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Balochistan Sustainable
Development Goals (BSDGs)
Accelerated Deliver [

Background & Project Overview

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province, covers nearly
half of the country’s total land area but is home to only
12.3 million people, which is around 5 percent of the
national population. Despite its vast geography,
Balochistan faces profound development challenges.
Harsh terrain, chronic water scarcity, limited economic
opportunities, and persistent security and governance
issues have left over 70 percent of its population living in
multidimensional poverty — the second highest rate in the
country.

These intersecting challenges not only impede the
province’s development but also highlight the urgent
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need for focused and sustained interventions to improve
community well-being and resilience.

In response, the BSDGs Project is being implemented
across 10 priority districts in Balochistan to strengthen the
social sector and enhance livelihoods.

Quick Facts
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Duration Implementing Partners Funding Partners Location Total Budget
July 2017 - Planning and Development Government of Balochistan US$4.94 million
December 2025  Department Government of Balochistan, China’s (including PKR100
Balochistan, University of Global Development million in co-financing
Balochistan, Youth and South-South from the Government of
Organization, UNDP Cooperation Fund Balochistan)

Pakistan (GDSSCF), UNDP



Objectives

- Build the capacity of local governments to better plan and deliver essential services.

« Invest in basic services that meet immediate community needs and support long-term progress.

. Create alternative livelihoods and boost the local economy through skills training and support for small businesses
and traders.

Impact

Reaching over 550,000 people (264,000 men and 286,000 women), the project delivers lasting impact through
vocational training, strengthened governance systems, healthcare and education infrastructure upgrades, and
community-based interventions. These include the distribution of toolkits and assistive devices for persons with
disabilities, with a deliberate focus on gender equity and inclusion.

Key Interventions
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Expanding Technical and Vocational Training for Youth

Investing in youth through vocational and digital skills remains central to the project’s approach to inclusive
development. More than 1,400 individuals, many of them women, have been trained to enhance
employability and income generation. In Gwadar, 355 young people, including 95 women, are completing
six-month training programmes at the Gwadar Institute of Technology, with female graduates receiving
laptops and enterprise toolkits to support entrepreneurship. Another 200 youth, half of them women, have
been trained in entrepreneurship through the Institute of Business Administration, while 532 unemployed
youth have been linked to government-backed financing through the Kamyab Jawan Programme.
Additional efforts include hospitality training for 100 youth, heavy machinery certification for 120, and
e-commerce training for 107. A further 100 participants are acquiring SME management skills with a focus on
digital and competitive business strategies, broadening access to high-demand employment sectors.

Strengthening Local Government Systems

Training 86 government officials to boost administrative capacity while fumigation machines distributed
across four districts are enhancing public health responsiveness. So far, 240 school-based sessions have
been conducted on health and hygiene, extending preventive healthcare to young students and their
families. A Government Innovation Lab established at the University of Balochistan, designed for long-term
sustainability, is equipping 21 fellows to co-design and prototype solutions for better governance — including
a real-time, Android-based water quality testing kit — showcasing how local innovation can drive institutional
reform.

Rehabilitating Schools and Health Facilities

Improving access to quality education and healthcare infrastructure by renovating and equipping 43 schools
and 16 hospitals. Work on 41 additional facilities in Chaghi is underway, while four hospitals are being
upgraded with centralized oxygen systems and advanced medical equipment — such as ultrasound
machines, CBC analyzers, and vital signs monitors — to improve critical care capacity across multiple
districts.

Supporting Livelihoods and Inclusion

Empowering marginalized populations, particularly persons with disabilities, is critical to the project’s
inclusive development model. After identifying and screening 915 individuals with disabilities in partnership
with the Health and Social Welfare Department, the project has provided them assistive devices to improve
their mobility and quality of life. Moreover, the provision of 4,074 vocational toolkits for 14 trades, such as
tailoring, agriculture, and mechanics, has empowered 2,363 men and 1,711 women and contributed to
strengthening household resilience and local enterprise growth.

Promoting Health Awareness and Hygiene

Conducting widespread sensitization efforts by raising public awareness on COVID-19 prevention and
waterborne disease mitigation. This includes facilitating 240 school-based awareness sessions and
distributing 23,000 hygiene kits to families across the province to promote safe hygiene practices and
community resilience in the face of recurring public health challenges.
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