
Future-Ready Urban Governance

Overview

UNDP’s approach to help cities become

adaptive, anticipatory, and agile —

responsive to today’s needs while preparing

for tomorrow’s demands. Our model

prioritises people, nature, and outcomes,

fostering governance systems that are bold,

inclusive, flexible, and innovative.

Key Offers

Partners

Strengthening city leadership and future-ready capabilities

Promoting city-to-city learning and regional cooperation

Integrating climate resilience into urban planning

Facilitating multi-level partnerships for policy and investment

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, Thailand
Chaoyang District Government, Beijing Municipality,
China 
Dhangadhi Sub-Metropolitan City, Nepal
Dhaka North City Corporation, Bangladesh
Kulhudhuffushi City Council, Maldives
Ministry of Cities, Local Government and Public
Works, Maldives
Local Government Authority, Maldives
Local Government Unit of Baguio City, Philippines
Malay Municipality, Aklan, Philippines 
Ministry of Planning and Resource Management of
Sarawak, Malaysia

ESCAP, UN Habitat, CityNet, Centre for Liveable Cities,
Open Government Partnership 

National and Local Government Partners:

Ecosystem Partners 

Key Figures in Asia-Pacific

54% of the world’s
urban population
lives in the region

80%
of regional GDP is driven
by urban areas

67% of the global total of
subnational governments 

30+ years of regional experience in urban

governance and local development

Supported 10+ cities across Asia-Pacific in

participatory planning and co-creation through

the Social Innovation Platform (SIP)

Leveraging UNDP’s regional presence across

36 countries, 25 Country Offices, and the

Bangkok Regional Hub

Engaged 100+ city leaders since 2023 through

the Leadership for the Future dialogue series

Key Highlights 

Key Publication Website

Contact Person:

Diana Torres, Regional Governance Advisor | diana.torres@undp.org
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Key Resources

What does effective urban
governance look like? It’s about how
cities respond and the choices local
leaders make within their
constraints. Where leadership
listens, engages, and makes choices
that benefit the many, cities advance
on the path to long-term well-being. 

— Kanni Wignaraja, UN Assistant
Secretary-General & UNDP Regional
Director for Asia and the Pacific
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https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/publications/rethinking-urban-governance-tomorrows-cities-asia-pacific
https://www.undp.org/asia-pacific/regional-local-governance

