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The event Youth Igniting a Growth Revolution: Creativity and Entrepreneurship brought
together diverse perspectives from Japan and Africa, highlighting how young
researchers, entrepreneurs, and creators can drive innovation. The central message
was introduced in the opening speech by Ms. Eziakonwa, UNDP Regional Director for
Africa, which emphasized the importance of connecting research to business and
fostering collaboration between young talents across continents. This theme resonated
throughout the sessions, where panelists addressed structural barriers, opportunities in
emerging markets, and the importance of building relationships with governments to

influence policies that sustain innovation.

Bridging Academia and Industry

One of the recurring challenges highlighted by most speakers was the gap between
academia and industry. Ms. Eziakonwa and several other speakers stressed the need for
researchers not only to focus on generating knowledge but also to translate findings into
practical business solutions. Mr. Hamada, a Japanese student researcher, for example,
stressed that Japanese universities often lack realistic linkages to industry, which
hinders innovation. Dr. Nderu, founder of JHUB Africa, also emphasized that academia
is highly routinized, making it difficult to connect with industries, in his response to a
question from the audience. His recommendation was to create structured platforms
where enterprises can directly engage with researchers and students, enabling targeted
collaboration. The shared conclusion was clear: universities must evolve into
ecosystems where ideas can transition smoothly from classrooms and labs into viable

enterprises.

Applications of Al in Business



Al was also at the center of many discussions in the first segment of the event. Both Ms.
Jabangwe, CEO of timbuktoo Africa Innovation Foundation, and Dr. Nderu noted that
while Al has significant potential to solve Africa’s problems, the continent faces
challenges in data availability and foundational infrastructure. Through collaboration
with Japan, which has strong expertise in Al and advanced digital industries, Africa’s Al
capacity could be accelerated. Ms. Jabangwe stressed that Al is the next essential leap
after internet access, and African innovators must not be left behind. Echoing the
importance and potential of Al for Africa, Mr. Shinada, Co-founder and general partner
of Kepple Africa Ventures, provided a different viewpoint, where he emphasized that
Africa’s success will also depend on integrating simple technologies into local

operations beyond just breakthroughs in high technologies.

The Role of Policy and Governments

In addition, the need for policies that can not only sustain but also bolster innovation
was repeatedly identified as a necessary driver of entrepreneurship during the
discussion session. Ms. Jabangwe explained that gaining trust from governments is
essential for scaling innovations, noting that organizations like UNDP can serve as
credible bridges to governments. She introduced some examples of collaborative work
with governments of Ghana, Rwanda, and South Africa, where they helped establish
timbuktoo hubs in their countries, highlighting the power of partnership and the positive
reality that youth are coming into politics and driving more open policies. Dr. Nderu
echoed the importance of establishing successful examples that can be scaled in other
countries across borders, illustrating how small investments today can grow into
transformative futures. The consensus was that innovation will not thrive in isolation; it

requires enabling environments shaped by supportive policies.

Media, Culture, and the Creative Industries

The second segment of the event turned attention to Africa’s creative industry, a field
often overlooked in economic debates. Ms. EO, a Nigerian filmmaker, highlighted that
Africa is poised to become a billion-dollar creative market but lacks structures to scale

content production. Investment in creative industries should be seen not as charity but



as a profitable opportunity. Mr. Adeola’s presentation about Kugali Media illustrated how
African storytelling can break global boundaries, drawing on their previous collaboration
with Disney on the film Iwaju, where Kugali Media demonstrated how African creativity
can reach global audiences. Mr. Onyemelukwe added that Africa’s youth are brimming
with creativity and hope, aspiring to become culturalicons and global stars. This
cultural dimension reinforced the idea that entrepreneurship is not limited to
technology but includes arts, media, and identity, which are all worth long-term

investments.

Personal Takeaways as Japan’s UNDP Student Ambassador

This event offered a holistic view of how creativity and entrepreneurship can drive
growth across Africa and Japan. It connected structural challenges with emerging
opportunities in Al, media, and cross-continental collaboration. The discussions were
grounded in both practicality and vision, pointing to the urgency of translating youthful

energy into sustainable systems.

Personally, | found three speeches particularly impactful. Ms. Eziakonwa’s opening
remarks set the tone by stressing the bridge between research and business—a
message | see as fundamental for real-world impact. Mr. Shinada’s observation that
Africa and Japan have opposite models of entrepreneurship, and that a balance
between local and foreign founders is necessary, made me reflect on inclusivity and the
need to integrate high-tech with simple, locally adaptable solutions. Finally, Mr.
Adeola’s account of Kugali’s collaboration with Disney was inspiring, showing how

creativity rooted in African identity can reshape global narratives.

Listening to these perspectives left me with a sense of optimism. The energy of the
speakers made me feel that collaboration between Japan and Africa is not only possible
but already in motion with the help of UNDP and many other NGOs, governmental
collaboration, etc. | felt especially motivated by the cultural and creative dimensions,
which reminded me that innovation is as much about stories and identity as it is about
technology or policy. Overall, the event was a powerful reminder that youth-led
innovation can indeed ignite a growth revolution, as well as an affirmation and

commendation of UNDP’s efforts in nurturing younger generations.
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