Raed Jaoua, a Young Legal Expert Committed to Climate Action

At 27 yearsold, Raed Jaoua ajurist, researcher, and passionate citizen has chosen to put
his knowledge at the service of a cause that drives him: climate justice.

Originally from Sfax, Raed grew up with the conviction that change begins with
understanding. After completing a Master’s degree in Public Law at the Faculty of Law in
Sfax, he became interested in a topic still rarely explored in his country : the place of
climate within Tunisian law. His thesis, conducted between Tunisia and France, paved
the way for a new reflection on the role of law in environmental protection.

“For me, the law is not just a framework, it is a lever for ecological transition and a tool to
defend the planet.”

This young researcher did not remain confined to the academic world. He quickly wanted
to turn his ideas into concrete actions. Active in several associations and networks, he
became involved in awareness campaigns, training sessions, and environmental
projects in Sfax.

In 2025, his engagement reached a new milestone. Raed was selected from more than
200 young applicants to join the National Youth Climate Group as part of the
development of NDC 3.0. This initiative, led by the Ministry of Environment and Ministry
of Youth and Sports, with UNDP and UNICEF support, engages young people to co-create
the third Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC3.0) and climate policies by
strengthening their skills, amplifying their voices, and promoting participatory
governance for an inclusive and sustainable ecological transition.

“When | saw the call for applications, | immediately knew | wanted to be part of it. My
commitment to climate action is not only theoretical, | live it every day through my
studies and my projects.”

The regional workshop held in Sfax for District 4, within the framework of developing the
NDC, brought together various regions of the district and highlighted the diverse impacts
of climate change. The event, which took place over two intensive days, offered an open
and participatory space that fostered enriching dialogue between youth, trainers, and
representatives of several public institutions.

This initiative was, according to Raed, a true success. He particularly emphasizes the
crucial role of the Ministry of Environment (National Coordination Unit on Climate
Change), whose organizational and coordination efforts created a constructive
exchange space. He also highlights the active presence of UNDP and UNICEF, whose



constant support and proximity to young participants fostered a climate of trust,
attentiveness, and inspiring collaboration.

According to Raed, discussions with young people, experts, and institutional
representatives enriched the dialogue around regional and national priorities for NDC
3.0. “These were important moments for our region, and a unique opportunity to show
that Tunisian youth have ideas and want their voices heard.”

These exchanges were a true learning opportunity for him. He discovered key concepts
such as climate migration, sea-level rise, water management, sustainable agriculture,
and energy challenges. This experience enabled him to better understand Tunisia’s
environmental issues, engage with young people from neighboring regions of Sfax, and
broaden his international perspective, strengthening his commitment as a jurist and
inspiring other youth to act for the environment.

Raed did not limit himself to simply participating. He supported the team in organizing
the workshop and in communicating about the event. He mobilized local mediato ensure
broad visibility and convey a clear message: young people are also taking part in climate
policymaking for a sustainable future.

Today, Raed continues to advocate for youth participation in climate governance.
Following the Youth 3.0 workshop, he personally organized a gathering in Sfax that
brought together other young climate activists to share the knowledge and experiences
gained. Through this initiative, he demonstrates that youth participation can have real
local impact and inspire a collective movement. Raed strongly believes that Tunisia can
become aregional model for intergenerational participation and local climate action.

“My ambition is to see every young person become an actor of change. Knowledge is the
starting point, but it is through collective action that we will build a greener Tunisia.”



