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Youth, Innovation, and Partnership:

Africa-Japan Collaboration for a Global Growth Revolution
UNDP Student Ambassador

Amanda Anribali

Attending the discussions at TICAD9 Thematic Event under the theme of “Youth Igniting a
Growth Revolution: Creativity and Entrepreneurship” was both inspiring and thought-
provoking. Bringing together student researchers, entrepreneurs, and creators from Africa
and Japan, the event highlighted how three forces—youth, innovation, and partnership—
are not only shaping the future but are already transforming the present.

Youth: The Driving Force of Change

The conversations challenged a familiar phrase: youth as “leaders of tomorrow.” What |
witnessed is that youth are leaders today. Their leadership is driven not only by vision but
often by frustration with outdated systems.

Japanese Ph.D. student researcher Shoma Kato shared how he felt “stuckin the lab,”
unsure how his work could benefit society. As a student researcher myself, | related to this
sense of disconnect between academic work and social impact. Takuro Hamada, a
master’s student in chemistry and biotechnology, echoed this when he spoke of the
difficulty of moving ideas forward without adequate facilities.

At the same time, African researcher Lawrence Nderu emphasized how necessity can
inspire innovation. Their resilience and creativity in building startups with limited resources
are reminders that leadership is not defined by age but by initiative.

Creativity also stood out as a defining feature of youth leadership. Nigerian filmmaker Korty
EO remarked that “investing in African creativity is not charity, itis a goldmine.” This
resonated with me deeply. Creativity is not separate from science and technology; it is
itself an engine of progress. African creators in film, music, and digital storytelling are
rewriting global narratives while building sustainable livelihoods.

Innovation: From Local Solutions to Global Impact

What became clear to me is that innovation must go beyond rhetoric. It is not only about
new technologies but about addressing real challenges. Yet for many African startups,



barriers remain—access to funding, credibility with governments, and visibility in the
marketplace. As Natalie Jabangwe, CEO of timbuktoo Africa Innovation Foundation, said,
“Itis not easy for startups to knock on doors they’ve never seen.” This reminded me that
innovation is as much about opportunity asitis about ideas.

Artificial intelligence emerged as a key focus. Too often, Al is imported and consumed,
rather than created locally. The shift toward building Al relevant to African realities
represents an important opportunity for inclusive growth. Infrastructure was another
recurring theme. Without reliable systems, even the best ideas struggle to move forward.
Japan’s expertise in infrastructure and systems management could strongly complement
Africa’s entrepreneurial drive. | found it compelling when one participant noted that Africa
does not always need the newest technologies but rather effective adaptation of existing
solutions to local needs.

The creative sector also holds vast potential. From gaming to digital storytelling, Africa’s
creative industries are dynamic but require stronger support structures to scale globally. |
believe that investing in creativity is economically strategic and culturally essential. Unlike
other industries, the creative economy naturally transcends borders.

Partnership: Bridging Strengths Across Borders

If one theme defined the discussions, it was partnership. Innovation cannot be driven by
governments, universities, or businesses alone.

Stephine T. Warner, Director of UniPod Liberia, described innovation as resting on “three
pillars”: academia, business, and policy. | found this framework powerful. Universities
generate knowledge, businesses provide resources, and policymakers set enabling
frameworks. When these elements align, young innovators can move from ideas to impact.

The complementarities between Africa and Japan are striking. Africa contributes
entrepreneurial energy, local knowledge, and cultural creativity. Japan offers advanced
infrastructure, technological expertise, and established support mechanisms. Together,
they can form a model of collaboration that is greater than the sum of their parts.

Policy engagement is also essential. Encouragingly, more youth are stepping into decision-
making roles. Yet, as | learned, engaging governments often requires alliances that build
trust and credibility. Partnership, therefore, is not only about international cooperation but
also about ensuring youth voices are heard and taken seriously within their own societies.

Toward a Global Growth Revolution



As | reflected on the discussions, | felt both inspired and grounded in reality. The boldness
of youth across Africa and Japan shows what is possible, yet challenges in funding,
infrastructure, and policy remain.

For me, the central lesson is that youth must not be viewed as passive beneficiaries but as
active partners and value creators. A true growth revolution is not only about economics
but about reshaping systems to empower youth, strengthen collaboration, and produce
innovation that matters globally.

Africa and Japan have an opportunity to pioneer a new model of equal partnership, built on
complementary strengths. If investments are made today in youth, infrastructure, and
creative industries, this revolution will not remain aspirational. It will become a practice
with global significance.

The challenges discussed are not Africa’s alone. They are shared by the world. And in the
creative economy in particular, boundaries do not exist. That, to me, is the most powerful
message: youth are already showing that innovation is borderless, and by working
together, Africa and Japan can help shape a more inclusive and sustainable global
economy.
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1. Youth Cultural Evening with Japanese and African youth

2. UNDP Student ambassadors with Korty EO
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