
Enhancing Sustainability in the Textile
Sector in Mali through Private Sector
Partnerships

MALI

Limited innovation, technical skills, and market access for artisans serve as barriers to revitilizing the Malian cotton
industry. Additionally, beyond manufacturing concerns, there is fragmented stakeholder coordination across the value
chain. This project aims to mobilize local and international private and public sector collaborators to stimulate value
addition, support innovation and skills development, while promoting environmental sustainability. 

CONTRIBUTION TO SDGs

Malian cotton has experienced weak value addition and integration into global markets. Manufacturers face
several challenges including environmental degradation from traditional dyeing practices and poor health and
safety conditions for women dyers. 

OUTPUTS

Project Duration: March 2025 – March 2026 
Partnerships: UNDP Mali, Government of Japan (TICAD Japan
Supplementary Budget), CERFILTEX, CMDT, DNACPN, Embassy of
Japan in Mali, Civil Society Organizations, JICA, Better Cotton, GEF-
SGP
Budget: $1,500,000

Promote value-added processing of Malian cotton and
integrate local producers into global value chains

Encourage environmental sustainability in textile
production and dyeing 

Build skills, promote innovation, and improve
employment conditions and opportunities for women
and youth 

Strengthen strategic partnerships and elevate Mali’s
visibility in the global textile industry

Facilitation of needs assessments and pilot production
of high-quality cotton products

Establishment of water/waste systems in 10 dyeing
sites and employment of community childcare and
digital monitoring tools

Construction of a Textile Innovation and Sustainability
Center; deliver 5S/Kaizen and digital training to 2,300+
women and youths

Organization of fashion exhibitions, professional video
creation, and TICAD9 communications events to
promote visibility and foster partnerships 
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