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DESCRIPTION OF THE PRGRAMME

PROGRAMME TITLE
Supporting Resilient Livelihoods and 
Food Security in Yemen Joint Pro-
gramme ERRY II.

TIMEFRAME 
March 2019 to Feb 2022

PARTICIPATING UN AGENCIES
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), International Labour Organization (ILO),
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and World Food Programme (WFP)

SECTOR
Resilience, Livelihood & Food Security.

TOTAL BUDGET EU & SID
CONTRIBUTION

USD 51.8 M

BENEFICIARIES (NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
OR TARGET GROUPS)

740,404 di-

rect beneficiaries from vulnerable peo-
ple in six governorates in Yemen.
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GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE 
(GOVERNORATES)
Hajjah, Hodeidah, Lahj, Abyan,
Taiz and Sana’a
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PROJECT SUMMARY: 
Supporting Resilient Livelihoods and Food Security in Yemen Joint Programme (ERRY 

II) is a three-year programme co-financed by EU and Sida. It was implemented in Yemen 

by the Food and Agriculture Organization FAO), International Labour Organization (ILO), 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and World Food Programme (WFP) in 

six vulnerable governorates: Hajjah, Hodeidah, Lahj, Abyan, Taiz and Sana’a.

THE OVERALL OBJECTIVE:
of the programme is to contribute to reduced vulnerability and strengthened resilience of 

crisis affected rural communities in Yemen through the creation of sustainable livelihoods 

and improving access to basic services. 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE (OUTCOME):
Crisis affected communities are better able to manage local risks and shocks for
increased resilience and self-reliance.

THE JOINT 
PROGRAMME 
ACHIEVED THE 
FOLLOWING 
RESULTS OVER 
THE IMPLEMENTATION 
TIMEFRAME:
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Community livelihoods, productive assets and food security are 
improved to strengthen resilience and self-reliance;

OUTPUT 1
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Vulnerable communities benefit from solar energy for sustainable 
livelihoods 

OUTPUT 2



7 ERRYII JP Progress Brief – Issue 62022

Communities and local authorities have enhanced capacities to re-
spond to conflict- and gender-sensitive needs. are better able to 
manage local risks and shocks for increased resilience and self-re-
liance.

OUTPUT 3
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COMPONENTS
OFTHE
PROGRAMME:

Local 
Governance 

Social 
Cohesion

Food 
Assistance 
for Assets

Solar
 Energy

Livelihood 
and 

Emergency 
Employment

Skills and 
Entrepreneurship 

Development

Agriculture Value 
Chain Skills and 

Entrepreneurship 
Development
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OVERALL
PROGRESS TOWARDS 
THE OBJECTIVE:

710,000 beneficiaries (45% women) have benefited directly from the various programme 

interventions and improved their livelihoods, food security, income level and capacity for 

resilience building.

OUTPUT 

ONE:
COMMUNITY LIVELIHOODS AND PRODUCTIVE ASSETS ARE IMPROVED 
TO STRENGTHEN RESILIENCE AND SELF RELIANCE.

AGRICULTURAL VALUE CHAIN

• 10,100 smallholder farmers provided with sorghum & millet seeds to produce staple ce-
real grains and livestock fodder
• 11,225 farmers trained on sorghum/millet, tomato, milk and coffee value chains, livestock 
fattening & health, dairy product processing and marketing.
• 3,500 smallholder farmers supported with high quality tomato seeds & fertilizers.
• 4,750 smallholder farmers benefited from Farmer Field School.
• 16,500 livestock farmers provided with wheat bran to improve milk production and 
small-scale backyard sheep/goat fattening business
• 2,184 dairy producers supported with small, assorted milk equipment, and 6 dairy pro-
cessing units rehabilitated
• 38,140 livestock farmers benefited from the treatment & vaccination of 600,000 sheep/
goat and 100,000 cattle.
  

Household income increased and food security improved
Crop production and productivity improved due to improved seeds and practices
Livestock productivity and milk quality and quantity increased
Farmers & livestock producers gained new skills
54% of targeted beneficiaries under AVC are women
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CALLS FOR 
INCREASED 
SUPPORT 
TO YEMEN’S 
AGRICULTURE 
SECTOR AS FAO 
MARKS WORLD 
FOOD DAY IN 
YEMEN

,,

CALLS FOR INCREASED SUPPORT TO YEMEN’S AGRICULTURE SECTOR AS 
FAO MARKS WORLD FOOD DAY IN YEMEN

28 October 2021, Sana’a– Under ERRYII Joint Programme, The Food and Agriculture Orga-

nization of the United Nations (FAO) joined the Ministry of Agriculture in Yemen to celebrate 

World Food day at a colorful event held at the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences in Lahj Gover-

norate. The event, commemorated under the theme «Our actions are our future - better pro-

duction, better nutrition, a better environment and a better life», was graced by the Governor 

of Lahj  & the deputy minister for Agriculture and Production Development Sector, among 

other government officials from the governorate.

Exhibition pavilions featured success stories of improved agriculture value chains from inter-

ventions implemented by FAO under a programme titled «Supporting Resilient Livelihoods 

and Food Security in Yemen (ERRY II)», funded by the European Union (EU) and the Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA). Under the project, FAO supported 

dairy producers, mainly women, with modern dairy processing equipment, provided in tan-

dem with training in food standards and hygiene and in how to make a wider variety of dairy 

products such as baladi cheese – a popular white cheese commonly used in Yemen dishes 

but previously imported. The World Food Day celebrations gave these women a chance to tell 

the success stories of their thriving dairy businesses, as well as to promote the various dairy 

products that they are now producing.
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CALLS FOR 
INCREASED 
SUPPORT 
TO YEMEN’S 
AGRICULTURE 
SECTOR AS FAO 
MARKS WORLD 
FOOD DAY IN 
YEMEN

FOOD ASSISTANCE FOR ASSETS
• 18,695 participants in Food for Assets interventions 

• 89,917 Direct Beneficiaries

• 107,780 Indirect Beneficiaries

• 195 community-based assets restored and/or established

• 7,614,051 Total amount of cash transferred to targeted beneficiaries.

• 195 Community Assets are being Restored, different type of Assets, 

23 Schools
5 Agricultural and land protection activities
4 Environmental activities
3 Health facilities
49 Roads constructed and rehabilitated 
8 Sanitation activities 
68 water sources that has been restored and constructed to provide water to the targeted communities  
10 shelters. 

67% of population in the target communities reported benefiting from enhanced 
livelihood through FFA.
Access to food and cash has been improved.
BNFs food security & coping strategies have been enhanced.
Access to clean and adequate water, health services have been reported improved.

DELIVERY ROOM CONSTRUCTION IN TUBAN DISTRICT
Intervening in the construction of the health facility in Tuban district , Lahj governorate 

has enabled 550 household living in this district to have the privilege to primary health 

services as well as provide direct benefits to local community who has contributed to 

build the facility. The cash assistance provided to these participants has also given many 

vulnerable people living these rural areas an opportunity to have a sustainable source of 

income that contributes to cover their food needs as well as save money that were utilized 

as a starting capital for their own businesses. 

“The health centre used to have merely two rooms and limited primary health care services 

that were provided to the community members. Pregnant women used to travel long dis-

tance to get their regular pregnancy care,” Kukab, a midwife in Al Serdah explained

ERRYII joint programme through WFP and their Partner Care International has contribut-

ed to alleviating the suffering of people living in this district by working with local com-

munities to construct a delivery room that were fully equipped to provide quality service 

to all women living in Tuban district. 

“I feel happy that all women can now get a great service without the need to travel to the 

city. Women now get all prenatal care while pregnant and that help moms and their ba-
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SHORT TERM EMPLOYMENT & SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
(3X6 APPROACH) SKILLS & INTER DEVELOPMENT
• 6,798 beneficiaries participated in CFW activities.

• 37 community market assets restored benefitting 100,000 individuals. 

• 6,855 CFW beneficiaries have been trained on life skills and business management.

• 67,980 Working days of employment were created.

• $142,020 Total amount of cash saved by CFW beneficiaries.

• 4,012 CFW beneficiaries established their own microbusinesses worth of $2,407,200.

Established micro-enterprises increased income & created sustainable livelihood op-
portunities for targeted groups
97% of the established micro-enterprises are active and generate profits
Rehabilitation of markets created a positive impact by improving access to markets 
for vulnerable enterprises
Around 35% of beneficiaries are women

DELIVERY ROOM 
CONSTRUCTION IN 
TUBAN DISTRICT 
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BASSMA›S
PASSION
“I realized, nothing is impossible,” Bassima declares. “Not only did this project econom-

ically empowered me, but also gave me a leading role in my household. Now, I can say 

that I am a decision-maker. I can study whenever I want, I work out of the house late at 

night if necessary, and most importantly, I plan for my future independently,” she an-

nounces happily.,”

Bassima was working as a volunteer midwife in one of the village clinics, a half hour walks 

from her home. after she successfully completed a three-year diploma in midwifery, Bas-

sima struggle to equip her maternity clinic and start her career, but she never gave up 

hope. Bassima joined a 10-day training course on business management, and then re-

ceived a US$ 600 seed grant to purchase equipment for her clinic. Now, she helps deliver 

10 babies per month, charging only what the family can afford unconditional fee. 

SKILLS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT
• 1,822 trainees improved employ-ability skills through apprenticeship scheme in 11 highly 

demanded vocations.

• 68 ToTs trained on business training packages (MFB & semiliterate), who have trained 

3,500 final BNF.

• 207 farmers & agriculture producing group members were trained on cooperatives; 35 

local trainers trained on ILO cooperative training package (THINK COOP & START COOP).

• 370 rural women farmers were trained on entrepreneurship skills.

• 10 CBT curricula were developed on highly demanded vocations .

• 955 master craftsperson’s trained on learning methodologies under apprenticeship scheme.

41% of the targeted beneficiaries are women
90% improvement of technical skills for apprentices based on on-the-job training. 
85% of apprentices considering apprenticeship as a means to gainful employment.
72 % of apprentices who graduated from apprenticeship scheme engaged in income 
generating activities through wage employment or self-employment.
67% of population in the target communities reported benefiting from enhanced liveli
hood through FFA
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THE WAR

FORCED
THOUSANDS OF WOMEN TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES IN ORDER TO FIND SUIT-
ABLE SOURCES OF INCOME TO SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN.

In light of the interruption of salaries for more than 7 years in a row, and the scarcity of job 
opportunities available in the Yemeni labor market, Huda found herself facing a forced choice 
to leave the house and head towards the labor market, in search of a job. Generating -income 
sources to meet the necessary requirements of their families.
Huda was selected to join the apprenticeship training program - in Almarrawieah district Ho-
deida governorate. She was distinguished among her colleagues by her keenness to gain 
all necessary skills to professionally master the embroidery, cloth designing. Indeed, Huda 
was able, through the theoretical and practical training to acquire the craft of Embroidery, 
cloth designing and dress making skills, producing different clothing products and distribut-
ing them to the local market.  
Huda also participated in the bazaar Expo that arranged by YLDF in partnership with ILO 
and the support from local authorities in Al-Marraweiah district. The bazzar expo aimed at 
promoting products that are produced by beneficiaries of ERRYII joint programme. During 
the Bazzar, Huda managed to market for her products made good profit and had the change 
to meet with different local traders who were interested in her great clothing and designing 
skills.
“I am happy that I have started my own business, and now I have a sustainable income for me 
and my family. I make good profit. This bazzar has also helped me know more about the local 
market,” Huda explained. I hope very passionate about what I am doing, and hope to improve 
my skills to be able to provide good quality clothing. 
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OUTPUT

TWO:
VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES’ BENEFIT FROM SOLAR ENERGY FOR 
SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS OPPORTUNITIES AND ENHANCED SO-
CIAL SERVICE DELIVERY (UNDP&ILO)

SOLAR ENERGY
• 72 solar-powered vaccine refrigerators installed in health centers, benefiting 60,000 indi-

viduals.

• 112 health facilities, schools and local offices supported with solar systems.

• 9 solar microgrid established.

• 22 dairy productive groups received solar systems.

• 4 solar water irrigation systems established supporting 4 WUAs.

• 1 solar water desalination plant established.

• 3 solar drinking water pumping systems established under synergy with LG and SC compo-

nents. 

• 1 Waste-to-Energy plant established in Lahj benefiting 10,000 individuals.

• 1 waste to energy plant under installation stage in Hodeidah governorate.

• 543 solar micro-enterprises established.

• 713 women and youth received vocational training in solar system installation.

• 7,560 HHs supported with solar household solutions.

• 1 online platform has been launched to support mapping on solar energy intervention at 

national working group.

• 1 local assembly initiative launched to produce Solar Home Systems solutions. 

• 1 local assembly initiative launched to produce solar Tuk Tuks from local resources. 

23 need assessment & hybrid designs for solar energy solutions at COVID-19 isolations centers.

he provision of solar systems to public facilities improved their operation and enhanced  
access to public services
Solar interventions contribute to job and income creation, improved livelihoods, and envi
ronmental protection
Provision of free access to uninterrupted energy helped second and third line of health in
stitutions to better deal with COVID 19 challenges
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OUTPUT

THREE:
COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES HAVE ENHANCED CA-
PACITIES TO RESPOND TO CONFLICT AND GENDER SENSITIVE PRI-
ORITIES NEEDS.

SOCIAL COHESION
• 140 insider mediators recruited and trained to facilitate peaceful conflict resolution.

• 4 gender-sensitive conflict analysis conducted.

• 37 community dialogues conducted.

• 29 Community conflict-mitigating initiatives implemented.

• 5 gender and conflict sensitivity trainings conducted.

Conflict-mitigating initiatives contributed to reducing conflicts over scarce resources and 
resuming suspended projects
Conflict-mitigating initiatives contributed to reducing conflicts over scarce resources and 
resuming suspended projects
Conflict-mitigation initiatives enhanced solidarity among the displaced, returnees and 
host communities.
Dialogue sessions contributed to building trust and reducing upcoming conflicts

LOCAL GOVERNANCE
• 57 Sub District Committees were established.

• 57 community resilience plans developed at sub-district level.

• 195 selected priority interventions identified under the community resilience plans.

implemented.

• 285 Sub Districts Development Committees ( SDC) members, including 59 females, 

trained on planning and development.

• 8 District Management Teams were reactivated, trained, and oriented.

• 8 recovery plans, at the district level, were developed.

• 8 District recovery projects implemented.
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war-torn country, Yemen’s infrastructure has been severely damaged, causing tension 

over access to basic services and depriving many of the right to a decent life. 

The residents of Ash Shim’yatayn district in Taiz must travel over difficult mountainous ter-

rain to visit neighboring areas where they can access markets, healthcare, and education 

facilities.

Small-scale project grants indicate significant levels of female engagement in commu
nity   
planning and implementation.
DMTs and SDCs capacities in planning, identifying priority needs, managing and monitor
ing projects improved.
All interviewed SDC members by the TPM indicated that the implemented initiatives  
were of the highest priority for the community.
Implemented initiatives improved the communities access to basic services.

A LIFELINE FOR 23,000 YEMENIS REQUIRES ACCESS TO PUBLIC 
SERVICES

ELYAFA
ROAD
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“We have suffered tremendously because of the ruggedness of Elyafa road. Sadly, wom-

en have been affected the most,” explains 41-year-old Elham, a local resident of Al-Madahej 

sub-district.

One Saturday in late December 2019, Ward – a mother of 10 – suffered a sudden heart attack. 

Her condition was critical, and she required immediate aid, but the nearest health facility was 

25 kilometers away. Without the more than YER 50,000 (approximately US$86) to pay, her 

husband Abdullah could not arrange her transportation. They are a poor family without reg-

ular income. As fear and panic over Ward’s condition settled in, the family knew they had to 

find an alternative; they carried her on a stretcher in a race against time to save her life.Tragi-

cally, Ward lost her struggle while being carried to the hospital. 

Acknowledging the urgent need for critical access for the community, Elyafa Road has been 

paved, serving around 23,000 people and assisting their movement to neighboring areas. 

The Social Fund for Development – with support from the United Nations Development Pro-

gramme (UNDP) – has established and re-activated 72 VCCs and 12 sub-district committees 

(SDCs) in the Ash Shim’yatayn District where the Elyafa Road is located. So far, nine initiatives 

have been supported that have resulted in 2,400 meters of paved roads.
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92 % of interviewed reported increased incomes,

80 % gained new skills such as entrepreneurship skills, installation of solar systems, live

stock care skills, etc.

The results also reveal that the contribution to the improvement of social cohesion of tar

geted communities had reached 81 percent,

64 % of interviewees noticed an improvement in their livelihood. 

90 % were satisfied with the selection process, as it was inclusive of most of the vulnerable 

people in the targeted areas.

98 % stated that the work was suitable for women, and they did not face any challenges 

concerning gender aspects.

EU EVALUATION KEY FINDINGS
Relevancy:

83% bnf found that ERRY II activities were suitable and relevant

79% bnf rated ERRY II services and supports as good 

Effectiveness:

75% responded positively, if their participation in ERRY had any effect on them and/or 

their household in financial terms

71% responded positively, whether they and their family were able to live a decent life 

through the ERRY II support

70% responded positively, if they were able to generate sufficient income with the grants

Sustainability:

Beneficiaries were positive about their chances to continue the business with 88% per

ceived to be able to do so.

TPM KEY FINDINGS:
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EU DELEGATES VISIT 
TO ERRYII JOINT 
PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES 
IN THE SOUTH.

ERRYII Joint Programme organized and an exhibition event during EU Delegates from 

Germany, France Netherland visit to Aden. During the event, the EU delegates met and 

talked with ERRYII Joint Programme beneficiaries learning more about the impact of the 

joint programme on the life of Yemeni people in rural areas. The Four Participating UN 

agencies ( FAO, ILO, UNDP, & WFP) and their implemented partners organized an exhibi-

tion where ERRYII joint programme beneficiaries presented their products and expressed 

how the joint programme has contributed to enhancing their livelihood and food security.

“Thank you to the ERRY team for the impressive demonstration of project activities and 

educational visits to project sites in Lahj. Positive examples of the humanitarian-develop-

ment-peace nexus in action,” Karolina Hedström” Head of Cooperation, EU Delegation to 

Yemen stated. 

The main objective of the visit was to assess needs and monitor ongoing development 

projects to gain a better understanding of ground realities and results achieved by proj-

ects focusing on livelihoods, food security, local governance, economic development, rule 

of law, cultural heritage and environment.

According to EU, the various EU-funded development projects visited that includes ER-
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RYII Joint programme during the mission demonstrated notable results and tangible long-

term benefits in spite of the difficult context and ongoing conflict. The delegation concluded 

that long-term development cooperation in Yemen is an essential complement to ongoing 

humanitarian assistance, in order to promote more sustainable socioeconomic development, 

to alleviate Yemen’s pressing humanitarian needs, and to offer perspective for an improved 

future for the people of Yemen. Development initiatives directly contribute to stabilization, 

capacity building, empowerment of women and youth, and the peaceful resolution of local 

disputes.

ERRYII JP LESSONS LEARNED:
• Enhancing the joint programme interventions Relevancy.

• The importance of linking Humanitarian Interventions with Resilience-Building 

• Enhancing Synergy between Implementing Partners/ Participating UN Agencies. 

• Building a stronger M&E System and Measure changes, Exit Strategies

• The integration and convergence of actions by targeting the same geographical areas

• Utilizing Community Resilience Plans and Sub Districts Committees by all PUNOs

• Enhancing livelihood stabilization and community assets Rehabilitation for better resilience 

building.

• Strengthening the Capacity of Local and Community Institutions, local NGOs

• Increasing Women’s Participation and Economic Empowerment

• Enhancing renewable energy diversification and climate adaptation

• Linking MSMEs with Financial Institutions, Service Providers, and another Private Sector

• Building better Humanitarian, Development and Peace Nexus

• Enhancing Coordination with Local Authorities 
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OUTCOME 3:
Community sustainable livelihoods strengthened through improve productivity, food securi-

ty and income opportunities.

SUPPORTING RESILIENT LIVELIHOODS, FOOD SECURI-
TY AND CLIMATE ADAPTION IN YEMEN - JOINT PRO-
GRAMME ( ERRY III)

OVERALL OBJECTIVE:
Crisis affected communities are better 

able to manage local risks and shocks 

for increased resilience and self-reliance. 

PROGRAMME DURATION: 

March 2022 - February 2025

Total ERRY III Programme Budget: Funded Amount 

(USD 49,378,000)
OUTCOME 1:
Community institutions are strengthened 

and capacitated on gender sensitive re-

silience planning, conflict resolution and 

social cohesion.

OUTCOME 2:
Vulnerable communities’ benefit from 

equal access to clean energy solutions, 

environmental protection, and climate 

adaptive capacity in sustainable manner 
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The European Union (EU) and Sweden’s International Development Cooperation Agency 
(Sida) have contributed new funding totaling US$ 49.37 million to boost resilience, liveli-
hoods, food security, and climate adaptation in  HYPERLINK “https://www.fao.org/emergen-
cies/countries/detail/en/c/161523/”Yemen. The recently signed agreement to support the 
third phase of the Supporting Resilient Livelihoods, Food Security and Climate Adaption in 
Yemen - Joint Programme (ERRY III) covers a three-year period starting in March 2022. 
The programme aims to enhance capacity of crisis-affected communities to manage local 
risks and shocks for increased resilience and self-reliance. Specifically, it will target the most 
vulnerable community groups, including women, the unemployed, youth, marginalized mi-
nority groups, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and stressed host communities. 
The programme will potentially reach nearly 847,000 direct beneficiaries and will be im-
plemented jointly by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), and the World Food Programme (WFP).
Considering the social and cultural barriers rural women face in Yemen, the ERRY III activities 
will also focus on strengthening women’s economic empowerment, including women at all 
stages of implementation, and addressing the specific needs and opportunities for women. 
The UN agencies will work together to ensure that community institutions are strengthened, 
and their capacity is developed around the following focus areas:
Gender sensitive resilience planning, conflict resolution, and social cohesion.
Vulnerable communities’ benefit from equal access to clean energy solutions, environmental 
protection, and climate adaptive capacity in sustainable manner.
Sustainable livelihoods of women and men created through improved production, food se-
curity and income opportunities.

Funded by EU & Sida, The Supporting Resilient Livelihoods, Food Security and Climate Ad-
aptation in Yemen Joint Programme (ERRY III) is a 3 - year programme jointly implemented 
by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Labour Organization (ILO), 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and World Food Programme (WFP).The 
Joint programme aims to reduce vulnerability and strengthen resilience of crisis- affected 
communities in Yemen through creating sustainable livelihoods as well as improving resil-
ience, food security and access to basic services in five vulnerable governorates in Yemen: 
Hajjah, Hodeidah, Lahj, Abyan, Taiz.

UNDP PARTNERSHIP WITH EUROPEAN UNION & 
SWEDEN: SUPPORTING LIVELIHOODS, FOOD SECU-
RITY, AND CLIMATE ADAPTATION IN YEMEN






