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As the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) celebrates its 60th anniversary in 2025, it 
reflects on six decades of pioneering work to eradicate poverty, inequality, and climate change in 
over 170 nations. This global milestone underscores a commitme nt to innovative, lasting solutions for 
people and the planet.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In Eritrea, this anniversary honored a partnership spanning more than 30 years, beginning in 1992. To 
mark the occasion, UNDP Eritrea gathered personal reflections from its staff and produced a 
commemorative video chronicling key achievements, which was sh ared across UNDP’s global 
platforms. 

On 16 December 2025, UNDP Eritrea and key government partners convened for a one -day event to 
reflect on past successes and witness ongoing impact.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The day began at the Ministry of Information, where participants explored an advanced digitalization 
and archiving system . 
The delegation then visited the community of Weki Zaghir in the Serejeka Subzone , where they 
observed tangible outcomes that showcase  how local action, supported by national initiatives, drives 
sustainable development and strengthens community resilience. These visits powerfully illustrated 
how grassroots achievements align with national priorities and global goals.  
 

                          

Celebrating 60 Years of Partnership: UNDP's Global Mission 
and its Enduring Impact in Eritrea 

http://www.unhcr.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
As UNDP turns 60, it reaffirms its commitment to evolve and innovate in the face of future challenges. 
This anniversary is more than a milestone —it is a renewed pledge. A promise reflected in every 
community project, every policy supported, and every indiv idual empowered.  

 

UNDP looks forward to deepening its enduring partnership with Eritrea, guided by the Sustainable 
Development Goals, to build a future of peace, dignity, and equality for all.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 August 2025, Asmara, Eritrea  –  In a powerful move to champion climate action and youth, the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has appointed  Eritrean cycling champion Biniam 
Ghirmay as its newest National Goodwill Ambassador.  

 
The 25 -year-old history -maker, 
renowned for his 
groundbreaking victories in the 
Tour de France and Giro d’Italia, 
will leverage his platform and 
inspiring story to advocate for 
environmental sustainability, 
youth empowerment, and the 
role of sports in driv ing 
development.  

 
The appointment ceremony in 
Hakose brought together 
government officials, UN leaders, 
and dignitaries, underscoring the 
significance of this partnership.  
 

 
"Young people in Eritrea are creating inclusive, climate -resilient solutions," said Ghirmay. "We must 
ensure they are at the forefront of climate adaptability."  
 
 

 

                          

UNDP Appoints Cycling Star Biniam Ghirmay as National 
Goodwill Ambassador for Climate and Youth 
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Mr. Pa Lamin Beyai, UNDP Resident Representative, praised the champion: "Biniam Ghirmay 
embodies the spirit of African youth. His influence will be instrumental in mobilising youth and 
advocating for environmental sustainability."  

 
Ghirmay now joins a distinguished roster of UNDP advocates, including Nigerian artists Patoranking 
and Yemi Alade, signalling a strengthened alliance between African youth leaders and global efforts 
to forge a sustainable future.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Eritrea has taken a major step toward economic modernization by launching ASYCUDA World, a 
modern digital customs management system developed by UNCTAD, with support from UNDP and 
international partners.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This milestone marks the culmination of a multi -year effort that began in early 2023  to replace the 
paper -based legacy system in use since 2007.  

 
The new platform introduces automated processes that improve efficiency, transparency, and 
compliance with international standards. Designed to operate on a secure intranet, data exchange 
across all customs stations nationwide.  
 
A core pillar of the initiative is national ownership and sustainability. Full transfer of the system’s 
source code has empowered Eritrean IT experts to customize the platform to local needs.  

 
This was supported by a 10 -month capacity -building program  launched in mid -2023 that  trained over 
100 customs officers, IT specialists, and private -sector clearing agents. The training focused on 
system administration, risk management, and digital clearance procedures.  
The project also included infrastructure upgrades, such as installing  servers and secure networking 
equipment across customs offices, ensuring reliable operations even in low -connectivity 
environments.  
 

This digital transformation is expected to reduce clearance times, strengthen revenue collection, and 
support Eritrea’s broader fiscal and trade reform agenda, positioning the country to better integrate 
into regional and global trade systems.  
 

                          

Eritrea Launches Landmark Digital Customs System, 
Modernizing Trade 

http://www.unhcr.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
On 8 October 2025, UNDP Eritrea, the Italian Embassy and the Italian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (AICS) signed the agreement for a new project: "Sustainable Smallholder Irrigated 
Agriculture in Arid and Semi -Arid Lands in Maekel, Anseba, and Gash Ba rka regions."  

 

The signing marks a strategic expansion of UNDP's 
partnership with the Italian Government and 
represents a key milestone in mobilizing new donor 
support for climate adaptation and agricultural 
resilience in Eritrea.  
 

   The project will focus on introducing sustainable 
irrigation systems, promoting climate -smart 

agricultural techniques, and building the capacity of 
smallholder farmers in regions vulnerable to drought 
and land degradation. By enhancing water efficiency 
and crop productivity, the initiative aims to 
strengthen food security, improve livelihoods, and 
support communities in adapting to the impacts of 
climate change.   
 
Aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals - 
particularly SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 6 (Clean 
Water and Sanitation), and SDG 13 (Climate Action) - 
this collaboration underscores a shared commitment 

to fostering resilient, inclusive, and sustainable development for the people of Eritrea.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Ministry of Agriculture of Eritrea welcomed a new shipment of 11,000 in vitro date palm plants in 
September 2025 , marking another step forward in a nationwide project supported by the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) , IFAD , and FAO.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                          

Ministry of Agriculture Receives 11,000 Date Palm 
Seedlings, Boosting UNDP-Supported Project 

New Partnership to Boost Climate-Resilient Farming in 
Eritrea 
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This delivery brings the total number of high -quality seedlings received since 2024 to 31,000. The 
initiative is a key part of ongoing efforts to strengthen and modernize Eritrea’s agricultural sector by 
introducing resilient and productive plant varieties . 
The Date Palm project aims to significantly boost the growth, yield, and sustainability of date 
production nationwide . By enhancing productivity, the initiative supports local farmers, promotes food 
security, and contributes to economic resilience.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

On October 16, 2025, Eritrea marked International Day for the Eradication of Poverty and World Food 

Day with a joint event at Mai Nefhi Recreation Center under the theme: “Empowering Communities 

through Climate Action and Food Security.” Led by the Ministry of Agriculture, the commemoration 

brought together government officials, UN agencies, d evelopment partners, and the diplomatic 

community to advocate for integrated solutions to hunger and poverty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event highlighted the strong link between food security and poverty eradication, emphasizing that 

climate resilience and community empowerment are key to sustainable development. In his keynote 

address, Mr. Tekleab Misgina, Director General of Regulato ry Services at the Ministry of Agriculture, 

reaffirmed Eritrea’s commitment to modernizing agriculture through advanced technologies, drought -

resistant crops, and environmentally sustainable practices.  

 

UNDP Resident Representative Dr. Pa Lamin Beyai stressed the need for integrated approaches, citing 

ongoing climate -resilient agricultural initiatives across the country.  

 

                          

Eritrea Commemorates International Poverty Day 

http://www.unhcr.org/


 

 

The commemoration concluded with an agricultural exhibition showcasing local harvests, innovative 

farming techniques, and value -added products, alongside cultural performances that honored the 

resilience of farmers and communities.  

This joint observance served as a powerful reminder that ending hunger and poverty requires shared 

vision, sustained action, and strong partnerships.  

 

 

 
From June 23 to July 2, 2025, a delegation from Eritrea's Ministry of Agriculture conducted study tour in 

Rwanda focused on dairy value chain development. The nine -member team, including three women 

professionals, was facilitated by Development Training In ternational (DTI). 

 
UNDP, in collaboration with UN partners, support ed Eritrea’s National Statistics Office (NSO) to 
advance the country’s first Population and Health Survey in many years. This effort focuses on 
strengthening methodological rigor and national ownership through finalizing survey instruments, 
refining tabulati on plans, and conducting stakeholder consultations.  
 
To achieve comprehensive national coverage, UNDP provided  critical logistical and field support, 
including vehicles, enabling teams to reach remote and underserved communities. The resulting data 
will be disaggregated by sex, age, and region, establishing a vital evidence base for national planning, 
SDG monitori ng, and inclusive, gender -responsive policymaking.  

 
 
This initiative marks a critical investment in data -driven decision -making, directly contributing to more 
equitable development outcomes across Eritrea.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 05  September 2025, UNDP Eritrea staff came together for a special community -wide tree -planting 

activity as part of the UNDP People for 2030 initiative. The event, held in Biet Gherghis, was organized 

in partnership with the Forest and Wildlife Authority (FWLA) in the Maekel region, which generously 

donated seedlings and provided expert guidance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

Advancing Evidence-Based Policy Through National Data 

                          

UNDP Eritrea Staff Join Tree-Planting Drive for Climate 
Action and Team Spirit 
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In total, 240 seedlings of Olea Africana and Gynophores procera  were planted, reinforcing UNDP’s 

commitment to climate resilience, ecosystem restoration, and the Global  Goals, particularly Climate  

Action (SDG13) and Life  On  Land (SDG15). Beyond its environmental impact, the activity provided a 

meaningful opportunity to strengthen team bonds while contributing to the local environment.  

 

UNDP extends its sincere gratitude to the FWLA for its partnership in making this initiative a success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 23 September 2025 , youth innovators from Eritrea, Malawi, Tanzania, and Zambia came together for 

an inspiring online cross -learning session, 

facilitated by UNDP’s Regional Service Centre for 

Africa (RSCA) and led by UNDP Eritrea. This 

dynamic exchange aimed to strengthen 

collaboration among young innovators  in the 

Region.  

 

Each country's youth focal person delivered a short 

presentation highlighting the key pillars, 

challenges, and successes of their national youth 

innovation ecosystems.  

 

The session provided a platform for knowledge 

sharing, network building, and exploring 

opportunities to connect local innovators with pan -

African networks —a critical step toward scaling 

impact and accelerating progress on the Global 

Goals.  

 

From innovative prototypes to community -driven 

projects, participants showcased solutions 

addressing climate resilience, digital inclusion, and 

economic empowerment.  

 

The exchange also set the stage for future collaboration, including partner showcases, crowdfunding 

campaigns, and cross -border knowledge sharing to ensure these innovations reach the communities 

that need them most.  

 

 

 

 

 

                          

UNDP Regional Youth Innovation Exchange: Sharing 
Solutions, Forging Futures 

http://www.unhcr.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

On 19 November 2025 , the UNDP Goodwill Ambassador Initiative turned its powerful spotlight to youth 

empowerment in Eritrea. UNDP Eritrea, in close collaboration with the Sport Commission, hosted an 

inspiring dialogue titled “The Champion's Mindset: A Youth Dialogue on Sport,  Nutrition, and 

Empowerment,” bringing together national icons and aspiring young athletes for a transformative 

exchange.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event featured a distinguished panel including UNDP Goodwill Ambassador Biniam Girmay, 

alongside cycling legends Natnael Berhane and Daniel Teklehaimanot. Together, they shared powerful, 

personal insights on resilience, discipline, and harnessing the p ower of sport to build a future of purpose 

and excellence.  

Complementing this dialogue, experts Huruy and Surafel provided valuable, actionable guidance on 

nutrition and wellness, equipping young athletes with the practical knowledge needed to optimize their 

performance and long -term health. Engaged participants, including promising cyclists and sport officials, 

explored how athletics can drive youth empowerment, social inclusion, and community development . 

 

This event powerfully illustrated the unique value of the UNDP Goodwill Ambassador Initiative. By lending 

his voice and personal journey, Biniam Girmay helped bridge the gap between aspiration and 

achievement, transforming inspiration into tangible lessons  for the next generation. His engagement 

amplifies UNDP’s mission, proving that local champions are essential catalysts for motivating youth, 

advocating for healthy lives, and driving sustainable development from the ground up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

UNDP Goodwill Ambassador Initiative in Action: 
Championing Youth Through Sport 
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PUBLICATIONS HIGHLIGHTS 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1981229250494464063
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/2009512222528094505?s=20
https://x.com/shabait/status/1979544032813388260?s=20
https://www.undp.org/eritrea/press-releases/undp-appoints-cycling-champion-biniam-ghirmay-national-goodwill-ambassador-climate-action-and-youth-empowerment-0
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.erinewspapers.com/hadas-eritrea/eritrea_profile_17122025.pdf
https://shabait.com/2025/10/31/innovations-for-shaping-a-better-future/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS 

 

https://x.com/GrmayeBiniam/status/1955943463456842175?s=20
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/2005541764439191677?s=20
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1995780761388036302?s=20
https://x.com/UNDP/status/1990490762321269036?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQb2CgRkaSb/
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1981671568532218224
https://x.com/UNinEritrea/status/1958102681823654261?s=20
https://x.com/nahlav/status/1981092619896738056?s=20
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VIDEOS 

http://www.unhcr.org/
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/2005631503003238897
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1996130265194733940
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1996510268562518410
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1965527208711332008
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1996848519513039223
https://x.com/GrmayeBiniam/status/1955943463456842175?s=20
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Ministry of Finance and National Development                                   
National Statistics Office                                                                                
Ministry of Justice                                                               
Ministry of Health                                                                          
Ministry of Education                                                          
Ministry of Land, Water and Environment                                                     
Ministry of Agriculture                                                               
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare                                 
Ministry of Information                                                         
Office of the Auditor General                                        
National Confederation of Eritrean Workers 
 

Civil Society and NGOs:  
National Union of Eritrean Women  
National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students   
 

Education Institutions: 
National Board for Higher Education  
University of South Africa (UNISA) 
 

UN Agencies 

 

          EXTERNAL / DONORS RELATIONS 

 
United Nations Development Programme  
United Nations Offices  
HDAY Street  
P.O. Box 5366  
Asmara, Eritrea  

 
Links:  

UNDP Eritrea website    

UNDP Africa website     

UNDP Global website    

   
  Follow us :  
 

         
 

       
  

          
 

To feature in the next edition, please contact:  
 

Monica Modici  
Communications Analyst  
monica.modici@undp.org  

registry.er@undp.org  

https://www.er.undp.org/content/eritrea/en/home/
https://www.er.undp.org/content/eritrea/en/home/
https://www.er.undp.org/content/eritrea/en/home/
https://www.africa.undp.org/content/rba/en/home.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
https://twitter.com/UNDPEritrea
https://www.facebook.com/undp.eritrea
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQTtXOnwjt541Kzuk1tJetA
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UNDP continues to benefit from a strong partnership with the 

Government of the State of Eritrea (GoSE) and Development 

Partners (DPs) in supporting the GoSE to implement the SDGs; 

UNDP works as an integral part of the UN system laying a solid 

foundation for Delivering as One (DAO). 
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