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The most southwest province of 

China with most minority nationalities 

in the nation. Population: 47.71 millions.

Land coverage area: 394,000 square 

kilometers with 94% mountainous area 

and only 6% dam area.

A land of various ethnic groups, 

landscapes, natural scenery, creatures, 

etc.   

1.1 A Brief Introduction of Yunnan Province (1)
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Internally, it is neighbor to Guizhou, 

Guangxi, Chongqing, Sichuan and Tibet.

Externally, it borders Vietnam, Laos 

and Myanmar.

4060 kilometers’ borderline: 1997 km 

with Myanmar, 1353 km with Vietnam, 

and 710 km with Laos. 

27 counties and 93 trade routes  

connecting with these three countries and 

16 ethnic minorities with same kinships 

living on both sides of the borderline.

1.1 A Brief Introduction of Yunnan Province (2)

Myanmar
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1.2 Challenges of Yunnan in Poverty Eradication

A province with the largest numbers of poverty

pupolation and poverty counties in China.

Ethnic poverty and border poverty are prominent.

2010 2011 2013 2017
rural poverty
population

14.68
million

10.14
million

6.61
million

3.31
million

poverty counties
（national level）

88 73

poverty rate 39.6% 27.1% 17.7% 9.8%

Government Poverty
alleviation funds
excluding social
relief funds

N/A 30.533 billion yuan 2014-2017
80.853
billion
yuan

(Data from http://www.stats.gov.cn/ )



Established in 1951, one of the earliest ethnic higher learning 

institutions in China.

A provincial key university co-supported by the Ministry of 

Education, the State Ethnic Affairs Commission, and the 

People’s Government of Yunnan Province. 

A comprehensive university with full range of disciplines and 

distinctive features that equally stresses arts and sciences.

37000 full-time students (over 75% are ethnic minorities); 

1900 faculty members

94 Bachelor’s Programs; 113 Master’s Programs; 

10 Doctoral and Post doc Programs

Ranked No. 172 among more than 2800 universities in China

2.1 About Yunnan Minzu University (YMU)

Advantages of Yunnan Minzu University in Poverty Eradication
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(1) Language advantages

BA and MA degrees programs for all the 15 official languages of the South 

Asian and South-East Asian countries

BA, MA and Doctoral degrees programs for 12 ethnic minority languages.

BA and MA degrees programs for English and Japanese as well.

(2) Academic and research advantages 

Big Data Center for Poverty Alleviation and Development in Yunnan

Research Institute of Poverty Alleviaion and Development in Yunnan

Research Center for Industrial Development for Lancang-Mekong Countries

(3) Practices and rich experience

Practices at Zhonggou Villages, Haizi Town, Yiliang County in Zhaotong of 

Yunnan, China

Practices at China-ASEAN Education & Training Center

2.2 Advantages of YMU in Poverty Eradication



Task: Targeted Poverty Alleviation from 2015-2020

3 Domestic Poverty Eradication Actions Taken by YMU

Site: Zhonggou Village, Haizi Town, Yiliang County, Zhaotong of Yunnan

7 villages, 772 families, 3218 people (Miao and Yi ethnic region) 

Reasons for poverty: 

Remote mountainous area, transportation backward  and blocked;

Barren land, single crop and low output, serious soil erosion and frequent 

occurrence of landslides, mudslides and other disasters , fragile ecological 

carrying capacity, and lagged-behind infrastructure; 

High illiteracy rate and education lagged behind;

Shortage of resources, lack of funds, technology and information,  poor 

industrial development, etc.



Pre-actions: 

1. Sending a working team of 11 members to the site for 5 years including 

deans, vice deans, doctors, teachers and researchers;

2. Visiting every family and investigate their exact reasons for poverty 

(more than 1200 family visits and 70 special investigations);

3. Inviting the professionals and experts to Zhonggou Village to diagnose 

poverty reasons and brainstorm measures to help villagers get rid of 

poverty;

4. Overall working goal: To make the village rich through development 

and advance in science, education, industry and ecological 

development by 2020.



Infrasructure and facilities : YMU provided RMB 1.5 million Yuan 
1. Minda Road from the village to the Zhonggou Primary School; 

2. Minda Bridge across the river;

3. Zhonggou Village Community Center;

4. 938 sets of winter quilts and beddings; 400 new energy stoves;

5. To buid internet access and set up online classrooms, and donates 

computers for the Primary School ; 

6. Other facilities and goods (school uniforms and bags, books) to 

improve the conditions of the School;

7. To provide regular medical check by YMU University Hospital.



Industrial development: YMU provided RMB 1 million Yuan 
Beef cattle  raising;   Chicken farm;  Pig raising;

Plantation of two types of trees (walnut and Chinese pepper)

Plantation of Tianma (an expensive Chinese herbal medicine plant)

Supplement with a variety of special industries.



Education: YMU helped with RMB 1 million Yuan 
1. To sponsor 40 local officials to go outside to study in 5 batches;

2. To organize training courses to help 100 villagers to become rich; 

3. To provide teachers of Haizi Town and Yiliang County with 

professional training;  To train ethnic minority cadres; 

4. To give E-commerce training;

5. To enrol Miao and Yi ethnic minority students from Yiliang County 

with special enrollment policy for ethnic minority languages majors.



Agency: China-ASEAN Education and Training Center of YMU

4

Training bases: Ruili, Mengla, Malipo, Menglian, Lingcang, Cangyuan, 

Zhenkang, Tengchong (marked with      on the next slide) 

Reasons for engaging in poverty eradication for international workers: 

To help our neighbours live better and be rich; To enhance language 

communication and speech communication so as to widen and deepen 

cultural and educational exchanges; To engage in SDGs.

Efforts for International Poverty Eradication by YMU

YMU funds + funds from the Chinese Ministry of Education for the Centre: 

6.13 million RMB Yuan

2014: 0.5 million              2015: 1.5 million                2016: 1.3 million

2017: 1.3 million              2018: 1.53 million





10 days to 3 months free vocational training for 12000 migrant workers and 
entrepreneurs from Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam since December of 2014

Training sites in 8 Bases

1. Towns

2. Workshops

3. Workers’ Home at 

different factories

4. Night school

5. Local vocational 

school

6. Government 

meeting halls ...

Course modules

1. Basic Chinese

2. Chinese Laws 

and Regulations

3. Health Care and 

Disease 

Prevention

4. Vocational 

courses tailored 

to meet different 

needs 

Vocational courses

1. Furniture making

2. Food processing

3. Motorcycle assembly 

line skills

4. Sewing skills

5. Computer technology

6. E-commerce

7. Car fixing

8. Hotel room cleaning

9. Planting techniques ...



Malipo Training Base

Mengla Traning Base

Ruili Training Base

Zhenkang Training Base

Tengchong Training Base

China-ASEAN Education and Training Centre

International Vocational Training Bases of YMU



Other Efforts for International Poverty Eradication by YMU

Development planning 

Project investment 

consulting

Industry planning
Laos-China Agricultural 

Cooperation and 

Development Park

Vocational higher 

education
YMU special scholarships 

for ASEAN students: 1000
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YMU is looking forward to working with organizations and 
agencies to localise the SGDs and eradicate poverty!

Dr. Yang Hongyan                                                         WeChat

Dean, International School

Director, China-ASEAN Teaching & Training Center

Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming 650500, China

Tel/Fax: +86 871 65933536

MP: +86 18064803648

Email: 337584535@qq.com


