Libya

UNDP supports the transition from humanitarian
to development by promoting area-based
peacebuilding, resilience and recovery.

COUNTRY SNAPSHOT

Despite being classified as an upper middle income country, Libya faces entrenched political fragmentation, pervasive
insecurity, and economic fragility. Libya has been through a decade of political fragmentation and conflict between
administrations in Tripoli and the East, which has undermined governance and social cohesion. Following the regime’s fall
in 2011 and subsequent conflict, a ceasefire was established in October 2020, leading to the 2021 Libya Political Agreement
and the creation of a new government. Despite Libya’s oil wealth, the economy contracted in 2024 due to institutional
instability, currency volatility, and weakened public sector investment, exacerbating poverty and infrastructure gaps. Public
service delivery remains uneven and fragmented. The UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) supports the peace process
in the country. Libya has not had a HRP since 2022, and the HCT prepared a blueprint for humanitarian transition, but
ongoing humanitarian needs persist, fueled by recurring militia clashes, 140,000 IDPs and around 200,000 registered
refugees. The UNSCDF 2023-2025 aims to address these by targeting the root causes of vulnerability and fragility through

development and peacebuilding efforts.

COUNTRY-LEVEL HDP NEXUS OPERATIONALIZATION

« Thematic: The UNSDCF includes two Collective Outcomes on Durable Solutions for IDPs and Migration to facilitate the
transition from humanitarian to development response. The UNSDCEF also integrates the peacebuilding and human rights
mandate of the UNSMIL.

« Coordination: The clusters have been deactivated and the RCO in Libya has a HDP advisory committee, where UNDP
participates. Under the UNCT, the Nexus Working Group, Durable Solution Working Group and UN Network on Migration
provide platforms for HDP actors to engage and coordinate.

ENABLERS AND CONSTRAINTS

- Enablers: collective outcomes based on strong and coherent analysis of needs to address remaining humanitarian
needs; integration of UNCT/UNSMIL data sharing; transition to social protection mechanism.

UNDP’S ROLE AND CONTRIBUTION

UNDP, under the Local Peacebuilding Area-based programme 2023-2025 developed an
area-based approach, grounded on context analysis, and prioritizes vulnerable municipalities
across Libya in a clear shift from addressing short-term stabilization needs to longer-term
development challenges and strengthening capacity of the Government

Initiated in 2017, the Strengthening Local Capacities for Resilience and Recovery project is
a 4-phases project with a double development-peace objective. It focuses on empowering
local institutions, supporting the delivery of essential services, promoting economic recovery,
and creating sustainable jobs while strengthening social cohesion. The second phase, jointly
implemented with UNICEF and the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation, included a
harmonized reporting framework, built the capacities for 346 individuals (CSOs, elders, youth
and 34% women) in 5 municipalities to promote social cohesion; completed 18 basic services
interventions, benefitting 2 million Syrians; established a Geo-Data platform to map economic
data, guide planning and policy.
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