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Report on the Model African Union in Japan TICAD9 Edition

Inayojumuisha: Youth Co-creation, Shaping Africa's Future.

UNDP Student Ambassador

Yi Tang

| had the privilege of attending the Model African Union General Assembly in Japan,
as a Student Ambassador of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
This event was part of the wider TICAD9 framework, held in Yokohama, and it
brought together students from diverse backgrounds to step into the roles of African
countries representatives and discuss the development priorities of the continent.
The overarching theme of the meeting was clear: how to create a better, more

sustainable, and inclusive future.

The format of the event allowed each representative to speak about their country’s

vision and priorities for development. It was inspiring to see students take on these

roles with such seriousness and preparation, demonstrating their understanding of

key issues such as education, infrastructure, and gender equality. These are themes
that resonate strongly not only in the African context but also in broader global

discussions of sustainable development.

Education was one of the strongest points raised. Many participants highlighted that
investing in education is essential for empowering young people, enabling them to
drive innovation, and preparing them to lead their societies into the future. Given
that Africa has one of the fastest-growing youth populations in the world, the
emphasis on education reflects a practical and urgent concern. It is not only a
matter of equipping individuals with knowledge and skills but also ensuring that

they have opportunities to participate actively in decision-making and in building



their communities. | found this vision both ambitious and necessary, as education is

often the foundation on which every other form of development is built.

Another major theme was infrastructure. Representatives underlined the importance
of roads, electricity, connectivity, water systems, and digital networks, pointing out
that without reliable infrastructure, economic growth and social progress remain
difficult. Infrastructure development opens access to schools and hospitals, makes
markets more efficient, and strengthens connectivity both within and between
nations. It also supports young people in accessing opportunities that are otherwise
out of reach. Listening to the students describe infrastructure not just as physical
systems but as enablers of opportunity and equality made me realize how essential

it is to achieve Africa’s development agenda 2063.

Gender equality was consistently emphasized as well. Representatives noted that
the continent cannot achieve its full potential if women and girls are left behind.
Equal access to education, work opportunities, and leadership positions was seen
as critical for inclusive growth. This point resonated deeply with me because it
highlights that development must go hand in hand with fairness and justice. Many
students also pointed out that empowering women is not just a matter of equity but

a driver of innovation and community resilience.

The TICAD9 framework within which this event was organized was also meaningful.
TICAD has always been about partnership between Africa and its international
partners, and this meeting made clear how young people fit into that vision. The
event encouraged us, as future leaders and global citizens, to think creatively and
inclusively about solutions. What struck me most was the encouragement for youth
to bring innovative ideas forward—not only in Africa but across the globe. Young
people were called on to imagine and design a world that is environmentally friendly,
socially inclusive, and fair to everyone. This message gave me great motivation to
continue learning about development and to consider how my own contributions

might support such goals.



As a Student Ambassador of UNDP, | also appreciated how the event highlighted the
importance of dialogue and preparation. Even though the speeches were concise, it
was clear that the students had put significant effort into researching their assigned
countries, identifying priorities, and presenting them with confidence. Their
commitment deserves respect, and it showed me that young people are ready to
take responsibility for shaping the future. The event would not have been possible
without the organizers, who created a platform for student voices to be heard and

for collaboration to take place in a respectful and productive setting.

Personally, attending this meeting and exploring the surrounding exhibitions gave
me new insights into how development is being pursued on multiple levels. It
reinforced the idea that education, infrastructure, and gender equality are not
abstract goals, but practical necessities for sustainable progress. At the same time,
it showed me that initiatives are not limited to governments alone—cities,
universities, NGOs, and communities are actively contributing to the global effort.

This broadened perspective made the event especially valuable to me.

In conclusion, the Model African Union meeting and the TICAD9 event as a whole
were deeply meaningful experiences. They highlighted the aspirations of young
people for Africa’s future, showcased the dedication of students who had
researched the positions of their respective countries and prepared their speeches
with care, and introduced me to the diverse development projects being carried out
by local and international actors. | left the event inspired and motivated to learn
more about development projects in different countries, and to continue engaging
with these themes as part of my journey with UNDP. The experience strengthened
my belief that by working together—across borders, disciplines, and generations—

we can indeed make a better world for everyone.
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