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Overview

The Social Innovation Platform (SIP) is UNDP’s
regional initiative in Asia and the Pacific to facilitate
sustainable local development with adaptive,
participatory and systems-based governance
approaches. It offers an alternative approach to local
development, one that incorporates diverse voices of
society, reflects local realities, leverages local wisdom,
and puts communities at the centre of development
solutions. In 2024, ADB and UNDP scaled the SIP
initiative to Bangladesh, India, the Maldives, Nepal,
and the Philippines, beyond the initial rollout in
Indonesia, Pakistan, and Thailand since 2019. 

Coverage

Partners

Bangladesh, India, the Maldives, Nepal, and
the Philippines

Asian Development Bank (ADB)

National and Local Government Authorities

60,000 engaged through SIP activities

in five countries 

6 local governments adopted adaptive, participatory

and systems-based governance approaches 

300 government officials trained in inclusive and

sustainable local development planning

SIP Landing Page Website

Contact Person:

Diana Torres, Regional Governance Advisor | diana.torres@undp.org
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Key Resources

Budget:

US$500,000

Duration:

2025 – 2026

Don’t build for the people, rather build with
them. Then fairness and justice will come...
we must lead with shared value,
participation, fairness, and ecological care.

— Mohammed Azaz, Administrator of
Dhaka North, Bangladesh 

PORTFOLIO/PROJECT BRIEFS IN THE RBAP REGIONAL PROGRAMME 

Bangladesh: Dhaka North City Corporation allocated

US$817,000 to improve climate-resilient infrastructure

and support climate-induced migrant communities,

benefiting 40,000 poor households; 

The Maldives: Kulhudhuffushi City has transformed

innovative planning tools into lasting governance

capabilities by institutionalizing participatory and

systems-based approaches, enhancing services for over

13,000 island residents, including migrant workers 

The Philippines:  

Key Achievements

Baguio City completed its first Voluntary Local

Review (VLR), leading three additional local

governments to request UNDP support. 

Malay Municipality redefined its agricultural

development strategy using a portfolio approach

and strengthened multi-level governance

capabilities, surpassing the 10% milestone toward its

‘moonshot’ target of meeting 20% of Boracay’s

priority crop demand through local supply. 

https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/regional-local-governance/social-innovation-platform
https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/regional-local-governance

