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and Creating an Enabling Environment
for Inclusive Participation in the
Electoral Process 

SOUTH
SUDAN

South Sudan’s elections have been repeatedly postponed due to outbreaks of violent conflict, and there is understandable
concern that electoral competition could exacerbate existing tensions and threaten the country’s fragile peace. However,
the most recent postponement was not due to renewed violence, but rather to the insufficient implementation of the
milestones of the peace agreement. The reconstituted National Elections Commission (NEC) prioritizes fostering
transparency, inclusivity, and peace in the electoral process through stakeholders’ engagement and public trust-building.
To address lack of awareness on elections and access challenges, NEC plans to initiate early civic education to raise
awareness of electoral rights and responsibilities, focusing on marginalized groups, such as women and youth. Efforts will
build on past achievements such as the Political Parties Forum, which emphasized the importance of political dialogue,
civic space, and state-level engagement in implementing the peace roadmap. 

CONTRIBUTION TO SDGs

South Sudan continues to face profound development challenges, with progress in peacebuilding undermined
by recurring inter-state conflicts and climate-induced displacement. Food insecurity remains critical, with 7.1
million people projected to need food assistance during the 2024 lean season. Women and girls face
heightened risks of gender-based violence amid daily survival tasks. The upcoming December 2026 elections
—the first since independence—present both opportunity and risk.

OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS

Project Duration: March 2025 - March 2026 
Partnerships: National Elections Commission, State High Election Commissions,
County Commissioner, UNMISS (Electoral Affairs and Civil Affairs), UN Women,
UNESCO, IOM, UNICEF, UNHCR and WFP, JICA, NGOs/CSOs
Budget: $750,000

The project will promote civic education throughout all
10 states and the two administrative areas of Pibor and
Ruweng by partnering with civil society organizations
(CSOs) to encourage inclusive political engagement.

Inclusive participation fostered through enhanced rights
and access to information at the national level 

Promote capacity strengthening and empowerment for
community-led, inclusive socio-economic interventions
geared towards collaborative inter-dependencies and
peaceful coexistence between communities

Development gains in communities impacted by the
nexus of the Sudan crisis, communal conflicts, high
inflation, and climate shocks

Strengthen the capacity of local peace structures to
spearhead community-based violence reduction and
peacebuilding efforts

Enhance social cohesion through the provision of
mental health and psychosocial support, complemented
by sociocultural activities in Western Bahr-el Ghazal and
Upper Nile States

Create an enabling environment for the participation of
women, youth and other vulnerable groups to the
electoral process through collaboration with the NEC
and local state/non-state actors
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