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PROLOGUE 
The human development approach promoted by the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) places 
people at the center and focuses on how this approach 
expands their choices. Living a long and healthy life, re-
ceiving an education, and having access to the resources 
necessary to enjoy a dignified life are fundamental indi-
cators of human development. However, this perspective 
goes beyond the formation of human capabilities and also 
refers to their use in the social sphere—such as trust for 
cooperation, a sense of belonging, and the willingness 
and capacity to address differences through dialogue 
and agreements. It is through this dimension that material 
progress is transformed into real, fair, and lasting benefits.

This study is based on a simple premise: to understand 
perceptions, attitudes, aspirations, and social dispositions, 
it is necessary to measure them in order to establish com-
parative baselines. Between November and December 
2025, a face-to-face survey was carried out with a nation-
ally distributed sample of 1,295 respondents representing 
varied regional and socioeconomic contexts. The study 
has a maximum margin of error of ±2.71% at a 95% confi-
dence level.

The instrument explores dimensions associated with so-
cial cohesion in areas such as sense of belonging, trust, 
cooperation, and the management of disagreement, gath-
ering perceptions about the conditions for coexistence 
and the pathways considered legitimate for addressing 
differences in public life. In line with its purpose, the ques-
tionnaire prioritizes identifying areas of convergence and 

common ground in citizens’ experiences, as well as en-
abling conditions for cooperation and the development of 
practical agreements.

From a human development perspective, social cohesion 
can be understood as the quality of social life that allows 
a society to manage transformations and sustain progress 
over time: having shared horizons, functional bonds of 
trust and cooperation, and citizens capable of participat-
ing and contributing to the construction of shared rules. 
This does not imply uniformity or the absence of differ-
ences; rather, it implies the existence of legitimate and 
socially accepted ways to process disagreements. It also 
suggests that cooperation can be sustained even in con-
texts of limited or uneven trust, when there is a sufficient 
sense of belonging and a shared destiny.

This report presents the evidence gathered through the 
survey and provides an analytical input to understand, 
from the perspective of citizens, perceptions and dis-
positions relevant to coexistence and cooperation in 
Venezuela. It also aims to establish an initial baseline, 
with the intention of contributing technically to a more in-
formed public discussion on the strengths and gaps of so-
cial cohesion in the country, as well as on the conditions 
that could foster coexistence and cooperation. In keeping 
with the spirit of this effort, we aspire for these data to 
serve as a public good: accessible and useful evidence 
for all Venezuelans, contributing to better understanding 
and helping to inform decisions and initiatives aimed at 
improving the well-being of the population.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
What Brings Us Together: The Voice of 
Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence
National survey conducted between November and 
December 2025

Purpose of the Study
This study by the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) presents empirical evidence on how 
Venezuelan citizens perceive coexistence, conflict, and 
the pathways considered legitimate for processing dif-
ferences in public life. 

The objective is not to assess specific political actors or 
processes, nor to prescribe solutions, but rather to pro-
vide a baseline that contributes to a more informed pub-
lic and technical discussion on the strengths and gaps of 
social cohesion in the country.

The survey was conducted face-to-face with 1,295 re-
spondents aged 18 and older from socioeconomic strata 
C, D, and E, across different regions of Venezuela, be-
tween November and December 2025. The results re-
flect citi-zens’ perceptions at that specific point in time.

Key Findings
The results reveal a complex and nuanced reality. 
Venezuela does not emerge as a fully cohesive society, 
nor as a completely fractured one. The study identifies 
relevant social assets that coexist with tensions and 
clear limits to coexistence, particularly in the realm of 
public debate.

Shared Identity and Pragmatic Values as Social Assets

The study reveals an exceptionally high sense of national 
identity, as the data below shows (infographic 1).

Infographic 1.  Sense of pride and common purpose beyond 
political differences

Percentage (%) of respondents 

Report feeling proud 
to be Venezuelan

Believe that Venezuelans share a common 
destiny beyond political di	erences 

64.1%98.8%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Regarding the factors that most unite venezuelans, respon-
dents identify elements deeply rooted in everyday life (see 
infographic 2)

Infographic 2. Main elements of national cohesion  
and shared values

Percentage (%) of respondents  

Family and caring for 
children

Work and the drive to “move forward” 
(echar pa’lante) 

The desire to live in peace The aspiration for economic 
improvement

86.3% 85.7%

87.1% 86.9%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

When asked to prioritize a single factor, nearly 75% men-
tion family, work, and the economy. These results sug-
gest that the most effective appeals to social unity are 
anchored on concrete improvements in daily life rather 
than on abstract symbols.

Majority Willingness to Engage in Dialogue  
and Agreements

One of the most consistent findings of the study is citizens’ 
preference for dialogue, negotiation, and agreements 
as the means to manage differences. Among those who 
perceive conflicts in the country (77.6%), 84.6% prefer that 
these be resolved through agreements, compared to only 
9.5% who prefer confrontation. People agree that negoti-
ation makes it possible to seek solutions and that conces-
sions help achieve a greater good (see infographic 3).

Infographic 3.  Perceptions regarding the effectiveness and 
value of agreements

Percentage (%) of respondents  

65.3%

86.3%

79.9%

Believe that agreements 
between actors with 

di�ering views can work

Agree that negotiating is not 
surrendering, but rather 

seeking solutions

Believe that, in a negotiation, both 
sides should be willing to make 

concessions to achieve a greater good

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

When asked about the most effective way to address the 
country’s challenges, the option with the greatest support 
is “negotiation and agreements among Venezuelans” 
(46.4%), far surpassing other alternatives.
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Broad Rejection of Violence as a Path to Change

The study documents a strong rejection of violence. A 
total of 77.4% believe that a situation of violence would 
worsen the country’s problems, and 72.6% disagree with 
the idea that violence can be used to achieve change 
(see infographic 4).

Infographic 4. Prevailing attitudes toward violence and its 
impact on national stability

Percentage (%) of respondents  

Believe that a situation of 
violence would worsen the 
country’s problems

Disagree with the idea that violence 
can be used to achieve change

77.4% 72.6%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

When considering the hypothesis of a violent escalation, 
the main concerns are human and social: 33.4% indicate 
that what would affect them most would be the loss of 
Venezuelan lives in general, and 23.8% the loss of loved 
ones. These results reflect a strong orientation toward 
preserving life and family ties (see infographic 5).

Infographic 5. Primary concerns regarding the human cost of 
violence

Percentage (%) of respondents  

Priority the loss of 
Venezuelan lives

Priority the loss of loved ones

33.4% 23.8%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Everyday Cooperation that Persists Despite Distrust

In everyday life, practices of cooperation and mutual sup-
port persist. A total of 88.9% believe that Venezuelans can 
overcome current difficulties by working together, while 
59.6% report trusting most Venezuelans. Furthermore, 
a substantial portion of respondents reported receiving 
support from others with moderate to high frequency, 
transcending political divides. There is also a widespread 
perception that, within immediate social circles, individu-
als actively strive to maintain unity despite their differenc-
es (see infographic 6).

Infographic 6. Prevalent attitudes toward mutual support and 
social cooperation

Percentage (%) of respondents  

59.6%

88.9%

68.1%

82.2%

Report trusting most 
Venezuelans

Believe that Venezuelans can 
overcome current di�culties 

by working together

Report having received help from 
others with moderate or high 

frequency, regardless of political 
di­erences

Perceive that in their immediate 
surroundings people make e­orts 

to remain united despite di­erences

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

These data indicate that, although there is a generalized 
perception of distrust at the systemic level, cooperation 
continues to function in close, everyday spaces.

Clear Limits to Coexistence and Public Debate

Willingness to engage in dialogue coexists with signifi-
cant limitations. Only 18.6% frequently converse with peo-
ple who think differently on political or social issues, and 
54.7% believe that there is not enough respect to engage 
in debate without aggression. Peaceful coexistence is 
perceived as possible but often conditional: while some 
consider it generally possible, others believe it is only fea-
sible if certain topics are avoided (see infographic 7).

Infographic 7. Main challenges regarding dialogue and mutual 
respect

Percentage (%) of respondents  

18.6%

54.7%

33.6%

35.5%

Frequently converse 

Believe that there is not 
enough respect to engage in 

debate without aggression

Believe it is generally 
possible converse 

Believe it is possible only if 
certain topics are avoided

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

These findings suggest that the main challenge is not a 
lack of willingness, but rather the absence of conditions 
that enable respectful and sustained dialogue.

Outlook and Expectations for the Future

A large majority (77.6%) acknowledge the existence of con-
flicts in the country, perceived primarily as political (51.7%) 
and economic (31.5%). Only 2.2% identify the conflict as 
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a social rupture among citizens, suggesting that tensions 
are located mainly in institutional and structural spheres 
(see infographic 8).

Infographic 8. Perceptions regarding the nature  
of national conflicts

Percentage (%) of respondents  

Conflict
Recognition

Political  | 51.7%

Economic | 31.5%

International  11.9%

Social | 2.2%

Other | 1.5%

DK/NR | 1.2%

77.6%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Despite the accumulated difficulties, 65.3% of Venezuelans 
believed, at the time of the survey, that the country could 
improve in the years ahead. This optimism coexists with 
a perception of risk if conflicts are not addressed: 63.6% 
believe that allowing conflicts to persist would lead to a 
deterioration of the country’s situation (see infographic 9).

Infographic 9. Perceptions of future improvement and the 
impact of unresolved conflicts

Percentage (%) of respondents  

Believe that the country could 
improve in coming years

Believe unresolved conflicts 
worsen situation

65.3% 63.6%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Overall Implications
Taken together, the results show that Venezuela has rel-
evant social capacities—shared identity, pragmatic val-
ues, everyday cooperation, and a majority preference 
for agreements—which together constitute a social foun-
dation conducive to coexistence and cooperation. At the 
same time, these capacities do not eliminate existing 
tensions nor replace the need for institutional, econom-
ic, and regulatory conditions that allow social disposi-
tions to be translated into sustainable agreements.

This study provides a baseline corresponding to the end 
of 2025, useful for understanding how citizens perceive 
coexistence and conflict, and for guiding future discus-
sions from a human development perspective.
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1. Identity and What Brings Us 
Together 

Human development is also expressed in the conditions 
that allow people to live in society in ways they value: with 
dignity; with the ability to participate, express their ideas, 
and to dissent without fear; and with bonds of trust and co-
operation that make coexistence viable and sustainable.

This chapter documents shared identity, emotions, and 
the everyday drivers that make the common social space 
possible. The results reveal significant social assets: 
an almost universal sense of national pride, emotional 
openness toward coexistence, a sense of shared des-
tiny, and pragmatic values rooted in effort, family, and 
progress. These elements constitute the foundations 
upon which coexistence is sustained, even in contexts 
of transformation and uncertainty. 

Near-Universal National Pride and Identity 
One of the central questions for understanding a society’s 
capacities is whether its members recognize themselves 
as part of a community with shared values. Without this 
basic recognition, political deliberation becomes more 
complex, and cooperation toward collective goals more 
difficult.

In Venezuela, 98.8% of respondents report feeling proud 
to be Venezuelan. This finding cuts across regional, gen-
erational, and socioeconomic divisions (see Figure 1). 

Figure 1. National pride as a shared foundation of collective 
identity 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to level of pride in being Venezuelan

​ 

Yes
98,8%

No
0.9%

DK/NR
0.3%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

This result suggests the existence of a shared emotion-
al bond that establishes a unifying link in identity. In 
other words, it provides a foundation upon which social 
coexistence can be built.

Social capacities are not only rational or instrumental; 
they also include affective dimensions that can facili-
tate or hinder cooperation.

When asked which emotion predominates when think-
ing about living alongside people who think differ-
ently, positive responses far outweigh negative ones. 
Together, hope and a sense of unity together account 
for 65.6%. By contrast, negative emotions such as indif-
ference, distrust, confusion, and fear are less prevalent 
(see Figure 2).

Figure 2. Predominant emotions regarding coexistence with 
people who think differently 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to predominant emotion when considering 
coexistence with those who think differently

45.9%

19.7%

9.9%

8.4%

6.5%

4.9%

2.0%

2.7%

Hope

Unity

Indi	erence

Distrust

Confusion

Fear

Other

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

This finding suggests that, at the affective level, most peo-
ple are open to coexistence. It is not that negative emo-
tions are absent, but rather that positive emotions prevail. 
This emotional openness constitutes an asset that facil-
itates willingness to participate in spaces for exchange, 
dialogue, and cooperation with those who hold different 
perspectives.

A Sense of Shared Destiny Beyond 
Differences 
One dimension of collective identity is whether people 
feel they share a common destiny with their fellow citi-
zens, beyond political differences. This notion of interde-
pen-dence facilitates cooperation because it establishes 
that one’s own well-being is linked to that of others, even 
in the presence of deep disagreements.

A total of 64.1% of the population feels that they share a 
common destiny with their fellow citizens beyond polit-
ical differences. This includes 31.1% who responded “a 
great deal” and 33.0% who responded “quite a lot” (see 
Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Perception of a shared destiny among Venezuelans

Percentage (%) of respondents as to perception of a shared destiny among 
Venezuelans

31.1%

33.0%

64.1

24.8%

5.1%

6.0%

A great deal

Quite a lot

A little

Not at all

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Despite the challenges facing the country, most respon-
dents agree that Venezuelans are bound together by a 
shared destiny. This perception is fundamental to social 
cohesion because it establishes that differences, while 
important, do not fully define relationships among people.  

Pragmatic Values: Effort, Family, and 
Progress
The values that a society effectively upholds—those that 
guide everyday decisions and behaviors—reveal peo-
ple’s priorities. These values may be abstract or con-
crete, idealistic or pragmatic, focused on the present or  
future-oriented.

When asked which quality they value most in their com-
patriots, responses revealed a clear hierarchy: “working 
hard and moving forward” (trabajar y echar pa’lante), “sol-
idarity,” “creativity,” and “joy” as the most important char-
acteristics (see Figure 4). 

Similarly, when asked what currently motivates 
Venezuelans as a collective, the main responses were: 
“moving forward despite difficulties,” “prioritizing care for 
family and those closest,” and “willingness to cooperate 
so that the country can improve” (see Figure 5). 

Figure 4. Most valued qualities among Venezuelans 

​Percentage (%) of respondents as to the quality they value most in their fellow citizens

45.4%

19.4%

15.9%

14.7%

0.4%

4.2%

Hard work /
“moving forward”

Solidarity in
 di�cult times

Creativity in
problem-solving

Joy / sense
 of humor

Other

DK/NA

 

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Figure 5. Most valued collective motivations among 
Venezuelans 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on what currently drives 
Venezuelans the most

35.7%

18.8%

14.5%

13.6%

7.6%

3.9%

2.1%

3.8%

Moving ahead and making
 progress despite di�culties

Putting family and
 close ones first

Willingness to cooperate
 so the country improves

Getting through day
 by day without thinking
 much about the future

Avoiding political
 provocations and focusing

 on personal matters
Taking advantage of

 opportunities for only a few
Fatigue and distrust

 among those who
 think di�erently

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

At the personal level, when asked what motivates indi-
viduals in their daily lives, the main responses include 
“family support” (30.7%), “improving one’s own situation” 
(25.9%), and “ensuring economic stability” (16.4%) (see 
Figure 6).
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Figure 6. Most valued interpersonal motivations among 
Venezuelans

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their primary motivators in daily life

30.7%

25.9%

16.4%

12.3%

10.0%

0.4%

4.3%

Caring for and
 supporting your family

Moving forward and
 improving your

circumstances

Ensuring economic
 well-being and stability

Contributing, even if
 small ways, to

 improving Venezuela

Avoiding problems
 and conflict

Other

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

The evidence is consistent across its different dimen-
sions: the Venezuelan population values effort, family, 
and progress. This does not imply that other elements are 
irrelevant, but the responses provide clear indications of 
what drives everyday life for the majority.

What Unites in Practice
It is essential to identify the tangible factors that gener-
ate cohesion. When measuring which factors help bring 
Venezuelans together, the results indicate that family and 
caring for children bring together 87.1% of respondents; 
work and the drive to “move forward” account for 86.9%; 
the desire to live in peace reaches 86.3%; and the desire 
for economic improvement stands at 85.7%. With similarly 
high, though slightly lower, percentages appear pride in 
Venezuelan culture, faith or spiritual beliefs, and the na-
tional football team, La Vinotinto (see Figure 7). 

According to respondents, the most frequently mentioned 
unifying factors are concrete aspects of everyday life—
family as the primary support network; work associated 
with effort and progress; peace as a valued condition for 
coexistence and planning; and economic opportunities 
linked to improved well-being. Alongside these, there are 
also significant references to pride in Venezuelan culture 
and to faith or spiritual beliefs, as symbolic and emotional 
components that contribute to a sense of belonging and 
social cohesion (see Figure 7). 

Implications for Social Cohesion
The findings in this section suggest that Venezuela has solid 
foundations of shared identity and common values. 

Figure 7. Elements that contribute to national unity beyond 
political differences​ 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on what helps unite 
Venezuelans beyond their political differences

87,1%

86,9%

86,3%

85,7%

81,9%

78,6%

66,6%

Family and caring
 for children

Work and the desire
 to “move forward”

The desire to live in
 peace, without violence

The desire for the
 economy to improve and

 for more opportunities

Pride in Venezuelan
 culture (music, food,

 humor, traditions)

Faith or spiritual beliefs,
 each in their own way

The national football
 team (La Vinotinto)

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

These assets do not guarantee that processes of trans-
formation will be easy, but they do show that there is 
common ground—a starting point—from which to build. 
A society in which 98.8% feel proud of their nation-
al identity, nearly two-thirds feel they share a common 
destiny, and positive emotions outweigh negative ones 
possesses social capacities that can be mobilized to 
strengthen the social fabric and process differences in a 
constructive manner.

Given that the factors that unite people are rooted in 
everyday life and in expectations of moving forward, 
processes of engagement anchored in concrete im-
provements—such as family protection and the gener-
ation of opportunities—tend to generate greater reso-
nance and sustainability.

Recognizing these assets does not imply denying the 
challenges the country faces but rather identifying the 
capacities available to address them. Venezuela has a 
strong identity, shared values and interests oriented 
toward progress, and emotional openness to coexis-
tence, alongside significant challenges in how differ-
ences are processed. 

2. Coexistence and Trust 
Advancing human development requires both the pres-
ence of social assets—such as shared identity and 
common values—and functional levels of trust and co-
operation that allow people to relate across diverse 
viewpoints without fracturing the social fabric. This sec-
tion explores how people relate to one another when 
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they hold different perspectives, where coexistence is 
feasible, where it encounters limits, and how much trust 
and reciprocity persist in everyday life.

The responses reveal a complex reality. On the one hand, 
there are significant levels of interpersonal trust, belief in 
collective capacity, and everyday reciprocity that contin-
ue to operate. On the other hand, the frequency of con-
versation between people with differing perspectives is 
low, respect for debate is perceived as insufficient, and 
coexistence with those who think differently is consid-
ered feasible but often subject to conditions.

Trust and Cooperation That Persist 
A total of 59.6% of Venezuelans report trusting most of 
their fellow citizens (see Figure 8). 

Figure 8. Perceptions of interpersonal trust among 
Venezuelans ​ 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to level of trust in most of their fellow citizens

Yes
59.6%

No
34.2%

DK/NR
6.2%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

The findings suggest that trust among Venezuelans can 
coexist with a widespread perception of distrust in the 
broader social environment. While 59.6% state that they 
trust most of their compatriots (see Figure 8), when asked 
about levels of distrust among Venezuelans, responses 
cluster around very high (13.8%), high (36.0%), and moder-
ate (36.4%); only 7.1% consider it low (see Figure 9).

This difference does not necessarily imply a contradiction, 
as the questions capture different dimensions: on the one 
hand, personal willingness to trust; and on the other, per-
ceptions of the overall climate of social relations. People 
may report trust in their close relationships and lived ex-
periences while simultaneously perceiving high levels of 
distrust at the national level (see Figure 9).

Figure 9. Levels of collective distrust among Venezuelans

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on the nature of distrust  
among Venezuelans

49.8%

43.5%

13.8%

36.0%

36.4%

7.1%

6.7%

Very high

High

Moderate

Low

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

These results suggest that everyday trust continues to 
operate within families, communities, and workplaces, 
even when there is a perception that the country’s over-
all social climate is marked by high levels of distrust.  

Belief in Collective Capacity 
Beyond interpersonal trust, another relevant dimension 
is the belief that difficulties can be overcome by working 
together. This belief in collective capacity is fundamen-
tal because it establishes that transformation is possi-
ble through cooperation, not solely through external or 
individual actions. A total of 88.9% believe that current 
difficulties can be overcome through coordinated efforts 
(see Figure 10).

Cooperation among Venezuelans appears to be highly 
valued as one of the pathways for addressing challenges 
and moving forward. In this sense, the results suggest that 
approaches which recognize and strengthen collective 
action and existing capacities within the country may be 
particularly relevant. 

Everyday Reciprocity Across Differences  
One concrete way to assess whether cooperation oper-
ates in practice is to ask about real experiences of mutual 
assistance. When asked how often they have needed help 
from others in their daily lives and received it, regardless of 
political differences, three out of four people (76.1%) report 
receiving help with at least moderate frequency (moderate 
37.6%, high 30.5%, and very high 8.0%) (see Figure 11). 
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Figure 10. Belief in collective capacity to overcome difficulties

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on whether Venezuelans 
working together can overcome their difficulties

Yes
88.9%

No
5.4%

DK/NR
5.7%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Figure 11. Levels of everyday cooperation and reciprocity, 
regardless of political differences

Percentage (%) of respondents as to frequency of receiving assistance from 
fellow citizens, regardless of political differences

8.0%

30.5%

37.6%

16.5%

7.4%

Very often

Often

Moderately
 often

Rarely

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Efforts to Maintain Unity in Close 
Environments 
In terms of coexistence in close settings, the survey ex-
plores whether people perceive efforts to remain united 
despite political differences. In this context, 53.8% indi-
cate that in their immediate surroundings—family, friend-
ships, and workplaces—people make efforts to stay unit-
ed (see Figure 12). 

Figure 12. Efforts to maintain unity in close environments, 
regardless of political differences

Percentage (%) of respondents indicating that efforts are made in their 
environment to maintain unity despite political differences

53.8%

28.4%

6.0%

11.8%

Yes, overall, there is an
e�ort to remain united

Only some people try

No, almost no one
 makes that e�ort

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Limited Conversation Among those with 
Different Perspectives
Despite the significant levels of trust and reciprocity 
highlighted by the survey results, there is one dimen-
sion in which coexistence shows clear limits. Only 18.6% 
of Venezuelans frequently engage in conversations with 
people who think differently on political or social issues 
(see Figure 13). An additional 29.1% do so only occasion-
ally. These results indicate that within Venezuelan society 
there coexist both individuals who are able or willing to 
sustain regular conversations with those who hold differ-
ent views and others who, for various reasons, avoid such 
conversations or limit them to specific moments.

Figure 13. Frequency of conversations with people holding 
different political or social opinions 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to frequency of conversation with those who 
hold different political or social views

​ 

18.6%

47.7%

47.5%

29.1%

30.6%

16.9%

4.8%

Frequently

Sometimes

Almost never

Never

DK/NA

 
Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.
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The low frequency of conversation among those with 
different perspectives constitutes one of the areas re-
quiring the greatest attention in order to strengthen co-
existence. It is important to note that, according to the 
survey results, the declared preference for dialogue is 
high. However, the limited practice of engaging with 
those who think differently opens valuable opportuni-
ties to strengthen spaces that facilitate more frequent 
and constructive exchange.  

Perceived Lack of Respect for Debate 
One of the barriers to conversation between those who 
think differently may be the perception that sufficient 
conditions of respect do not exist for dialogue on politi-
cal or social issues without it escalating into aggression. 
If people anticipate that debate will be aggressive or dis-
respectful, they are likely to avoid it, even if they value 
exchange in principle. A total of 54.7% of Venezuelans 
believe there is not enough respect to engage in debate 
without aggression. This is one of the weakest indicators 
of the study in terms of coexistence, and it reflects a wide-
spread perception that the climate for debate is hostile 
(see Figure 14). 

Figure 14. Perception of the existence of sufficient conditions 
of respect for debate without aggression  

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on whether there is sufficient 
respect to debate without aggression

Yes
37.5%

No
54.7%

DK/NR
7.8%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Political Language Perceived as an Amplifier 
of Conflict
Closely related to perceptions of disrespect is the role of 
political language. When political language used in dis-
cussions is perceived as reducing tensions and facilitating 
understanding, it can contribute to improving the climate 
for dialogue. When, instead, it is perceived as increasing 

conflict, it contributes to the deterioration of conditions for 
coexistence. A total of 58.8% of Venezuelans believe that 
insults and labels used in political discussions increase 
conflicts in the country (see Figure 15).  

Figure 15. Influence of political language on conflict dynamics 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on the extent to which 
language influences the escalation of conflicts

​

58.8%

32.8%

26.0%

16.4%

14.9%

9.9%

It greatly contributes
 to increasing conflicts

It somewhat contributes
 to increasing conflicts

Sometimes it helps express truths
 that would otherwise not be said

It hardly influences conflicts

DK/NA

 

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Coexistence Possible but Conditional 

Given a context in which trust and cooperation coex-
ist with limited conversation and a climate perceived as 
lacking respect, it is relevant to ask whether Venezuelans 
believe that peaceful coexistence with people who think 
very differently is possible. A total of 33.6% believe that 
peaceful coexistence is generally possible. Another 
33.5% believe it is possible only if certain topics are avoid-
ed. A further 15.8% consider it difficult but possible, while 
only 9.8% believe it is not possible. When combining the 
categories “yes, generally possible” and “possible only if 
certain topics are avoided,” 67.1% consider coexistence to 
be possible in some form (see Figure 16).

Coexistence is not perceived as unattainable, but neither 
is it seen as simple or unrestricted. People cooperate, 
help one another, and maintain relationships, but many 
do so by avoiding conversations on controversial topics, 
which suggests the presence of significant levels of polar-
ization among citizens. 
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Figure 16. Perceptions of the possibility of peaceful 
coexistence with people who think differently 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on the possibility of 
coexisting with people who hold different views

33.6%

33.5%

15.8%

9.8%

7.3%

Yes, it is generally
 possible

Only if certain
 topics are avoided

It is hardly possible

It is not possible

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

What is Entailed in Strengthening 
Coexistence 
Even as the Venezuelan social fabric faces tensions, it 
retains foundations of cooperation and mutual support. 
Interpersonal trust, belief in collective capacity, everyday 
reciprocity, and efforts to maintain unity in close environ-
ments continue to be expressed in daily life. These are 
significant assets that indicate the existence of functional 
bases for cooperation.

However, these assets coexist with important limitations. 
Conversation across differing perspectives is infrequent; 
the climate for debate is perceived as insufficiently re-
spectful; aggressive or labeling political language is seen 
as an amplifier of conflict; and coexistence is perceived 
as possible but often conditional, requiring the avoidance 
of certain topics.

This combination suggests that strengthening coexis-
tence requires addressing both assets and limitations. 
On the one hand, it is important to recognize and mobi-
lize the trust, reciprocity, and belief in collective capacity 
that already exist. On the other hand, it is essential to 
improve the conditions that make the exchange of per-
spectives possible. If the majority prefers dialogue but 
avoids practicing it because they anticipate a lack of re-
spect, then the challenge is not to change preferences, 
but to create conditions that allow those preferences to 
become operational. 

3. Dialogue and Agreements: 
How to Address Differences 
Through Peaceful Means 

Human development requires that people be able to form 
their own preferences about how to live and organize col-
lectively, as well as the existence of socially recognized 
mechanisms to process those preferences when they 
differ. A society’s capacity to manage disagreement con-
structively constitutes, in itself, a substantive freedom. It 
allows people to participate in collective life without hav-
ing to renounce their convictions or retreat into isolation.

This section presents results on citizens’ preferences re-
garding how to process differences and on the perceived 
legitimacy of negotiation, concessions, and the vari-
ous—both institutional and non-institutional—pathways to 
reaching agreements. The findings show that negotiated 
solutions are the dominant preference, that negotiation is 
broadly accepted, that concessions are understood as a 
necessary part of the process, and that preventing severe 
escalations justifies making concessions. 

Dominant Preference for Agreements 
A central question for understanding the possibilities of de-
liberation is whether citizens perceive agreement-based 
processes as viable, or whether they have adopted the 
belief that only the imposition of one view over another 
can resolve disputes. When Venezuelans were asked to 
choose between two statements—“agreements between 
actors with different views can work” versus “it is better 
for one view to impose itself over another”—63.5% pre-
ferred agreements, while only 20.8% preferred imposition 
(see Figure 17).

Figure 17. Preference between agreements and imposition-
based processes 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on whether agreements are 
better than imposition

It is better for 
one viewpoint to 
prevail over the 

other
20.8

Agreements between 
actors with di�erent 
viewpoints can work
63.5%

DK/NR
15.7%

​  
Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.
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Dialogue and Negotiation as the Preferred 
Pathway 
Beyond an abstract preference for agreements over im-
position, it is key to understand which specific pathway 
citizens consider appropriate for resolving political differ-
ences. When asked how political differences should be 
resolved, 50.4% responded through dialogue and nego-
tiation; 12.4% prefer firmly defending one’s own position 
without concessions; 10.4% prefer peaceful mobilization; 
and 8.8% prefer institutional mechanisms (see Figure 18). 

Figure 18. Preferred pathways for resolving political differences

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on how political differences 
should be resolved

50.4%

12.4%

10.4%

8.8%

6.3%

11.7%

Dialogue and negotiation

Firm positions

Peaceful mobilization

Institutional mechanisms

Other

DK/NA

 

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

These responses confirm that dialogue and negotiation 
enjoy the greatest social support as mechanism for ad-
dressing differences.

When measuring agreement with the statement, “It is im-
portant to maintain spaces for dialogue and negotiation 
to seek agreements, even among those who think very 
differently, even if that means conceding on some points,” 
responses reveal majority support. Combining the cate-
gories “agree” and “strongly agree,” 50.4% support the 
importance of preserving spaces for dialogue, while only 
13.6% oppose it (see Figure 19). 

Negotiated Solutions Preferred among Those 
Who Perceive Conflict 
Given that most people perceive the existence of con-
flicts in the country, it is relevant to ask specifically those 
who recognize such conflict about their preferred means 
of resolving it. Among those who perceive conflicts in 
the country, 84.6% prefer that they be resolved through 
agreements, while only 9.5% prefer confrontation. In oth-
er words, recognizing the existence of conflict does not 

imply support for confrontational strategies to resolve it. 
Even among those who perceive significant tensions, the 
negotiated pathway maintains strong social support (see 
Figure 20). 

Figure 19. Assessment of spaces for dialogue and negotiation

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their level of agreement with the 
statement: “It is important to maintain spaces for dialogue and negotiation to 
seek agreements, even among those with very different views, even if it means 
compromising on some points.”

3.2%

10.4%

22.5%

41.2%

9.2%

13.5%

Strongly disagree

Disagree

Neither agree
 nor disagree

Agree

Strongly agree

DK/NA

13.6%

50.4%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Figure 20. Conflict-resolution preferences among those who 
recognize the existence of conflict 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to individual preference for agreements 
versus confrontation

Prefer agreements
84.6%

Prefer 
confrontation

9.5%

DK/NR
5.9%

​Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Negotiating Is Not Surrendering, but Seeking 
Solutions 

The responses do not reflect a single, uniform view of 
negotiation. Alongside strong support for negotiation as 
a pathway to seek solutions, there remains a segment 
that, in certain scenarios, justifies firmness and non-ne-
gotiation. Taken together, this suggests that the legit-
imacy of dialogue is assessed not only as an abstract 
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principle, but also in relation to context, perceptions of 
reciprocity, and expectations of outcomes.

This becomes particularly clear when respondents are 
presented with the statement “Negotiating is not surren-
dering, but seeking solutions” and asked how much they 
agree: 86.3% express agreement. This is one of the high-
est levels of approval in the study and points to a broad 
consensus that negotiation should not be interpreted as 
capitulation, but as a legitimate way to pursue solutions 
(see Figure 21).  

Figure 21. Position regarding the statement “Negotiating is not 
surrendering, but seeking solutions”

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their level of agreement with the 
statement: “Negotiating is not surrendering, but seeking solutions.”

Yes
86.3%

No
13.7%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Concessions Accepted as Part of a Negotiation 
Negotiation processes typically involve parties yielding 
on some positions in order to reach agreements. If con-
cessions are perceived as unacceptable, negotiation 
becomes unviable; if they are accepted as necessary, 
negotiation can move forward. When asked whether, in 
a negotiation, both sides should be willing to make con-
cessions to achieve a greater good, 79.9% responded 
affirmatively. The majority of the country believes that 
both sides should be willing to yield in order to achieve 
a greater good (see Figure 22).  

Preventing Severe Escalations Justifies 
Difficult Concessions 
An additional question is whether there is willingness to 
make concessions even when they are difficult, if doing 
so helps avoid serious adverse scenarios. This willing-
ness evidences the extent to which negotiation is val-
ued not only as an abstract preference, but as an option 
that justifies real costs. When asked whether it would 
be worth making difficult concessions in a negotiation 

if doing so prevents an escalation of violence, 63.1% re-
sponded affirmatively (see Figure 23).

Figure 22. Acceptance of concessions as part of a negotiation 
process 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their belief on whether both parties in a negoti-
ation should be willing to make concessions to achieve a greater good

Yes
79.9%

No
8.3%

DK/NR
11.8%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Figure 23. Willingness to make concessions in negotiation 
processes to prevent scenarios of violence 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to whether they believe stopping an escalation 
of violence is worth the cost, even if it involves difficult concessions

Yes
63.1%

No
21.0%

DK/NR
15.9%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Negotiation Among Venezuelans as the Most 
Effective Pathway 
An important aspect is understanding which pathway 
citizens perceive as most effective for addressing the 
country’s challenges. Perceptions of effectiveness 
shape support for different strategies. When asked 
which pathway they consider most effective for resolv-
ing Venezuela’s challenges, “negotiation and agreement 
among Venezuelans” received the highest level of sup-
port at 46.4%, far exceeding other alternatives, including 
“social mobilization” at 13.4% (see Figure 24).
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Figure 24. Most effective pathway for addressing the country’s 
challenges 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to the pathways they consider effective for 
resolving the challenges in the Venezuelan situation 

46.4%
13.4%

8.0%

8.0%

6.7%

5.0%

12.5%

Negotiation and agreement
 among Venezuelans

Peaceful citizen
 participation (mobilization)

Political pressure to
 accelerate change

External solutions
 (decisions from abroad)

Institutional mechanisms
 (elections, parliament, justice system)

Other

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Legitimacy of “Bridging” Actors Beyond the 
Political Sphere 
Dialogue and agreement processes often require the 
participation of actors who can facilitate, accompany, or 
contribute to the construction and sustainability of un-
derstandings. In this context, the survey measured how 
important it is for different actors to play a constructive 
role in helping the country move forward (combining the 
categories “important” and “very important”). The highest 
percentages correspond to companies and the private 
sector (78.1%), universities and research centers (77.8%), 
and youth and student movements (75.5%). Close behind 
are the media and journalists (73.8%), civil society and 
community organizations (73.4%), and churches and faith-
based organizations (71.4%). Overall, the results show that 
a broad majority recognizes the importance of a diverse 
range of actors in building agreements, with ratings re-
maining above 65% across all categories measured (see 
Figure 25). 

Inclusion as a requirement for sustainability 
A central question for any agreement process is who 
should participate. Processes may include all relevant 
sectors—even if they are in confrontation—or they may 
be selective, excluding some actors. A total of 55.5% of 
Venezuelans believe that, for a dialogue process to be 
sustainable, it must include all relevant sectors, includ-
ing those with whom there are deep differences (see 
Figure 26).  

Figure 25. Importance attributed to different actors in the 
construction of agreements for Venezuela to move forward

Percentage (%) of respondents as to the importance attributed to national actors 
in the construction of agreementss 

78,1%

77,8%

75,5%

73,8%

73,4%

71,4%

69,8%

65,7%

65,3%

Businesses and
 the private sector

Universities and
 research centers

Youth and
 student movements

Media outlets 
and journalists

Civil society and
 community organizations

Churches and faith-based
 organizations

Government authorities
 and the public sector

Opposition political
 parties and leaders

Venezuelans
 living abroad

Note: Each category aggregates “Important” and “Very important” responses.
Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Figure 26. Views on sustained participation of different 
sectors, including those in confrontation, as a condition for 
moving toward solutions 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to whether they believe diverse sectors must 
be part of national solutions, even if they are in conflict.

Yes
55.5%

No
24.4%

DK/NR
20.1%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

For most respondents, agreement sustainability depends 
on the degree of participation. Agreements that exclude 
relevant actors are perceived as fragile. By contrast, 
agreements that include actors with very different posi-
tions are perceived as more robust and sustainable. The 
majority appear to have reached a pragmatic conclusion: 
the complexity inherent in inclusive processes is prefera-
ble to the fragility of an exclusionary agreement. 
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Combining Dialogue with Other Forms of 
Influence
Processes of social transformation rarely depend on a 
single strategy. Societies combine dialogue with other 
forms of influence, such as mobilization, pressure, coali-
tion-building, and communication campaigns. The ques-
tion is how citizens perceive this combination. When 
asked about the best way to move forward in contexts 
marked by significant difficulties, most respondents pre-
fer dialogue alone, followed by those who prefer a combi-
nation of dialogue and pressure (see Figure 27).

Figure 27. Preferences regarding the option that offers the 
greatest possibility of achieving stable, non-violent change 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to the pathway they believe offers the greatest 
possibility for achieving stable, non-violent change in the country

50.5%

9.6%

23.7%

2.7%

2.1%

11.4%

Dialogue

Pressure

Combination of
 dialogue and

 pressure

No changes
 are needed

Other

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Attitude Toward Coexistence and Dialogue 
The level of agreement with eleven statements related 
to coexistence, dialogue, and political conflict was mea-
sured. The results evidence majority orientation toward 
valuing dialogue, recognizing interdependence, and ex-
pressing concern about the consequences of confronta-
tion. A total of 76.4% agree or strongly agree that they 
are concerned about the possibility of conflict leading 
to violence. Meanwhile, 74.6% would like greater recog-
nition for those who seek to build bridges between dif-
fering positions; 78.4% believe the country needs more 
leaders who listen to everyone; and 79.8% consider that 
Venezuela has greater possibilities if a project is built that 
incorporates multiple visions.

In terms of personal disposition, 80.3% would feel proud 
of a national agreement in which everyone would give up 
something. A total of 76.8% report that in their daily lives 
they have contact with people who think differently and 
treat one another with respect. Meanwhile, 83.0% feel 

proud when they see Venezuelans helping each other in 
difficult times, and 81.5% believe that, even though they 
think differently, Venezuelans need one another in order 
to move forward.

Regarding the effects of political confrontation, 70.6% 
agree that such confrontation make it more difficult to 
trust people who think differently, and 73.7% believe that 
political confrontation make it harder for institutions to 
function well. There is one statement on which opinions 
are more divided: that is regarding whether “it is better 
for each group to defend only its own interests,” 53.5% 
agree or strongly agree, while 35.8% disagree or strongly 
disagree (see Figure 28).  

Figure 28. Comparison of levels of acceptance of eleven 
statements related to coexistence, dialogue, and political 
conflict 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their level of agreement or disagreement with 
the statements
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Note: Each category aggregates “Strongly agree” and “Agree” responses.
Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.
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These results show that there is broad consensus in fa-
vor of dialogue, mutual recognition, and the construction 
of cross-cutting agreements. Majorities value those who 
build bridges, recognize the interdependence among 
Venezuelans with different perspectives, and are aware 
of the costs of sustained confrontation. At the same time, 
there remains an unresolved tension between this ap-
preciation of dialogue and a certain pragmatism in which 
each group defends its own interests, suggesting that 
support for dialogue coexists with reservations about how 
much to concede or trust.

These finding document that, although dialogue enjoys 
majority legitimacy, there is a significant segment that 
feels it is necessary necessary to complement dialogue 
with other forms of influence. When combining those who 
prefer dialogue alone with those who prefer dialogue 
combined with pressure, support reaches 74.2%. This in-
dicates that the dominant preference is for processes in 
which dialogue is present, even if, for many, that dialogue 
needs to be combined with other strategies.

It is important to clarify that perceptions of what “pressure” 
means can vary substantially across individuals. For some, 
it may involve building broad coalitions; for others, social 
mobilization; and for others, public visibility of demands. In 
any case, the finding indicates that for a significant seg-
ment, dialogue alone may not be sufficient and that it may 
be advisable to combine it with other actions that create 
incentives for parties to negotiate in good faith.

Importance of Spaces for Dialogue 
Beyond specific preferences regarding pathways for 
resolution, it is relevant to document whether citizens 
value maintaining spaces where dialogue is possible, 
even when it is difficult or slow. As noted earlier, 50.4% 
expressed agreement or strong agreement with the 
statement that it is important to maintain spaces for dia-
logue and negotiation to resolve differences, compared 
to 13.6% who disagreed or strongly disagreed (see 
Figure 19).  

Implications for Dialogue and Agreement 
Processes 
Taken together, the data identify attitudes and dispo-
sitions that may serve as useful inputs for reflection on 
encounters, spaces for dialogue, and agreement-building 
processes. Among these are a preference for conversa-
tional and negotiated pathways to address differences, 
an appreciation of dialogue as a mechanism for seeking 
solutions, and the legitimacy attributed to negotiation as 
a way of bringing positions closer together. There is also 
relatively widespread acceptance that progress may re-
quire reciprocal concessions oriented toward shared ob-
jectives, as well as a perception that agreement among 

Venezuelans can help reduce tensions and open path-
ways to understanding.

These findings do not presuppose a specific process nor 
anticipate outcomes; rather, they describe preferences 
and frames of disposition that can inform the design of 
gradual, inclusive, and problem-centered encounters, 
with minimal rules of respect and a practical focus. In 
this sense, they provide elements for considering care-
ful dialogue initiatives focused on viable solutions and on 
strengthening conditions for coexistence. 

4. How Venezuelans View the 
Country’s Situation 

Social transformation depends not only on structural fac-
tors, but also on collective subjectivity: the way citizens 
process their environment and the “room for maneuver” 
they project for themselves. When opportunities for im-
provement appear nonexistent, talent and effort tend to 
stall due to a lack of operational certainty—people per-
ceive that effort does not guarantee results in an uncer-
tain environment.

By contrast, when reasonable expectations of improve-
ment are maintained, those very difficulties can become a 
point of departure: efforts are sustained, agreements are 
sought, and gradual pathways for expanding opportuni-
ties begin to open. For this reason, the relationship be-
tween perceptions, expectations, and capacities is highly 
relevant, as it influences both what people consider valu-
able as a horizon and what they judge to be feasible in 
order to reach it.

The way a society reads itself operates across multiple 
dimensions. It includes assessments of the current situa-
tion, expectations about future trajectories, and interpre-
tations of differences, tensions, and conflicts. Through 
this reading, people articulate which aspects of their re-
ality require attention, what types of change they consid-
er necessary, and which forms of collective action they 
deem effective. Understanding these perceptions helps 
map what people have reason to value and the capacity 
they perceive to build.

This section documents how Venezuelans assessed the 
country’s situation at the time the survey was conducted. 
The findings show a nuanced combination: favorable ex-
pectations about the future coexist with broad recognition 
of differences and conflicts.

Optimism About the Future Prevails Over 
Pessimism 
Human development is not only about what people have 
today, but also about what they can reasonably expect 
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to achieve tomorrow. In this sense, the ability to aspire, 
imagine better future, and to orient decisions and efforts 
toward shaping it is a substantive dimension of human de-
velopment and an enabling condition for agency. When 
optimism prevails, difficulties are not necessarily denied; 
rather, there is a sustained conviction that progress is pos-
sible. That expectation tends to activate capacities that 
might otherwise remain latent: cooperating, sustaining 
projects, investing in households, seeking agreements, 
and building solutions step by step. For this reason, the 
predominance of optimism over pessimism constitutes a 
relevant social asset: it broadens the space of perceived 
options and strengthens resilience and collective agency 
to transform adverse conditions into starting points for ex-
panding opportunities.

In the context of a prolonged period of economic hard-
ship, nearly two-thirds of Venezuelans (65.3%) believe 
that the country will improve in the coming years. A total 
of 10.1% believe that the situation will remain the same, 
while 9.6% think that it will worsen (see Figure 29).

Figure 29. Expectations regarding the country’s future 
trajectory 

Percentage (%) of respondents according to the statement that best reflects their 
perspective on the future of Venezuela 
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Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025..

This forward-looking optimism constitutes a social asset: 
it creates more favorable environment for citizen coop-
eration and for dialogue processes aimed at shaping the 
future that many people envision.

Widespread Recognition of Conflict, Primarily 
Perceived in the Political Sphere 
A central question for understanding the conditions of co-
existence is whether people perceive the existence of sig-
nificant conflicts in the country and how they characterize 

them. In societies where conflicts are denied or mini-
mized, it is often more difficult to process them. In this 
study, a large majority of Venezuelans (77.6%) perceive 
that conflicts exist in the country (see Figure 30).  

Figure 30. Perception of the existence of conflicts in the country

Percentage (%) of respondents as to whether or not they believe conflict exists  
in the country 

Yes
77.6%

No
12.3%

NS/NR
10.1%

​Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Among those who recognize the existence of conflicts, 
more than half describe them as political in nature (51.7%), 
that is, as differences over how the country should be 
organized. A further 31.5% identify them as economic 
conflicts, related to resources, opportunities, and mate-
rial conditions. An additional 11.9% characterize them as 
international conflicts, linked to external dynamics (see 
Figure 31).

Figure 31. Types of conflict perceived in Venezuela by citizens 
who recognize their existence​ 

Percentage (%) of respondents who believe there is a conflict in the country, by 
type of conflict

51.7%

31.5%

11.9%

2.2%

1.5%

1.2%

Political

Economic

International

Social

Other

DK/NA

Note: This question was only administered to respondents who perceive there is 
conflict in the country.
Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.
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It is noteworthy that only 2.2% identified the conflict as 
“social” in a question that asked respondents to select 
the most pressing type of conflict from several options. 
This result suggests a relative prioritization of political 
and economic dimensions, without implying the absence 
of tensions in coexistence. Indeed, in specific questions 
on interaction and public debate, the survey records dif-
ficulties in engaging in dialogue with people who think 
differently, perceptions of insufficient respect for debat-
ing without aggression (54.7%), and a limited frequency 
of conversation with people holding different opinions 
(18.6% converse frequently; 16.9% never do). Likewise, 
although a significant proportion considers peaceful co-
existence possible, it is often perceived as conditional on 
avoiding certain topics (33.5%) (see figures 13, 14 and 16).

Analytically, the way people prioritize the nature of con-
flict can serve as an interpretive framework—rather than 
a causal conclusion—for understanding which solution 
pathways are perceived as most relevant. When conflict 
is understood primarily in institutional terms, political and 
institutional mechanisms tend to gain prominence as 
means of addressing differences. When the economic di-
mension is emphasized, improvements in material condi-
tions and opportunities become more salient. And when 
a reading of social rupture is foregrounded, strategies of 
community rebuilding and strengthening interpersonal 
coexistence tend to be highlighted. The survey does not 
directly assess these relationships; this distinction is pro-
posed solely as a way of organizing the interpretation of 
the results.

Anticipated Consequences if Conflict Persist 
Among those who recognize the existence of conflict, 
the predominant perception is that allowing them to per-
sist without being addressed would derive in the deteri-
oration of the country’s situation (63.6%). A total of 13.2% 
believe the situation would remain the same, while 16.1% 
estimate that it could improve even if tensions were not 
addressed (see Figure 32). 

When asked what might happen if conflicts are not re-
solved, the most frequent responses were a possible es-
calation toward scenarios of violence (33.9%), a complete 
blockage of any possibility of improvement (26.3%), and a 
forced agreement (14.3%) (see Figure 33).

These findings indicate that citizens anticipate risks if con-
flicts are not actively managed. Most do not expect time 
alone to resolve tensions, nor do they believe that the sit-
uation will remain stable indefinitely without intervention. 
These perceptions of risk should not be interpreted as 
inevitable forecasts, but rather as possibilities that soci-
ety identifies and wishes to avoid. Paradoxically, recog-
nizing these limits can itself constitute an asset. Societies 
that clearly identify risks are better positioned to avoid 

them than those that deny them. The fact that most peo-
ple anticipate negative consequences if conflicts remain 
unaddressed may create incentives to pursue resolution 
mechanisms before such scenarios materialize.

Figure 32. Expectations regarding the country’s situation if 
conflicts persist, among those who believe conflicts exist 

Percentage (%) of respondents who believe there is a conflict, by their opinion on 
what will happen to the country if it persists

16,1%

63,6%

13,2%

7,1%

Improve

Worsen

Remain 
unchanged

DK/NA

Note: This question was only administered to respondents who perceive there is 
conflict in the country.
Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Figure 33. Expected scenarios if conflict is not resolved, 
according to those who recognize its existence

Percentage (%) of respondents who believe there is a conflict in the country, by 
their opinion on what could happen if the conflict is not resolved

33.9%

26.3%

14.3%

6.9%

9.0%

9.6%

Escalation of violence

Total stalemate
 (development paralysis)

Forced agreement

Prolonged without
 serious consequences

Another situation

DK/NA

Note: This question was only administered to respondents who perceive there is 
conflict in the country.
Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.
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Implications for Transformation Processes 
The combination of optimism about the future with recog-
nition of conflict and anticipation of risks if conflict persist 
creates a specific social configuration. On the one hand, 
there is hope: the majority believes the country can im-
prove. On the other hand, there is realism: the majority 
recognize that there are conflicts requiring attention. And 
finally, there is urgency: the majority anticipate deteriora-
tion if those conflicts are not addressed. Taken together, 
the data reflects recognition of tensions and risks, along-
side a disposition to pursue avenues for advancement 
that are both viable and sustainable. 

Gap Between Public Narrative and Everyday 
Realities 
A relevant dynamic is the perception of a gap between 
what is said in public digital spaces and what is experi-
enced in everyday life. When asked whether confronta-
tional discussions on social media reflect the reality of 
conflicts in the country, 44.4% responded that they do not 
reflect that reality, while 38.2% responded that they do. 
This division of opinion suggests that a significant pro-
portion perceive confrontation in digital spaces as ampli-
fied or as not adequately representing everyday life (see 
Figure 34).  

Figure 34. Recognition of national conflict in confrontational 
exchanges on social media 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to whether or not they believe that confrontational 
discussions on social media reflect the reality of the conflict in the country

No, social media
 discussions do NOT

 reflect the reality
44.4%

Yes, they do
 reflect reality

38.2%

DK/NR
17.4%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

This perception is reinforced when respondents are 
asked whether social media reflect their own everyday re-
ality: 54.1% answered that they do not, compared to 33.0% 
who said that they do (see Figure 35).

Figure 35. Recognition of social media as a reflection of one’s 
own everyday reality 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to whether or not they believe social media 
reflects their own reality

Yes
33.8%

No
54.1%

DK/NR
12.1%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

These findings point to a gap between digital spaces and 
everyday experiences. While social media may amplify 
narratives of difference, most Venezuelans do not identify 
those narratives with their daily lives. 

5. National Priorities and Future 
Horizons

Human development requires societies to have mecha-
nisms to address differences without fracturing, as well 
as the capacity to move toward forms of organization that 
expand the freedoms of their members. This section ex-
amines how Venezuelans assess that balance in their cur-
rent context: which priorities they identify for the country 
today, how they prefer the sequence of change to unfold, 
and what expectations they hold if conflict persists.  

Practical Solutions as the Main National 
Priority 
When asked what they consider most important for 
Venezuela at this moment, 36.5% prioritized practical 
solutions and agreements that quickly improve quali-
ty of life and reduce risks (see Figure 36). At the same 
time, 22.8% identified as a priority advancing in parallel 
on concrete improvements and political and institutional 
changes, while 20.7% opted to prioritize deep political 
and institutional changes, even if they entail tensions and 
short-term costs. Taken together, the last two responses 
amount to 43.5%, surpassing the share of the first option 
(see Figure 36).
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Figure 36. Preference regarding how to advance toward 
sustainable improvements in the country

Percentage (%) of respondents as to what they consider most important at present

36.5%

22.8%

20.7%

5.6%

4.5%

9.9%

Prioritizing practical solutions and
 agreements that quickly improve

 quality of life and reduce risks

Advancing simultaneously on concrete
 improvements and institutional changes

Prioritizing deep political and
 institutional changes, even

 if they involve tensions and costs

Other priorities

Remain as is

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Overall, most respondents prioritize concrete and imme-
diate improvements in quality of life as a necessary com-
ponent of change, either as a sole priority or in combina-
tion with deeper institutional transformations.

This finding is consistent with the pragmatic values identi-
fied earlier: many people prioritize tangible improvements 
in everyday life as a foundation for progress in other di-
mensions. From capabilities standpoint, the stabilization 
of basic conditions broadens the space for maintaining 
relationships of trust, engaging in dialogue and cooper-
ation, and planning decisions with a longer‑term horizon.

When asked about the sequence of change, 64.6% be-
lieve it is necessary to start by resolving concrete prob-
lems that can be negotiated and then gradually move 
forward. By contrast, 14.2% argue that there is no room 
to negotiate anything with the other side (see Figure 37).  

Anticipated Consequences if Conflict Persists 
When asked what might happen if conflict (or conflicts) 
is not resolved, 33.9% anticipated a possible escalation 
toward scenarios of violence, 26.3% anticipated a total 
blockage of any possibility of improvement, and 14.3% 
anticipated a forced agreement. The two most feared 
consequences—escalation toward violence and the 
complete obstruction of prospects for improvement—to-
gether account for 60.2% (see Figure 33). 

Rejection of Violence as a Pathway to Change 
Given that one of the anticipated consequences if con-
flicts persists is an escalation toward violence, it is rele-
vant to document how citizens assess violence in the path 
toward change. A total of 77.4% believe that situations of 
violence would worsen the country’s problems rather than 
resolve them. Only 8.0% believe they would help resolve 
them  (see figure 38).  

Figure 37. Position regarding the negotiated resolution of 
problems 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to which of the following statements comes 
closest to their own position

64.6%

14.2%

11.8%

9.4%

Forward

There is no room to negotiate
 anything with the other side

None

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Figure 38. Position regarding a situation of violence in relation 
to resolving the country’s problems

Percentage (%) of respondents as to their opinion on whether a violent situation 
would resolve or aggravate the country’s problems 

77.4%

8.0%

4.5%

10.1%

It would
worsen them

It would
 resolve them

It would make
 no di�erence

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.
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When asked whether they agree with the idea that vio-
lence can be used to achieve change, 72.6% expressed 
disagreement (compared to 16.5% who agreed; 10.9% re-
sponded “don’t know/no answer”). In this sense, the re-
sults reflect a majority rejection of violence as a means of 
driving change (see figure 39).  

Figure 39. Agreement with the use of violence as a means to 
achieve change 

Percentage (%) of respondents as to whether they agree or disagree with the 
statement: “To achieve change, it is acceptable to resort to situations of violence.”

Yes
16.5%

No
72.6%

DK/NR
10.9%

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

People-Centered Concerns Prevail in Adverse 
Scenarios 
When asked what would affect them most personally if the 
country were to reach scenarios of violence, responses 
reveal that the dominant concern is for people and fami-
ly, rather than economic loss. A total of 33.4% responded 
that what would affect them most would be the loss of 
Venezuelan lives in general, while 23.8% mentioned the 
loss of loved ones. Combined, these concerns account 

for 57.2%. By contrast, economic loss accounts for only 
12.1%. Other responses include loss of stability and secu-
rity (10.5%). The primary fear is the loss of lives and family 
bonds, not the loss of material goods (see Figure 40). 

Figure 40. Priorities of personal concern in scenarios of 
violence

Percentage (%) of respondents as to what would affect them most if the country 
were to reach a situation of violence

33.4%

23.8%

12.3%

12.1%

10.5%

1.5%

6.4%

Loss of Venezuelan lives

Loss of loved ones

Family separation

Economic loss

Insecurity

Other

DK/NA

Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: 
The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Preferences Toward International 
Cooperation: Productive Investment and 
Employment as Priorities
When asked which type of international assistance they 
consider a priority for Venezuela to move forward, re-
sponses centered primarily on investment to reactivate 
productive sectors and create jobs (48.4%), followed by 
humanitarian aid (food, medicines) (20.5%) and institution-
al strengthening and governance (10.3%) (see Figure 41). 
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Figure 41. Preferences regarding modalities of international support for the country’s recovery 

Percentage (%) of respondents according to the type of international assistance they consider a priority for helping Venezuela move forward

48.2%

20.5%

10.3%

4.9%

15.9%

Economic and productive cooperation (investment,
 employment, support for production)

Institutional technical support (knowledge,
 institutional strengthening and services)

Humanitarian emergency assistance
 (health, food, basic protection)

Venezuela does not need external assistance

DK/ NA

​Source: Prepared by the author based on the survey “What Brings Us Together: The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence,” UNDP 2025.

Economic Reconstruction as a Foundation for 
Other Improvements 
The results suggest that, for a significant share of the 
population, concrete improvements in everyday life 
emerge as an immediate priority. One possible inter-
pretation is that these improvements are perceived as 
an enabling foundation for addressing other challeng-
es, although the survey does not directly assess the 
relationship between economic conditions, social trust, 
and the resolution of institutional conflicts. 

Implications for Future Horizons 
The findings suggest that there are clear preferences re-
garding priorities and sequences of change for the coun-
try’s future. In general, practical solutions that improve 
quality of life in the short term are favored, and a path of 

gradual, phased change is valued. There is also an expec-
tation that the needs of the population should take pre-
cedence over political differences. Within this framework, 
a majority rejection of violence as a pathway to change 
is evident, alongside a preference for promoting invest-
ment and economic reconstruction as a basis for sustain-
ing progress in other dimensions—prioritizing productive 
strengthening over emergency assistance.

These preferences are not contradictory; rather, they 
reflect a pragmatic understanding that human develop-
ment requires simultaneous progress on multiple fronts: 
creating economic conditions that allow people to live 
with dignity, building trust that facilitates cooperation, 
developing institutions capable of processing differenc-
es fairly, and sustaining dialogue processes that enable 
durable agreements. 
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 Annex 1. Methodology 
The Sample 
The sample consists of male and female individuals 
aged 18 years and older, from socioeconomic strata 
C, D, and E. This universe represents the vast majority 
of Venezuelan households and intentionally excludes 
high-income strata (A and B), given that the objective of 
the study is to capture the perceptions and values of the 
population majority. 

The sample size was 1,295 individuals, with a maximum 
admissible margin of error of ±2.71% and a confidence lev-
el of 95%. 

Sampling Type 
A non-probabilistic quota sampling method was used, with 
controls by gender, age, socioeconomic level, and region. 
Although this type of sampling does not allow for strictly 
probabilistic inferences, the quotas were designed to re-
produce the known population distribution, allowing for a 
reasonable approximation of national representativeness. 
Results were weighted according to the actual population 

distribution by region, ensuring that the sample adequate-
ly reflects the country’s territorial composition. 

Regional Distribution (final weighted): 
Minimum quotas were applied by region to ensure territorial 
comparability. The final weighted distribution was:

•	 Capital Region: 21.3%
•	 Zulia Region: 14.3%
•	 Central Region: 13.8%
•	 Central-Western Region: 13.4%
•	 Eastern Region: 11.9%
•	 Andes Region: 10.5%
•	 Plains Region: 7.4%
•	 Guayana Region: 7.4%

Data Collection Method 
Face-to-face interviews were conducted using a struc-
tured questionnaire. This method allows for greater depth 
in responses and reduces biases associated with tele-
phone or online surveys, which is particularly relevant in 
a context where access to internet and mobile telephony 
may be constrained by socioeconomic factors. 

Sample Profile

Fuente: UNDP Venezuela

Genders interviewed

Age groups

Socioeconomical segmentation

Socioeconomical level18-24 years old

Men 50%

Woman 50%
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36-45 years old
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16,4%

21,1%

19,0%
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27,0%
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42.7%

45.2%

C

D

E

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%



30 What Brings Us Together: The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence

Annex 2. Questionnaire

P1 — Do you feel proud to be Venezuelan?

Response % National
Yes 98.8 %

No 0.9 %

DK/NA 0.3 %

P2 — Which of the following words best describes how 
you feel about the possibility of staying in Venezuela and 
coexisting with people who think differently?

Response % Nacional
Hope 45.9 %

Unity 19.7 %

Indifference 9.9 %

Distrust 8.4 %

Confusion 6.5 %

Fear 4.9 %

Other 2.0 %

DK/NA 2.7 %

P3 — To what extent do you feel that, beyond political 
differences, Venezuelans share a common destiny?

Response % National
A great deal 31.1 %

Quite a lot 33.0 %

A little 24.8 %

Not at all 5.1 %

DK/NA 6.0%

P4 – Which quality of Venezuelans do you value most?

Response % Nacional
Hard work / “moving forward” 45.4 %

Solidarity in difficult times 19.4 %

Creativity in problem-solving 15.9 %

Joy / sense of humor 14.7 %

Other 0.4 %

DK/NA 4.2 %

P5 – Thinking about the country in general, what would you 
say motivates Venezuelans the most today?

Response % National
Moving forward and making progress despite 
difficulties 35.7%

Putting family and close ones first 18.8%

Willingness to cooperate so the country 
improves 14.5%

Getting through day by day without thinking 
much about the future 13.6%

Avoiding political provocations and focusing 
on personal matters 7,6%

Taking advantage of opportunities for only a 
few 3.9%

Fatigue and distrust among those who think 
differently 2.1%

DK/NA 3.8%

P6 – And thinking about yourself, what motivates you the 
most in your daily life?

Response % National
Caring for and supporting your family 30.7%

Moving forward and improving your 
circumstances 25.9%

Ensuring economic well-being and stability 16.4%

Contributing, even if small ways, to improving 
Venezuela 12.3%

Avoiding problems and conflict 10.0%

Other 0.4%

DK/NA 4.3%

P7_ To what extent do you think the following help unite 
Venezuelans, beyond political differences?

P7_1 Family and caring for children

Response % National

A great deal 55.6 %

Quite a lot 31.6 %

A little 5.6 %

Not at all 1.7 %

DK/NA 5.6 %

P7_2 Work and the desire to move forward(“echar pa’lante”)

Response % National
A great deal 55.0 %

Quite a lot 31.9 %

A little 5.6 %

Not at all 2.1 %

DK/NA 5.3 %
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 P7_3 Pride in Venezuelan culture (music, food,  
humor, traditions)

Response % National
A great deal 48.5 %

Quite a lot 33.3 %

A little 9.9 %

Not at all 3.0 %

DK/NA 5.2 %

P7_4  Faith or spiritual beliefs, each in their own way

Response % National
A great deal 41.7 %

Quite a lot 37.0 %

A little 12.2 %

Not at all 3.1 %

DK/NA 6.1 %

P7_5 The desire to live in peace, without violence

Response % National
A great deal 53.9 %

Quite a lot 32.4 %

A little 6.1 %

Not at all 2.4 %

DK/NA 5.3 %

P7_6 The desire for the economy to improve and for more 
opportunities

Response % National
A great deal 52.7 %

Quite a lot 33.0 %

A little 6.9 %

Not at all 2.4 %

DK/NA 5.0 %

P7_7 The national football team (La Vinotinto)

Response % National
A great deal 32.5 %

Quite a lot 34.1 %

A little 17.8 %

Not at all 9.5 %

DK/NA 6.2 %

P8 — Do you trust most Venezuelans?

Response % National
Yes 59.6%

No 34.2%

DK/NA 6.2%

P9 – Would you say that distrust among Venezuelans today is…?

Response % Nacional
Very high 13.8%

High 36.0%

Moderate 36.4%

Low 7.1%

DK/NA 6.7%

P10 – Do you believe that Venezuelans, working together,  
can overcome current difficulties?

Response % National
Yes 88.9%

No 5.4%

DK/NA 5.7%

P11 – In your daily life, how often have you needed help from 
others—and received it—regardless of political differences?

Response % Nacional
Very often 8.0%

Often 30.5%

Moderately often 37.6%

Rarely 16.5%

DK/NA 7.4%

P12 – Thinking about your close environment, would you 
say that people make efforts to stay united despite political 
differences?

Response % National
Yes, overall, there is an effort to remain 
united 53.8%

Only some people try 28.4%

No, almost no one makes that effort 6.0%

DK/NA 11.8%

P13 – How often do you talk with people who think differently 
on political or social issues?

Response % Nacional
Frequently 18.6%

Sometimes 29.1%

Almost never 30.6%

Never 16.9%

DK/NA 4.8%



32 What Brings Us Together: The Voice of Venezuelans on Dialogue and Coexistence

P14 – Is there sufficient respect to debate without aggression?

Response % National
Yes 37.5%

No 54.7%

DK/NA 7.8%

P15 — To what extent does political language influence the 
escalation of conflicts?

Response % National
It greatly contributes to increasing 
conflicts 32.8%

It somewhat contributes to increasing 
conflicts 26.0%

Sometimes it helps express truths that 
would otherwise not be said 16.4%

It hardly influences conflicts 14.9%

DK/NA 9.9%

P16 — Is it possible to coexist peacefully with people who 
think very differently?

Response % National
Yes, it is generally possible 33.6%

Only if certain topics are avoided 33.5%

It is hardly possible 15.8%

It is not possible 9.8%

DK/NA 7.3%

P17 – Which of the following statements best represents you?

Response % National
Agreements between actors with 
different viewpoints can work 63.5%

It is better for one viewpoint to prevail 
over the other 20.8%

DK/NA 15.7%

P18 – How should political differences be resolved?

Response % National
Dialogue and negotiation 50.4%

Firm positions 12.4%

Peaceful mobilization 10.4%

Institutional mechanisms 8.8%

Other 6.3%

DK/NA 11.7%

P19 – When it comes to political differences in the country, 
how much do you agree with the following statement?:

“It is important to maintain spaces for dialogue and 
negotiation to resolve political differences.”

Response % National
Strongly disagree 3.2%

Disagree 10.4%

Neither agree nor disagree 22.5%

Agree 41.2%

Strongly agree 9.2%

DK/NA 13.5%

P20 – And personally, do you prefer agreement or 
confrontation to resolve that conflict?

Preferencia % National
Prefer agreements 84.6%

Prefer confrontation 9.5%

DK/NA 5.9%

P21 – “Negotiating is not surrendering, but seeking solutions.” 
Do you agree?

Response % National

Yes 86.3%

No 13.7%

P22 – In a negotiation, do you believe that both sides should 
be willing to make concessions to achieve a greater good?

Response % National

Yes 79.9%

No 8.3%

DK/NA 11.8%

P23 – If a negotiation avoids an escalation of violence, would 
it be worthwhile even if it involves difficult concessions?

Response % National

Yes 63.1%

No 21.0%

DK/NA 15.9%
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P24 – Which path do you consider effective for resolving the 
challenges in the Venezuelan situation?  

Response % National
Negotiation and agreement among 
Venezuelans 46.4%

Peaceful citizen participation 
(mobilization) 13.4%

Political pressure to accelerate change 8.0%

External solutions (decisions from abroad) 8.0%

Institutional mechanisms (elections, 
parliament, justice system) 6.7%

Other 5.0%

DK/NA 12.5%

P25_ Thinking about building agreements so that Venezuela 
can move forward, how important do you think it is for each of 
the following actors to play a constructive role? 

P25_1 Government authorities and the public sector

Response % National
Not important at all 6.9 %

Slightly important 14.8 %

Important 42.0 %

Very important 27.8 %

DK/NA 8.5 %

P 25_2 Opposition political parties and leaders

Response % National
Not important at all 9.1 %

Slightly important 15.8 %

Important 39.9 %

Very important 25.8 %

DK/NA 9.4 %

P 25_3 Businesses and the private sector

Response % National
Not important at all 5.4 %

Slightly important 8.9 %

Important 40.8 %

Very important 37.3 %

DK/NA 7.6 %

P 25_4 Universities and research centers

Response % National
Not important at all 6.1 %

Slightly important 9.3 %

Important 42.2 %

Very important 35.6 %

DK/NA 6.8 %

P 25_5 Civil society and community organizations

Response % National
Not important at all 5.6 %

Slightly important 13.6 %

Important 44.7 %

Very important 28.7 %

DK/NA 7.4 %

P 25_6 Churches and faith-based organizations

Response % National
Not important at all 8.0 %

Slightly important 13.0 %

Important 44.6 %

Very important 26.7 %

DK/NA 7.7 %

P 25_7 Media outlets and journalists

Response % National
Not important at all 5.7 %

Slightly important 13.7 %

Important 44.0 %

Very important 29.8 %

DK/NA 6.8 %

P 25_8 Youth and student movements 

Response % National
Not important at all 6.4 %

Slightly important 11.1 %

Important 44.5 %

Very important 31.0 %

DK/NA 7.1 %
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P 25_9 Venezuelans living abroad

Response % National
Not important at all 8.7 %
Slightly important 18.8 %
Important 40.1 %
Very important 25.2 %

DK/NA 7.2 %

P26 – Do you believe that solutions for Venezuela require 
the participation and continued involvement of the country’s 
different sectors, including those that are currently in 
confrontation?

Response % National

Yes 55.5%

No 24.4%

DK/NA 20.1%

P27 – In the immediate future, which path do you think offers 
the greatest chances of achieving stable change without 
violence?

Response % National
Dialogue 50.5%

Combination of dialogue and pressure 23.7%

Pressure 9.6%

No changes are needed 2.7%

Other 2.1%

DK/NA 11.4%

P28_ Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the 
following statements: 

P28_1  I am concerned about the possibility that a conflict 
could lead to violence in the country

Response % National
Strongly agree 28,8 %

Agree 48,0 %

Disagree 10,3 %

Strongly disagree 3,1 %

DK/NA  10,2 %

P28_2 I would like greater recognition for those who seek to 
build bridges between different positions, even if they are not 
public figures

Response % National
Strongly agree 24.6 %

Agree 50.0 %

Disagree 10.4 %

Strongly disagree 2.8 %

DK/NA  12.2 %

P28_3 I believe the country needs more leaders who listen to 
everyone, not only those in their own group

Response % National
Strongly agree 30.7 %

Agree 47.8 %

Disagree 8.3 %

Strongly disagree 2.8 %

DK/NA  10.5 %

P28_4 I believe Venezuela has greater chances of moving 
forward if a national project is built with contributions from 
multiple perspectives

Response % National
Strongly agree 33.7 %

Agree 46.1 %

Disagree 7.5 %

Strongly disagree 2.9 %

DK/NA  9.8 %

P28_5 I would feel proud of a national agreement in which 
everyone would give something up so that the country can 
move forward

Response % National
Strongly agree 35.8 %

Agree 44.5 %

Disagree 6.0 %

Strongly disagree 2.9 %

DK/NA  10.8 %
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P28_6 In my daily life, I have close contact with people who 
think differently from me, and we still treat each other with 
respect

Response % National
Strongly agree 29.6 %

Agree 47.2 %

Disagree 9.3 %

Strongly disagree 4.1 %

DK/NA  9.7 %

P28_7 I feel proud when I see Venezuelans helping one 
another in difficult times

Response % National
Strongly agree 41.7 %

Agree 41.3 %

Disagree 4.4 %

Strongly disagree 3.4 %

DK/NA  9.2 %

P28_8 I believe that, even if we think differently, Venezuelans 
need each other for the country to move forward

Response % National
Strongly agree 36.4 %

Agree 45.1 %

Disagree 5.6 %

Strongly disagree 2.6 %

DK/NA  10.3 %

P28_9 I believe that, in the current situation, it is better for 
each group to defend only its own interests, even if that 
makes it harder to reach agreement

Response % National
Strongly agree 16.8 %

Agree 36.7 %

Disagree 24.7 %

Strongly disagree 11.1 %

DK/NA  10.8 %

P28_10 Political confrontations make it harder to trust people 
who think differently from me

Response % National
Strongly agree 23.2 %

Agree 47.4 %

Disagree 14.0 %

Strongly disagree  4.1 %

DK/NA  11.3 %

P28_11 Political confrontations make it harder for institutions 
to function well and make timely decisions

Response % National
Strongly agree 23.7 %

Agree 50.0 %

Disagree 11.9 %

Strongly disagree  3.8 %

DK/NA  10.6 %

P29 — When thinking about Venezuela’s future, which of 
these statements best represents your view?

Response % National
The situation will improve 65.3%

It will remain the same 10.1%

It will worsen 9.6%

There will be improvements and 
setbacks 6.9%

We adapt / this is how we are happy 2.6%

DK/NA 5.5%

P30 – Do you believe there is conflict in the country?

Response % National

Yes 77.6%

No 12.3%

DK/NA 10.1%

P31 –  If so, what type of conflict do you consider it to be?

Response % National
Political 51.7%

Economic 31.5%

International 11.9%

Social 2.2%

Other 1.5%

DK/NA 1.2%

P32 – Do you believe that maintaining the conflict will cause 
the country to…

Response % National
Worsen 63.6%

Improve 16.1%

Remain unchanged 13.3%

DK/NA 7.1%
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P33 – If the conflict is not resolved, what could happen?

Response % National
Escalation of violence 33.9%

Total stalemate (development paralysis) 26.3%

Forced agreement 14.3%

Prolonged without serious 
consequences 6.9%

Another situation 9.0%

DK/NA 9.6%

P34 – Do you believe that conflict-driven discussions on 
social media reflect the reality of the conflict in the country?

Response % National
No, social media discussions do NOT 
reflect the reality 44.4%

Yes, they do reflect reality 38.2%

DK/NA 17.4%

P35 – Do you believe that social media reflect your  
own reality?

Response % National

Yes 33.8%

No 54.1%

DK/NA 12.1%

P36 – What do you consider most important for Venezuela  
at this time?

Response % National
Prioritizing practical solutions and agree-
ments that quickly improve quality of life 
and reduce risks

36.5%

Advancing simultaneously on concrete 
improvements and institutional changes 22.8%

Prioritizing deep political and institution-
al changes, even if they involve tensions 
and costs

20.7%

Other priorities 5.6%

Remain as is 4.5%

DK/NA 9.9%

P37 – In your opinion, which of the following statements best 
reflects your position?

Response % National
It is necessary to start by solving 
concrete problems that can be 
negotiated and then move

64.6%

There is no room to negotiate anything 
with the other side 14.2%

None 11.8%

DK/NA 9.4%

P38 – Do you believe that a situation of violence would 
resolve or worsen the country’s problems?

Response % National
It would worsen them 77.4%

It would resolve them 8.0%

It would make no difference 4.5%

DK/NA 10.1%

P39 – Some people think that violence may be used to 
achieve change. Do you agree with this idea?

Response % National

Yes 16.5%

No 72.6%

DK/NA 10.9%

P40 – If the country were to reach a situation of violence, what 
would affect you most personally?

Impacto personal % Nacional
Loss of Venezuelan lives 33.4%

Loss of loved ones 23.8%

Family separation 12.3%

Economic loss 11.5%

Insecurity 10.5%

Other 1.5%

P41– Thinking about the coming years, what type of 
international assistance do you consider most important for 
Venezuela to move forward?

Response % National
Economic and productive cooperation 
(investment, employment, support for 
production)

48.4%

Humanitarian emergency assistance 
(health, food, basic protection) 20.5%

Institutional technical support (knowledge, 
institutional strengthening and services) 10.3%

Venezuela does not need external 
assistance 4.9%

DK/NA 15.9%




