UNDP

United Nations Development Programme

UNDP is the leading United Nations agency fighting to end

the injustice of poverty, inequality and climate change. Working
with our broad network of experts and partners in 170 countries,
we help countries develop integrated, lasting solutions for

people and the planet.




Japan and UNDP

Japan is one of the largest supporters and partners for UNDP.

Funding from Japan has helped improve the livelihoods of millions of people through

a portfolio of projects for the development of Africa, stabilisation including conflict prevention and
peacebuilding, disaster risk reduction, healthcare, and election support to name but a few.

Here are some of our activities supported by the government of Japan.

Tokyo International Conference on
African Development (TICAD)
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TICAD Ministerial Meeting held in August 2024

Since its inception in 1993, TICAD has facilitated partnerships
between the public and private sectors. As a co-organiser, UNDP
has been serving as an intellectual leader, providing expertise
for TICAD. We also contribute to TICAD through the promotion
of sustainable development with advocacy and partnerships for
African development, and through operational support leveraging
our extensive network across the continent.

Access and Delivery Partnership
(ADP)

Vaccination campaign in Bhutan

Funded by the government of Japan, ADP enhances the health
systems, policies and capabilities of low- and middle-income
countries to promote equitable access to pharmaceutical products,
vaccines and healthcare technologies including diagnostic tools. In
cooperation with the Global Health Innovative Technology (GHIT)
Fund, ADP promotes an end-to-end approach to R&D on, access to,
and delivery of healthcare technology against tuberculosis, malaria
and neglected tropical diseases (NTDs), thus contributing to the
establishment of a system to ensure that healthcare technology
reaches those who need it.

Japanese UNDP staff working across the globe

About 70 Japanese staff members are working for UNDP,
including Shoko Noda, UN Assistant Secretary-General and

UNDP Crisis Bureau Director.

Early-career staff including JPOs* are also active around the world.

*JPO (Junior Professional Officer) Programme:

JPO Programme aims to support working at international organizations,
including the United Nations, by accepting young professionals from various
countries under the financial support of the respective governments.

UN Assistant Secretary-General and

UNDP Crisis Bureau Director
Shoko Noda




Support for Ukraine

Support for electricity and winterising infrastructure development

Since the Russian invasion in 2022, innumerable lives have been
lost in Ukraine, with essential utilities and infrastructure severely
destroyed, and millions of people displaced internally or outside
the country as refugees. Funded by the Japan UNDP is engaged
in providing support on the ground including for infrastructure
reconstruction, landmine clearance and assistance for victims,
justice and human rights, and economic recovery to build
forward better, in addition to supporting emergency restoration.

Pacific Green Transformation (GX)
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Children studying and reading books under a lamp powered by a solar home system

Pacific island countries are on the forefront of the climate crisis. Island
countriesarerequiredtomake atransformational change intheirgrowth
strategy while reducing dependence on fossil fuels and enhancing
action for climate adaptation if they are to achieve sustainable
development. In cooperation with the Japanese government, UNDP
has been supporting the achievement of sustainable development
driven by green transformation (GX) since 2023 in Papua New Guinea,
Samoa, Timor-Leste and Vanuatu, promoting community resilience
and adaptation to climate risks through energy transformation and the
introduction of renewable energy.

Message from the field

As a JPO, | was mainly involved in conflict
prevention, peacebuilding and crisis
response at UNDP Headquarters in New
York and in Pakistan. Currently, | am the
Project Manager for the Assistance for
Security, Peace, Integration and Recovery
for Advancing Human Security in BARMM
(ASPIRE) project at the UNDP Philippines
Country Office, supporting the management
of UNDP’s peace and security programme in
the region. Although project implementation

in a conflict-affected area is fraught with
security risks and political difficulties, | am
committed to working with other UNDP field
staff and building trust with stakeholders in
the Philippines to contribute to the peace
process and ultimately to sustainable peace
in an area of great interest to Japan.

Sunao Hachiri

UNDP Philippines

Equipment for livelihood improvement provided to
farmers including ex-combatants



Current State of the World .
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Almost 700 million people are living in extreme poverty,

most of them in conflict-affected countries or rural areas.

1.7 billion people, or one in three adults, do not have a bank account,

while 675 million people still do not have access to electricity. Furthermore,

the climate crisis might put an additional 135 million people into poverty by 2030.
We must take determined and immediate action for

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to prevent conflict,

climate change, infectious diseases and other crises on a global scale,

and to stop poverty and inequality from spreading.
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Human security and human development

The human security concept was introduced in the widening inequality as the poor
1994 Human Development Report. In 2022, UNDP are left behind due to disparities
published a special report on human security entitled in the progress of development
‘New Threats to Human Security in the Anthropocene: across the world, calling for urgent
Demanding greater solidarity’, which emphasises the collective action to address the
importance of people’s agency in enabling and promoting resulting impasse.

solidarity, protection and empowerment. Further,

the 2023/24 Human Development Report notes that

political polarisation is rising on a global scale amid the




Our Work

UNDP offers customised, comprehensive solutions to member states,
combining policy recommendations, technical and financial support and

aid programmes for promoting development to

ensure that people can live better lives.

Poverty and inequality

Tackling inequality of opportunities by investing in the enhanced
capabilities people need to move above the poverty line and
keep moving forwards.

97cou ntries

are benefitting from our support for employment and
livelihoods (2023).

Governance

Supporting countries and communities in building resilience to
diverse shocks and crises, including conflict, climate change,
disasters and epidemics.

Over 439.1million people

in total have been registered as voters as at the end of
2023 through our election support (2023).

Resilience

Supporting countries and communities in building resilience to
diverse shocks and crises, including conflict, climate change,
disasters and epidemics.

3million people in 29countries

in crisis or post-crisis settings have been assisted with
employment and livelihood improvement (2003).

Environment

Putting nature and the environment at the heart of national
economies and planning; helping governments protect, manage
and value their natural assets.

Over1 05million hectares

of terrestrial ecosystems have been successfully managed
(2023).

Energy

Increasing energy access for those furthest behind and accelerating
a just and inclusive transition to sustainable energy systems.

55 million people

have gained access to renewable energy (2023).

Gender equality

Shifting power and the economic, political and social systems
that perpetuate discrimination.

80 countries

have benefitted from our initiative to eliminate gender-
based violence (2023).



UNDP Initiatives to Shape the Future

Now more than ever, new ways of thinking are required as creating
a sustainable future entails a transformational change.
Here are some of the innovative initiatives taken by UNDP.

Climate Promise

Climate Promise is the world’s biggest initiative to help countries
achieve their nationally determined contributions (NDCs) under
the Paris Agreement including the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions. Within the framework of Climate Promise, UNDP is
supporting the development of action programmes and strategies
forachieving NDCs and the implementation of concrete measures
in 120 countries, or 80% of the developing countries in the world.
Funded by the government of Japan, we support the promotion
of clean energy, acceleration of decarbonisation efforts and risk
management for communities and areas vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change and disasters in 28 countries and
territories.

SDG Impact

SDG Impact is an initiative to develop investment guidelines
and global standards to help achieve the SDGs and certify
investments and projects that meet those standards, with the
objective of upscaling the flow of financing for tackling the
SDGs. We also provide country-specific analyses of SDG-
friendly investment opportunities and challenges and platforms
to connect a wide range of actors for collaboration. Ken
Shibusawa (Representative Director of Shibusawa and
Company, Inc.) is a member of the steering committee for SDG
Impact.

Reforestation activities in Kenya

Promoting investment in initiatives related to poverty reduction, healthcare, educa-
tion and the environment

Business and Human Rights

We implement business and human rights programmes in 40
countries across the globe including in Japan. We are promoting
responsible business practices by providing private companies
with human rights due diligence guidelines including for conflict-
affected areas and training at the Business and Human Rights
(B+HR) Academy, and extending support for governments including
on the development and implementation of national action plans.

Our symposia attract many participants including young entrepreneurs.

‘Don’t choose extinction!’
— Climate advocacy campaign

Frankie The Dino is the main character of the campaign film ‘Don’t
Choose Extinction” produced by UNDP in 2021. In this film, Frankie
bursts into the iconic General Assembly Hall at the UN Headquarters
with this special warning for stunned government leaders and
diplomats: ‘At least we had an asteroid. What's your excuse?’

On his first visit to Japan in the spring
of 2024, Frankie advocated for
proactive climate action, calling 4
on people to take action on
busy streets in Shibuya, at

museums, at a primary school

and on TV, and engaging in

conversations with government

leaders, politicians, scientists

and popular characters.




Support for startups and
young entrepreneurs

Youth Co:Lab is a programme launched in 2017 by UNDP and
Citi Foundation to support young social entrepreneurs seeking
to contribute to innovation and the attainment of the SDGs. Since
the start of the programme’s activities in Japan in 2019, we have
organised Social Innovation Challenge, an SDG entrepreneurship
competition to help the winners accelerate their business, as well
as Youth Co:Lab Japan Dialogue, a symposium for discussing how
to promote social entrepreneurship and innovation among youth.

Young social entrepreneurs and other participants from the Asia-Pacific region at
the Youth Co:Lab Summit

Support for startup ecosystems in Africa

In Africa, startups contribute to sustainable development by
offering innovative solutions, but their success depends on timely
financing and support for technological innovation by young
entrepreneurs. In many parts of Africa, obstacles to promoting
investment include limited contact between promising startups
andinvestors duein partto the lack of publicly available information
and gaps between academic institutions and businesses in
research and development. UNDP provides support to ensure
that startups and young entrepreneurs in Africa can make use of
the whole ecosystems and access the finance and technology
required to achieve their growth potential.

Accelerator Labs

For addressing local devel-
opment issues, UNDP estab-
lished Accelerator Labs and
their network in 2019 to change
the development approach of
UNDP by learning what works,
and what does not, in advanc-
ing the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). We are
currently implementing Japan
SDGs Innovation Challenge
to encourage Japanese pri-
vate businesses and national
Accelerator Labs to work to-
gether for creating solutions to achieving the SDGs. In 2020—
2023, eight Japanese companies and associations participat-
ed in this initiative, collaborating with local organisations to find
solutions to specific issues in nine countries.

Working in Zimbabwe with a Japanese
company to protect crops from bird
damage using drones

Humanitarian-Development-Peace
(HDP) Nexus

In today’s world, 4% of the global population requires human-
itarian assistance. That's 4% of humanity needing emergency
support to protect their basic human rights—a staggering 330%
increase in the last eight years.

No matter how much support we keep providing, and how hard
communities strive for their livelihood, they have to start over
again unless we tackle root
causes of crises, such as
conflicts and climate change.

We must change the course "N .m
of exponentially rising hu- <
manitarian needs.

UNDP, together with our
partners, is pursuing the HDP
nexus approach. By address-
ing humanitarian, sustainable
development, and peace-
building challenges in an
integrated manner, we try to e >
target the root causes of cri-
ses and create a path so that HDP NEXUS! E
those who are suffering can

get back on their own feet.
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SUSTAINABLE UNDP and SDGs — Aiming for a world that leaves no one behind

== DEVELOPMENT ‘ , A
S, a LS As a core development agency of the UN system, UNDP played a pivotal role in drawing up the

S/ SDGs. We also serve as a driving force in promoting the SDGs across the globe, providing com-
prehensive support to raise awareness of the SDGs, make them part of national development
plans and policies, and assess the degree of their achievement in countries around the world.
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‘In a world faced with unprecedented challenges,
we cannot afford to stand alone. It is only

through partnership, collaboration and a steadfast
commitment to solidarity and our common
humanity that we can build a future of shared
prosperity and peace’

Administrator
United Nations Development Programme

Achim Steiner

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Representation Office in Tokyo

Since its establishment in 1979, the UNDP Representation Office in Tokyo has

been involved in strengthening relationships with the government of Japan @
and the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), partnerships with
businesses, academic institutions and civil societies, and public information
activities including through its website, events and the media.

www.undp.org/japan Photos: ©UNDP




