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Shaping Tomorrow Together:
Youth Leadership at TICAD9’s Model African Union

UNDP Student Ambassador
Sara Roehrig

The Model African Union in Japan

Setting the Stage: TICAD and Youth Engagement

The Ninth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD9), held in
Yokohama from 20 -22 August 2025, brought together governments, civil society, and the
private sector. This year’s conference placed a special focus on youth, to reaffirm Japan’s
long-standing partnership with Africa. Since 1993, TICAD has been a platform for driving
Africa—Japan cooperation.

One of its highlights was the second edition of the Model African Union (MAU) Japan. In this
simulation, students from Africa and Japan stepped into the roles of African Union delegates
to debate, negotiate, and shape resolutions on sustainable development. Guided by the
theme “Inayojumuisha: Youth Co-Creation, Shaping Africa’s Future”, the event embodied
inclusion as both a principle and a practice.

Opening Voices of Inspiration




The session began with a powerful reminder from UNDP Nigeria Resident Representative
Elsie Attafuah: youth are the “engine of the future,” and their voices must be heard at the
very start of any process of change. JICA Vice President Naoki Ando echoed this,
emphasizing youth-driven innovation as a cornerstone of global cooperation.

After the roll call of delegations, the President of the conference invited participants to rise
forthe African Union Anthem, which was displayed and observed. Right after that the formal

debate was opened, allowing delegates to share the national perspectives and continental
priorities on sustainable development.

A Chorus of Youth Perspectives

Eighteen delegations presented their priorities, offering a vibrant mosaic of ideas. The
following points illustrate a selection of the many perspectives shared by some delegations:

e Ethiopia emphasized commitment to youth empowerment and inclusive governance
and investment in education and regional solidarity.

e Nigeria placed digitalinnovation and youth entrepreneurship at the heart of its vision.

« Namibia highlighted its strong investment in education, describing youth as Africa’s
“global engine.”

e Ghana called for urgent action on inclusive governance, microfinance, and early
education.

o The Democratic Republic of Congo positioned science and technology as the “heart
of development” for Agenda 2063.

« Malawi argued that electricity access is a human right, linking energy to education
and civic participation.

o Sierra Leone proudly shared progress toward gender inclusion, noting that women
make up 40% of its parliament.

e Rwanda encouraged all member states to scale up youth-centered investments,
support cross-borderinnovation, and ensure the full integration of youth into national
policies.

Each statement added to a larger narrative: Africa’s future is diverse, dynamic, and youth-
led.

From Debate to Action: Resolutions Adopted

The assembly then turned to its core task of discussing the resolutions. Three Specialized
Technical Committees (STC) presented their proposals:



The STC1 on Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning, and Integration focusing on
the Youth Engagement for Africa’s Solidarity in the Global Economy proposed measures
to accelerate Africa’s transformation through youth empowerment, entrepreneurship, and
innovation. Delegates highlighted the importance of green innovation and start-up
ecosystems, linking these to infrastructure development and greater access to intra-African
markets. A key point was ensuring transparency in economic agreements and creating more
opportunities for young people to take part in decision-making at the highest levels.

The STC 2 on Youth, Culture, and Sports focusing on
Youth for Political Reformation centered its proposals on social inclusion. Delegates
stressed that Africa’s progress cannot be achieved without addressing the structural
barriers faced by women and young people in policy making. The committee called for
stronger legislation to empower women, the elimination of gender-based violence, and
equal access to education. It also recommended expanding scholarships and leadership
programs so that both women and youth can contribute fully to shaping policies and
institutions.

Meanwhile, the STC on Education, Science, and Technology focusing on
Building Self-Sustaining Wealth and Digital Infrastructure for Youth in Africa looked to
the future by calling for a youth-led innovation platform to drive green solutions. Delegates
emphasized the need to invest in agricultural technology and to broaden access to digital
tools and infrastructure, ensuring that no community is left behind in the digital age. The
committee also underlined the importance of data governance and cybersecurity as
continental priorities, aligning its proposals with the long-term vision of Agenda 2063.

When put to the vote, the resolutions received unanimous support including all 52
countries attending to vote in favor. The message was clear: Youth are ready to co-create
solutions, and they are united in their vision.

Celebrating Excellence

After the voting, the awards ceremony honored outstanding delegations, with Kenya,
Namibia, and South Africa recognized as best delegations as well as Guinea for its best
Position paper These moments of celebration were not just about individual excellence but
about the collective achievement of building consensus and shaping a youth-driven agenda.



The Kenyan Delegation Receiving Its Award.

Closing with Hope

The event closed with remarks from Ms. Eri Arfiya, Japan’s Parliamentary Vice-Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Professor Miki Sugimura of Sophia University and H.E. Amb. Bankole
Adeoye, Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace and Security (PAPS) department
African Union Commission. The three of them stressed the importance of youth leadership,
research, and exchange, they expressed deep appreciation for the unanimous adoption of
the resolution. Their words left a strong sense of hope for deeper Africa-Japan collaboration.

Personal Reflections

For me, as a UNDP Student Ambassador, this was an unforgettable experience. It was my
first time witnessing such a simulation, and it gave me a deeper appreciation of how
international cooperation works not only through policies but through dialogue, compromise,
and shared vision.

| was especially moved by the determination of young Africans to shape their future with
courage and innovation. Despite their different backgrounds, the delegates spoke in unison
about the urgency of action and the power of inclusion. Their passion reminded me that
sustainable development is not only possible but has the power to be shaped by the youth
today.

Beyond the formal debates, | enjoyed engaging with the many organizations present at
TICAD9 summit, exchanging ideas on sustainability challenges and learning about new
initiatives. These conversations showed me how broad and interconnected our efforts must
be if we want real change.



Leaving the event, | carried a renewed sense of motivation: Working together as a union is
not only desirable, but also essential for building a sustainable and inclusive future.
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