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COMMENTS ON THE UNDP DRAFT COUNTRY PROGRAMME DOCUMENT (CPD) FOR LIBERIA (2026-2030) 

 

Second regular session 2025 
 

Name of the 

delegations/ 

Member State 

 

Comments by Member State on the UNDP draft CPD 

 

Country Office response Action/Revision made in the 

draft CPD 

 

 

IRELAND 

 

 

• Ireland appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the draft 

CPD for UNDP for Liberia, and the work both in terms of the draft 

and the consultation process. We welcome very much the continued 

government engagement for the delivery of the ambition of the CPD. 

 

 
• UNDP Liberia acknowledges 

with gratitude its strong 
partnership and collaboration 
with Ireland.  

 

• Already addressed in 

the document. Kindly 

see Country Office 

response. 

 

• Ireland has had a number of partnerships with UNDP through our own 

country programme over the past five years. The draft CPD process 

is an opportunity to review and take stock about what has worked well 

and less well across a number of areas including electoral support, 

rule of law and decentralisation. 

 

 
• UNDP Liberia acknowledges the 

strong partnership and 
collaboration with Ireland across 
a number of flagships 
programmes, including electoral 
support, rule of law and 
decentralization. UNDP further 
appreciates Ireland’s active 
engagement in Cooperation 
Partners Group (CPG) meetings 
and its contributions during the 
design of the Cooperation 
Framework and the CPD.  

 
• The Independent Country 

Programme Evaluation (ICPE) 
highlighted key achievements, 
lessons learned and 
recommendations. Paragraphs 
eight to ten of the CPD succinctly 
reflect key milestone results and 
evaluative insights. These 
findings—alongside other 
analytical inputs, including the 
Drivers of Sustainable and 

 

• Already addressed in 

the document. Kindly 

see Country Office 

response. 
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Inclusive Development (DoD), 
the Common Country Analysis 
and the Africa Agenda for 
Inclusive Development 
(AAID)—have informed the 
strategic shifts reflected in the 
new CPD. 

 
• The Country Office also notes 

Ireland’s active participation, 
feedback, and contributions 
during the final evaluation of the 
Rule of Law project, as well as 
the mid-term evaluations of the 
decentralization and electoral 
support project.  

 

• Ireland would like to see the recommendations and conclusions made 

by the Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) in the Independent 

Country Programme Evaluation for Liberia (2021-2025) addressed 

more clearly in the CPD. How were the findings, and in particular the 

challenges, incorporated into the draft CPD? 

  

 

 

 

• The Country Office 

acknowledges the comment and 

takes this opportunity to share the 

full ICPE report, available on the 

Independent Evaluation Website: 
http://web.undp.org/evaluation/e

valuations/adr/liberia.shtml 
 

• Paragraphs eight to eleven of the 

CPD reference the ICPE findings, 

including key achievements, 

lessons learned and 

recommendations. These, along 

with other analytical inputs, have 

informed the strategic shifts in the 

new CPD to strengthen coherence 

and enhance impact.  

 
 
 

 

 

• Already addressed in 

the document. Kindly 

see Country Office 

response. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.undp.org%2Fevaluation%2Fevaluations%2Fadr%2Fliberia.shtml&data=05%7C02%7Clouis.kuukpen%40undp.org%7C816efd78d51143443b3d08dd46d2b058%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638744592944123221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JqeUdqaQYuPl8nCqv0gNhJT7Oc4iRAQA1CE7gEGfaqw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fweb.undp.org%2Fevaluation%2Fevaluations%2Fadr%2Fliberia.shtml&data=05%7C02%7Clouis.kuukpen%40undp.org%7C816efd78d51143443b3d08dd46d2b058%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C638744592944123221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JqeUdqaQYuPl8nCqv0gNhJT7Oc4iRAQA1CE7gEGfaqw%3D&reserved=0
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• The new draft CPD presents an opportunity to move towards a greater 

programmatic approach and less of a project approach. 

 

 

 
• The Country Office welcomes the 

recommendation and 
accompanying observation, and 
notes that these are clearly 
reflected in paragraph nine and 
paragraphs 31 through to 34 of 
the CPD, which outline the 
application of systems and 
futures thinking, the prioritization 
of consolidation of gains, and the 
adoption of a portfolio approach. 

 

• Already addressed in 

the document. Kindly 

see Country Office 

response. 

 

• There is also an opportunity to include more clearly in the draft CPD 

any overlaps in terms of the mandates of other agencies. Ireland 

encourages UNDP to draw on its comparative advantage and work 

with the broader UN system in Liberia. 

 

 

 
 

• The Country Office notes the 
complementarity of mandates 
across United Nations entities, 
which should be leveraged to 
foster greater synergies and 
development impact. These 
mandates are mutually 
reinforcing, enabling 
collaboration toward integrated 
results.  

 
• For example, paragraph 13 of the 

CPD outlines how UNDP intends 
to collaborate with other entities 
to develop responsive policies 
that advance the rights of persons 
with disabilities, promote access 
to justice and support 
implementation of the United 
Nations Legal Identity Agenda.  

 
• The CPD further elaborates under 

the three outcome areas— 
Outcome one: Human capital 
development; Outcome two: 
Democratic governance and 
Outcome three: Economy and 
environment, outlined in 
paragraphs 17 to 30—  how 
UNDP will foster synergies and 

 

• Already addressed in 

the document. Kindly 

see Country Office 

response. 
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strengthen collaborations with 
United Nations entities, national 
institutions, other development 
partners, civil society 
organizations (CSOs) and non-
governmental organizations 
(NGOs) to implement the CPD.    

• Reference is made to the 2026-2030 United Nations Sustainable 

Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) but this has not 

been made available to partners. It would be important that the CPD 

is situated within the broader UNSDCF and that the UNSDCF ensures 

that priorities are made, especially given future human and financial 

resource challenges. 

 

 
• The Country Office notes the 

important call to ensure full 
alignment between the CPD and 
the UNSDCF. UNDP played an 
active role in leading and 
facilitating consultations for both 
the UNSDCF and the CPD, 
engaging key stakeholders in the 
process that resulted in the agreed 
outcomes, outputs and results 
matrix between the United 
Nations and the Government. The 
theory of change in the CPD was 
derived directly from the 
UNSDCF theory of change, and 
the CPD outcomes are drawn 
verbatim from the approved 
UNSDCF results matrix. While 
the design of the UNSDCF is well 
advanced, the CPD is fully 
aligned with its structure and 
priorities. The UNSDCF will be 
made publicly available when 
finalized.  

 

• The UNSDCF will be 

made publicly available 

when finalized.  

 

• The Integrated National Financing Framework (INFF) is an 

interesting initiative with great potential but clear expectations for 

public-private partnerships will need to be set out. 

 

 
• The INFF is a UNDP flagship 

initiative that supports countries 
recalibrating systems, laws, and 
policies to strengthen domestic 
resource mobilization, identify 
innovative financing options and 
improve overall efficiency and 
effectiveness. In the context of 
declining official development 
assistance (ODA) and 
constrained fiscal space, the 
INFF will   be critical in financing 

 

• Clear expectations for 

public-private 

partnerships will be set 

out in the programme 

document 

implementation 

processes and resource 

mobilization 

mechanisms. 
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the AAID and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
UNDP will continue to support 
the Government in advancing this 
agenda and fostering 
collaboration with international 
financial institutions (IFIs), the 
private sector, bilateral and 
multilateral partners, and other 
key stakeholders. Terms of 
reference have been finalized to 
initiate the recruitment of experts. 
Clear expectations for public-
private partnerships will be 
outlined in the programme 
document implementation 
processes and resource 
mobilization mechanisms. 

• Core resources are expected to be $33 million with non-core $78.1 

million. Given the current serious funding challenges, how will 

different funding scenarios be factored into the draft CPD and 

especially considering the small number of donors in-country? How 

is the funding situation being considered compared the previous 

programme? 

 

 
• The Country Office notes the 

evolving financing landscape and 
the continued decline in ODA. 
This trend presents risks to 
development financing. These 
challenges have been considered 
in the country programme design 
to ensure a realistic balance 
between ambition and with 
feasibility. This is reflected in 
paragraphs 38 and 39 of the 
UNSDCF. In addition, 
programme-level contingency 
planning will enable adaptive 
responses to changing economic, 
environmental, and social 
conditions, by optimizing 
synergies and ensuring agility. 

 
• UNDP will develop a robust 

partnership and resource 
mobilization strategy (PCAT), 
deepening collaboration with 
existing global and national 
partners—including Ireland, 
Sweden, the United Kingdom, the 

  

• UNDP takes note of the 

declining ODA as well 

as the evolving 

development financing 

landscape. In addition 

to ramping up efforts on 

resource mobilisation, 

UNDP would also 

foster collaborations 

and joint up initiatives 

for impact and scale. 

See paragraph 39. 
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European Union, and others—
while also exploring innovative 
financing mechanisms. 

 

 

CANADA 

 

• We welcome the CPD strong alignment with the ARREST Agenda 

for Inclusive Development (AAID)—and Liberia Vision 2030, 

particularly its focus on: 

o Human capital development, including youth employment, 

education, and skills training. 

o Governance, anti-corruption, and rule of law, which are 

central to the government’s reform agenda. 

o Climate resilience and environmental sustainability, 

including support for climate finance and nature-based 

solutions. 

o Digital transformation and innovation, as enablers of 

inclusive service delivery and economic diversification. 

 
• UNDP welcomes Canada’s 

positive observation regarding 
the strong alignment of the CPD 
to the AAID. UNDP remains 
committed to fostering close 
collaboration with government, 
development partners, civil 
society, and NGOs to support 
implementation.  

 

• Noted. 

 

• The CPD reflects the priorities regularly expressed by the 

Government of Liberia, including the emphasis on youth 

empowerment, gender equality, and inclusive economic 

transformation. It also acknowledges the fiscal constraints and limited 

resource mobilization space, which were clearly highlighted during 

our discussions with UNDP Liberia in April. The CPD focus on 

leveraging partnerships, blended finance, and catalytic initiatives is 

therefore both timely and strategic. 

 

 
• UNDP acknowledges Canada’s 

valuable contributions during the 
design stage of the CPD. In 
response to declining aid, 
compounded by the issuance of 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) stop-work order, 
UNDP is supporting the 
Government to develop an INFF 
to strengthen domestic resource 
mobilization, identify innovative 
financing opportunities and 
address structural challenges to 
enhance resource efficiency and 
effectiveness. These elements are 
reflected in paragraphs 11 and 36, 
and Output 1:1 of the integrated 
results and resources framework 
(IRRF).  

 

• Noted. 
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• We note positively that the CPD does not shy away from UNDP’s 

normative roles, including in areas such as gender equality, human 

rights-based approaches, and inclusive governance. On the contrary, 

it reinforces UNDP’s comparative advantage in these areas and its 

ability to convene and support multi-stakeholder platforms for 

dialogue and reform. 

 

 

• Paragraph 11 of the CPD 
highlights UNDP commitment, 
together with the United Nations 
Country Team (UNCT), to 
advancing United Nations 
normative principles, including 
Leave no one behind (LNOB) and 
gender equality. Leveraging its 
convening role, UNDP act as a 
connector and integrator, 
bringing together diverse 
stakeholders to advance a 
common agenda.  

• Noted. 

 

• We encourage UNDP to continue supporting the Government of 

Liberia in reframing the national narrative—as part of the 

“Rebranding Liberia” initiative—and to leverage its platforms 

(including the regular Friday coordination meetings) to foster 

inclusive dialogue and innovation. 

 

 
• The suggestion is noted. UNDP 

will continue to support the 
coordination role of the Resident 
Coordinator, including 
participation in high-level partner 
meetings such as the United 
Nations informal Friday briefings 
with ambassadors, and the United 
Nations Cooperation Partners 
meetings with heads of 
development cooperation and 
designated focal points. Notably, 
UNDP currently holds a standing 
agenda item at the United Nations 
informal briefings to provide 
updates on the political economy 
and elections, and also co-chairs 
the Cooperation Partners Group 
(CPG) with Sweden.  

 

• Noted. 

 

 


