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For decades, the Nordic countries have been global leaders

in innovative solutions for the Circular Economy, combining
sustainability, energy efficiency, and respect for the
environment. Today, the Dominican Republic—one of the main
economic engines of the Caribbean—is taking significant steps to
integrate circular practices into key sectors such as construction,
tourism, and waste management. This progress reflects a shared
understanding that a resilient and green development model

is essential to reduce environmental impact and create new
economic opportunities.

This Nordic Evening aims to explore how both regions can learn
from each other’s experiences and approaches to the circular
economy. What lessons can the Dominican Republic draw from
the Nordic experience—and what can the Nordic countries
learn from the Caribbean context?

The discussion will also address how circular economy models
can evolve into profitable business opportunities, encouraging
the private sector to become a driving force for employment,
investment, and innovation within sustainable value chains.

Roberto Requejo - Commercial Counsellor (Andean
Region, Panama and Dominican Republic), Business Finland




14:00 - 14:20 | Opening

The welcome will be led by representatives
from Norway, Finland, Sweden, and the

UNDP in the Dominican Republic, united by

a shared vision: turning waste into a driver

of development. Finland promotes business
cooperation in water, waste, and renewable
energy; Sweden strengthens its climate
commitment through bilateral agreements;
Norway contributes innovative circular
economy solutions; and the UNDP supports the
country through partnerships to reduce plastic
pollution and enhance environmental resilience.

WELCOME
PANEL

Ms. Henna M&aki-Mantila,
Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of Finland

Mr. John Petter Opdahl,
Ambassador of Norway

Mr. Pierre Candelon,
Environment and
Sustainability Unit Officer,
UNDP Dominican Republic

Mr. Ludvig Daver,
Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of Sweden



14:20 - 14:55 | Keynote

The Nordic Perspective on
Promoting the Circular Economy

We explore how the Nordic model has become an
international benchmark through its four key pillars:
collaboration, innovation, transparency, and education.

The conference will address its historical evolution, the forms
of cooperation that sustain it, and its global impact.

Nordic innovations with worldwide reach and practical
examples of their application will be presented. Finally, the
discussion will highlight current and future opportunities for
collaboration with the Dominican Republic, creating a space
to identify synergies and shared learning.

Heikki Sorasahi

Senior Specialist, Ministry
of the Environment Finland

Heikki Sorasahi is a Senior Specialist in
Circular Economy at the Ministry of the
Environment of Finland. Over the past
ten years, he has advanced the circular
economy through his contributions

to Finland’s national roadmaps and
strategies.




15:10 - 16:10 | Panel |

Business at the Center —
Global Perspectives and Opportunities
In the Dominican Republic

Mr. Tom Eng, TOMRA

The seminar aims to open a space for dialogue,
inspiration, and collaboration around a crucial topic

for our shared future: the circular economy. In a world
where environmental, social, and economic challenges

are increasingly interconnected, the circular economy

is not just an alternative—it is a necessity. Within this
context, the Nordic countries—with their long tradition of
sustainable innovation, inclusive policies, and public-private
collaboration—seek to share experiences, hear new voices,
and explore concrete opportunities together with the
Dominican Republic.

Mr. Frode Sonstebg, Mr. Jorge Ospina,
Thalasso Ocean SKF

A

Mr. Camilo Bernal, Mr. Danilo Candia, Mr. Juan Amell,
Dekati and Proventia Epiroc BEPENSA Dominicana




15:10 - 16:10 | Panel Il

Mr. @rjan Olsen, Mr. Martin Daun,
Norwegian Seafood Council Ammadol Bio
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Mr. Cesar Muiioz, Mr. Charles Hefner, Mr. Porfirio Baez,
Wartsila Jord GREEN DEPOT

New Solutions for the Circular
Economy - Scaling Innovation from a
Nordic Model

Mr. Carl-Magnus Kjellman,
Swedish Energy Agency

This panel aims to create a space to share experiences and
present concrete solutions for scaling innovative ideas
toward a more circular economy. The linear economic
model—based on extracting, producing, and discarding—has
reached its limits. In the face of climate change, biodiversity
loss, and pressure on natural resources, the circular economy
emerges not only as an alternative but as a transformative
strategy for sustainable development.
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REGISTER HERE:
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