
Leveraging Agri-Tech and AI for
Sustainable Agricultural and Export
Development in South Africa

100 smallholder farmers (50% women) equipped with
AI and Agri-Tech tools 

50 AgriTech SMEs (50% women-led) with 10 delivering
outreach support 

Improved trade and export readiness through quality,
compliance, and market linkages, for 100 farmers

SOUTH
AFRICA

Low productivity and inefficiencies in farming practices remain persistent, exacerbated by the growing impacts of climate
change and concerns of mounting water scarcity. Despite the potential for innovation, limited access to advanced
technologies and digital infrastructure prevents smallholders from modernizing their operations. Additionally, barriers to
trade and export readiness further constrain economic opportunities, particularly in rural areas. Finally, gender disparities in
agriculture and the adoptin of AgriTech solutions hinder the participation and empowerment of women, undermining
inclusive growth in South Africa’s agricultural sector.  

CONTRIBUTION TO SDGs

South Africa currently faces a set of several complex environmental as well as economic challenges in the
agricultural sector that hider productivity and sustainability.

OBJECTIVES OUTPUTS

Project Duration: March 2025 - March 2026
Partnerships: Government of South Africa: Department of Forestry
Fisheries and Environment, Department of Agriculture, Department of
Trade, Industry and Competition, Department of Small Business
Development, Provincial and local authorities, Private Sector companies
(still to be identified), Research Think Tanks  
Budget: $1,000,000

Enhance agricultural productivity, sustainability, and
climate resilience using Agri-Tech and AI

Strengthen local SMEs and promote inclusive economic
participation

Improve compliance with export standards and enable
access to international markets, particularly in Japan

Empower women and youth in the agricultural value
chain
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