MEASUREMENTS WITH THE LOCAL

MULTIDIMENSIONAL P INDEX

PLUS (LMPI+)

Key Messages

* Innovative approach: The Local Multidimen-

sional Poverty Index Plus (LMPI+) represents a
significant evolutionin how we understand and
measure poverty. It moves beyond traditional
monetary measures and even standard
multidimensional approaches by integrating
local, community-driven perspectives and
incorporating people’s lived experiences.
By blending robust data with real-life stories
and involving communities directly, the LMPI+
offers a clearer and more complete picture
of poverty that traditional methods often
miss. This approach contributes to the global
debate on poverty measurement, shifting the
focus from income alone to multidimensional,
localized insights that reflect the true nature
of deprivation.

Localized insights: The LMPI+ digs deep into
local communities to find out exactly where
poverty hits the hardest. This focus on specific
areas helps leaders understand what is really
going on in different regions and localities, so
they can create solutions that tackle poverty’s

root causes effectively. By shining a light on
overlooked areas, the LMPI+ makes sure that
help reaches those who need it the most.

Multidimensional focus: Poverty is not just
about money; it is about health, education,
living standards, and more. The LMPI+ looks
at all these different aspects to understand
how they connect and affect each other. This
big-picture view helps policymakers come up
with solutions that address the full complexity
of poverty, leading to more effective and long-
lasting results.

Empowerment through participation: The
LMPI+ is not just about collecting data—it is
about giving communities a voice. By involving
local people in the methodology process,
it makes sure that the measures of poverty
reflect their reality. This approach not only
makes the results more accurate but also gives
communities a sense of ownership, ensuring
that policies truly meet their needs and stand
the test of time.



Actionable data: With the LMPI+, leaders get
powerful data that helps them make smart
decisions. By showing exactly where and how
poverty is most intense, the LMPI+ guides
them in directing resources to the right places
and making informed choices. This data-
driven approach means that poverty reduction
efforts are more targeted, and their impact is
easier to track and measure.

Scalability and adaptability: The LMPI+ is not
a one-size-fits-all solution—it is designed to
work in different places and situations as well
as adapt to different contexts. This flexibility
ensures that as the fight against poverty
evolves, the LMPI+ remains a relevant and
powerful tool that can be applied globally.

Strengthening policy frameworks: By incor-
porating the findings from the LMPI+ into
policymaking, governments can create stron-
ger, more effective, and targeted strategies for
reducing poverty and promoting sustainable
development. The LMPI+ gives them the
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tools they need to align their efforts with the
actual needs of their people, making poverty
alleviationmorecoherentandimpactfuloverthe
long term.

Enhancing stakeholder collaboration:
The LMPI+ brings everyone to the table—
governments, communities, and development
partners. By encouraging teamwork and
collective action, it helps pool resources and
expertise to tackle the complex challenges
of poverty. With the national statistical offices
as key partners, the LMPI+ alters the way
these institutions view and measure poverty
by incorporating the voices of people who
experience it. This collaborative approach is
key to achieving sustainable development
goals and making a real difference.




What is this about and

for whom?

This policy brief delves into the findings,
implications, and transformative potential of the
Local Multidimensional Poverty Index Plus (LMPI+)
project, which was piloted in Burkina Faso, The
Gambia, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, with crucial
support from the UNDP Poverty and Inequality
Funding Window and its key donor, Luxembourg.
The policy brief highlights the innovative approach
of the LMPI+ in redefining poverty measurement
and intervention strategies, moving beyond
traditional income-based metrics to encompass
a multidimensional perspective that considers
various deprivations experienced by individuals
and communities.

Policymakers
Equip them with robust, evidence-based insights
and tools for designing and implementing.

Researchers
Encourages
engagement with

LMPI+

The LMPI+ approach integrates quantitative data,
qualitative insights, and participatory methods to
provide a comprehensive and localized under-
standing of poverty. This methodology ensures
that poverty reduction strategies are informed
by the real-life experiences of those affected,
empowering communities, and enhancing the
relevance and effectiveness of interventions.

This policy briefis intended for a diverse audience,
including policymakers and government officials,
development agencies and partners, community
leaders and organizations, and researchers and
academics.

Development Agencies

and refinement of
multidimensional Ta rg et Enhancing development
poverty measurement Audience interventions, encouraging

methods, fostering
innovation and
expanding the
application of these
approaches in diverse
contexts.

Community Leaders
Empowered with data and insights that reflect the
lived experiences of their communities.

partnerships, and fostering
collaboration with local
stakeholders.



For policymakers and government officials, the
objective is to equip them with robust, evidence-
based insights and tools for designing and
implementing poverty alleviation programmes
that are finely tuned to the specific challenges and
needs of different regions, filling a gap in existing
poverty measurements. By leveraging the LMPI+,
policymakers can more effectively identify and
target the most vulnerable populations, ensuring
that resources are allocated where they can have
the greatest impact.

For development agencies and partners, the
brief highlights the value of the LMPI+ approach
in enhancing the effectiveness of development
interventions, encouraging partnerships, and
fostering collaboration with local stakeholders.
The LMPI+ framework provides agencies with
a comprehensive understanding of poverty
dynamics, enabling them to align their efforts
with local priorities and work synergistically with
governments and communities.

Community leaders and organizations are
empowered with data and insights that reflect the
lived experiences of their communities, enabling
them to advocate for responsive and inclusive

policies and programmes. By participating in the
LMPI+ process, communities gain ownership of
the poverty assessment, ensuring that their voices
are heard, and their needs are addressed in
policy-making.

For researchers and academics, the policy brief
encourages engagement with and refinement of
multidimensional poverty measurement methods,
fostering innovation and expanding the application
of these approaches in diverse contexts.
Researchers can build on the LMPI+ findings to
advance the field of poverty studies, exploring
new dimensions and indicators that capture the
complexity of poverty in different settings.

By targeting these audiences, the policy brief
aims to promote the adoption and integration
of the LMPI+ approach into broader poverty
reduction and development strategies, ultimately
contributing to more sustainable, equitable, and
inclusive outcomes for communities across Africa
and beyond.
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The LMPI+ Project

The Local Multidimensional Poverty Index Plus
(LMPI+) is changing the way we understand and
measure poverty in Africa and beyond. Traditional
poverty measures, which usually focus on income,
often miss the broader picture of how poverty
affects people’s lives. Recognizing this gap, the
LMPI+ project was launched in Burkina Faso, The
Gambia, Liberia, and Sierra Leone to develop a
more complete and nuanced way of measuring
poverty.

The LMPI+ gives us a holistic view of poverty by
bringing together several key elements:

Quantitative data:

' Solid foundation: The LMPI+
uses strong, reliable data sourced
from national statistical offices,
household surveys, and community
consultations to assess poverty
across various dimensions, such as
health, education, living standards,
and locally relevant dimensions
like livelihoods or vulnerability.
The approach can start with the
standard MPI dimensions, with
additional dimensions identified
through community consultation.
This flexibility ensures that the
LMPI+ reflects the specific realities
and needs of each context, creating
a clear baseline to understand
how widespread poverty is in
different regions.

Detail-oriented: By focusing on
local data, the LMPI+ can pinpoint
specific areas where poverty is
most intense—places that national
averages might overlook due to
oversight in the variations of data
distributions. This allows for more
precise and targeted interventions.

Qualitative insights:

’ Real-life stories: The LMPI+

goes beyond numbers by
including  personal experiences
and perspectives of community
members. By incorporating Focus
Group Discussions (FGDs) and Key
Informant Interviews (Klls), the LMPI+
is enriched and reflects not just
statistics but also the human stories
behind the numbers.

Context matters: Qualitative data
adds depth to the quantitative
findings, highlighting cultural, social,
and environmental factors that
contribute to poverty. This helps
us understand the full context of
poverty in each community.

Participatory methods:

Community involvement: The LMPI+
actively engages local communities
in the process of developing and
implementing the index. Through
workshops and consultations,
community members help choose
relevant poverty indicators and
shape how poverty is measured in
their communities.

Building ownership: By involving
communities in the process, the
LMPI+ fosters a sense of ownership
and accountability, ensuring that the
results align with local priorities and
needs.



Why the LMPI+ matters

The LMPI+ project was created to provide a more
accurate and comprehensive understanding of
poverty, going beyond the limits of traditional
income-based measures. Here is why itis important:

Multidimensionality of poverty:
A complete picture: Poverty is not just about
a lack of money—it impacts health, education,
access to services, and overall quality of life.
The LMPI+ captures all these dimensions,
giving a fuller picture of what deprivation
looks like.

“A poor person’s characteristic is not having all
the basic things in your house. Not being able to
have all your 12 months’ feeding. Being unable
to send the children to school for education,
not being able to bear the school expenses like

school bags, uniforms, and so on.” Gambia

Interconnected challenges: By looking at
how different poverty indicators interact and
reinforce each other, the LMPI+ shows the
complexity of poverty, guiding policymakers
towards more holistic solutions.

Localized measurement:

Tailored analysis: Poverty is different in
every region and might even vary within
each region, influenced by local economies,
cultures, and environments. The LMPI+
adapts its measurements to reflect these local
realities, ensuring that interventions are both
relevant and effective.

Targeted action: By identifying the specific
poverty challenges in each area, the LMPI+
helps policymakers design interventions
that directly address the unique issues
communities face, making resource allocation
more impactful.
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Empowering communities:
Inclusive approach: The LMPI+ ensures that
the voices of those living in poverty are central
to the assessment process. This inclusivity
empowers communities and gives legitimacy
to the findings.

Driving change: Empowered communities are
better equipped to advocate for policies and
programmes that meet their needs, leading
to more responsive and effective poverty
reduction efforts.
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Guiding policy and development:
Informed decisions: The LMPI+ provides
actionable data and insights that help
policymakers design and implement targeted
poverty alleviation strategies.

Continuous improvement:. The index
strengthens monitoring and evaluation,
allowing policymakers to assess how well
interventions are working and refine policies
based on real-world evidence.

In short, the LMPI+ project is a major step forward
in understanding and measuring poverty. It offers
a powerful framework that not only captures
the complexity of poverty but also empowers
communities to take part in their development.
The insights generated by the LMPI+ can
significantly improve poverty reduction strategies,
leading to more sustainable and inclusive
outcomes across Africa and beyond.



Key Findings

The Local Multidimensional Poverty Index Plus
(LMPI+) project, implemented in Burkina Faso, The
Gambia, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, has revealed
a deeper understanding of poverty’s multifaceted
nature across these regions. The LMPI+’s findings
highlight how poverty extends beyond income,
capturing the complexities that traditional
measures often overlook.

1. Blending data with real-life experiences:
The LMPI+’s approach combines hard data—
like income and health access—with the
lived experiences of those in poverty. For
instance, in Liberia, the LMPI+ revealed how
health shocks, such as unexpected ilinesses,
significantly exacerbate poverty. Communities
highlighted the lack of access to reliable
healthcare, which often pushes families
further into poverty when they face medical
emergencies. This integration of data with
personal stories provides a fuller picture of
how poverty affects people’s lives.

2. Uncovering regional differences in poverty:
Poverty is not uniform; it varies widely across
regions, and the LMPI+ has highlighted these

differences. In The Gambia, for example, the
LMPI+ pinpointed agriculture and access to
electricity as key factors in poverty reduction,
particularly in rural areas like the Kuntaur
Local Government Area. These insights
allow policymakers to focus on enhancing
agricultural  productivity and expanding
electrification, directly addressing the local
challenges that contribute to poverty. In
Burkina Faso, the LMPI+ uncovered that
poverty is deeply intertwined with the
ongoing conflict and displacement in the
country. The instability has led to severe
deprivations in basic services like sanitation
and clean energy, particularly in rural areas.
These findings stress the need for targeted
interventions that address both the immediate
and long-term effects of conflict on poverty.

Empowering communities through
participation: A key strength of the LMPI+
is its participatory approach, which involves
local communities in defining and measuring
poverty. In Sierra Leone, community members
were deeply engaged in identifying what
poverty means to them and in shaping the
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indicators used in the LMPI+. This process
revealed that in regions like Pujehun District,
poverty is often linked to inadequate access
to education and healthcare, exacerbated by
the district’s remoteness from urban centers.
By including these community perspectives,
the LMPI+ ensures that policies are more
aligned withthe actual needs ofthe population.

4. Capturing multiple dimensions of poverty:
Poverty goes beyond a lack of money; it
includes various dimensions like health,
education, and social connections. In The
Gambia, the LMPI+ incorporated dimensions
such as social protection and shocks &
vulnerabilities, highlighting how issues like
poor agricultural vyields and vulnerability
to climate change exacerbate poverty. For
example, residents in Jakaba reported that
failed rice fields, their primary source of
food and income, were a significant driver of
their poverty.

5. Providing actionable data for targeted
interventions: The LMPI+ does not just
collect data—it provides actionable insights.
In Burkina Faso, the LMPI+ findings were
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used to design targeted interventions that
directly address the most pressing needs,
such as improving access to clean cooking
fuel and sanitation in the most deprived areas.
This approach ensures that resources are
allocated effectively, maximizing the impact of
poverty alleviation efforts.

Moreover, in Liberia, the LMPI+’s detailed data
is being used to guide local development
projects and inform national planning,
ensuring that policies are rooted in the
realities faced by those in poverty.

The LMPI+ pilot project has demonstrated its
potential to transform how poverty is understood
and addressed. By capturing the multidimensional
and localized aspects of poverty—such as health
shocks, regional disparities, and community
vulnerabilities—the LMPI+ provides a powerful tool
for tackling the complex challenges of poverty.
This approach not only helps ensure that no one
is left behind but also empowers communities to
actively participate in shaping their future, leading
to more sustainable and inclusive development
across Africa and beyond.




Policy Implications

The LMPI+ has profound implications for poverty
reduction policies and development strategies.
By offering a comprehensive, localized, and
participatory approach to measuring poverty, the
LMPI+ informs a range of policy decisions and
interventions. The following implications highlight
how the LMPI+ can shape and enhance policy
frameworks:

1. Precise targeting of poverty alleviation
programmes:
Resource optimization: The detailed data
provided by the LMPI+ enable policymakers
to identify and target specific communities
and regions through local development
programmes where poverty is most severe.
This precision in targeting ensures that
resources are allocated efficiently, maximizing
the impact of poverty alleviation programmes.

Informed decision-making: Policymakers
can use LMPI+ data to prioritize interventions
based onthe unique needs of each community,
addressing the specific deprivations identified
by the index. This data-driven approach
enhances the effectiveness of policy decisions
and ensures that interventions are responsive
to local contexts.

2. Development of integrated, cross-sectoral
targeting
Holistic interventions: The multidimensional
nature of the LMPI+ highlights the intercon-
nectedness of various poverty indicators,
such as health, education, living standards
and others identified by communities. This
understanding promotes the development
of integrated policies that address multiple
dimensions of poverty simultaneously, foster-
ing holistic and sustainable development.

Policy synergies: The LMPI+ encourages the
integration of poverty reduction strategies
across different policy areas, such as health,
education, and infrastructure. This coordi-
nation enhances the overall effectiveness
of interventions and ensures that efforts are
aligned with broader development goals.

3.

Enhanced monitoring and evaluation
capabilities:

Baseline data for impact assessment: The
LMPI+ provides robust baseline data that can
be used to monitor and evaluate the impact
of poverty reduction initiatives over time. This
capability allows policymakers to assess the
effectiveness of interventions, identify areas
for improvement, and refine strategies based
on empirical evidence.

Continuous learning and adaptation: By
regularly updating the LMPI+ data and
assessing its findings, policymakers can adapt
their approaches to reflect changing poverty
dynamics, ensuring that interventions remain
relevant and impactful.

Strengthening stakeholder engagement and
collaboration:

Fostering partnerships: The LMPI+ process
emphasizes the importance of collaboration
between governments, communities, and
development partners. By engaging multiple
stakeholders, the LMPI+ strengthens collec-
tive efforts to combat poverty and achieve
sustainable development goals.

Building trust and ownership: The
participatory nature of the LMPI+ fosters
trust and ownership among communities
as well as between the government and
the communities, ensuring that policies and
interventions are grounded in local realities
and aligned with community priorities.

Informing national and local policy
frameworks:

Evidence-informed policy development: The
insights generated by the LMPI+ provide a
compelling evidence base for developing
national andlocal poverty reduction strategies.
Policymakers can use this information to
design policies that are more responsive to the
needs of their populations and better aligned
with sustainable development objectives.



Promoting inclusivity and equity: By
highlighting the specific deprivations faced
by marginalized groups, the LMPI+ informs
policies that promote inclusivity and equity,
ensuring that no one is left behind in the
pursuit of development.

Overall, the policy implications of the LMPI+
underscore its potential to revolutionize
poverty measurement and inform effective policy
interventions. By capturing the multidimensional
and localized aspects of poverty, the LMPI+
provides a powerful tool for addressing the
complex challenges of poverty and promoting
sustainable development across diverse contexts.

Recommendations

Based on the insights gained from the Local
Multidimensional Poverty Index Plus (LMPI+)
project, the following recommendations are
proposed to guide stakeholders in harnessing the
LMPI+’s full potential for poverty reduction and
sustainable development:

1. Scale up the LMPI+ approach:

Expand implementation across regions
and countries: To capitalize on the LMPI+’s
success, efforts should be made to scale the
approach to other regions within as well as
beyond the pilot countries. This expansion
will enable a broader application of the LMPI+,
providing valuable insights into poverty
dynamics across different socio-economic
and cultural contexts. By implementing the
LMPI+ in additional regions and countries,
policymakers can gain a more comprehensive
understanding of poverty, allowing for the
development of targeted and context-specific
interventions.

Customize the LMPI+ framework to local
contexts: As the LMPI+ is adapted to new
regions, it is crucial to tailor the framework
to reflect local realities. This customization
ensures that the LMPI+ remains relevant
and effective in capturing the unique
poverty dimensions experienced by different
communities, allowing for interventions that
are culturally and socially appropriate.

2. Strengthen stakeholder engagement:
Deepen community participation and
empowerment: Strengthening community
participation in the LMPI+ process is essential
for ensuring that poverty assessments and
policy decisions are grounded in the lived
experiences of those most affected. Engaging
communities in identifying poverty indicators
and designing measurement tools fosters
a sense of ownership and accountability,
increasing the likelihood of successful
implementation and long-term sustainability
of interventions. Moreover, building the
advocacy capacity of local communities
empowers them to voice their needs and
influence policies and programmes, ensuring
that interventions are responsive and
inclusive.

Build collaborative partnerships:
Establish and strengthen partnerships with
development agencies, non-governmental
organizations, and other stakeholders
to share resources, expertise, and best
practices. Collaborative efforts enhance the
effectiveness of poverty reduction initiatives
and promote a coordinated response to the
complex challenges of poverty.



Integrate LMPI+ data into national and local
poverty reduction strategies:

Incorporate LMPI+ insights into policy
development: Policymakers should leverage
the rich data provided by the LMPI+ to
inform the development of national and local
poverty reduction strategies. By incorporating
LMPI+ insights, policymakers can design
interventions that are tailored to the specific
needs and priorities of different communities,
ensuring that resources are allocated
efficiently and effectively.

Ensure policy coherence and alignment:
Use LMPI+ data to promote coherence across
sectoral policies and ensure alignment with
broader development goals, such as the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This
alignment fosters synergies between poverty
reduction strategies and other development
efforts, enhancing the overall impact of
interventions.

Invest in capacity building and institutional
strengthening:

Enhance technical and analytical capacity:
Invest in capacity-building programmes
to equip government agencies, local
institutions, and communities with the skills
and knowledge needed to implement and
utilize the LMPI+ effectively. Training in data
collection, analysis, and interpretation can
empower stakeholders to make informed
policy decisions and maximize the impact of
poverty reduction efforts.

Strengtheninstitutionalframeworks:Develop
and strengthen institutional frameworks to
support the implementation of the LMPI+,
ensuring that data collection, analysis, and
dissemination processes are efficient and
effective. This institutional support is critical
for maintaining the quality and integrity
of LMPI+ data and ensuring its continued
relevance in policymaking.

5. Encourage continuous learning and
innovation:
Facilitate knowledge sharing and learning:
Establish platforms and networks for
knowledge sharing among countries and
regions implementing the LMPI+. This
exchange of experiences, challenges,
and best practices can contribute to the
continuous improvement and refinement of
the LMPI+ framework, fostering innovation
and enhancing its applicability.

Promote research and development:
Encourage ongoing research and
development to explore new dimensions and
indicators of poverty, expanding the scope
and applicability of the LMPI+. By continually
refining the index and exploring new areas of
inquiry, the LMPI+ can remain at the forefront
of poverty measurement and contribute
to more effective and sustainable poverty
reduction strategies.

By implementing these recommendations,
stakeholders can fully leverage the transformative
potential of the LMPI+ to drive effective poverty
reduction and sustainable development across
Africa and beyond. The LMPI+ provides a
powerful tool for understanding and addressing
the complex challenges of poverty, empowering
communities, and informing policies that promote
inclusive growth and well-being.



Conclusion

The Local Multidimensional Poverty Index Plus
(LMPI+) represents a significant advancement in
how poverty is measured and understood, offering
a transformative approach that goes beyond
traditional income-based metrics. Through its
integration of quantitative data, qualitative insights,
and participatory methods, the LMPI+ provides a
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of
poverty that is essential for designing effective
and sustainable interventions.

The implementation of the LMPI+ in Burkina
Faso, The Gambia, Liberia, and Sierra Leone has
demonstrated its potential to uncover hidden
poverty pockets, reveal regional variations, and
empower communities to actively participate
in their development. By highlighting the
multidimensional and localized nature of poverty,
the LMPI+ offers valuable insights that can guide
policymakers in crafting targeted and context-
specific strategies.

Key contributions of the LMPI+:

*  Holistic understanding of poverty: The LMPI+
captures the complexity and interconnected-
ness of various poverty dimensions, providing
a fuller picture of deprivation and informing
holistic policy responses.

* Localized insights and targeted interven-
tions: By focusing on local contexts, the LMPI+
enables policymakers to design interventions
that address the unique challenges faced by
different communities, optimizing resource
allocation and impact.

* Community empowerment and participa-
tion: The participatory approach of the
LMPI+ fosters a sense of ownership and
accountability among communities, ensuring
that policies and programmes reflect their
needs and priorities.

* Data-driven decision-making: The LMPI+
provides robust and actionable data that
informs policy development, monitoring, and
evaluation, enhancing the effectiveness and
sustainability of poverty reduction efforts.

Policymakers, development partners, and
community leaders are encouraged to adopt and
integrate the LMPI+ approach into their poverty
reduction strategies. By leveraging the insights
and data provided by the LMPI+, stakeholders can
develop more responsive, inclusive, and impactful
interventions that address the complex challenges
of poverty.

As the LMPI+ is scaled up and adapted to new
regions, it is crucial to continue investing in
capacity building, stakeholder engagement, and
research and innovation. These efforts will ensure
that the LMPI+ remains a powerful tool for driving
sustainable development and empowering
communities across Africa and beyond.

In conclusion, the LMPI+ offers a transformative
tool for poverty measurement that has the potential
to revolutionize how poverty is understood and
addressed. By capturing the multidimensional and
localized aspects of poverty, the LMPI+ empowers
stakeholders to create a future where no one is
left behind and where all individuals have the
opportunity to thrive.
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