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	China has over 24 million hectares of some of the world’s most unique natural wetlands, supporting an extremely wide range of globally important biological diversity. The use of these wetlands also supplies rice, protein, medicine, energy and raw materials for local communities. However, there used to be a number of barriers to effective conservation of these global wetland biodiversity, including lack of integration of wetland management and biodiversity conservation into development planning and absence of adequate institutional mechanisms for multi-sectoral wetland management. UNDP/GEF “Wetland Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use in China” Project (China Wetland Project) represents a timely response to these challenges aiming at mainstreaming wetland biodiversity conservation into national, provincial and local government decision making and action.
	Though recognized by the UN Convention on Biological Diversity as the principal vehicle through which the objectives of the convention can be achieved, the mainstreaming concept has been relatively poorly understood among many practitioners of wetland conservation. With this in mind, UNDP China, WWF China and Wetland International China Office together with State Forestry Administration jointly organized an international workshop entitled “Mainstreaming Wetland Biodiversity Conservation – Experience and Lessons Learned in Practical Applications of Mainstreaming”. The workshop which was held on December 1 - 4 of 2007 in Yueyang, China, focused on sharing of experiences between wetland conservation communities in China, their counterparts in other countries and international organizations in the practical application of mainstreaming both in wetland management and in relevant sectoral areas such as water resources management. 
	As a formal record of the workshop, this proceeding is divided into seven sections containing 24 chapters elaborating the experiences of mainstreaming approaches, methods, mechanisms and practices for wetland conservation from the perspectives of international organizations such as UNDP, Ramsar Convention and WWF, developed and developing countries and the Chinese side at national and local levels. Chapter One provides a consolidated overview of the workshop itself and of the major themes drawn from the papers that comprise the chapters of this volume. These Proceedings are intended to contribute to the building of knowledge to achieve the strategic objective of mainstreaming biodiversity into production landscapes of the GEF, and mainstreaming environment into sustainable development which is integral to the UNDP Strategic Plan for 2008-2011.
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	Within the Convention we work at international, national and local levels, reflecting the reality that wetlands and their biodiversity cross national boundaries, and that an individual wetland is an integral part of a hydrological basin: what happens in one part of a river system can have fundamental repercussions on other wetlands downstream. Thus mainstreaming under the Convention emphasises the need for cross-sectoral interactions for effective management of wetlands but also the need for cross-border as well as broader international cooperation.
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