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Through Singapore Partnership




UNDP Eritrea Launches Platform to Empower Young

Innovators

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Eritrea has launched a new platform to
further contribute to the creativity and energy of Eritrean youth in advancing sustainable
development. This initiative builds upon Eritrean youth's demonstrated capacity to develop
innovative, locally grown solutions - particularly in key sectors like agriculture.

The expanding initiative aims to provide support to young innovators by offering access to resources
and opportunities for collaboration. By connecting youth with mentors, funding opportunities, and
technical expertise, the initiative aims to progress promising ideas into tangible solutions.

Among the early achievements are ten young Eritreans who have already made advancements in
working on two context-specific solutions: a solar-powered drip irrigation system to optimize water
use in arid agriculture, and an offline-capable farming application with local language support to
deliver agricultural knowledge to remote communities.

The initiation of this platform builds on existing youth empowerment efforts in Eritrea, including the
National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students' Innovation Hub in Asmara.

Eritrea Celebrates World Environment Day 2025 with Youth

Engagement and Commitment to Beat Plastic Pollution

In the lead-up to global World Environment Day 2025 celebrations, Eritrea held a series of impactful
activities to promote environmental awareness and action.
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As part of the commemoration, eight outstanding students from six schools in Asmara participated in
a General Knowledge Competition on Environment organized by the Ministry of Land, Water, and
Environment.

The competition, which was broadcast on national television, tested participants' knowledge on
critical ecological issues while emphasizing the importance of sustainable practices in addressing

environmental challenges.
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The official World Environment Day commemoration took place on June 6, 2025, at the Municipality
Hall in Asmara, bringing together government
officials, students, and community members.
The ceremony was attended by Mr. Fesehaye
Haile, Governor of the Central Region, the UN
Resident Coordinator Nahla Valji, and UNDP
Eritrea Deputy Resident Representative
Nashida Sattar, among other high-ranking
officials.

H.E. Mr. Tesfai Gebreselassie, Minister of Land,
Water, and Environment, delivered opening

remarks, emphasizing the urgent need for

collective action to combat plastic pollution.

A detailed presentation followed, highlighting the harmful effects of plastic waste on human health,
wildlife, and ecosystems, while showcasing practical sustainable alternatives. The event concluded
with an inspiring speech by a young student, who reminded attendees that meaningful environmental
change begins with individual responsibility and awareness.

Eritrea's participation in World Environment Day 2025 demonstrates the nation's commitment to
global sustainability goals. By empowering youth, promoting environmental education, and
encouraging eco-friendly practices, Eritrea is taking steps towards a more sustainable future.



UNDP Regional Service Center Director Visits Eritrea to

Strengthen Development Partnerships

On June 10, 2025, UNDP Eritrea welcomed Mr. Mathias Naab, Director of the UNDP Regional Service
Centre for Africa, who was on a strategic visit to enhance UNDP's collaboration with Eritrean
authorities and explore new opportunities to support national priorities. As part of his engagements,
Mr. Naab joined the UN Country Team Retreat, where he participated in high-level dialogues with
senior government officials, UN agency heads, and regional directors to assess program impacts and
align future cooperation in line with Eritrea's development goals.

Throughout his visit, Mr. Naab engaged in meaningful discussions with UNDP Eritrea staff, offering
strategic insights and thoughtful perspectives that served as both motivation and guidance for the
work ahead.

The UNCT retreat also provided an opportunity for Mr. Naab and the UN Country Team to visit key
development sites in Eritrea's Southern region, gaining firsthand insights into local progress and
challenges.

GEF-8 Approval funds for Environmental Projects

Eritrea is developing two major environmental proposals targeting sustainable natural resource
management and climate resilience in Zoba Debub and Gash-Barka regions. The projects, with a
combined budget of $19.42 million, are being prepared for submission by UNDP Eritrea to the Global
Environment Facility (GEF-8) Secretariat by early September 2025.

These initiatives align with Eritrea's national development priorities and aim to enhance the country's
capacity to combat climate change while promoting sustainable growth.
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If approved, the preliminary proposals will be expanded into comprehensive project plans to address
critical environmental challenges in the target regions.

The upcoming submissions build on Eritrea's ongoing environmental protection efforts, including
successful land restoration programs. The GEF-8 funding would significantly boost the country's
ability to implement climate-smart solutions and sustainable resource management practices.

Eritrean Agriculture Experts Enhance Skills Through UNDP-

Funded Rwanda Exchange

The delegation examined Rwanda's
advanced dairy practices through
visits to key institutions, including
MCC Ngondore, IAKIB Feed Factory,
ISIMBI Dairy, Inyange Industries, and
the University of Lay Adventists of
Kigali. The tour provided hands-on
exposure to Rwanda's successful
dairy cooperative model, milk quality
testing systems, forage production
techniques, and value-added
processing of yogurt, butter, and
cheese.

Participants gained critical insights into Rwanda's policy reforms, pricing mechanisms, and integration
of climate-resilient livestock breeds. The experience will directly inform Eritrea's efforts to strengthen
its own dairy sector through improved processing technologies, farmer cooperatives, livestock
genetics, and quality assurance systems.

This knowledge exchange, funded through UNDP's programme, represents a strategic step in
contributing to enhancing Eritrea's food security and rural livelihoods.

The delegation is now preparing recommendations for a national dairy development strategy that
incorporates climate resilience and market competitiveness lessons learned from Rwanda.

The study tour underscores UNDP's commitment to facilitating South-South cooperation and practical
learning exchanges that support Eritrea's development priorities.



Reliable Electricity to benefit 125,000 individuals by

December 2025

A major $4.5 million GOSE/UNDP partnership project is transforming energy access across southern

Eritrea.
The initiative has already connected 20,618 households (98,897 people) in Adi-Keih and Senafe during
its first phase, by June 2025 with an expected completion by December 2025.

The project's final phase will extend modern electricity infrastructure to an additional 125,000 residents
across four sub-zones: Adi-Keih, Senafe, Mai-Aini, and Tsoronna. These new substations and
transmission lines will provide reliable power to both urban centers and remote communities.

The project aligns with Eritrea's National Electrification Program and Sustainable Development Goals,
bridging the urban-rural energy divide while supporting economic growth.

Eritrea's Sustainable Land Management Project - Biniam

Girmay Visits

Since 2016, the Eritrean Government, in partnership with the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), and supported by the Global Environment Facility (GEF)and the Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation (Norad), has been spearheading a project to combat land degradation in
the Serejeka sub-zone of Eritrea’s Central Highlands.

UNDP Eritrea Country Office — Newsletter January — July 2025



http://www.unhcr.org/

This initiative focuses on sustainable land management, ecological restoration, and community
resilience. The project recently received a morale-boosting visit from Eritrean cycling Biniam Girmay,
who took time to witness the progress firsthand.

Eritrea Strengthens Industrial Policy and Investment
Planning

In the reported period, as part of the UNDP strategic governance programme, the Ministry of Trade and
Industry (MoTl), has launched an important initiative to develop a comprehensive Industrial Policy and
create bankable investment profiles for the country. This strategic partnership aims to enhance Eritrea's
industrial development framework and improve its capacity to attract strategic investments.

As part of this initiative, UNDP recently facilitated a week-long capacity-building workshop for 29
government officials. The intensive training program equipped participants with essential skills in project
and portfolio management, along with practical investment mapping exercises. These efforts are
designed to strengthen institutional capabilities in key areas of economic development, from project
identification and planning to implementation and monitoring.




The workshop represents a critical step in building local expertise to support Eritrea's industrialization
goals. Future activities under this partnership will focus on finalizing the Industrial Policy document and
conducting stakeholder consultations to ensure the strategy aligns with Eritrea's economic vision and
development needs.

Strategic Planning Capacity Enhanced Through

Singapore Partnership

In March 2025, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Eritrea, in partnership with the
Chandler Institute of Governance (CIG) and the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (LKYSPP),
successfully concluded its second capacity development program on national development planning for
Eritrean government officials.

The intensive training brought together 47
civil servants from 11 key ministries, =7
focusing on three critical modules: futures
thinking, national visioning, and strategic
planning. CIG experts facilitated sessions
on developing Eritrea's national narrative
as a foundation for vision-building,
collaborative visioning frameworks, and
practical tools to transform strategic
visions into actionable plans.
Complementing this initiative, UNDP
Eritrea and the National University of
Singapore jointly delivered a specialized

"Futures Thinking and Strategic Planning"
program for senior officials.

The course equipped participants with cutting-edge methodologies for long-term policy design and
scenario planning—essential skills for navigating Eritrea's development challenges.

Given the overwhelming success of both programs, partners have scheduled an advanced follow-up
session for late 2025 to deepen implementation of these strategic approaches across government
institutions. The initiative aligns with Eritrea's efforts to enhance its national development planning
processes and achieve its long-term development goals.

The capacity building program forms part of UNDP Eritrea's broader support to strengthen governance

systems and policymaking capacities in line with national development priorities and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
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Strengthening National Statistical Capacity

The National Statistics Office (NSO), with support from UNDP and other partners, continues to upgrade
its technical infrastructure and enhance institutional capacity. A major focus of this collaboration is the
Population and Health Survey, a nationally significant initiative that will provide critical data for evidence-
based policymaking.

These efforts are part of a broader program to improve data quality, modernize statistical systems, and
strengthen monitoring and evaluation frameworks across government.



PUBLICATIONS HIGHLIGHTS

UNDP

B aNNUAL
REPORT

Empowering Eritrean Women: A Viable
Pathway to National Progress and Sustainable

Development
By - UNDP Eritrea CO
ast Updated Apr 5, 2025

The Forest of Resilience:
The Legacy of the
Mountain of Women

APRIL 9, 2025

At 7 a.m., as the sun stretches over the Eritrean
highlands, Wudasse Weldegherghis Zeweldi ties her
netsela (traditional shawl) and steps out of her home.
By 7:30 a.m,, she is kneeling in the field, her fingers
tracing the roots of a tree she is planting. This candid
memory of hers brings her back a decade. "This was
once a wasteland. Now, it's a vibrant ecosystem,

teeming with life," she proudly declares.
7 N i e ?
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https://twitter.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1678694090563547137
https://www.undp.org/eritrea/stories/forest-resilience-legacy-mountain-women
https://www.undp.org/eritrea/publications/undp-eritrea-annual-report-2024
https://shabait.com/2025/04/05/empowering-eritrean-women-a-viable-pathway-to-national-progress-and-sustainable-development/

SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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On this # wildlifeDay, we celebrate the rich biodiversity of #Eritrea

and recognize the vital role wildlife plays in sustaining our ecosystems,
livelihoods, and cultural heritage.

From its vibrant marine ecosystems to its diverse terrestrial landscapes,
Eritrea is home to unique species that deserve our protection and care.

itrea #UNDP

Nashida Sattar
@NashidaSattar
Delighted to join the Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, Her

Excellency Leul Gebreab, and the National Union of Eritrean Women for
an early celebration of Women’s Day!

Watch again

1:51 PM - Mar 1, 2025 - 1,748 Views

9 Nashida Sattar (& oo
@NashidaSattar

Delighted to have been invited as a panelist on catalyzing investment at
the National Agricultural Conference.

In my remarks, | highlighted the critical importance of the agriculture
sector, which is the primary livelihood for roughly 65-75% of the
population.

4 -
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& Happy World Creativity and Innovation Day #WCID!
Today, we celebrate the power of youth creativity to reshape our world.

At
the heartbeat of a sustainable future.. From climate solutions to digital
transformation, young minds are turning bold ideas into action.

Kurbiel Henok
Young innovator and student
MEErT 1SE GAL 68 AMTYITCHT ALAERT ATPC Nk Al HMC HLT 1IC
FETHHT IAT8F L MR, A R199T HRAT L TO&Th, ToYT AR

"Creativity, to me, is a gift bestowed upon
humanity—the ability to innovate, solve
problems with curiosity, and perceive nature
through a unique lens.”

UNDP Eritrea

@ eunorsitiea

A fond farewell from the UNDP country office in

u Ahunna Eziakonwa @ahunnaeziakonwa - Jun 12

@ Farewell to a leader who listened deeply, led boldly, and always made space

for others to rise.

A Thank you, @ASteiner, for giving voice to Africa & the global South - not as

beneficiaries, but as partners in progress. ...

UNDP Eritrea | & I
@UNDPEritrea

Today, our Youth Connect for Development innovators and UNDP Team
had the privilege of engaging in a powerful learning session with Dr.
Pietro Zambaiti, owner of the textile company ZaEr-Dolce Vita in
Asmara, #E a

PEritrea Youth Connect for Development, we see innovation as

From all of us at
5> 0

UNDP Eritrea g o
@UNDPEritrea

# ONE Planet. ONE Future. ONE Choice. 3%

This #EarthDay, we’re reminded: There is no Planet B. Our shared home
depends on the choices we make today.

From trea’s Forest of Resilience—the inspiring legacy of the
Mountain of Women—to global efforts combating climate change, every
action matters.

(L) Be inspired! u
restoring ecosystems.

Your turn: What small step will YOU take?
Plant a tree (or support those who do!).
Say no to single-use plastics.

Advocate for greener policies.
Share this post to spread hope!

WE HAVE
JUST ONE
PLANET

w Nahla Valji & o -
@nahlav

Grateful to Minister Fozia Hashim, Minister of Justice, for the warm
welcome and first meeting last week. Discussed the long-standing
partnership with the @UNi . particularly through @UNDPE
and continued collaboration 38

UN Eritrea €3 & A
@UNinEritrea

inEritrea - Happy 34th Independence Day, Eritrea!

Today. we celebrate your resilience, peace, and unity. We are honored to

Dr. Zambaiti shared insights into his innovative business model, which
blends sustainable growth, creativity, and a deep commitment to local
development in Eritrea.

His entrepreneurial journey provided valuable insights and served as a
powerful inspiration for our youth participants.

ent #ZaErDolceVita

be your partners on the path to sustainable development.



https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1914248362913653240
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1896488954406244599
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1934627995181810125
https://x.com/NashidaSattar/status/1895788917162697112
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1914596697621098777
https://x.com/nahlav/status/1782045256692691327
https://x.com/NashidaSattar/status/1915411599931699495
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1920119383549989025
https://x.com/UNinEritrea/status/1925502992129626389

UNDP Eritrea
@UNDPEritrea

For International Women’s Day, we’re excited to launch our UNDP/GEF

SGP video! *

VIDEOS

o -
UNDRP Eritrea

@Y cunoreitea

Happy #InternationalWomenDay2025!!

This powerful video, “Eritrea’s Green Revolution: Women are the Main

Bearers of Environmental Restoration,” highlights the important role of
Eritrean women in restoring degraded landscapes and building thriving

ecosystems.

“Equality including gender equality is a central principle for #Eritrea, and
UNDP is pleased to see the concerted efforts made by the country

towards this end. We continue to see increased access to education and
stronger legal frameworks to protect the women’s right”

Their leadership showcases how women are driving sustainable

development and gender equality, inspiring change for a better future.

Watch the video now: youtu.be/vOcFyxPANOc

#Eritrea #1WD2025 #GenderEquality #Sustainability

#EnvironmentalRestoration @UNDPEritrea @GEFSGP @GEFSGP

UNDP Eritrea
@UNDPEritrea

%' UNDP Eritrea Launches Youth Connect for Development!

We're excited to introduce UNDP Eritrea's Youth Connect for
Development - a platform empowering young innovators to drive
sustainable change!

¢ Why it matters:

Equips youth with skills & resources for impact; Am plifies youth-
led solutions for the #GlobalGoals ; Fosters innovation &
collaboration for a brighter future;

From bold ideas to actionable solutions, #Eritrea's youth will prove that
they are the driving force of progress.
@UNDPAfrica #5DGs @UNinEritrea @UNDP Innovation @UNDPYouth

UNDP Eritrea
@UNDPEritrea

Happy World % Environment Day 202511

#Eritrea has taken bold steps to ban single-use plastic bags, showing
great environmental leadership in the Region.

On this Environment Day, let’s rally behind the slogan
#beatplasticpollution for our health, ecosystem, and for future
generations”

»®Nashida Sattar
UNDRP Eritrea Deputy Resident Representative on World Environment

Day 2025

#Eritrea #WED2025 @UNDPAfrica
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UNDP Resident Representative Pa Lamin Beyai @PalaminBeyal

Pa Lamin Beyal
Resident Representative
UNDP ERITREA

UNDP Eritrea 4 o

@UNDPEritrea

Proud to see our @UNDPEritrea Intern alongside brilliant peers from
around the world.

Meet Eyorusalem Michael, intern at UNDP ERITREA, as she takes us
through a day working for the Youth Connect for Development
Programme.

Want to join them? Explore #UNDPInternships opportunities:
buff.ly/yK6RO2r

#Eritrea #UNDPEritrea #YouthEmpowerment #UNDPCareers
#JoinALifeChangingMission

@ UNDP Careers @UNDPCareers - Apr 15

& From Zimbabwe to New York, Denmark to Peru, and Fiji to Jordan, our
interns are not just gaining experience—they’re driving change, growing
professionally, and building a global network.

Ready to take the next step in your career? Find opportunities: ...



http://www.unhcr.org/
https://twitter.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1732031580825112602
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCxKwxRQBt0&t=182s
https://twitter.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1729748252059123840
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0cFyxP4NOc
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1912147191948333218
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1912794659618771453
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1930586202450620539
https://x.com/UNDPEritrea/status/1898335700514402581

PARTNERS

Partners Donors

Ministry of Finance and National Development
National Statistics Office

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Land, Water and Environment
Ministry of Agriculture

Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare
Ministry of Information

Office of the Auditor General

National Confederation of Eritrean Workers

Civil Society and NGOs:
National Union of Eritrean Women
National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students

Education Institutions:
National Board for Higher Education
University of South Africa (UNISA)

UN Agencies

wi el ¢ Tfla & sl e s e x @
EXTERNAL / DONORS RELATIONS

United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Offices

HDAY Street

P.O. Box 5366

Asmara, Eritrea

Links:
UNDP Eritrea website
UNDP Africa website
UNDP Global website
Follow us:

To feature in the next edition, please contact:

Monica Modici
Communications Analyst
o monica.modici@undp.org
registry.er@undp.org


https://www.er.undp.org/content/eritrea/en/home/
https://www.er.undp.org/content/eritrea/en/home/
https://www.er.undp.org/content/eritrea/en/home/
https://www.africa.undp.org/content/rba/en/home.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home.html
https://twitter.com/UNDPEritrea
https://www.facebook.com/undp.eritrea
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQTtXOnwjt541Kzuk1tJetA
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UNDP continues to benefit from a strong partnership with the
Government of the State of Eritrea (GoSE) and Development
Partners (DPs) in supporting the GoSE to implement the SDGs;

UNDP works as an integral part of the UN system laying a solid

foundation for Delivering as One (DAO).
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