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Core funding underpins everything UNDP does. It keeps UNDP

present in over 170 countries and territories, ready to act

immediately when crises break out and able to reach the places

and people others cannot. This flexible funding also allows

UNDP to connect the dots: supporting climate action that

strengthens health systems, ensuring crisis recovery reduces

poverty and driving digital innovation that accelerates equality. 

UNDP thanks its core partners for their steadfast commitment

during times of escalating needs and rising instability. In 2025,

this support reached 1.1 billion people and directly met the

shared priorities of local communities, governments and

partners: strengthening stability and expanding economic

opportunity. 

It also represents a critical investment in our shared future. In a

world where climate shocks, conflict and economic crises

quickly spill across borders, instability anywhere can become a

threat everywhere. By helping countries build safer, more

resilient societies, our partners are reducing global risks while

investing directly in their own long-term security and prosperity.

UNDP: A Trusted Partner

Our core partners choose UNDP because we deliver results: 

We direct 91 cents of every dollar to development

impact 

Since 2022, we have helped promote $920 billion in

public and private investments in the SDGs 

We provide operational support for over 70 UN agencies

and entities 

Our 19 consecutive clean audits confirm our financial

accountability

https://annualreport.undp.org/keepingUsAccountable/


32% 

68% 

Country + Regional level operations

Maintained UNDP presence globally, including in the fragile and low-income contexts where flexible funding is critical 

Enabled fast action in crises, allowing country teams to respond immediately by repurposing core funding and using it

to catalyze additional funding

Implemented projects that support locally driven solutions, tailored to national priorities and changing country needs 

Provided regional technical support and coordination, improving quality, learning and impact across countries

Global level operations

Set global standards, safeguarded neutrality and maintained strict operational accountability, while embedding

human rights, gender equality and inclusive governance across all UNDP work

Coordinated UNDP’s global footprint and ensured coherence across countries, regions and the wider UN system

Funded UN system-wide functions, including the Resident Coordinator System and shared services that reduce

duplication and costs

Maintained strategic readiness and rapid response to global crises and emerging priorities

Implemented global projects and initiatives such as the Human Development Report

Total core funding spent by UNDP in 2025 
was $666.07 million 

Of the $666 million in core spent in 2025, 68% ($454 million)

supported field operations at the country and regional level. 

Global operations include functions to support UNDP and the UN system, managed from central bureaus in locations such as the United

States, Denmark, Malaysia, Türkiye, Switzerland, Panama, Thailand, Germany and Spain

UNDP operations include policy support, project and programme activities, management activities, operational support to programmes,

special purpose activities, UNDP coordination activities, cross-cutting interventions, and others

HOW CORE FUNDING WAS SPENT IN 2025

was spent in fragile contexts 74% 

was spent in low and lower-middle

income countries
75% 

was spent in Least Developed

Countries 

66%

Context breakdown

Africa

Arab States

Asia & the Pacific

Latin America &

the Caribbean

Europe &

Central Asia

Regional breakdown
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Core spent at country and regional level operations



In 2025, 1,506 development activities were funded in

total or in part by core. These activities are also known as

programmatic projects. Even though in 2025 only 9% of

total UNDP funding was core, nearly a third of all

development activities projects were funded, totally or

partially, by core. These projects drove progress across

the thematic priorities of the UNDP Strategic Plan* 2022–

2025, with funds spent as follows:  

Share of Total by Category (%)

CORE FUNDING PROJECT BREAKDOWN
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*Under the UNDP Strategic Plan 2022–2025, projects were aligned across six signature solutions (poverty and inequality, governance,
resilience, environment, energy and gender equality) and were fueled by three key enablers (strategic innovation, digitalization and
development financing).



Core has impact

Core Funding Results 

1.STRENGTHENING
GLOBAL STABILITY 

By investing in core funding, partners secure UNDP’s presence in over 170

countries and territories, including in all 61 of the world’s most fragile contexts.

This flexible funding allows UNDP to respond quickly to governments’ most

complex needs – whether that is supporting countries to organize credible,

inclusive and peaceful elections, strengthening the institutions and services

that enable displaced families to return home and rebuild their lives, or

supporting peacebuilding in local communities. Climate action also plays a

key role in safeguarding stability. By tackling the root causes of conflict and

climate threats early, core funding helps reduce future risk and prevents costs

from multiplying. Development is a vital driver of human security, laying the

groundwork for durable peace. In an interconnected world, where the effects

of instability do not stop at national borders, core funding remains the most

strategic investment in our shared future. 

In 2025, nearly 70% of core

resources were invested

directly in the regions,

countries and territories

where UNDP works

911 million registered voters were

supported to participate in elections

(2022-2025).

1 in 3 parliaments worldwide receive

UNDP support, helping them become

more inclusive, effective, open and

accountable. 

UNDP is the largest UN implementing

partner of the UN Peacebuilding Fund

and the largest provider of electoral

support in the UN system, turning

investments from core funding into a

foundation that protects global human

security. 

Core in action

Since 2015, UNDP stabilization programmes have supported the safe return of

6 million displaced people, working with governments and communities to

safeguard against the resurgence of violence. In the Lake Chad Basin, an

initial $4 million investment generated more than $240 million to stabilize

communities ravaged by Boko Haram insurgency. This enabled over 500,000

internally displaced people to return to their ancestral homes and resume

their livelihoods.

Once displaced by conflict, women farmers in Nigeria are rebuilding their lives, returning

to their farms, restoring livelihoods and driving recovery. Photo: UNDP Nigeria
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Photo: UNDP Zimbabwe/Anesu Freddy

Core Funding Results 

2. MULTIPLYING 
INVESTMENT AND IMPACT 

When partners invest in core resources, the contribution acts as seed funding that attracts

additional resources and private capital, maximizing return on investment. In 2025, every

$1 of core funding generated $10 in additional resources. With core funding, UNDP can

rapidly lay the groundwork such as assessing local needs, hiring experts and designing

programme plans. By delivering early results, UNDP moves fast and establishes proof of

concept, encouraging other partners to invest, expand and sustain the work. Beyond

individual projects, core funds support UNDP’s work in helping governments to

strengthen their policies and institutions. This systematic derisking incentivizes private

sector engagement in challenging contexts where investment would otherwise be

impossible.

In 2025, every $1 of core

funding generated $10 in

additional resources

Core in actionCore has impact

Core resources allowed UNDP to respond rapidly to urgent needs by

establishing the Mobile One Stop Centre in Zimbabwe. This service hub

on wheels brings legal assistance, health care and social support

directly to people who need them most. For survivors of gender-based

violence it eliminates the burden of travelling long distances to access

help. An initial investment in the initiative provided proof of concept and

encouraged additional partners, including the European Union’s

Spotlight Initiative and the Judith Neilson Foundation, to contribute.

What began as a small pilot now serves more than ten thousand people

across six provinces.

In Rwanda, $300,000 launched the

Rwanda Green Investment Facility,

which now manages over $300

million to drive green initiatives. 

UNDP’s Climate Promise, launched

with core funding support in 2019, is

now the UN system’s largest portfolio

of support on climate action, working

with more than 140 countries and

territories and directly benefiting 37

million people. 

In Indonesia, $13.6 billion has been

successfully mobilized for sustainable

development by the government with

UNDP’s assistance, through

innovative financing such as SDG

Bonds, Green Sukuk and Blue Bonds.
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Core in actionCore has impact

Core Funding Results 

3. ENSURING A RAPID 
CRISIS RESPONSE

By investing in core funding, partners ensure that UNDP is always positioned

to respond and able to scale operations rapidly as situations evolve. While

other funding is tied to specific projects, core funding gives UNDP the

capacity to reallocate resources and respond immediately to emerging

needs. Dispensing with the need to wait until funds are mobilized, UNDP is

already present when a crisis hits. For core partners, this means

investments are at work from day one. In 2025, out of the core funding

spent in countries and regions, over 70% was spent in those 61 fragile

contexts. By providing this flexible support, core partners enable UNDP to

coordinate with humanitarian agencies across the humanitarian-

development-peace nexus. This enables UNDP country offices to deliver

urgent development support, helping governments and communities exit

long-term dependency faster and transition to self-reliance.

In 2025, out of the core

funding spent in countries

and regions, over 70% was

spent in those 61 fragile

contexts

In Gaza, core resources enabled UNDP to

create 383 short-term job opportunities,

while supporting the removal of 404,290

tonnes of debris and the reuse of 169,525

tonnes for roads and shelter foundations. 

In Ukraine, core funding enabled UNDP to

rapidly deploy technical expertise and

recovery-planning support. Every $1

invested in project preparation helped

unlock approximately $70 in additional

financing for recovery efforts across

Ukraine, while UNDP-supported energy

interventions are expected to benefit 23

million people once fully operational. 

In Syria, core funding enabled UNDP to

clear over 2.1 million cubic meters of rubble

(approximately 3.15 million tonnes) to lay the

groundwork for the safe return of displaced

communities. Workers are given risk

awareness training. 
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In October 2025, Category 5 Hurricane Melissa devastated western

Jamaica, destroying infrastructure and wiping out livelihoods. Working

alongside the government, we stabilized solar energy hubs that support

6,500 people in fishing villages and are restoring food security. More

than 18,000 residents across impacted parishes have been relieved of

health hazards and transportation impediments through debris

management programmes that have cleared more than 1,000 tonnes of

hurricane waste under UNDP’s signature cash for work modality. By

revitalizing small businesses and ecosystems, UNDP's support is

restoring household incomes and empowering communities to rebuild

with resilience. Core funding ensured UNDP was ready to act when the

crisis hit, paving the way for a green recovery. 
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Core in actionCore has impact

Core Funding Results 

4. EXPANDING
OPPORTUNITIES

Core funding puts vital priorities – such as defending human rights, reducing

inequality and empowering women – at the heart of development. Crucially, core

partners’ investments directly target those furthest behind. The world's 44 Least

Developed Countries (LDCs) are home to approximately 880 million people facing

the most severe structural barriers to prosperity and UNDP operates in every one.

In 2025, out of the core funding spent in countries and regions, 66% was spent in

LDCs. This flexible support allows UNDP to partner with governments to drive

domestic resource mobilization, using tax and integrated national financing

frameworks—to build social protection systems, access to justice and inclusive

economies. Because each country faces distinct challenges, core funding places

dedicated experts on the ground to identify and scale locally-led solutions.

Ultimately, it supports UNDP’s neutrality and ensures programmes remain centred

on people’s needs wherever they are. 

In 2025, out of the core

funding spent in countries

and regions, 66% was spent

in Least Developed

Countries (LDCs)

252 million people gained services

to help them leave poverty (2022-

2025).

46 countries  supported to

strengthen social protection and

care systems. 

38 countries supported to eliminate

barriers to women’s economic

participation, including access to

finance, land, digital assets and

entrepreneurship opportunities.
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Photo: UNDP Moldova

During the 2024-2025 winter season, high energy costs continued to

pressure vulnerable households and refugees in Moldova. UNDP mobilized

$31 million in international support to operationalize the national Energy

Vulnerability Reduction Fund (EVRF), which supported 720,000 households

—around 60% of all households in the country—including 2,500 refugee

households. Powered by core resources, this vital support shielded 1.47

million people from very high heating and electricity costs, helping prevent

many families from falling into poverty and providing a vital lifeline.
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Core Funding Results 

5. TACKLING GLOBAL
CHALLENGES FROM 
EVERY ANGLE 

Core funding empowers UNDP to respond to today’s complex, interconnected

challenges, rather than just treating the individual symptoms. Today’s most

pressing issues – like pandemics, forced displacement and climate change do not

happen in isolation and they cannot be addressed in isolation. By powering

UNDP’s Strategic Plan 2026-2029, core funding ensures that progress in one area

—such as health, governance, or climate action—fuels the others. While other

funding locks money into specific projects, core funding provides the flexibility to

connect these efforts. For partners, this means every dollar spent creates a ripple

effect of progress, delivering a much higher return on investment than tackling any

single issue on its own.

In 2025, core funding

powered 1,506

development projects

With Sudan’s electricity grid suffering $3 billion in damage since the conflict

began in 2023, core funding is the foundation that allows UNDP to deploy clean

and reliable energy as an integrated lifeline, ‘joining the dots’ between climate

action and resilience and recovery. Since 2023, UNDP has installed nearly 300

solar water pumping systems—improving food security while reducing operating

costs by up to 70% compared to diesel. In addition, the solarization of more than

110 health and cold chain facilities has ensured safe medicine storage and

essential health services. In displaced and host communities, this clean energy

infrastructure also powers ‘Markazi’ centres—safe hubs where women can run

businesses and access training. These joined-up interventions prove how

investments in core can simultaneously secure water, protect health and the

environment and drive economic independence for the most vulnerable. 

572 million people in 120+ countries are

on pathways to prosperity through

decent jobs and livelihoods, digital tools,

financial services, energy access and

health care. UNDP supports all of these,

making powerful, mutually reinforcing

links.

Since 2021, UNDP has reached over 29

million people (including 10 million

women) across Afghanistan, through

initiatives in health care, clean energy,

job creation, education and small

business assistance. 

In Tuvalu, UNDP has integrated disaster

risk data with large-scale coastal

engineering to protect 60 % of the

nation’s population from extreme sea-

level rise. Newly elevated land is now

ready for houses, schools and health

centres. 

Land under cultivation through UNDP-supported solar-powered irrigation at Abdallah’s farming

association. This supports the livelihoods of association members while also creating work

opportunities for day labourers from the local community who help bring in the growing

harvests. Photo: UNDP Sudan 8
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Core has impact

Core Funding Results 

6. FUTURE-PROOFING
INVESTMENTS

Core funding gives UNDP the agility needed to stay ahead of tomorrow’s

problems. It acts as an accelerator, allowing UNDP to pilot new solutions and

respond rapidly to emerging needs. When resources are restricted to specific

projects, there’s little room to innovate or respond to changing realities. Core

funding investments support the most modern, cutting-edge solutions on the

ground—whether that means bridging the digital divide, transforming how

governments deliver services, or finding entirely new ways for communities to

access opportunities. 

In 2025, core funding powered

UNDP’s efforts to embed digital in

development, reaching 49 million

people in 39 countries

130+ countries accelerating

digital transformation with

UNDP since 2022

25+ countries benefiting from

AI landscape assessments to

promote safe, ethical and

inclusive adoption of AI, with 10

more scheduled through 2026

20 University Innovation

Centres (UniPods) and 7

thematic hubs are empowering

entrepreneurs and nurturing

Africa’s leading talent through

timbuktoo, UNDP’s pan-African

platform dedicated to

advancing innovation.

Core in action

In Malawi, core funding helped UNDP mobilize new resources for digital IDs.

This has enabled 618,000 birth registrations, with over 95% of children now

receiving birth certificates, opening pathways to education, health care and

economic participation. In Trinidad and Tobago, core support kick-started a

national digital strategy, securing an $8.2 million government commitment to

digital advancement. Building on this foundation, UNDP's Digital X initiative

now connects governments with over 138 digital solutions, reaching 390

million people. 

Photo: Ministry of Digital Transformation, Trinidad and Tobago
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Core Funding Results 

7. DRIVING EFFICIENCY
ACROSS THE UN SYSTEM

Core funding acts as the operational engine for every single project, even

those paid for by project-specific funds, and allows UNDP to coordinate at

country, regional and global level. This reliable system is why, in 2025,

programme country governments invested $1.4 billion of their own

resources in UNDP programmes. Core resources also drive greater

efficiency and improved coordination across the entire UN system. As the

single largest contributor to the UN Resident Coordinator System, UNDP is

helping to strengthen coordination, coherence and impact across the UN’s

development work. By continuing to serve as the UN’s operational

backbone, UNDP delivers shared services that cut duplication, deliver

substantial cost savings and help make sure that every dollar goes as far as

possible. 

In 2025, UNDP generated

$28.9 million in efficiency gains

—a 55% increase over 2024

Core has impact

Despite budgetary pressures, in 2025, UNDP paid its full cost-sharing

contribution of $10.85 million to the Resident Coordinator system.

100% of UNDP country programme documents are fully aligned with

the UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks. 

136 UN common premises

managed globally, across 118

United Nations country teams.

UNDP delivers dependable

services to over 70 UN

entities.

19 consecutive clean audits

confirm our financial

accountability.
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In 2025, 32 partners contributed $442 million in core resources to UNDP. That sum is approximately 9% of the total annual

contributions UNDP received in 2025 ($5,040 million).  

Core funding decreased by 24% in 2025, marking not only the steepest decline in contributions, but also the lowest level

of core funding UNDP has received in over 15 years.

Core funding evolution over time
(USD millions) 

CORE FUNDING IN DECLINE

The Path Forward 

The annual financing gap for the Sustainable Development Goals in developing countries has reached $4 trillion.

With official development assistance continuing to decline, the world’s most fragile, poorest and most vulnerable

countries will face the harshest consequences, risking both their development gains and wider global stability. At

the same time, UNDP’s core funding is facing its biggest decline in over 15 years. 

As crises multiply, shrinking and fragmented financing weakens our response. Reversing this trend is essential.

Core funding enables UNDP to prevent crises before they escalate, connect relief with recovery and respond

rapidly where risks are highest. 
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*Core for 2024 received in 2025  

**Core for 2026 received in 2025  

12

CORE FUNDING


	CORE DELIVERS MORE
	UNDP: A Trusted Partner
	HOW CORE FUNDING WAS SPENT IN 2025
	32%
	68%
	Total core funding spent by UNDP in 2025  was $666.07 million
	Country + Regional level operations
	Global level operations

	Core spent at country and regional level operations
	Context breakdown


	74%
	was spent in fragile contexts

	75%
	was spent in low and lower-middle income countries

	66%
	was spent in Least Developed Countries
	Regional breakdown


	CORE FUNDING PROJECT BREAKDOWN
	In 2025, 1,506 development activities were funded in total or in part by core. These activities are also known as programmatic projects. Even though in 2025 only 9% of total UNDP funding was core, nearly a third of all development activities projects were funded, totally or partially, by core. These projects drove progress across the thematic priorities of the UNDP Strategic Plan* 2022–2025, with funds spent as follows:
	Share of Total by Category (%)
	Core Funding Results


	1.STRENGTHENING GLOBAL STABILITY
	By investing in core funding, partners secure UNDP’s presence in over 170 countries and territories, including in all 61 of the world’s most fragile contexts. This flexible funding allows UNDP to respond quickly to governments’ most complex needs – whether that is supporting countries to organize credible, inclusive and peaceful elections, strengthening the institutions and services that enable displaced families to return home and rebuild their lives, or supporting peacebuilding in local communities. Climate action also plays a key role in safeguarding stability. By tackling the root causes of conflict and climate threats early, core funding helps reduce future risk and prevents costs from multiplying. Development is a vital driver of human security, laying the groundwork for durable peace. In an interconnected world, where the effects of instability do not stop at national borders, core funding remains the most strategic investment in our shared future.
	In 2025, nearly 70% of core resources were invested directly in the regions, countries and territories where UNDP works
	Core has impact
	911 million registered voters were supported to participate in elections (2022-2025).
	1 in 3 parliaments worldwide receive UNDP support, helping them become more inclusive, effective, open and accountable.
	UNDP is the largest UN implementing partner of the UN Peacebuilding Fund and the largest provider of electoral support in the UN system, turning investments from core funding into a foundation that protects global human security.

	Core in action
	Since 2015, UNDP stabilization programmes have supported the safe return of 6 million displaced people, working with governments and communities to safeguard against the resurgence of violence. In the Lake Chad Basin, an initial $4 million investment generated more than $240 million to stabilize communities ravaged by Boko Haram insurgency. This enabled over 500,000 internally displaced people to return to their ancestral homes and resume their livelihoods.
	Core Funding Results


	2. MULTIPLYING  INVESTMENT AND IMPACT
	When partners invest in core resources, the contribution acts as seed funding that attracts additional resources and private capital, maximizing return on investment. In 2025, every $1 of core funding generated $10 in additional resources. With core funding, UNDP can rapidly lay the groundwork such as assessing local needs, hiring experts and designing programme plans. By delivering early results, UNDP moves fast and establishes proof of concept, encouraging other partners to invest, expand and sustain the work. Beyond individual projects, core funds support UNDP’s work in helping governments to strengthen their policies and institutions. This systematic derisking incentivizes private sector engagement in challenging contexts where investment would otherwise be impossible.
	In 2025, every $1 of core funding generated $10 in additional resources
	Core has impact
	In Rwanda, $300,000 launched the Rwanda Green Investment Facility, which now manages over $300 million to drive green initiatives.
	UNDP’s Climate Promise, launched with core funding support in 2019, is now the UN system’s largest portfolio of support on climate action, working with more than 140 countries and territories and directly benefiting 37 million people.
	In Indonesia, $13.6 billion has been successfully mobilized for sustainable development by the government with UNDP’s assistance, through innovative financing such as SDG Bonds, Green Sukuk and Blue Bonds.

	Core in action
	Core resources allowed UNDP to respond rapidly to urgent needs by establishing the Mobile One Stop Centre in Zimbabwe. This service hub on wheels brings legal assistance, health care and social support directly to people who need them most. For survivors of gender-based violence it eliminates the burden of travelling long distances to access help. An initial investment in the initiative provided proof of concept and encouraged additional partners, including the European Union’s Spotlight Initiative and the Judith Neilson Foundation, to contribute.  What began as a small pilot now serves more than ten thousand people across six provinces.
	Core Funding Results


	3. ENSURING A RAPID  CRISIS RESPONSE
	By investing in core funding, partners ensure that UNDP is always positioned to respond and able to scale operations rapidly as situations evolve. While other funding is tied to specific projects, core funding gives UNDP the capacity to reallocate resources and respond immediately to emerging needs. Dispensing with the need to wait until funds are mobilized, UNDP is already present when a crisis hits. For core partners, this means investments are at work from day one. In 2025, out of the core funding spent in countries and regions, over 70% was spent in those 61 fragile contexts. By providing this flexible support, core partners enable UNDP to coordinate with humanitarian agencies across the humanitarian-development-peace nexus. This enables UNDP country offices to deliver urgent development support, helping governments and communities exit long-term dependency faster and transition to self-reliance.
	In 2025, out of the core funding spent in countries and regions, over 70% was spent in those 61 fragile contexts
	Core has impact
	In Gaza, core resources enabled UNDP to create 383 short-term job opportunities, while supporting the removal of 404,290 tonnes of debris and the reuse of 169,525 tonnes for roads and shelter foundations.
	In Ukraine, core funding enabled UNDP to rapidly deploy technical expertise and recovery-planning support. Every $1 invested in project preparation helped unlock approximately $70 in additional financing for recovery efforts across Ukraine, while UNDP-supported energy interventions are expected to benefit 23 million people once fully operational.
	In Syria, core funding enabled UNDP to clear over 2.1 million cubic meters of rubble (approximately 3.15 million tonnes) to lay the groundwork for the safe return of displaced communities. Workers are given risk awareness training.

	Core in action
	In October 2025, Category 5 Hurricane Melissa devastated western Jamaica, destroying infrastructure and wiping out livelihoods. Working alongside the government, we stabilized solar energy hubs that support 6,500 people in fishing villages and are restoring food security. More than 18,000 residents across impacted parishes have been relieved of health hazards and transportation impediments through debris management programmes that have cleared more than 1,000 tonnes of hurricane waste under UNDP’s signature cash for work modality. By revitalizing small businesses and ecosystems, UNDP's support is restoring household incomes and empowering communities to rebuild with resilience. Core funding ensured UNDP was ready to act when the crisis hit, paving the way for a green recovery.
	Core Funding Results


	4. EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES
	Core funding puts vital priorities – such as defending human rights, reducing inequality and empowering women – at the heart of development. Crucially, core partners’ investments directly target those furthest behind. The world's 44 Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are home to approximately 880 million people facing the most severe structural barriers to prosperity and UNDP operates in every one. In 2025, out of the core funding spent in countries and regions, 66% was spent in LDCs. This flexible support allows UNDP to partner with governments to drive domestic resource mobilization, using tax and integrated national financing frameworks—to build social protection systems, access to justice and inclusive economies. Because each country faces distinct challenges, core funding places dedicated experts on the ground to identify and scale locally-led solutions. Ultimately, it supports UNDP’s neutrality and ensures programmes remain centred on people’s needs wherever they are.
	In 2025, out of the core funding spent in countries and regions, 66% was spent in Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
	Core has impact
	252 million people gained services to help them leave poverty (2022-2025).
	46 countries  supported to strengthen social protection and care systems.
	38 countries supported to eliminate barriers to women’s economic participation, including access to finance, land, digital assets and entrepreneurship opportunities.

	Core in action
	During the 2024-2025 winter season, high energy costs continued to pressure vulnerable households and refugees in Moldova. UNDP mobilized $31 million in international support to operationalize the national Energy Vulnerability Reduction Fund (EVRF), which supported 720,000 households—around 60% of all households in the country—including 2,500 refugee households. Powered by core resources, this vital support shielded 1.47 million people from very high heating and electricity costs, helping prevent many families from falling into poverty and providing a vital lifeline.
	Core Funding Results


	5. TACKLING GLOBAL CHALLENGES FROM  EVERY ANGLE
	Core funding empowers UNDP to respond to today’s complex, interconnected challenges, rather than just treating the individual symptoms. Today’s most pressing issues – like pandemics, forced displacement and climate change do not happen in isolation and they cannot be addressed in isolation. By powering UNDP’s Strategic Plan 2026-2029, core funding ensures that progress in one area—such as health, governance, or climate action—fuels the others. While other  funding locks money into specific projects, core funding provides the flexibility to connect these efforts. For partners, this means every dollar spent creates a ripple effect of progress, delivering a much higher return on investment than tackling any single issue on its own.
	In 2025, core funding powered 1,506 development projects
	Core has impact
	572 million people in 120+ countries are on pathways to prosperity through decent jobs and livelihoods, digital tools, financial services, energy access and health care. UNDP supports all of these, making powerful, mutually reinforcing links.
	Since 2021, UNDP has reached over 29 million people (including 10 million women) across Afghanistan, through initiatives in health care, clean energy, job creation, education and small business assistance.
	In Tuvalu, UNDP has integrated disaster risk data with large-scale coastal engineering to protect 60 % of the nation’s population from extreme sea-level rise. Newly elevated land is now ready for houses, schools and health centres.

	Core in action
	With Sudan’s electricity grid suffering $3 billion in damage since the conflict began in 2023, core funding is the foundation that allows UNDP to deploy clean and reliable energy as an integrated lifeline, ‘joining the dots’ between climate action and resilience and recovery. Since 2023, UNDP has installed nearly 300 solar water pumping systems—improving food security while reducing operating costs by up to 70% compared to diesel. In addition, the solarization of more than 110 health and cold chain facilities has ensured safe medicine storage and essential health services. In displaced and host communities, this clean energy infrastructure also powers ‘Markazi’ centres—safe hubs where women can run businesses and access training. These joined-up interventions prove how investments in core can simultaneously secure water, protect health and the environment and drive economic independence for the most vulnerable.
	Core Funding Results


	6. FUTURE-PROOFING INVESTMENTS
	Core funding gives UNDP the agility needed to stay ahead of tomorrow’s problems. It acts as an accelerator, allowing UNDP to pilot new solutions and respond rapidly to emerging needs. When resources are restricted to specific projects, there’s little room to innovate or respond to changing realities. Core funding investments support the most modern, cutting-edge solutions on the ground—whether that means bridging the digital divide, transforming how governments deliver services, or finding entirely new ways for communities to access opportunities.
	In 2025, core funding powered UNDP’s efforts to embed digital in development, reaching 49 million people in 39 countries
	Core has impact
	130+ countries accelerating digital transformation with UNDP since 2022
	25+ countries benefiting from AI landscape assessments to promote safe, ethical and inclusive adoption of AI, with 10 more scheduled through 2026
	20 University Innovation Centres (UniPods) and 7 thematic hubs are empowering entrepreneurs and nurturing Africa’s leading talent through timbuktoo, UNDP’s pan-African platform dedicated to advancing innovation.

	Core in action
	In Malawi, core funding helped UNDP mobilize new resources for digital IDs. This has enabled 618,000 birth registrations, with over 95% of children now receiving birth certificates, opening pathways to education, health care and economic participation. In Trinidad and Tobago, core support kick-started a national digital strategy, securing an $8.2 million government commitment to digital advancement. Building on this foundation, UNDP's Digital X initiative now connects governments with over 138 digital solutions, reaching 390 million people.
	Core Funding Results


	7. DRIVING EFFICIENCY ACROSS THE UN SYSTEM
	Core funding acts as the operational engine for every single project, even those paid for by project-specific funds, and allows UNDP to coordinate at country, regional and global level. This reliable system is why, in 2025, programme country governments invested $1.4 billion of their own resources in UNDP programmes. Core resources also drive greater efficiency and improved coordination across the entire UN system. As the single largest contributor to the UN Resident Coordinator System, UNDP is helping to strengthen coordination, coherence and impact across the UN’s development work. By continuing to serve as the UN’s operational backbone, UNDP delivers shared services that cut duplication, deliver substantial cost savings and help make sure that every dollar goes as far as possible.
	In 2025, UNDP generated $28.9 million in efficiency gains—a 55% increase over 2024
	Core has impact
	136 UN common premises managed globally, across 118 United Nations country teams.
	UNDP delivers dependable services to over 70 UN entities.
	19 consecutive clean audits confirm our financial accountability.

	Core in action
	Despite budgetary pressures, in 2025, UNDP paid its full cost-sharing contribution of $10.85 million to the Resident Coordinator system. 100% of UNDP country programme documents are fully aligned with the UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks.


	CORE FUNDING IN DECLINE
	Core funding decreased by 24% in 2025, marking not only the steepest decline in contributions, but also the lowest level of core funding UNDP has received in over 15 years.
	Core funding evolution over time (USD millions)
	The Path Forward
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