
Employed Unemployed

60 

40 

20 

0 

Agriculture (crops and livestock)

Health

A gender-based climate resilience

analysis was undertaken from September

2020 to April 2021 for The Co-operative

Republic of Guyana under the Enabling

Gender-Responsive Disaster Recovery,

Climate and Environmental Resilience in

the Caribbean (EnGenDER) Project. The

project is led by the United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP) and

funded by Global Affairs Canada and

the United Kingdom Government. Its

overall goal is to enhance gender-

responsive climate and disaster

resilience in the Caribbean.

The analysis focused on existing gender

and social inequities, how climate

change will impact on and shape the

vulnerabilities among men, women, boys

and girls and key vulnerable groups (e.g.

elderly, indigenous communities), and key

gaps and opportunities to mainstream

gender in two priority sectors in Guyana:

Rising incidence of water

and vector borne diseases

EnGenDER Climate Resilience

Analysis: Guyana

While men, women, girls and boys are all

at risk from the negative impacts of

climate change, labour force and other

data indicates gender inequalities (e.g. in

access to employment and income) are

creating disproportionate vulnerability for

women and the children and youth in

their care. Indigenous and rural

communities in the interior are also highly

vulnerable to climate change due to

heavy reliance on agriculture and natural

resources, limited access to employment

opportunities, healthcare and other

services, and high poverty rates of up to

55%. The elderly and persons with

disabilities are also marginalized and

vulnerable due to limited mobility and

access to healthcare and other services.

Guyana’s economy and priority sectors are

extremely vulnerable to Climate Change

For more information:
https://www.bb.undp.org/content/barbados/en/home/projects/EnGenDER.html 

Potential climate

change impacts on the

priority sectors include

a decline in agricultural

productivity and

livelihoods, access to

clean water and

sanitation, and health

and well-being,

worsening food

insecurity and poverty. 

 

Sea level rise, storm surges and

salinisation affecting the coastal zone

Increasing air and sea

surface temperatures

Extreme rainfall and floods

Rainfall variability and droughts

causing water shortages

59.1 53.3 53.3 46.7

%

Total Guyana labour force, 

First QTR 2020

https://www.bb.undp.org/content/barbados/en/home/projects/EnGenDER.html
https://www.bb.undp.org/content/barbados/en/home/projects/EnGenDER.html


Guyana has made progress in integrating gender and social inclusion into national and sectoral

policies, including its Nationally Determined Contribution, National Gender Equality and Social

Inclusion Policy and Health Vision 2020, and recent project interventions. A proposed National

Climate Change Policy and Action Plan 2020-2030 and National Adaptation Plan are also in

development. There are also supporting institutional mechanisms, including a National Climate

Change Committee and Gender Affairs Committees for each local region. Key gaps in response

remain, however, including: 

Improve collection, analysis and use of disaggregated gender, age and

socio-economic data to enable intersectional analysis of vulnerability to

climate change and other shocks

Implement gender-responsive budgeting to enhance public sector investment

and implementation of policy priorities to address the differential needs of

men, women and other vulnerable groups

Enhance representation and inclusion of women on the National Toshaos

Council (indigenous chiefs/leaders), so they can better advocate for and

represent the needs of indigenous women 

Strengthen social protection programmes and ensure they are gender-

responsive and efficiently target those most in need

Implement targeted and gender-responsive skills-building and enterprise

development programmes for women and youth across the agricultural value

chain, with a focus on climate-smart practices and agro-processing and

other value adding activities

Improve access to finance, including grants, credit and small loans, for

women, youth and other disadvantaged groups (e.g. indigenous communities)

to ensure they can acquire land, equipment and other critical inputs for

agricultural activities and enterprise development

Limited gender and socio-economic

data to inform planning, monitoring

and evaluation of climate change

policies and projects

Limited gender-responsive

budgeting to facilitate coordinated

action on gender in the priority

sectors and wider development

High poverty and unemployment rates

and low social protection coverage

which increases vulnerability to

climate change hazards

Progress and Gaps

Agriculture (crops and livestock) 

Recommendations

Health
Enable gender-responsive health services via training of staff at public health

facilities and diversify beyond the central focus on women’s reproductive

health to include a range of services related to general health and disease

prevention, including a focus on men’s health and LGBTQIA+ needs

Expand access to health services, including improving affordability and

accessibility particularly in rural and indigenous communities in the hinterland,

and promote gender-responsive health literacy and awareness in

communities to promote health-seeking behaviour 

Cross cutting


