
1

Lebanon’s economic and social crisis has drastically deteriorated, with the country’s GDP plummeting from USD 54.9 billion in 
2018 to USD 20.08 billion in 2023, and human development regressing to 2010 levels. The economic crisis has been further 
deepened by the collapse of the national currency, rampant hyperinflation, and a paralyzed banking sector. Israeli airstrikes 
between October 2023 and November 2024 caused the death of 4,000 people, triggered the displacement of 1.2 million, 
and caused massive damage and disruption of essential services. The presence of 1.4 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon also 
adds up to the complex crisis in the country. Between December 2024 and January 2026, 1.35 million refugees returned to 
Syria, while 108,000 new arrivals were recorded. After a two-year vacancy, a president was elected in January 2025. Despite 
this, challenges remain, including the lack of reforms, particularly in sectors like electricity, banking, and the judiciary.

•	 Enablers: long standing resilience architecture anchored in the 3RP, Strong operational partnerships between actors.

•	 Constraints: complex political situation, deeply rooted economic crisis and recurrent political turmoil.

•	 UNDP and UNHCR coordinate data collection, analysis and joint programming under the 
Lebanon Response Plan. In partnership with UNHCR and the Government, UNDP developed 
the Tension Monitoring System, a tool assessing to monitor tensions and promote more conflict-
sensitive practices, supporting HDP partners doing no harm and enhancing their contribution 
to social stability. 

•	 Launched in 2012, the Lebanon Host Communities Support (LHSP) programme by UNDP has 
allocated USD 305 million to enhance social stability, promote sustainable livelihoods, and 
address both inter- and intra-community tensions and conflicts among vulnerable populations 
and host communities. The LHSP contributed to the reduction of tensions in host communities 
through the implementation of basic services projects and economic support. Between 
2014 and 2022, the LHSP reached over 2.9 million beneficiaries, with 667 projects in 245 
municipalities. In 2024, the LHSP reached 452,303 beneficiaries with 18 projects. 
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ENABLERS AND CONSTRAINTS

UNDP’S ROLE AND CONTRIBUTION

•	 The LHSP offers a mature, scalable model for integrated service delivery and social stability 
interventions at municipal level.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNDP SCALED-UP ENGAGEMENT	

•	 Thematic: Through a resilience approach, UNDP and UNHCR address development and humanitarian challenges 
simultaneously. Coordination, planning, advocacy, fundraising and programming to respond to the Syrian refugee crisis 
across Türkiye, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt is overseen within the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP). Co-led 
by UNHCR and UNDP, the 3RP coordinates across 230 humanitarian and development partners and has delivered USD 
26 billion of aid since its inception. Over the year 2024, concerted efforts under the 3RP enabled 419,200 Syrian refugees 
to return home.

•	 Coordination: There are no formal HDP Nexus coordination institutions in Lebanon, but HDP actors, including UNDP, 
participate in cluster coordination and national and subnational levels. 
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UNDP contributes to supporting refugees and host 
communities while strengthening social cohesion.
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https://www.undp.org/arab-states/publications/socioeconomic-impacts-2024-war-lebanon
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/regional-flash-update-61-syria-situation-23-january-2026
https://www.3rpsyriacrisis.org/portfolio/lcrp2022_23/
https://www.undp.org/lebanon/press-releases/tensions-monitoring-system-portal
https://www.undp.org/lebanon/projects/lebanon-host-communities-support-lhsp
https://www.3rpsyriacrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/3RP_2025.pdf
https://www.3rpsyriacrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2024_3RP_Annual_Report_.pdf
mailto: thair.shraideh@undp.org

