
Prevention Facility for the Gulf of
Guinea

These challenges are particularly severe in border areas where weak state presence, high poverty rates, socio-economic
inequalities, and limited access to services increase community vulnerability. Spillover from the Sahel has heightened
tensions in Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo, while Burkina Faso remains a key epicenter of violence and
displacement.
 
Violent extremist groups exploit weak governance, marginalization, and local grievances to expand their influence. Youth
unemployment, gender inequality, lack of social infrastructure, illicit economies, and climate-induced displacement further
exacerbate fragility. The situation demands a holistic, cross-border prevention and peacebuilding approach that moves
beyond security responses and addresses root causes. 
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Project Duration: March 2025 - March 2026
Countries: Burkina Faso, Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo
Partnerships: Governments and UNDP Country Offices of Burkina Faso, Benin, Côte
d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo. ECOWAS as the regional anchor institution. Civil society
organizations (including youth- and women-led groups), private sector partners, donors
and development partners, community-based organizations, local peacebuilders, and
traditional leaders 
Budget: $2,000,000

The Gulf of Guinea region is facing a growing range of interlinked threats including violent extremism, transnational
organized crime, piracy, illicit trafficking, political instability, and climate-related conflicts.

Build institutional and community resilience to sustain
peaceful development pathways 

Promote and protect hard-won development gains by
strengthening governance and prevention frameworks
 

Mitigate risks of relapse or recurrence by addressing
drivers of conflict and enhancing local peace
architectures

Strengthened peacebuilding and PVE capacities
through enhanced national and local implementation of
conflict prevention, PVE strategies, community-based
media messaging, and dialogue mechanisms 

Improved livelihood opportunities for women and
youth through trade and vocational training as well as
expanded cross-border economic cooperation and
support for women-led enterprises 

Trained national security institutions on weapons
control and anti-trafficking measures

Promotion of inclusive development as a strategy to
reduce vulnerability to extremism

The Prevention Facility project will align with the UNDP
Crisis Offer and aim to:


