
Leaving no child 

behind



44 child-related 
indicators are 
integrated across 
the 17 SDGs



Over half a billion children 

are effectively uncounted.

520M
Additional half a billion children live in countries where 

SDG promise is out of reach.

533M

Current 
outlook
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Nine indicators of child well-being

Household 

indicators

Health and 

rights service 

indicators

Education and 

knowledge 

indicators

Outcome 

indicators

Coverage of access to at least 

basic drinking water services

Coverage of access 

to at least basic 

sanitation services

Skilled births attendants rate 

Birth registration rate 

DPT3 Immunization rate 

Primary education 

completion rate 

Comprehensive 

knowledge about 

HIV/AIDS (young 

women and men)

Stunting rate 

Under-five 

mortality rate



Localization is key to reaching those furthest behind, and at the 
local level, children figure prominently
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Share of countries in which the poorest urban quintile fares worse than the rural population in average 

(left) or worse than the poorest rural quintile (right) 

Children in urban peripheries are among those furthest behind: In a 

number of countries, the most vulnerable children in urban areas fare 

worse than their peers in rural areas

Source: UNICEF analysis based on MICS and DHS surveys (2011-2016)



No data

Insufficient data

Acceleration needed

On track

Target met

Under 5 

mortality

Universal birth 

registration for under 5

Children at greatest risk of 
being left behind



To change 
the situation 
of children, 
count them

1.

Global 

leadership

2.

Regional 

cooperation

3.

Technological 

innovation

4.

Advocacy



SDGs for children in ASEAN



Principles to 
measure 
Children’s 
Progress

1.

Data as the spine of 

system strengthening

2.

Strengthen local data 

collection and monitoring 

systems

3.

Leave no child behind



THANK YOU

Thank you


