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TICAD 9 Thematic Event Report: 3rd Youth Drive (Youth TICAD 2025)

UNDP Student Ambassador
Natsumi Koya
August 22, 2025

This report covers the 9th Tokyo International Conference on African Development
(TICAD 9). In particular, this report focuses on the “Youth” events that took place at
JICA Yokohama and Pacifico Yokohama between August 18th and 20th.

These events warrant special attention as the first ever youth-led TICAD event, bringing
together 100 young people from Africa and Japan. Under the philosophy of ‘co-creation’
of the future of Africa, participants actively exchanged ideas and cultures and declared
actions together. The venue was full of energy and excitement for mutual learning and
collaboration.

The first two days, August 18th and 19th, were the Youth Agenda Simulation, where
participants co-created future action plans. The first day began with a panel discussion,
during which panelists shared their ambitions for the future of Africa, Japan, and their
mutual relationship. Ms. Folly Bah Thibault emphasized that the partnership should not
be limited to aid, but should be co-created and driven by both Africa and Japan. An
important point professor Sugano Tomoko hit on was the inverse relationship between
Japan and Africa’s population dynamics. With Japan’s population crisis worsening, and
no sign of respite, collaboration with Africa, who has a continuously growing young
demographic, could provide mutual benefit. Mr. Sato Takamasa noted that education is
important to prove ourselves reliable and build trust, while Ms. Thibault mentioned
university exchange programs as an effective way to share and exchange opinions.
Overall, discussions at TICAD maintained a common theme, encouraging youth
participation from both countries to create a mutually beneficial future.

photo1. Panel discussion on August 18th (photo taken by author)



After the panel discussion, participants worked within groups on collaborative business
proposals between Africa and Japan. Selected groups first pitched proposals that they
had prepared in advance. These ranged from group to group, some examples include, a
cultural club connecting African and Japanese writers, the use of cassava to produce
clean energy, and a project to stop the negative cycle of young pregnancy and
orphanhood. After listening to the presentations, participants then reorganized into new
groups with those they wanted to collaborate with, in order to further develop their
project plans for the final pitch on the second day. Each group created various
innovative ideas, utilizing both African and Japanese perspectives as well as
individuals’ diverse backgrounds.

photo2. Pitch by participants on August 18th (photo taken by author)

With more than ten teams, | decided to spend most of my time with a single group, to
better understand the entire Youth TICAD proposal development process. The team |
joined wanted to address an urgent issue of sanitation and waste managementin
Africa. After the first round of pitches, several participants who got interested in the
‘Toilet Revolution’ project joined the team, forming a group of five passionate young
people. Members came from diverse backgrounds: an African student beginning a PhD
in public health, a Japanese high school student aspiring to become a doctor, a
university student who had studied in the UK and Africa, a graduate from a European
university with volunteer experience in Africa, and an engineer with expertise in
infrastructure projects in Africa. The team exchanged unique and creative ideas based
on their experiences. The African participant and those with volunteer experience
shared knowledge of daily life in Africa, adding realism and urgency to the project plan,
while the participants with professional experience contributed business perspectives.
The energetic discussion continued even at a cafe after the day’s program. The group’s
final proposal combined practical sanitation solutions with innovative waste
management ideas. The team proposed installing compost toilets in Africa and
recycling human waste into useful resources such as organic fertilizer and cements,



and introducing the toilets also in Japan for evacuation sites. The project would not only
improve public health and promote a circular economy in Africa, but also open new
business opportunities in Japan and strengthen the partnership between the two
regions. Out of more than ten groups, this group was awarded second prize in the final
pitch on the second day.

Following this Youth Agenda Simulation, the 3rd Youth Drive was held at Pacifico
Yokohama on the third day, August 20th, serving as the final part of Youth TICAD 2025.
The policy proposal titled “Youth Agenda 2055: The Future We Want" —created from
the voices of youth—was officially declared, followed by a lively panel discussion.
Panelists emphasized the power of youth and the importance of building an equal
relationship between Africa and Japan. One particularly striking message was that
collaboration should not be viewed as something only for Africa, but also for Japan,
which is why ‘co-creation’ was stressed as a core philosophy of TICAD 9. It was also
emphasized that while youth have the privilege to challenge, there are also those who
lack such power and must be empowered.

photo3. Panel discussion on August 20th (photo taken by author)

It was an inspiring experience to attend Youth TICAD 2025 as a UNDP Student
Ambassador. Experiencing the Japanese-African collaborative efforts at this event
made me hopeful that a future of co-creation and collaboration between two regions
could be possible, given that concrete actions, dialogues and events like Youth TICAD 9
continue to be promoted in the future.
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