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UNDP and Innovation  

 

http://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2014/08/harnessing-the-power-of-big-data.html
http://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2015/05/undp-launches-global-campaign-against-pops-in-geneva.html
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你觉得，当前在中国的创新方面，有着怎样的最热门的趋势？

 

这个创新可以为社会带来什么积极的影响？

 

请输入一个你认为将给社会带来最大积极贡献的创新领域

 

在您看来，在中国关于 这一创新领域的发展氛围如今面临着怎样的帮助或阻碍？

 

当说起 关于其前沿的创新趋

势，你见过或听说过的哪些例

子是让你最为印象深刻的？

Methodology: Wisdom of Crowds 
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1st round: Bilingual 
website survey 

engaging respondents 
on innovation in 

China

Collect data and 
idenitfy major trends

2nd round: Bilingual 
website survey 

engaging respondents 
on 6 major trends

Analyze outputs and 
linkages from second 

round
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Major Innovation Trends in China  
 

Internet of 
Things

38%

Internet 
Banking/E-
Commerce 
and Mobile 
Payments

21%

3D Printing
19%

Mobile 
Applications

15%

Drones
7%

RESPONSES (BY PERCENTAGE)



  

The Future is Made in China  

 



  

The Future is Made in China  

 

3D Printing  
 

Who’s at the Forefront?  

In China, Su Bo, Vice Minister of Industry and Information Technology said that China should 

establish plans to speed up research and development and application of 3D printing technologies. 

When participants were asked to name who was at the forefront of this innovation, a participant 

mentioned the possibility of universities such as Xi’an Jiaotong University. Mr. Lu Bingheng, the 

Dean of the School of Mechanical Engineering at Xi’an Jiaotong University and also known to 

develop the first UV rapid prototyping machine in the world, called 3D printing equipment as an 

“indicator of the dynamic and innovation capability of an economy.” Other universities working 

towards this initiative include Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Tsinghua University 

and Beijing Long Yuan-Automated Fabrication System.  

http://www.wsj.com/articles/how-3-d-printing-is-going-out-of-this-world-1428873155
http://www.wsj.com/articles/how-3-d-printing-is-going-out-of-this-world-1428873155
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2012-12/17/c_132046613.htm
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 

3D 
Printing 

Prototyping low-
cost residential 

housing by printing 
3D parts

Providing easy, cheap 
and convenient 

transportation, such as 
3D printed electronic 

cars/bikes

Producing faster 
and mass quantities 

of medical 
appliances helping 

combat 
illnesses/diseases

Helping promote 
environmental 

protection

Making manicure 
prototypes for 

apparal industries 
helping make better 

products
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Drones

Providing easy and cheap form of 
communication/transportation

Solving problems 
from afar

Reducing 
negative impact 
on environment

Advancing industries 
such as robotics and 

other engineering 
fields

Drones 
 



  

The Future is Made in China  

 



  

The Future is Made in China  

 

Mobile Applications  
 

Who’s at the Forefront?  

According to survey respondents, Tencent and Huateng Ma, also known as Pony Ma, are at the 
forefront of creating high-quality mobile applications. Pony Ma is the Core Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of Tencent, one of China’s largest and most used Internet service portals known 
for its leading internet platforms in China Q (QQ Instant Messenger), WeChat, QQ.com, QQ Games, 
Qzone, 3g.QQ.com, SoSo, PaiPai and Tenpay. These applications have brought together China's 
largest Internet community, to meet the various needs of Internet users including communication, 
information, entertainment, e-commerce and others.  Participants reported Tencent as being the 
most convenient, user-friendly producer of apps, helpful in linking people from all ages and 
creating all-in-one featured apps.  
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Internet of Things   
 

Who’s at the Forefront?  

Participants in the survey believed CINNOVATE Nesta was at the forefront of building 
on the concept of the Internet of Things. The organization’s mission is to support 
change makers, enable cross-sector collaboration, and catalyze effective strategies 
and solutions to tackle social challenges. They want to build “a vibrant social 
innovation ecosystem”.  Some recommendations and work of Nesta with partners 
such as UNDP and Intel can be found in Nesta’s recent publication Rethinking Smart 
Cities from the Ground Up.  
 

https://hbr.org/2013/03/3-d-printing-will-change-the-world
http://www.cinnovate.org/about_en.php
http://www.cinnovate.org/about_en.php
http://www.nesta.org.uk/sites/default/files/rethinking_smart_cities_from_the_ground_up_2015.pdf
http://www.nesta.org.uk/sites/default/files/rethinking_smart_cities_from_the_ground_up_2015.pdf
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Internet 
of 

Things

Increasing 
convenience

Saving time

Increasing 
efficiency of 

organizations 
and individuals

Adopting 
healthier and 

"green" 
lifestyles

Encouraging 
innovative 

thinking
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Internet Banking, E-Commerce and Mobile Payments 
 

Internet banking, 
e-commerce and 
mobile paymets

Increasing flow of money 
and so boosting economic 

development

Zero transportation 
costs as no movement 

of people involved

Enhancing international 
connectivity and 

increasing opportunities 
for collaboration

Convenient and more 
efficient form of 

payment

Who’s at the Forefront?  

As reported, a good example of this happening in China is Alibaba, and the affiliated Ali Pay 
feature, as it rises to become the largest e-commerce and so e-pay company in the world. 
According to the Ali Baba Group, Ali Pay is now teaming up with different countries, with the 
main target countries being high-end tourist places such as Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Last year, the group partnered up with Singapore’s eNets payment service to allow Singaporeans 
to pay for purchases on Taobao Marketplace and Tmall.com using their local bank accounts, 
making more and more payments online and easier. Participants also mentioned how people are 
able to invest in bonds and gold in small amount of money, all through online transactions. Small-
medium enterprises (SMEs) can also get loans from banks within days simply by providing some 
business records. This access to unconventional financing via a digital platform is what makes 
Alibaba a frontrunner in e-commerce.  

http://www.alizila.com/southeast-asia-e-payments-opportunities-abound-alipay
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Snapshot Analysis 
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http://www.bbc.com/news/business-28062071
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