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Call for Proposals for “Responsible Business, Resilient Civil Society”

Contracting Authority: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Frequently Asked Questions —1

Note 1: The majority of questions received concerning this Call for Proposals can be answered
through careful review of the Application Guidelines.

Note 2: In the interest of ensuring equal treatment of all applicants, UNDP, as the Contracting
Authority, does not provide prior assessments or opinions regarding the eligibility of applicants,
partners, proposed actions or specific activities.

Note 3: This document presents a compilation of questions and corresponding responses
intended to support applicants in the preparation of their applications. After the contract award,
successful applicants will be invited to participate in training sessions covering implementation
procedures and applicable rules.

Eligibility of Applicants and Partners

1.

Are bar associations eligible partners?

Please refer to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the Applicant and Partners” and Important
Note 4 “Partnership Structure” of the Application Guidelines.

Are chambers of commerce eligible partners?

Chambers may be eligible as partners. Please refer to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the
Applicant and Partners” and Important Note 4 “Partnership Structure” of the Guidelines.

Are municipalities eligible partners?

Municipalities may be eligible as partners. Please refer to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the
Applicant and Partners” and Important Note 4 “Partnership Structure” of the Guidelines.

Are research centers at universities (especially those that bring together NGOs and
the business world) eligible for applications?

Such research centers affiliated to universities may be eligible as partners. Please refer
to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the Applicant and Partners” and Important Note 4
“Partnership Structure” of the Application Guidelines.

Are for-profit companies eligible as partners?

No. For-profit institutions are not eligible as applicants or partners. Please refer to
section 2.1 “Eligibility of the Applicant and Partners” of the Guidelines.
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6.

10.

Are unions representing civil servants eligible as applicants or partners?

No. Only unions established under the Law numbered 6356 on “Union and Collective
Bargaining” are eligible under this Call for Proposal. Unions representing civil servants
are not eligible as applicants or partners. Please refer to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the
Applicant and Partners” of the Guidelines.

Can an organization act as an applicant in one proposal and as partner in another?

Yes. An applicant may simultaneously act as partner or associate in another application.
Please refer to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the Applicant and Partners” of the Guidelines.

Are ministries or central level public institutions eligible?

No. Central level public institutions and their provincial offices are not eligible under
this Call for Proposals. Please refer to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the Applicant and
Partners” of the Guidelines.

Is an institution registered abroad eligible as applicant or partner?

No. Applicants and partners must be legally established, have their legal personality
registered and headquarters in Tiirkiye. Please refer to section 2.1 “Eligibility of the
Applicant and Partners” of the Guidelines.

According to the Application Guidelines, the maximum number of partners
permitted is two (2). Does this rule remain unchanged if the selected partners fall
under the category of exceptionally eligible institutions?

No. The maximum number of partners should be maximum 2 (two), inclusive of all
partners.

Eligibility of Actions and Activities

11.

12.

Can we offer a proposal that is continuation of another project?

Yes. However please bear in mind that applications must present an original problem
analysis, solution proposal and activity design. Duplication should be avoided.

Our proposal addresses more than one specific objective. Are we allowed to select
all three objectives?

Any activity, to be considered eligible in this Call for Proposals, should align with one
or more of the three specific objectives mentioned in the Guidelines.

Projects may address one or more specific objectives. However, during the online
application process, one specific objective must be selected as the primary specific
objective and strategic focus. This choice should reflect the overall focus of the action
and the majority of planned activities.
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13.

14.

15.

The applicant must clearly demonstrate this alignment in the problem analysis, solution
proposal and activity design.

Please refer to “Important Note 1: Objective Selection” of the Guidelines.

We are planning to organize a study visit activity within the context of our project.
Is it necessary to identify the host institution as partner?

No, this is not a requirement within the context of this Call for Proposals. At the
application phase, it is recommended that host country and/or institution are indicated
and rationale for selection is provided. However, these host institutions do not need to
be designated as partners. Please take into account the eligibility criteria for partners as
outlined in Section 2.1 “Eligibility of the Applicant and Partners” of the Application
Guidelines.

Please also bear in mind that service procurement from partners is not eligible.

Our proposal will serve more than one specific objective. Which lot should we
choose to apply?

During the online application, one of the three specific objectives indicated in the
Guidelines must be selected. This selection should be based on the overall objective of
the proposed action and majority of activities aligned with this objective, although,
projects are allowed to address one or more specific objectives.

It is applicant’s responsibility to show this alignment in the contextual framework,
problem analysis, solution proposal and detailed activities of the Action. Please see
Section 1.2 “Objectives of the Call for Proposals” and Important Note -1 “Objective
Selection” of the Application Guidelines.

Can we add extra activities (that are not budgeted) to be implemented within the
context of our Proposal?

All activities that are envisage in the proposal should be correctly indicated in the
budget.

Applicants, in their proposals, may mention planned follow-up activities that will be
implemented_after the end of the project. However, such activities should not be
budgeted.

Eligibility of Costs

16.

Are salaries indicated under Human Resources heading of the budget exempt from
income tax?

No. Applicants are responsible for ensuring that all income tax obligations are fulfilled
during the implementation. Budget proposals should be prepared accordingly.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Is there a certain threshold for HR, services or supplies?

There is no specific limitation regarding human resources, services or supplies.
However, kindly note that during the evaluation of the applications, balanced and
purpose-oriented allocation of the total grant amount among the project activities is a
criteria for evaluation.

Is the project budget exempt from Special Consumption Tax and Special
Communication Tax?

Yes. The project budgets are exempt from these taxes.
Are costs incurred before the start of the implementation of the contract eligible?

No. To be eligible, costs must be realized within the implementation period, i.e. after
the start and before the end of the implementation. Please refer to section 2.7.1 “Eligible
Costs” of the Guidelines.

Is co-financing requested from the Applicants?

No. Applications submitted under this call for proposals must request 100% of the total
eligible costs. Co-financing is not eligible and should not be indicated in the budget.
Applications including co-financing may be eliminated on this sole basis.

Application

21.

22.

23.

Can documents whose originals are in Turkish (like budget of the institution) be
submitted in the same language?

Yes. These additional documents may be submitted in their original language, which is
Turkish. However, bear in mind that application should be in English.

Can our application serve more than three (3) SDG indicators?
Yes. Applications are allowed to contribute to more than three (3) SDG indicators.

We are planning to apply under Lot 1. How can we explain that the offered
partnership structure is enhancing dialogue? There is no specific section in the
application form.

For Lot 1, the applications are expected to offer a partnership structure that enhances
dialogue between business community and rights-holders to foster BHR. It is
responsibility of the applicant to explain the nature of the partnership, dialogue,
business-relevant character of its partnership structure and its added value in terms of
enhancing the dialogue.

Specifically, the need for partnership can be explained in Section 4.2.3 “Relevance to
the objectives of the call for proposal” and role of the partner and reason for its selection
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should be explained in Section 4.4 “Project Implementation, Data Collection and
Monitoring Approach and Management Structure” of the Application Form.

However, this relevance to the mentioned dialogue concept should be clearly visible in,
and understandable from, the contextual framework, problem analysis and activities
covered by the proposals. Therefore, for applications in Lot 1, this information, not only
be specified in mentioned sections of the application form but also should be the
underlying logic of the whole application and reflected in problem analysis, solution
proposal and activity design.

Please refer to the Important Note 4 “Partnership Structure” of the Application
Guidelines.



