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UNDP and Lesotho Post Bank join forces to 
tackle youth and women unemployment 

To confront Lesotho’s escalating 
youth unemployment crisis, the 
United Nations Development Pro-

gramme (UNDP) and Lesotho Post Bank 
(LPB) have signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) that promises to open 
doors for women and youth struggling to 

-
nesses.

The agreement, signed earlier this 
week, is a timely response to the national 

-

unemployment as a “national disaster” 
that requires immediate and coordinated 
action from all sectors.

Through this partnership, UNDP and 
-

ers facing young entrepreneurs and wom-

-
-

-
stitutions represents a shared vision for 
inclusive economic growth that leaves no 

parties, the MoU seeks to strengthen the 

to thrive.

LPB’s Managing Director, Mopeli Mokha-
chane, emphasised the importance of em-
powering the country’s youth and women 

-
lieved in the potential of Basotho entrepre-
neurs. This partnership with UNDP will 

and youth, who are often left out of formal 

said Mopeli.
Mokhachane acknowledged the fact 

that youth want to partake in the economic 
-

es to. Noting that lack of access is one ma-
jor challenge, henceforth they will use the 
newly formed partnership to respond to 
that challenge. 

-
-

ernment alone, and that the private and 
development sectors must join hands to 
create an environment where entrepre-

Lesotho, Dr Jacqueline Olweya, applauded 
the partnership as a step in the right di-

those focused on poverty reduction, decent 
work, and gender equality.

-
-

ture where every young person and every 
woman has a fair chance to succeed, not 
just to survive,” said Dr Olweya.

youth make up the majority of the popula-
tion, many remain unemployed or under-

limited skills, and few opportunities to in-
novate. 

Adding that one of the main reasons 

that one of LPB’s mandate is providing ac-

-

access to credit and entrepreneurial train-
ing programs.

they have laid the foundation for a more 
-

my, one that values the potential of every 
Basotho youth and woman.

Under the MoU, Lesotho Post Bank will 
-

ucts tailored for young and female entre-

The partnership will also support 
-

acy development training, policy advoca-

enhance access to markets and capaci-

-

receive the funding they need for their 

-

services remain limited.
This partnership comes at a crucial 

poverty and stimulate inclusive growth. 
According to recent statistics, over 30% of 
the country’s youth are unemployed, and 
many of those who are employed work in 

By focusing on enterprise development, 
the MoU aims to transform the informal 

-
nership,” said Dr Olweya. “It is a commit-
ment to giving Basotho youth the tools, 

-
ers.”

Young entrepreneurs across the coun-
try are encouraged to step forward and 
make use of this opportunity. 

In the words of Prime Minister 
Matekane, “Lesotho’s future lies in the 
hands of its young people.” And through 

From dream to reality: Machepha chases her 
dreams in Ethiopia

Meet ‘Manthatisi Machepha, a 
44-years-old Mosotho woman 

into a successful career.  With her dedica-

lawyer in a foreign country Ethiopia where 
she now resides.

Originally from Koro-koro, Machepha 
-

al life as a civil servant. Then the turning 

Lesotho and United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), as well as  United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa 
(UNECA), participating in trainings, work-
shops and high-level conferences not as a 

-
tor—questioning speakers, presenting data 
on Lesotho, and challenging the status quo.

And that engagement earned her invi-
tations to meetings in her personal capac-
ity, and she soon found herself applying 

for positions on the United Nations (UN) 

African Union (AU) interview panel, she 
had already honed her application skills 
through multiple UN processes. The AU 
recognised her drive and hired her as a 

the AU headquarters.

working for international organisations. I 
started partnering with the UNDP and UN-

for the government as a civil servant,” she 
shared.

“I participated in most trainings organ-
-

shops and conferences with high vigor. 
The key words were: participation not just 

these initiatives; I questioned the status 
quo, challenged the speakers and present-

-
lation to Lesotho.”

In an exclusive interview with the Infor-

mative Newspaper, Machepha explained 
-

tions, inviting her to their meetings in her 
personal capacity. 

would apply and get interviewed. I did the 

practice from the application process of 

-

-
dence permits, having spent extended peri-
ods in various countries for projects. 

she is currently working with the govern-
ment of Egypt to operationalise the African 

Cairo, Egypt. “Egypt is currently my sec-

meets fellow Basotho for music and con-
versation.

-

protecting Basotho in the diaspora and for 
promoting Lesotho’s tourism potential in 
terms of development when coming home. 

-
cy of Lesotho, if allowed, as it is critical to 
have a good foreign policy to protect Baso-
tho in diaspora and to the tourism indus-
try, as I know a little of what tourists might 
need,” she stated. 

-
ment, its stoic traditions, and the warmth 
of its people, who are eager to share food, 

crime reports remind her to stay vigilant.
Manthatisi’s story is one of relentless 

participation. From questioning speakers 
at UN workshops to shaping continental 

for good governance, strengthening Leso-
tho’s diplomatic footprint, and steering the 

-

her passion for African unity.
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