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Cities are Engines of Growth Rural Development ASEAN trade

With strong economic 
growth, ASEAN reduced 
extreme poverty 
(US$1.9/day) significantly 
from 48.8% in 1990 to 
7.2% in 2013.
Based on 7 countries: Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and 
Viet Nam (+ Cambodia using nat. poverty line)
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Total of ASEAN trade in 
2016 was 2.2 Billion USD, 
compared to USD 10 
Billion in 1967

Bangkok’s economic output 
is $307 billion—more than 
Frankfurt ($230 billion) and 
accounts for more than 
three quarters of Thailand’s 
total GDP.



Agenda 2030 requires to “Leave no-one behind”

• People living below poverty line (USD 1.9/day)

Large majority of ASEAN pop 
above the USD 1.9/day (ppp) 

But also:
• Populations affected by Multi-

Dimensional Poverty (rural and urban)

• Marginalized and vulnerable groups 
(incl. in middle and high income 
countries)  

But, sustainable development remains fragile
Pockets of poverty still exist & GINI raised from 33.5% in the 90’ to 33.7% 
in recent years (UN ESCAP)



• Multi Dimensional Poverty to target locations & populations: Access to basic services (Ed, Health, Nutrition).
• Rural development (Land policy, agriculture production, value chain, access to markets)
• Enhanced LGs authority to drive local development (incl. fiscal decentralization, Performance mgt.)
• Education (incl. vocational training) and Social protection (incl. inclusive finance)
• Infrastructure (incl. Access to Energy, WATSAN, Roads, etc.)
• Innovation (Co-design, Prototype. Regulations comes later)

Different Development Contexts       Different Localization Approaches
(Within countries and between ASEAN Member States)

• Reduce inequalities (mainly minorities/urban poverty)
• Improve efficiency and inclusiveness of municipal services
• Targeted sustainable development production investments (incl. 

FDI, SEZs, Eco diversification, FinTech, etc.) 
• Balanced Rural/Urban development

• Smart Cities model
• Urban poverty
• Green growth, etc. 

Rural CitiesPeri-urban



Impact of China’s Investments and Policies on Poverty Eradication
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National Poverty Line

Special Poverty-reduction fund 
(46.7 billion RMB in 2015,
Approx. USD 6.8 Billion)

China reduced its 
poor population 
from 835 million 
in 1981 to 173 
million in 2008



LNOB: 
Despite high 
enrolment rates, 
Sopia was amongst 
the children who 
couldn’t go to 
school.

SDGs are inter-related and complex

For her to enroll 
13 institutions 
& 8 SDGs are 
involved. 

Sopia
(7 years old)



Where to start?



We should no longer plan, budget 
and work in silos

• Central / local coherence (and 
cooperation) is a must.

• We must use Innovation and System 
thinking to co-design, prototype and 
scale solutions.

• We need Platforms to collaborate 
between teams & stakeholders.



Policy Coherence
Coord. Data, Sys. 

Thinking,  Integrated 
Planning/Budgeting 

SDG Financing 

Multi-
Stakeholder  
Partnerships

Four Enablers to Localize the SDGs
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Platform

Start ups, research, 
FinTech

Investments, infrastructure, 
job creation

Policy & technical 
assistance

Integrated planning 
& budgeting

Fiscal allocations (IGFTs) 
& investment strategies

System thinking 
for SDG

Policy coherence & 
legal frameworks 

Data analytics & AI

Imagine a

Design thinking, 
Co-Labs 

Stakeholder 
engagement

Platforms Connect Institutions & People to Co-design, Innovate & Implement solutions

INNOVATION  &
ACCOUNTABILITY

& DPs


