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Comments by Member State on the UNDP draft CPD 

 

Country Office response 
Action/Revision made in 

the draft CPD 

 

 

GERMANY 

 

 

 

• Welcomes planned UNDP priorities (governance, 

knowledge-based economy and workforce, resilient 

communities/protection of natural environment), reflect 

central challenges of Serbia's development. Priorities 

largely mirror those of bilateral donor activities – UNDP 

should be careful to avoid duplication and make use of 

potential synergies. 

 

 
• UNDP acknowledges the comment and provides 

the following clarification:  UNDP Serbia is 
committed to generating synergies with donors and 
government, leveraging multi-stakeholder 
partnerships to drive systemic change in 
governance, economic modernization, and 
environmental sustainability. As a multilateral 
entity, UNDP fosters partnerships and alliances 
around national development priorities. 

 
• For example, in line with the European Green Deal 

and the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans, 
UNDP, in partnership with the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection, convenes the European 
Union, Sweden, Switzerland, and the European 
Investment Bank under the Green Agenda 
Platform. This initiative supports 89 pilot and 
scale-up projects contributing to decarbonization, 
the circular economy, cleaner air, biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable food production. The 
platform has also contributed to tangible policy and 
institutional outcomes, including the development 
of the Environmental Protection Strategy, the Low-
carbon Development Strategy, the National 
Programme for Industrial Safety, and the Circular 
Economy Development Programme, among 
others. It also supports institutional capacity 
building and promotes digital solutions across 
targeted sectors. 

  
• No revision to the 

draft CPD is 
required. 

 

 

• Welcomes that results framework is clearly laid out with 

clear indicators, refers to the central national, European, 

and international strategy documents (European Union 

 
• UNDP acknowledges the comment and appreciates 

the recognition.  

  

• No revision to the 

draft CPD is 

required. 
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Growth Plan, nationally determined contributions 

(NDCs), etc.). 

 

 

• Serbia still does not have a national development plan. 

There is no reference to it in the entire document. This 

would certainly be an issue that UNDP could work on 

with the Serbian government. 

 

 
• UNDP acknowledges the comment and provides the 

following clarification:  Although envisaged under 
the Law on the Planning System, Serbia has not yet 
adopted a National Development Plan (NDP). For 
this reason, the CPD anchors development priorities 
in Serbia’s key sectoral strategies, the European 
Union Growth Plan for the Western Balkans, and 
other strategic frameworks. The Government of 
Serbia initiated the development of an NDP two 
years ago, with the Ministry of European 
Integration designated to lead the process. At the 
time, UNDP Serbia provided targeted support by 
mobilizing technical expertise and resources. 
However, the process was subsequently put on hold, 
and no further steps have been taken. Should the 
Government decide to reinitiate this process, UNDP 
Serbia remains ready to provide its full capacities 
and expertise to support a comprehensive and 
inclusive national development planning effort. 

 

  

• No revision to the 

draft CPD is 

required. 

 

• Some development sectors such as education 

(primary/secondary) and health are not included in the 

results framework (again reflecting the focus of the 

majority of donors!) - although there are still major 

challenges here. The Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) on education is the only goal where there is 

regression in Serbia. 

 

  
• UNDP acknowledges the comment and provides the 

following clarification: The CPD results framework 
includes, under Output 2.2, two dedicated indicators 
focused on skills and human capital development. 
This reflects UNDP comparative advantage, 
complementing the mandates of the United Nations 
Children’s Fund ((UNICEF) in education and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) in health. 
UNDP contributes to the implementation of the 
United Nations Sustainable Development 
Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) primarily 
through digital transformation initiatives aimed at 
strengthening human capital through investment in 
skills and digital literacy.  

 
 

• UNDP also contributes to health-related 
development outcomes through enhanced health 
infrastructure, digital solutions, and integrated crisis 

  

• No revision to the 

draft CPD is 

required. 



3  

management systems that include public health risk 
considerations. Notable initiatives include: 

 
• In partnership with the Ministry of Education and 

the Petlja Foundation, UNDP is supporting the 
introduction of mandatory Information Technology 
and Computer Science for grades 5–8. Through the 
Petlja.org platform and open-source materials, 
digital learning now reaches 95 per cent of schools, 
with over 79,000 students engaged and more than 
540 teachers trained. Innovative science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
projects are also being implemented to promote 
green sustainability and future-ready skills. In 
collaboration with the European Union, WHO, and 
Ministry of Health, UNDP is strengthening Serbia’s 
healthcare system resilience by modernizing key 
laboratories, rolling-out national digital health 
infrastructure, and embedding public health risks 
into national crisis management systems. Initiatives 
also address mental health and violence prevention, 
with over 215 professionals trained in trauma-
informed care.  

 

 


