directed 
to MNRE. Until now, the funds have almost completely been transferred to offset India’s fiscal 

deficit. We still await details on how the Indian government wants bring solar into the 
off grid market to power the millions of unserved households. 

 

 
Growing Awareness of Climate Change in India 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://bit.ly/1tyN5nU 

 
India increasingly sees the local impacts of climate change and growing coal use. The biggest 

climate impact has been on changing weather patterns in South Asia. Over the last 50 years, 

rising temperatures have led to a nearly 10 percent reduction in the duration and rainfall levels of 
the annual monsoons that are vital to nearly all Indian agriculture.  

 
Moreover, the receding Himalayan glaciers threatens the country’s vital water supply. In addition, 

rising sea levels have put hundreds of millions of Indians at risk in low-lying population centers in 
the Kolkata and Chennai metropolitan regions—a reality brought home during the devastating 

http://bit.ly/1tyN5nU


2004 tsunami. 

 
So Indians now take climate change more seriously. Dr. Rajendra Pachauri, head of the Energy 

and Resources Institute in New Delhi, has become a global spokesman for the cause. For a 
decade, he has headed the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change—the UN-backed research 

body that collects and reviews the scientific evidence that human activity has been the main 

contributor to climate change and little by little, his fellow Indians have begun to take notice. 
 

Perhaps most surprising to Pachauri was the phone call he received from Narendra Modi in 2009, 
then chief minister of Gujarat. Modi called to request a briefing on climate change. Pachauri was 

suspicious, but he agreed to host Modi and several top advisors for a two-day seminar. Modi 
returned home to Gujarat with the zeal of a convert. He launched the first state-level ministry to 

address the issue and promoted the use of renewables, especially solar. For Modi this is a moral 

issue as we don’t have a right to exploit what belongs to future generations. We are only allowed 
to milk the earth, not to kill it.  

 
Modi and Global Climate Leadership: How will the new government proceed on 

climate change?  

At the central level, Mr. Modi has already taken two dramatically important steps: he has 
streamlined energy decision-making, and also environmental decision-making. India’s Ministry of 

Environment and Forests is now the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change.  
 

Internationally, the challenge for Modi will be the upcoming UN Special Summit on Climate 
Change – and India’s negotiating stance in the next Paris meeting of the UN climate negotiation 

in 2015.  

 
Historically, India has held fast to “equity” – that is, an emphasis on the industrial world’s historic 

role as the greatest greenhouse gas polluter and contributor to global warming, and India’s still 
relatively low per-capita emissions.  

 

Indians are reluctant to lay down any national goals for greenhouse gas emissions as that would 
sacrifice the nation’s international sovereignty in a legal sense and inhibit its economic growth.  

 
India can still be mindful of those objectives. Yet it now faces growing domestic attention to 

climate change impacts, as well as a more complex international picture. The United States has 

signalled that it will implement ambitious greenhouse gas regulations, and China appears to be 
doing the same.  

 
If Modi wants to project an image of an India “that actively engages with the world” and which 

wants to lead, as he said in his inaugural address, he may be willing to go beyond old-line climate 
change talking points.  

 

Internationally, Prime Minister Modi has an opportunity for India to step forward to lead a new 
low-carbon approach to development – and in the process to demonstrate that India can be a 

global environmental leader without sacrificing economic growth. 

 

 
How climate change will alter life in India in 2030: hotter weather, more 
dengue. Latest Asian Development Bank report predicts less rice in south 
India and a severe water deficit across the country. 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://scroll.in/article/675466/How-climate-change-will-

http://scroll.in/article/675466/How-climate-change-will-alter-life-in-India-in-2030:-hotter-weather,-more-dengue


alter-life-in-India-in-2030:-hotter-weather,-more-dengue .  
Monsoon floods over the past couple of weeks have killed at least 28 people in north India, more 
than a 100 in Nepal and displaced thousands of people living in the region.  And in coming years, 

climate change is only going to make water-related hazards in the Himalayas much worse, the 
latest Asian Development Bank report warns. The bank predicts that South Asian countries will 

witness an average economic loss of 1.8% of GDP by 2050, a number that will shoot up to 8.8% 

in 2100. 
 

It might be difficult to think ahead of the turn of the century, but here’s a picture of what life in 
India will look like in 2030. As most of India gets warmer by between 1.5 and 2 degrees Celsius, 

the country will be battling a water shortage. If the world takes some action to control carbon 
dioxide and emissions are moderate for the next decade and a half, then Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Nepal and Sri Lanka will all get more water in 2030 from more rainfall. In India, however, the 

amount of rainfall will vary drastically across the country. It will be dramatically higher in some 
areas but leave other areas in drought. Higher temperatures will also increase evaporation across 

river basins leaving us with a water deficit. 
 

In Mizoram, Manipur and Madhya Pradesh temperatures are likely to be more than 2 degree 

Celsius higher on average. After its searing hot summers, Delhi will get nearly 40% less rain than 
it does now. Kerala and the northeast will get 20% more. 

 
All this fluctuation in temperatures and rainfall will affect India’s all-important agricultural activity, 

especially growing rice. A temperature rise of 1 degree lowers the yield of rice but higher carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere, as expected under global warming, helps rice to grow. The ADB 

analysis shows that while the North East will see a bump in rice production, there will be 5% less 

rice grown in the southern states 
 

If global emissions remain moderate, aided by some mitigation action around the world, 
temperatures over South Asia are expected to increase less than one degree Celsius by 2030. 

Even so incidences of dengue and diarrhoea will rise but Indians would be less afflicted by 

malaria in this scenario. With all these troubles and despite all its advances in technology, India 
could still expect to have an energy shortfall of 5 percent if there is no change in climate action. 

India will need to spend up to $8 billion to adapt to this shortage. 

 

 
India: Last Man Standing in Paris? 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2014/08/26/india-last-man-standing-paris/  

 
India may be “the last man standing in Paris”, said former union environment minister Jairam 
Ramesh, referring to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) meet in Paris 

in December next year, which will mark the culmination of protracted negotiations which began in 

Copenhagen in 2009. 
 

Ramesh was speaking at the opening of a recent conference on Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development: Equity and the post 2015 Challenge at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences in 

Mumbai. 
 

“All the gains between 2009 and 2011 on the international front have been negated by our 

ostrich-like stance,” he said, adding that India was “inflexible and moralistic”.  It was a 
“disastrous route, dangerous internationally”. 

 
He questioned why India was making common cause with the US and China, as well as OPEC 

http://scroll.in/article/675466/How-climate-change-will-alter-life-in-India-in-2030:-hotter-weather,-more-dengue
http://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2014/08/26/india-last-man-standing-paris/


countries like Saudi Arabia and the Latin American bloc of Bolivia, Cuba, Nicaragua and others. 

 
The next year will be a milestone because it will mark an international compact based on the 

world not exceeding a rise of 2⁰C from pre-industrial levels. What is more, countries will move 

from Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the deadline for which is 2015, to Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

 
He believed that a top-down approach on climate, as exemplified in carbon budgets where 

countries have surpluses or deficits, would not work. He favoured a bottom-up process with a 

pledge and review for each country. 
 

While the MDGS were only applicable to developing countries, the SDGs applied to all. Sustainable 
development was important because nations could not follow the “grow now, pay later” approach 

due to climate change. There was the demographic factor, with India’s population growing by a 

third of its current size in 35 years and only declining after 2075. 
 

While India had been championing equity among nations when it came to climate change, it 
would be taken more seriously if it had addressed this domestically and linked it to development, 

said D. Raghunandan, President of the All India People’s Science Network. Lavanya Rajamani of 
the New Delhi-based Centre for Policy Research said, “India uses equity as a shield, not as a 

sword.” 

 
The US had not fixed carbon emission mitigation targets for itself aspirationally and did not 

distinguish between developed and developing nations. “India and the US will lead the race to the 
bottom,” Raghunandan believed. 

 

Raghunandan agreed with Ramesh that India was isolating itself internationally. Other countries 
like the Africa group, island states and the Least Developed Countries were “astonished at the 

country’s ostrich-like stance” for not allying with them. 
 

Ramesh argued that there should be a “trajectory correction”. The government operated in silos 
and the only integrative body was the Planning Commission, which is now being dismantled. The 

12th Five-Year Plan had enshrined sustainable growth, and one of the commission’s last acts was 

to cite a low-carbon strategy. 
 

The onus of being the climate deal-breaker was put on the US by Indrajit Bose, who represents 
the Third World Network, based in New Delhi. “The US too has stuck to its traditional stand of 

‘inaction’ since the beginning of the negotiations,” he said. “It will not take action unless India 

and China would do so; American lifestyles are ‘non-negotiable’ and it treats all countries equally 
rather than equitably. It is also firmly against any determination of an aggregate target for 

developed countries for emissions reductions, insisting that no one can tell them what it must 
do.” 

 
“The US was the biggest historical cumulative emitter in the world and the largest emitter until a 

few years ago. And yet it has committed to the least emissions reductions: 17% of emissions 

reduction over 2005 levels translates to about 3% over 1990 levels. Is that enough? Of the 
cumulative global emissions, until 2009, developed countries accounted for 72% compared to 

their share of population of about 25%. 
 

“While the carbon budget approach which is premised on historical responsibility and per capita 

principles will benefit India and China and is actually the principled approach with a top-down 
approach, developed countries are hell-bent on ignoring historical responsibility and resistant to 

any top-down approach of this kind. Worst of all, we must not fall victims to the propaganda of 



the West – with those who place blame on developing countries and resort to tactics of isolation, 

demonizing and divide and rule.” 
 

Low-carbon inclusive growth possible 
Analysts are working on how India could adopt a low-carbon inclusive growth strategy for energy 

and climate security. Sudhir Chella Rajan of IIT Madras told the TISS conference: “On the basis of 

a detailed bottom-up scenario-based analysis, it appears possible for India to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions to 2005 levels by 2030 and also provide modern energy services to 

more than half its population who are currently unserved or under-served in this regard.” 
 

He described how India was a highly stratified society, actually 10.5 [many] countries in one, 
where the top 5% consumers, earning $20,000 a year, approximated half the population of 

Russia which has such an income; 65% of the population had an income of $2,500 a year, while 

the bottommost 30% earned $500. 
 

According to Rajan’s scenario, this would be corrected by “having to focus on providing energy 
services to at least the bottom 50 million or so households by providing LPG (liquefied petroleum 

gas) or advanced electric cook stoves where feasible, access to electricity for lighting, water, 

sanitation services, improved access to services in urban areas (involving changes in land-use and 
transport), improved agricultural services, and so on. 

 
“India could rightfully occupy the moral high ground in the international community by arguing 

that it is meeting its development objectives and playing a key role (over and above its 
responsibility) in reducing the risk of global climate change,” he said. 

 

“India could also press for recognition of the carbon debt under one of the more familiar equity 
schemes, such as historical responsibility and ability to pay, while claiming up to about 200 

gigatonnes of carbon (GtC) surplus emissions that could be sold on the international carbon 
market.” 

 

The TISS conference called for wide-ranging consultations before the Indian government adopted 
its position for Paris. Government negotiators have asked UNFCCC to have a draft Paris treaty 

ready by the end of November this year, so that it can be discussed during the next UNFCCC 
summit, scheduled in the Peruvian capital Lima this December. India’s official stance is due to be 

ready by April next year. Delegates to the TISS conference said the focus of India’s strategy 

should be on removing the vulnerability to climate change of the most marginalised. 
 

India should also play a leadership role in articulating the demands of the South. Indian actions 
must be predicated on actions of developed countries, which must make the deep cuts that 

developing countries expect. 
 

India should, as part of the global community, be prepared to be part of the solution, not part of 

the problem, participants pointed out. 

 

 
U.S. Leadership in Climate Change Starts with India 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://bit.ly/1AWZ9Sn .  
 

India presents a prime example for how the United States must engage with climate change and 
energy. As a developing and energy-poor country, Indian leaders face strong temptations to use 

carbon-based fuels in their search for economic growth and energy prosperity.  
 

http://bit.ly/1AWZ9Sn


However, India cannot avoid the effects of carbon emissions as it faces the reality of a changing 

climate. If the country wants to grow, reduce poverty and avoid severe climate costs at the same 
time, it has to engage with the West to move away from carbon-based fuels.  

 
The U.S. has a strong opportunity to support green energy growth in India, and in so doing, 

improve its own strategic position and the future stability of our climate.  

 
The U.S. cannot stop there; it will also have to take the lead in creating new arrangements for 

energy security at the global level.  
 

There are several options on the table, suggested by leading climate scholars, and although these 
proposals may be based on different principles and policies, they all align on three critical points: 

they begin with the most important economies and work their way outward, they require 

diplomatic innovation and they need the leadership of the United States. 

 

 
WHO guidance to protect health from climate change through health 
adaptation planning 
 
The complete article is available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=66678 .  
 
To aid the process of integrating climate-related health issues into the UNFCCC’s National 

Adaptation Plan (NAP) framework, the World Health Organisation has created this guide aimed at 

decision makers involved in the planning of adaptation actions for health and climate.  
 

The guide is designed to ensure that the iterative management of the health risks associated with 
climate change is integrated into the assessment, identification, prioritisation, and implementation 

of adaptation options, as well as the monitoring and evaluation, included in the NAP process. 
 

The document begins with an overview of the NAP process and the purpose of this guidance, 

before discussing the Health National Adaptation Process (HNAP), proposed here as the health 
component of the NAP process, one which should include a detailed health adaptation plan with 

specific national goals, time frames, and dedicated resources.  
 

The principles of the HNAP, which follows that for the overall NAP process, is then discussed, as 

well as key concepts in health adaptation to climate change. 
 

The majority of the report then consists of the 12 steps of the HNAP, grouped into four different 
categories: 

 Laying the groundwork and addressing gaps in undertaking the HNAP process is the focus of 

steps one to three. These include the aligning of the health adaptation planning process with 
the national process for developing a NAP, taking stock of available information, and 

identifying and addressing capacity gaps and weaknesses. 
 HNAP preparatory elements described in steps four to six concern the conducting of health 

assessments, reviewing implications of climate change on health-related strategies and 
policies, and developing a national health adaptation strategy that identifies priority 

adaptation options. 

 Steps seven and eight focus on implementation strategies, namely developing an 
implementation strategy for operationalising HNAPs and integrating climate change 

adaptation into health-related planning at all levels, and promoting coordination and synergy 
with the NAP process, respectively. 

 Finally, reporting, monitoring, and review make up the final three steps, highlighting the need 

to assess progress, effectiveness, and gaps, the need to update the health component of the 

http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=66678


NAPs in an iterative manner, and the use of reporting on progress and effectiveness in HNAP 

outreach efforts. 

 

 
Sensitisation programme prepares councilors in Kolkata (India) to respond to 
climate change 
 Already now among the top ten cities with the highest exposure to flooding (according to an 

OECD paper of 2008), Kolkata’s vulnerability to climate change is expected to increase even 
further. In an effort to develop a low carbon and climate resilient Kolkata, the Corporation has 

identified capacity building at the local level as one of the most pressing needs to be addressed. 
  

Funded by the British High Commission, the ‘Sensitisation Programme for Kolkata 
Municipal Corporation (KMC) Councilors and Members of Mayor-in-Council on Climate 

Change’ project aims to fill this capacity gap, and enhance KMC’s local officials’ overall 

understanding of climate change; the focus of the initiative will be on challenges, opportunities, 
and success factors for mainstreaming low carbon and climate resilient thinking and interventions 

into policy and practice. Read more. 

 

 
Power, Gender and Fossil-fuel Subsidy Reform in India  

 

The article is available at: http://www.iisd.org/publications/power-gender-and-fossil-fuel-subsidy-
reform-india  

 
This paper explores the link between fossil-fuel subsidies and gender in India. It focuses on the 

likely gender impacts of reform across cooking, lighting, pumping and transport fuels. Research 
finds subsidies have provided little benefit to the rural population and to the poor, especially to 

two thirds of people who rely on biomass for cooking. Reform of subsidies should mitigate 

negative impacts of reform for women, and rather increase access to sustainable energy and 
empowerment of women. Benefit transfer schemes, designed to compensate fuel users, have not 

reached women due to a lack of financial inclusion. The report describes existing efforts around 
gender budgeting within the energy sector, and analyses available time-use and energy 

household survey data. 

     
Many thanks to all who contributed to this issue of Update! 

  
If you have items to feature in the Updates, please send it to Solution Exchange for the Climate 

Change Community at : se-clmt@solutionexchange-un.net.in 
 

Disclaimer:  In posting messages or incorporating these messages into synthesized responses, the 
UN accepts no responsibility for their veracity or authenticity.  Members intending to use or 

transmit the information contained in these messages should be aware that they are relying on 
their own judgment. 
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