
Sparking Investment and Business
Partnership through Enhanced
African Start-up Ecosystem 

83% of startup capital goes to just four countries, with most funds directed to FinTech. African startups receive only 0.2% of
global venture capital, with 89% of it coming from outside the continent. This results in limited scalability, regional
inequality, and reduced local ownership of innovation. Addressing these challenges is key to unlocking job creation and
sustainable economic growth for Africa’s young population.

CONTRIBUTION TO SDGs

OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS

Project Duration: 1 year
Countries: Pan-African (with focus on Rwanda, Ghana, Ethiopia, and
Nigeria)
Partnerships: UNDP (Implementing Partner), Government of Japan
(Donor), the Timbuktoo Africa Innovation Foundation, National
governments in hub countries, private sector partners, and universities. 
Budget: $3,000,000

Despite a surge in startup activity across Africa, systemic gaps remain in early-stage financing, fragmented ecosystem
coordination, and cross-border scalability.

Supporting high-performance thematic tech hubs in
Rwanda, Ghana, Nigeria, and Ethiopia

Bridging the early-stage capital gap through catalytic
and blended financing

Enhancing startup scalability and regional trade via
policy advocacy and cross-border collaboration

Mobilizing public-private partnerships for inclusive
ecosystem development

Eight startup programs (two per hub) covering
bootcamps, incubation, and acceleration

320 startups trained (50% women-led); 100 startups
receive repayable grants; 50 access matching investor
funds

Ten policy “Big Tent” convenings and policy trainings for
320 startups

240 startups pitch to investors through dedicated
match-making events

Establishment of a pan-African investor network and
engagement of Japanese investors in joint opportunities

To strengthen Africa’s pan-African startup and
innovation ecosystem by: 

United Nations Development Programme 
Rwanda, Ghana, Ethiopia, Nigeria


