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• Recent years have seen record carbon emissions, with levels today the highest 
they have been in over 3 million years. 2020 among the hottest years on record.

• Accelerating pressure on ecosystems, with many pointing to onset of the 6th mass 
extinction of species in the planet’s history

• Record levels of toxic pollution killing millions of people each year and creating 
chronic levels of respiratory illness around the world 

• The cumulative impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss and toxic pollution 
have major consequences for the health of people and planet

• One key implication of global environmental change has been more frequent and 
severe disease outbreaks in recent years

• COVID-19 is a major example, a zoonotic disease spread between animals and 
humans

Humans and Nature - Tipping Points
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Recovery 
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RESPOND

Catalysing a ‘systems shift’ towards a green recovery

RECOVER

Identify and assess risks and opportunities 
through diagnostics and strategy design

Mainstream green solutions into local crisis 
response initiatives and measures

Engage/empower governments, business, communities, citizens 
to leap forward –driving systems and behavioural shifts

Catalyse green investments and fiscal policies to achieve a 
resilient recovery from the pandemic and economic crisis

Build Back 
Better

PREPARE

TRANSFORMATION



BUILD BACK BETTER, 

GREENER & EQUITABLY

NATURE

xxx

• Map hotspots for integrated land use planning and disease- outbreak 

prevention and containment.

• Facilitate improved collaboration between health, agriculture and conservation 

sectors for effective disease control and community support.

• Provide support to government partners and communities within existing nature 

project landscapes

• Sustain livelihoods of vulnerable & at-risk communities

• Minimize negative impacts on conservation progress and community engagement

• Deploy emerging technologies for nature monitoring

• Public outreach on zoonotic diseases

INVEST IN 

NATURE SMART 

RESPONSES

• Nature-based green economic and social stimulus packages
• Prevent future disease outbreaks & reduce their impacts by tackling illegal wildlife trade & 

risks associated with wildlife consumption and farming and by supporting community resilience
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BUILD BACK BETTER, 

GREENER & EQUITABLY

CLIMATE

ASSESSMENTS TO 

STRENGTHEN 

CLIMATE-HEALTH 

NEXUS

• Conduct initial assessments to prepare for green response and recovery

• Assess energy access needs for public health facilities and conduct climate 

change informed, socio-economic assessments to capture interlinked climate and health 

co-vulnerabilities

PREPARE

RESPOND

RECOVER

Evidence-based and stakeholder informed public policy and finance:

• Climate/Disaster Response Infrastructure for COVID-19 Early Warning and health systems 

strengthening

• Adaptive social protection to diversify livelihood opportunities, increase access to 

markets, strengthen value chains, and build resilience within climate sensitive sectors

• Contingency Planning to continue progress on NDCs and Climate Action

INVEST IN CLIMATE 

SMART RESPONSES

• Invest in green recovery: policies to encourage renewable energy, carbon markets, and FFS 

reform. Economic stimulus from green growth and green job creation

• Integrate COVID-19 long-term recovery plans with countries’ long-term strategies

• Invest in and build diversified, sustainable and resilient food and agricultural systems

• Deforestation free value chains; utilize REDD+ to invest in socio-economic recovery that 

promotes forest conservation and alternative livelihoods

BUILD BACK BETTER, 

GREENER & EQUITABLY



BUILD BACK BETTER, 

GREENER & EQUITABLY

ENERGY

Providing the power 

to treat patients and 

protect health 

workers.

• Basic Lighting / night-time service provision

• Powering medical devices (e.g. ventilators)

• Providing clean water

• Cold chains for vaccines and other processes

• Remote health applications

• Public health education / dissemination of information

PREPARE

RESPOND

RECOVER

• People can stay and work from home / engage in digital financial and e-commerce

• Some businesses can continue operating online 

• Children and students can participate in online education

• Access to public health information and tele-medicine

Powering digital 

solutions and 

appliances for social 

distancing

• Rapidly deployable energy solutions, suitable for remote and hard-to-reach locations 

• Engine for green job creation

• Enabler of local productive activities

• Driver for the clean energy transition

Affordable, clean 

energy sources can 

fuel economic 

recovery



UNDPs Nature, Climate and Energy 
Portfolio in the Arab Region



UNDP is the UN’s largest implementer of grant
assistance with over $500 million of grants for
climate change, sustainable energy and nature-
based projects in the Arab region.

These initiatives help countries eradicate poverty,
accelerate structural transformations towards
sustainable development, and build resilience to
crises and shocks including recovery from
conflicts, pandemics and economic crises.

UNDP Partnerships for the Planet
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Modalities of Support

Project development
and implementation
support to national and
sub-national partners

Convening policy
dialogues with
regional and country
partners

Resource mobilization
from global funds,
bilateral donors, other
sources of finance

Policy advise to national 
counterparts on SDGs, 
Paris Agreement, etc

Regional projects to
develop capacity of
regional entities,
catalyze innovation
and finance for resultsKnowledge products

for advocacy and to
communicate trends
and success stories



Tunisia: Climate Vulnerabilities 
and Risks in Coastal Areas 

Egypt: Adaptation to Climate 
Change in the Nile Delta

Sudan: Climate Resilience for 
Food and Water Security

Sudan: Climate Risk Insurance
Yemen: Water Harvesting to 
Adapt to Climate Change

Djibouti: Agro-Pastoral Gardens 
for Climate Adaptation

Somalia: Socio-Ecological 
Resilience to Climate Risks 

Climate Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction

Iraq: Capacities for Disaster 
Risk Reduction & Recovery

Palestine: GCF Readiness

Iraq: NDC Enhancement

Regional: SDG Climate FacilityRegional: Climate Finance Innovation 

Lebanon: NDC Enhancement

Iraq: GCF Readiness

Lebanon: Capacities for DRR & 
Crisis Management

Tunisia: NDC Enhancement

Palestine: MRV Capacities

Egypt: MRV Capacities

Regional: MRV Capacity development

Sudan: NDC Enhancement

Somalia: NDC Enhancement

Tunisia: DRR for Human Security

Somalia: Drought Resilience and 
Response



Morocco: Sustainable cities

Egypt: Agriculture waste 
conversion to rural energy

Sudan: Utility-Scale Wind 
Power Development

Lebanon: Low carbon 
transport systems

Saudi Arabia: National 
Energy Efficiency Center 

Bahrain: National 
Sustainable Energy Center 

Djibouti: Solar mini-grids for 
rural communities

Climate Mitigation and Sustainable Energy 

Tunisia: Solar Plan for De-
Risking Private Investments

Jordan: Energy efficient 
cities and buildings

Palestine: Solar for recovery

Iraq: Distributed solar power

Sudan: Solar Irrigation

Lebanon: Sustainable energy 
for crisis recovery

Egypt: Grid connected small 
scale solar solutions

Yemen: Solar for displaced 
communities

Syria: Energy for recovery

Regional: De-Risking Renewable Energy 

Sudan: Solar Mini-Grids for 
Rural Communities

Somalia: Solar Energy for  the 
Poor

Algeria: Waste to Energy

Somalia: Reducing the Use of 
and Trade in Charcoal 

Morocco: Solar Irrigation

Iraq: Energy efficiency cities

Djibouti: Energy efficient 
social housing

Libya: Solar for Recovery

Regional: SDG Climate Facility

Iraq: Solar for recovery

Sudan: National Solar Fund

Egypt: Green solutions in 
Sharm El-Sheikh region



Tunisia: Integrated Water 
Resource Management

Egypt: Biodiversity & Tourism

Sudan: Integrated Ecosystem 
Management

Algeria: Biodiversity in 
Cultural Parks

Yemen: Water Access for 
Displaced Communities

Kuwait: Ecosystems 
Protection and TourismSomalia: Restoration of 

Ecosystem Services

Nature Based Solutions

Iraq: Water and Waste for 
Crisis Recovery 

Palestine: Access to Water 

Jordan: SWM & Recycling

Regional: Nubian Aquifer Transboundary Groundwater Management

Lebanon: Enhancing Waste 
Management

Saudi Arabia: Integrated 
Water Management

Syria: Water and Waste for 
Crisis Recovery 

Lebanon: Sustainable Land 
Use Management

Egypt: POPs in Health Care 
and E-Waste Sectors

Tunisia: Biodiversity in the 
Kairouan Region 

Djibouti: Protection of 
Marine Protected Areas

Morocco: Agro-Biodiversity

Algeria: Genetic Access and 
Benefit Sharing 

Jordan: POPs Health Sector

Jordan: Forest Ecosystems 
and Land Degradation

Morocco: Genetic Access 
and Benefit Sharing

Regional: Protection of Migratory Bird Routes in the Arab Region 



• A key priority in Egypt's NDC is to address threats to
the Nile Delta and its communities from sea level rise
and climatic disasters. About 20% of the Delta is at
risk, with over 6m people at risk of climate
displacement.

• UNDP helps put in place coastal infrastructure to
defend communities and farms against sea level rise,
enhance early warning and integrated coastal zone
management policies.

• Results bring co-benefits for NDC implementation,
SDGs 1, 2, 11, 13, 15, and resilience of poor
communities impacted by COVID-19 and the economic
crisis

Climate Resilience in Egypt's Nile Delta (2018-2025)
($105m: $31m from GCF and $74m national co-financing)



• Building the resilience of climate vulnerable communities
is a priority in Sudan’s NDC, including support to scale-up
innovative finance solutions and social protection.

• UNDP develops capacity of national partners to issue
Weather Indexed Insurance as a means of protecting the
poor against more frequent and severe droughts and
climatic disasters.

• The project has resulted in the first WII payouts to
farmers in Sudan, strengthened climate observation,
forecasting and early warning.

• Results bring co-benefits for for NDC implementation and
SDGs 1, 2, 13 and 17, and resilience of poor communities
impacted by COVID-19 and the economic crisis.

Climate Risk Finance in Sudan (2016-2020)
($17m: $5.7m LDC Fund and $12m national co-financing)



• A key element of Yemen’s NDC is to use solar
solutions to close the energy gap for communities
affected by crisis.

• Through the ERRY crisis programme between
UNDP, FAO, ILO and WFP, solar solutions are
deployed for livelihoods and to power hundreds
of schools, clinics and public facilities. A special
focus is on women’s livelihoods and SMEs.

• Results bring co-benefits for NDC implementation,
SDGs 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 13 and 16, and resilience of
poor communities impacted by COVID-19 and the
economic crisis

Solar for Displaced Communities in Yemen (2019-2022) 
($5m: European Commission, SIDA) 



• UNDPs Country Entrepreneurship for Distributed
Renewable Opportunities (CEDRO) programme
helps implement the NDC via innovation and
entrepreneurship, technology transfer, solar value
chains, enabling policies and institutional capacities

• CEDRO focuses on ways sustainable energy market
can help SMEs and communities recover from the
economic crisis.

• Results bring co-benefits for NDC implementation,
SDGs 1, 5, 7, 13, 16, and resilience of poor
communities impacted by COVID-19 and the
economic crisis.

Solar Solutions for Crisis Recovery in Lebanon (2019-2023)
($6.6m from the European Commission) 



• Under Somalia's NDC, climate action is seen as a strategic
priority to expand energy access for the poor and building
resilience to climatic shocks and crises. A key action in the
NDC is to implement a programme on reducing charcoal
use and enhancing sustainable livelihoods.

• The programme between UNDP, UNEP and FAO helps
thousands of households transition to sustainable energy
solutions, generate livelihood alternatives to the charcoal
trade, and reduce deforestation in critical acacia
ecosystems with thousands of new trees having been
planted.

• Results bring co-benefits for NDC implementation and
SDGs 1, 7, 13 and 16.

Reducing Charcoal Use in Somalia (2016-2021)
($6m EU, Italy, Sweden)



• UNDP helps achieve the NDC vision of a
new sustainable energy future in Jordan,
helping accelerate low carbon solutions.

• The project supports Amman to reduce air
pollution, improve citizen health and
achieve the National Energy Action Plan. A
key focus is on energy efficient urban
planning, buildings and transport.

• Results bring co-benefits for NDC
implementation, SDGs 4, 7, 11 and 13 and
building back better from COVID-19 by
reducing air pollution risks to chronic
respiratory disease.

Sustainable Cities in Jordan (2018-2022)
($24.7m: $2.7m from GEF and $22m national co-financing) 



• Saudi Arabia has a high per capita carbon footprint and has
had a rapidly growing energy intensity growth rate in recent
years - a growing drain on oil reserves and export revenues.

• A priority in the Kingdom’s NDC is to implement a National
Energy Efficiency Programme to reduce the carbon intensity
of growth.

• UNDP supports implementation of the programme,
developing capacity of a national energy center of
excellence as a platform for public-private partnerships, and
accelerating investments in sectors like industry, buildings.

• Results contribute to NDC implementation, SDGs 7 and 13,
and the goal of building back better from the crisis by
diversification beyond oil.

Reducing Energy Intensity in Saudi Arabia (2012-2020)
($94m: fully funded by national partners)

http://www.sa.undp.org/content/saudi_arabia/en/home/ourwork/environmentandenergy/successstories/ee_implementation/


• The SDG-Climate Facility project ($9.7m SIDA; 2019-2023),
is a partnership between the League of Arab States, Arab
Water Council, UNDP, UNEP, UNDRR, UN Habitat and WFP
to help countries take climate action in a way that bring
co-benefits for SDGs on poverty, gender, water and peace.

• Partnerships on innovative climate financing towards 2030
goals, including partnerships with banking, investment,
insurance and energy sectors

• Country grants on the climate-security nexus to build
community and ecosystem resilience and adaptive
capacities in Egypt and Tunisia, and solar solutions to
meet needs of crisis affected communities in Yemen, Iraq
and Palestine.

Regional: The SDG-Climate Facility Project



COVID-19 Green Recovery activities under development

Fragile/Conflict Countries Middle Income Countries Oil Exporting Economies

Nature Expanding water access for 
communities affected by 
both conflict and COVID-19. 
Waste management in Libya 
for surge of medical and 
plastic waste. Environment 
mainstreaming into UN 
COVID-19 Strategy in Iraq. 

Green and blue economy 
solutions to mobilize natural 
assets for regenerating 
livelihoods in Djibouti. Green 
economy strategies and 
market in Tunisia. Waste 
management for hospitals in 
Jordan. Environment 
mainstreamed into UN 
COVID-19 Strategy in Jordan. 

Green recovery pillar of UN 
COVOID-19 response strategy 
in Kuwait and national 
environmental strategy in 
Kuwait to align green 
solutions with recovery

Climate and 
Energy

Decentralized solar 
solutions for health 
facilities and livelihoods for 
crisis response in Somalia 
and Yemen. 

Digitization and sustainable 
energy for economic 
recovery in Morocco

Cooperation with Dubai to 
host global UN-PAGE green 
economy forum in 2021. 
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