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COMMENTS ON THE UNDP DRAFT COUNTRY PROGRAMME DOCUMENT (CPD) FOR UGANDA (2026-2030) 

 

Second regular session 2025  

 

Name of the 

delegations/ 

Member State 

 

Comments by Member State on the UNDP draft CPD 

 

Country Office response Action/Revision made in the 

draft CPD 

 

GERMANY 

 

 

• We very much welcome the inclusion of youth throughout 

the whole CPD. Uganda is the country with the second 

youngest population in the world and is already now 

confronted with substantial youth unemployment. The new 

activities should build up on UNDP’s waste experience in 

this area 

 
• Comment is well noted and appreciated. 

UNDP will build on its extensive 
experience to consolidate and scale up 
efforts through the development of a 
youth for development portfolio under 
the new programme.   

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraph 23 of the 

CPD. 

• Portfolio 1 focusing on private sector development and 

innovation is very timely. The selected sectors very much 

align with the priorities of the Government of Uganda. It is, 

however, unclear, why health resilience, HIV prevention 

and health financing was added to Portfolio 1. The linkage 

to transformative growth and innovation seems weak and 

there is a mandate overlap with WHO and Joint United 

Nations Programme of HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). Taking into 

account limited resources and efficiency gains, we suggest 

leaving the interventions in the health sector to other United 

Nations agencies/Development Partners. 

 

 

• Recognizing that improved health 

outcomes contribute to increased labour 

productivity and economic growth, the 

Country Office considers health for 

development to be an integral aspect of 

Portfolio 1. Health is both a driver and an 

outcome of inclusive growth and 

sustainable development.  

 

• The role of UNDP in the health sector 

complements the work of the World 

Health Organization (WHO), 

particularly in areas that fall outside the 

core mandate of WHO. While WHO sets 

technical standards, provides health 

guidance, and coordinates international 

responses to health crises, UNDP 

focuses on integrating health issues into 

national development planning and 

financing strategies, and on 

strengthening health governance and 

 

• UNDP will strengthen 

coordination and 

partnership with WHO, 

UNAIDS and others to 

improve health 

outcomes. 
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resilience in development contexts. 

Through the integrator role of UNDP 

within the United Nations system, 

UNDP plays a complementary role in the 

One Health programme. While WHO 

leads on health systems and disease 

surveillance, UNDP prioritizes the 

social, economic, and governance 

dimensions—including multi-sector 

coordination—that underpin sustainable 

health outcomes. 
 

 

• As more than 70% of Ugandans depend on subsistence, 

rain-based agriculture for their livelihoods, choosing 

climate change as Portfolio 2 seems appropriate. While a 

transition to renewable energy sources is crucial to mitigate 

the effects of climate change, UNDP should focus on small-

scale solutions supporting livelihoods, and not venture into 

production, transmission and distribution of energy. IFIs 

are better placed to handle large investments in energy 

infrastructure. 

 
 

• The comment is acknowledged, and the 
draft CPD has been revised accordingly.  

 

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraph 21 of the 

CPD. 

• It is suggested to mainstream refugees as a target group, 

instead of addressing them under Portfolio 3. Uganda is the 

largest refugee-hosting country in Africa with 1.8 million 

refugees. Under the Common Refugee Response 

Frameworks (CRRF), refugees are given a plot of land and 

have the same economic rights as citizen, namely the right 

to work and education. Nevertheless, refugees are 

significantly more likely to live below the poverty line. 

Refugees should therefore be included in all interventions 

as one of the target groups and data should be disaggregated 

according to refugee status. Social cohesion measures 

should be an accompanying factor of the general 

interventions, as most conflicts among refugees and 

between refugees and host communities are centred around 

a lack of resources. 

 
• Refugees are a target/beneficiary group 

across all CPD portfolios. Where 
applicable, data will be disaggregated by 
refugee status, and interventions will 
incorporate measures to promote social 
cohesion between refugees and host 
communities. 

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraphs 14, 17 and 

20 of the CPD. 

Refugees are included 

in the category of 

people at risk of being 

left behind. 
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• Following the enactment of the Anti-Homosexuality Act 

about two years ago, the Government of Uganda and 

Development Partners, notably the World Bank, have been 

engaged in discussion on non-discrimination. The World 

Bank has started implementing specific mitigation 

measures. How will UNDP ensure non-discrimination in its 

projects? 

 
• In line with the programming principles of 

the UNDP Social and Environment 
Safeguards, the Country Office will 
ensure non-discrimination and equal 
opportunity in all projects by specifically 
targeting people at risk of being left 
behind, as outlined in the CPD. 

 

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraphs 17 and 22 

of the CPD.  

• P. 3, para. 9: The challenging situation of human rights 

should be addressed. This includes the Anti-Homosexuality 

Act as well as human rights violations in general. The 

restrictions of media, civil society and opposition 

politicians could be also addressed.  

 
• Agreed and addressed.  

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraph 22 of the 

CPD. 

• P. 3, para. 9: Uganda’s open door policy for refugees has a 

positive impact in the stability of the whole region. The 

country needs further support to continue this policy. The 

positive role of Uganda’s refugee policy should be 

highlighted. 

 
• The comment is well noted. UNDP will 

continue to highlight the positive role of 
Uganda’s refugee policy.  

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraph 9 of the 

CPD.  

• page 5, No. 17: Vulnerable groups should include the 

LGBTIQ+ community explicitly. At least the UNDP 

programme has to ensure non-discriminations for 

LGBTIQ+ persons in their programmes. 

 

 
• The comment is noted. In line with the 

principles of the UNDP Social and 
Environment Safeguards, UNDP will 
ensure non-discrimination and equal 
opportunity in all projects by specifically 
targeting people at risk of being left 
behind, as outlined in the CPD. UNDP 
remains cognizant of the national context 
in which it operates.  

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraphs 17 and 22 

of the CPD. 

 

IRELAND 

 

• Ireland would like to see the recommendations made by the 

Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) in the Independent 

Country Programme Evaluation for Uganda (2021-2025) 

addressed more clearly in the CPD and the approaches to 

reflect the conclusions of the IEO, particularly in terms of 

prioritisation of the issues UNDP plans to address in the 

forthcoming CPD for Uganda. 

 
• The comment is noted. The UNDP CPD 

has been streamlined from four to three 
thematic outcome areas, as guided by the 
Independent Country Programme 
Evaluation (ICPE), and will be 
implemented using a portfolio approach to 
programming. 

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraphs 19, 23, 27, 

30, 33 and 34 of the 

CPD. 
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• The draft CPD is ambitious in terms of its planned 

interventions but would like to see a reflection of how all 

these interventions will be executed. 

 

 
• The comment is well noted. A portfolio 

approach to programming will be adopted, 
guided by the Enterprise Risk 
Management Policy and UNDP Portfolio 
Policy, which emphasizes systems 
thinking, continuous learning and 
adaptation. 

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraphs 19, 23, 27, 

30 and 33 of the CPD. 

 

• The CPD could be enhanced by outlining synergies 

and/linkages between the three priorities, in response to 

Finding 1 of the IEO CPD evaluation. 

 
• This comment is noted and addressed.  

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraph 24 of the 

CPD. 

 

• The funding architecture and financial outlook are 

increasingly constrained, and these realities could be better 

captured in the CPD in terms of the prioritisation of plans. 

 

 
• The comment is noted. In view of the 

current funding architecture and financing 
outlook, the total funding envelope for the 
new CPD has been reduced—from $146.4 
million to $136.1 million—compared to 
the current programme. 

 
• In addition, the Country Office plans to 

diversify its resource base by engaging 
non-traditional donors, the Government, 
international financial institutions (IFIs), 
the private sector, and philanthropic 
foundations, as outlined in the CPD. 

 
  

 

• Kindly refer to the 

Resource Mobilization 

Target (RMT) table as 

well as paragraph 28 of 

the CPD. 

 

• Ireland hopes UNDP will continue to draw on its 

comparative advantage and work with the broader UN 

system in Uganda. This is more critical than ever, given 

broader reform initiatives and the funding situation. 

 

 
• The comment is noted. UNDP will 

continue to leverage its integrator role and 
work closely with the United Nations 
system to provide an operational 
platform—such as leading joint 
programmes and supporting the United 
Nations country team, including through 
the Common Back Office and common 
premises. 

 

• Kindly refer to 

paragraphs 11 and 18 of 

the CPD. 

 


