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l. Introduction

In 2024, the UNDP Seoul Policy Centre (USPC) advanced its role as a global facilitator of knowledge
exchange, leveraging Korea’s tested and innovative policy solutions to address today’s most pressing
development challenges. Through its signature SDG Partnerships and strategic convening platforms,
USPC contributed to the global development discourse while deepening cooperation between the
Republic of Korea (ROK) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

USPC delivered 25 SDG Partnerships across four core thematic areas: Development Cooperation
Approaches and Modalities, Governance and Gender, Green Recovery and Transition, and Private
Sector Engagement and Development. These partnerships enabled countries to adapt and apply
practical solutions drawn from Korea’s experience, supporting sustainable development at scale.

A major milestone in 2024 was the first-ever joint USPC-ROK Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA)
monitoring and evaluation (M&E) mission to Argentina, one of our SDG Partnership countries. The
mission reflected a growing emphasis on results-based collaboration and the tangible impact of Korea-
supported initiatives on the ground.

USPC also strengthened its global thought leadership role by convening high-level platforms for policy
dialogue. Notably, the 2024 Seoul Debates and the ROK Launch of the 2023/24 Human Development
Report brought together Korean experts, youth, and international partners to explore inclusive climate
solutions, global finance reform, and multilateral cooperation. These forums provided space for
intergenerational and cross-sectoral dialogue, reinforcing Korea’s relevance in global development
discussions.

The Centre further contributed to the UNDP-ROK partnership by facilitating the UNDP Administrator
Achim Steiner’s first official visit to Korea. This historic engagement reaffirmed high-level support for
deepening UNDP-ROK cooperation and recognised the ROK’s growing leadership as a development
partner.

Through these achievements, USPC continued to serve as a bridge between Korean innovation and
global development needs — creating new solutions, building collaboration platforms, and sparking
new partnerships for sustainable impact.

UNDP Seoul Policy Centre’s 25 SDG Partnerships with 24 countries in 2024
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Co-creation of development
solutions through partnerships

Impact on national policies and local capacities

In 2024, USPC achieved tranformational change by influencing national policcies and strengthening
local capacities of partner countries worldwide.

Development Cooperation Approaches and Modalities @Om

Improving the availability, accessibility and quality of development cooperation data

Data on development cooperation is often scattered, fragmented and difficult to use effectively. To
address these challenges, USPC, in partnership with Korea University's Development Futures Lab and
in close collaboration with the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI), conducted a
comprehensive evaluation of ODA databases, examining data quality and usability for decision-making.
The study assessed challenges in transparency and data integration across aid systems, laying the
groundwork for future improvements in how development cooperation data is collected and utilized.

Building on these findings, we are working to develop a digital tool that will help track and understand
Korea's multilateral cooperation efforts more effectively. In a separate but complementary effort, two
new SDG Partnerships were launched in late 2024 to help countries leverage Korean expertise in
applying advanced data techniques to improve the production and use of development statistics.

Project conclusion meeting with Korea University Development Futures Lab and
final submission of research report on IATI’s digital and data tools (Jan 2024)



Governance A

Digital corruption reporting platform launched in Kosovo'

In Kosovo, the public was in need of an accessible and reliable system to report corruption, especially
in real time and in multiple languages. Government officials and citizens alike sought more awareness
of existing reporting channels and capacity to use them effectively.

= APK - To address this challenge, USPC partnered with

w = S Korea’s Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights

Commission, UNDP Kosovo in close

consultation with UNDP Regional Bureau for

Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent

States (RBEC) and the UNDP Global Anti-

) Corruption team to launch a digital corruption

(SR reporting platform that offers multilingual
(Lomro support and 24/7 accessibility. Over the course

of the project, a new platform modeled on
Korea’s Clean Portal was introduced to improve
access to corruption reporting. It features a

user-friendly interface and automated voice response system.

Report Corruption

To ensure sustainability, public officials received specialized training through an advisory mission to
Korea in July 2024, enhancing their ability to manage and respond to corruption cases.

¥
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Study visit to Korea on the corruption reporting platform inspired by Clean Portal (Jul 2024)

Strengthening police capacity to address technology-facilitated gender-based violence in
Bosnia and Herzegovina

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, USPC partnered with the Korean National Police Agency (KNPA) and UNDP
Bosnia and Herzegovina in close collaboration with UNDP's Rule of Law, Security and Human Rights
(ROLSHR) and Gender Equality global teams to address the rising incidence of technology-facilitated
gender-based violence (TF-GBV). The initiative focused on strengthening police capacity and
improving public awareness.

' References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council resolution 1244 (1999).



Awareness-raising activities targeting primary schools “Miroslav Krieza” 5-day training session (May 2024)
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Over 6,000 students (55% female) across the country were educated on how to protect themselved
online and seek help in cases of online threats or violence. More than 40 police investigators were
trained to respond to TF-GBV using survivor-centred approaches. Based on these efforts, a new
dedicated police unit was established within the Police Directorate of the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to address TF-GBV, with support from the national government.

Monitoring visit highlights impact of partnership to combat gender-based violence in
Cordoba, Argentina

To observe first-hand the impact of the ROK’s support
through our SDG Partnerships, USPC and the ROK MOFA
conducted a joint mission to Cérdoba, Argentina in June
2024. Over the course of three days, the mission met
with project partners and beneficiaries at the country
level to assess the tangible outcomes of Korea’s
contribution.

The mission observed how Korea’s experience,
particularly its M&E model for supporting survivors of
gender-based violence, was successfully adapted to the
local context, contributing to the enhancement of the
Integral Women’s Center in Cérdoba. Thanks to the financial and technical support from the ROK,
facilitated by USPC and UNDP Argentina, the programme’s catalytic and practical contributions have
helped generate results that are not only impactful but also sustainable and scalable, with potential for
replication in other provinces of Argentina. The mission also served to demonstrate to domestic
stateholders in the ROK the significance of Korea’s financial and technical contributions in
strengthening local systems to combat gender-based violence in partner countries.

10



Green Recovery and Transition . ,

Capacity building to manage community-based forestry in Zambia

In collaboration with Korea’s National Institute of Forest Science, Korea University, Zambia’s Ministry of
Green Economy and Environment, UNDP Zambia, we launched a community-based forestry initiative to
address the country’s significant challenge with deforestation. With deforestation estimated at 172,000
hectares per year, the project aims to strengthen the capacity of Community Forest Management
Groups (CFMGs) to sustainably manage local forest resources.

UNDP Seoul P
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Training workshop in Zambia on community forestry management (Mar 2024)

The project led to sustainable forest management across more than 16,000 hectares through the
creation of two CFMGs. Over 500 individuals, including 248 women, were trained in forest
regeneration and sustainable forest practices. Representatives from Kasempa and Kazungula districts
received additional training in non-timber forest product (NTFP) protection, including Korean mushroom
cultivation and beekeeping techniques, which serve as alternative livelihood options supporting forest
conservation.

The project also examined Korean approaches to seed protection and conservation, visiting key
institutions such as the nursery center, global seed vault and variety center in the ROK in August 2024.
These experiences informed efforts to apply similar methods in Zambia, particularly to action
reforestation and biodiversity preservation and were featured in the 2025 UNDP publication led by
UNDP Nature Hub: Strengthening South-South and Triangular Cooperation for People and Planet.

1



Prevention and management of forest fires in Ecuador

We enhanced forest fire prevention and management in Ecuador’s Bosque Seco Biosphere Reserve, a
region highly vulnerable to wildfires. The project aims to develop a data-driven early warning system
for improved fire prediction and response. In partnership with the National Institute of Forest Science,
Korea University, UNDP Ecuador, the Government of Ecuador and Mancommunicad Bosque Seco, the
initiative supports improved fire forecasting and preparedness in the region.

Firemen of Loja Province fighting the Forest Fires, Loja Province, Ecuador (Sep 2024)

In response to the severe wildfires that broke out across Ecuador in September 2024, the project
provided essential firefighting equipment, including fireline tools, firefighting gear, and pumps, to assist
with emergency response and post-fire recovery efforts.

This support was appreciated in a joint event in December 2024 which included the ROK Ambassador
to Ecuador, the UNDP Ecuador Resident Representative, and local authorities. Looking ahead, the
project will focus on enhancing data collection methodologies, linking early warning systems to
emergency response mechanisms, and sustaining capacity building for improved forest fire
management in Bosque Seco and beyond.

_y e

Bosque Seco, Loja Province, Ecuador, Inception Meeting (Oct 2024)
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Digital capacity building of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises in the
traditional markets of Peru
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“Innovate Your Market” digital capacity building in partnership with Musa, EdTech firm

Through our SDG Partnership on inclusive digital transformation of micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMEs), supported by UNDP’s Chief Digital Office and the Inclusive Growth Team, we
collaborated with Kakao Corporation and Korea’s Small Enterprise and Market Service (SEMAS) under
the the Korean Ministry of SMEs and Startups. The project aimed to revitalize traditional markets across
Peru by accelerating digital adoption among MSMEs, particularly to help recover from the impacts of
COVID-19.

Working closely with Peruvian partners including the Ministry of Production, the Council of Ministers,
and 18 municipalities, the initiative supported the digital training of over 850 merchants, many from
women-led businesses, across 50 traditional markets in seven regions of Peru. The training was
conducted by Peruvian digital trainers using learning content provided through platforms such as
WhatsApp.

Korean expertise on public and private sector strategies for traditional market digitalization was shared
through online exchanges, Peru’s “Markets of the Future” International Forum, and a study mission to
Korea. The Minister of Production personally participated in the study mission, demonstrating strong
political commitment to implementing lessons learned from Korea.
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Peru’s “Markets of the Future” International Forum Peru’s study mission to the ROK
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Acceleration of SDG-aligned youth-led startups and innovators

ULSAN

l
Impact Award

CAS Energy, Impact Award winner of Citypreneurs Ulsan 2024

We carried out a startup acceleration programme called Citypreneurs in partnership with Youth Co:Lab,
a regional initiative co-led by UNDP and Citi Foundation to empower and invest in youth for the SDGs
through leadership, social innovation and entrepreneurship. Through this programme, we supported 24
youth-led impact startups from Korea, Philippines, Vietnam, Pakistan, and Indonesia. The programme
focused on helping startups with the potential to tackle the SDGs through innovation, and addressed
challenges such as limited capacity for scaling operations, insufficient impact measurement skills, and
lack of regional networking opportunities in the Asia-Pacific region.

The six-week programme, and the Demo Day event held in Ulsan, was led by eight Korean industry
experts and two UNDP specialists, featuring training sessions on startup management and SDG impact
measurement. Participants engaged in one-on-one mentorship with Korean investors and received
grant and networking opportunities across the region. Startups were selected from 89 applicants, with
58 percent being youth-led and 12.5 percent women-led, and covered areas such as inclusive
technologies, green energy, safety, and heavy industry innovation.

The programme also highlighted successful solutions such as from CAS Energy, a Vietnamese provider
which developed green roof products to reduce energy costs and carbon emissions, resulting in a
reduction of CO2 emissions from 3,000 to 9,000 to tonnes within six months at renewable energy and
green roof installation sites.
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South-South and Triangular Cooperation for
scaled impact

Going beyond our support to individual countries, USPC promoted knowledge exchange and learning
among Southern countries that adapted the Korean experience in order to expand the Centre’s
catalytic impact.

For example, we organized training of trainers and peer-to-peer dialogues on TF-GBV, sustainable
forestry and entrepreneurship promotion policies among our SDG Partnership countries and others,
leading to further in-depth knowledge co-creation and mutual learning opportunities.

Training of trainers on technology-facilitated gender-based violence with Bangladesh,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Céte d’lvoire, *
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