
VOICE OF COMMUNITIES
THROUGH COMMUNITY RADIO

Presenter: Balasubramaniam Murali ,  
Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP Lao PDR
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Community Radios in Lao PDR
- 8 stations in 5 provinces
- 300,000 people reached
- 11 ethnic languages; around 7 hours daily 

broadcast
- 179 community volunteers from 

different ethnic groups and sectors incl. 
women, youth, government staff

- Various development issues discussed: 
agriculture, gender, health, education, 
environment, safe migration, anti-human 
trafficking, culture, rule of laws, and UXO

- Broad partnerships established incl. 
Government, Private Sector, Development 
Partners, other UN Agencies
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Developing 
Communities through 
Access to Information

Community Radio Stations are 
helping to shift the balance of rural 
development back to the 
communities themselves who are 
using the radio as an effective tool 
for SDGs including education, 
health, migration, drugs, gender, 
public services, UXO, and advocacy 
in ways that intimately connect with 
the unique challenges of their own 
communities.
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Inclusive Consultation Process of SDGs Voluntary National Review 

Raise Awareness  
Raised awareness of 
SDGs & shared 
instruction to collect 
feedback through 
mobile network with 
Community 
volunteers 
(Messenger group).

Collect Feedback
Feedback collected 
through daily radio 
broadcasting
programmes.
Questions asked by 
volunteer radio 
broadcasters when 
receiving call-ins. 

Select Questions
Community 
volunteers selected
questions most 
relevant to their 
communities and 
developed their own 
broadcasting plan 
(2 questions / day, 
for 9 days).

Develop Materials
UNDP & MICT 
developed an online 
leaflet on SDGs and 
an instruction to 
collect feedback with 
translated 45 
questions from a 
draft VNR &
monitoring form. 

Results
• 103 feedbacks collected on 18 SDGs from 8 districts, 5 provinces through Community Radio Stations

• Communities and community volunteers actively engaged in the consultation process on VNR
• Voice of communities informed Policy makers and DPs through this process
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“I have seen the changes our 
Community Radio programmes bring 
to the communities, and for women 
in particular. Working in Community 
Radio has given me the confidence to 
believe I can empower people to 
change their lives for the better.”

Ms. Khamla, 
Community Volunteer Radio Broadcaster 

from Sekong Province, Southern Laos
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