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Foreword

WamkeleK. Mene
Secretary General AfCFT/Secretariat

As the world recovers from the Cowitl9 pandemic and
coalesces around a growing impetus for environmental
protection, and as trading and investing within theCATTA
60S3aAaya Ay SINySaidz (KAa
will truly serve as aade mecunfor economic operators. The
AfCFTA provides a single continental trade and investment
system that is stable, predictable and rulessed,
underpinned by oversight institutions. A robust, modern and
comprehensive arrangement covering the broad spectrum of
trade and investment, the AfCFTA is part of the current global
zeitgeist in which industrial policy is at the core of social
economic transformation and sustainable development.

' TNAOI Qa @raArzy Ara (G2 oS
sovereign and intmationally efficacious. Towards this end,
the AfCFTA is the frontline for continental economic
integration under Agenda 2063. Through immense
opportunities, decent jobs, and a common rdleok, the
AfCFTA improves living standards, fosters political and
m- ONRSO2y2YAO aidloAatAraidex
imperatives globally. From my engagement with Heads of
State and Government and stakeholders around the
continent, there is absolutely no doubt that the momentum
around the AfCFTA must be high. Wes afetermined to
ensure that the AfCFTA is a transformative intervention that
must be effectively operational right away, with inclusive
regional value chain®RVCs)for the benefit of the people of
Africa including small scale traders, small to medium
enterprises and historicaly and culturallymarginalized
sectors of society such as women and youth.

Lldzof AOIF GA2Yy Qa

A Y ERUABIREPSTR Which- B dulSNRERE Rved-Ia/

Iy R

Implementation of the AfCFTA will deepen national economic
policy reforms to improve the African trade and investment
environment. From the power inheretat 1.3 billion people,

as well as the market access resulting from tariff liberalization
and trade facilitation, industrialization and infrastructure
programmes, we are generating a supportive framework for
critical levels of investment into industry amdrastructure.
These are bolstered by supportive interventions such as the
pan-African payment and settlement system, new dedicated
financing lines from various development and commercial
banks, the online system for addressing ftariff barriers,

and maket and investment intelligence platforms (including
for clean energy). Together, these initiatives will promote the
structural transformation of Africa and fastack the
achievement of UN Agenda 2030.

Africa must add value to its minerals and other matu
resources. We must diversify into other commodities that are
viably available on the continent, to leverage them in spurring
and benefitting from the current wave of technological
revolutions. And we must diversify beyond the current
commaodity cycle tps into different high technologgontent
industries. This is clearly possible. Africa has 42 of 63
elements for the fourth industrial revolution (4IR), including
coltan, cobalt, copper, nickel and graphite, for which global
demand will increase by 1,08€by the year 2050 at current
trends. Costa Rica, for instance, moved from coffee and
bananas making up 68% of total merchandise exports in 1965
to electronic micrecircuits contributing 26% and parts and
accessories for machines accounting for 15% by 2806h
transformative trajectories require consistent vision,
adequate resources, and inclusive  policymaking,
implementation and regular review. . L
UAYSEtAySaa yR OoNBIRIU
As the pioneer Secretary General for the AfCFTA, it is a
pleasure to work closely with partners and stakehofden
the continent and across the world, universally determined
that the AfCFTA is successful. | will continue to place industrial
policy and RVCs high on the agenda, together with
complementary initiatives for resource mobilization and
human capital thragh the AfCFTA Academy, while ensuring
the AfCFTA functions and delivers on sustainable

development. | heartily pay tribute to UNDP on this joint _
i‘l"gb@? dzf Z

under the AfCFTA, and | appeal to stakeholders to tise i

avidly.

ddzLILI2 NG Ea ! TNAOI Q& RALIX 2YFGAO



and medium enterprises (SMEs), womesnd youthled
exporting enterprises are empowered to build those products
- both goods and serviceshat are demanded in the AfCFTA.
This i turn requires positioning production, investment, and
business decisions around what is concretely on offer under
the AfCFTA. Understanding these imperatives and
operationalizing them is what this volume of the Futures
Report is about. By analysiniget Offers that State Parties to
the AfCFTA have exchanged (both tariff and services),
identifying where preferential treatment is emerging, and
then identifying what this means for participation in regional
value chains, this Report is the first of itskifts assessments
are based on what the One African Market is shaping up to
look like. It makes a novel and muokeded contribution by
advising market participants in the AfCFTA on where their
investment decisions can have the greatest impact.

This Repn is a step forward in actualizing the Africa we want,

and in accelerating the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as a practical contribution to strengthening the

NEBI RAYySaa 27T -bothNdrént addiproSpective NI S N&
- to maximize opportunitiesn the AfCFTA. It highlights the

multiple entry points into the AfCFTA by showing what
products have been offered for preferential treatment under

the AfCFTA, and how these can be transformed into holistic

value chains. In this way, it gives policymaleeveorkable tool

to understand where to position national AfCFTA

Ahunna Eziakonwa

As Africa work its way through this firsin-a-generation competitiveness  strategies, as well as how to channel
economic  recession, the AfCFTA presents practical  capacitybuilding for increased exports. It is our hope that
opportunities for a homegrown stimulus package. At a time GAGK GKAZ RSLIK 2F T20dza> ! TNR
when other nations issue stimulus checks to citizens to hemselves moxe ééctl el and strategically for the AfCFTA.
O2dzyUSNJ UKS LI YRSYA Oﬁraswayé(DA 2 SAL A¢/16oR dhédd it theDELHde ofictlon if trade is.to_play_

08 GKS | NBdzYSyd GKI I TNR OF Qg m@a‘hlﬁgmp%le 28 a rih¥ of 8c§eler9tlﬁgea€tlﬂnso the? ©
strengthening its readiness to maximize opportunltles in the SDGs, we will need this kind of clarity to get us firmly on the
continentcwide market. pathway to sustainabldevelopment.

.S8F2NB dz& A& |y 2LIRNIdzyAdGe G2 OKFIy3IS (GKS RSadAyAarAsSa 2F ' FNAO
men and women, boys and giddy offerng a new pathway

to making trade easier, more streamlined, and less costly in

Africa. If we succeed, we will have parted ways with an Africa

OKFG A& GKS 62NIRQE SELRNISNI 2F NI ¢ YFOGSNARAIfAZ 6KAOK OF LI dzNJ
little value and bring even less gains for both nasicand

exporters.

Africa will now industrialize its economies, produce goods rich
in African content, and create decent jobs for generations to
come. This will keep Africa on a march towards prosperity.

This is the Africa we all want.

To actualize these ¢éctives, we need to invest in building
capacities foRVCg and for Made in Africa.

We must start to actualize these value cha{i¢Cs) with a
preference especially for those initiatives that have significant
impact for women and youth.

The era of the AfCFTA requires development practitioners to

pivot towards accompanying the continent on this great

journey of transformation in a manner that accelerates

widespread attainment of socioeconomic progress. Anchored

Ay 2dzNJ o St A &@riise, vg” at UNDRIFcaMtrilige, LINJ

through this Signature Flagship Repqrhow in its second

edition, and produced jointly with the Secretariat of the

AfCFTAto a discourse on the concrete steps required for the

One African Market to take off in earnest. AfOF Qa & G NHzO (i dzNJ £
transformation will get on track whell KS O 2 ysindlly Sy (1 Q&
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