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Executive 
Summary 
Background 

The Central Sahel region, which includes countries like Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger, is experiencing the 
fastest-growing displacement crisis in the world. These challenges have caused an estimated twenty-nine 
million people, including seven million and two hundred children, to need humanitarian assistance 
urgently. The countries of the Central Sahel region are near the Atlantic Corridor, thus, creating risks of 
negative "spill-over" effects. Concerns about a possible "spill-over" effect with potentially disastrous 
consequences have been raised by the infiltration of terrorist and extremist groups from the Sahel into the 
coastal states of the Atlantic Corridor. 

The Atlantic Corridor, which encompasses Benin, Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo, has been noted for 
relative peace and stability in the past. However, it has recently grappled with the encroachment of violent 
extremism, terrorism, transnational criminal activities, and the daunting challenges associated with 
maritime piracy and drug trafficking. There is no doubt that the political, social, and economic 
development paths of the coastal states of the corridor are significantly impacted by these threats. 
Particularly in the north of Ghana and borderlands, communities living on the peripheries of these coastal 
states face particular risks. These emerging threats are catalysed by socioeconomic factors, and they 
have ripple effects on the standard of living for the communities. In effect, such threats have cast a shadow 
over the region's stability and the prospects for peace and prosperity. Considering social, political, and 
economic activities, as elements of the environment intertwined, there may be “spill-over” effects of the 
adverse repercussions of one element on the others. Therefore, there is a need to adopt a holistic 
approach to addressing challenges associated with any of them. As a departure point, it is crucial to 
assess the prevailing landscape of the situations in the affected areas, identify the gaps and opportunities, 
determine the baseline status and the potential socioeconomic interventions.

Methodology/Technical Approach 

The study involved a comprehensive desk review, analysing reports and literature from various sources 
like UNDP, UNICEF, the World Bank, and academic publications. Policies and programmes related to 
vulnerable groups, gender initiatives, and cross-sectoral coordination mechanisms were explored. The 
findings were used to map out at-risk communities. An initial stakeholders’ engagement was done, and 
data collection tools were developed and modified through a pilot test. The study adopted a mixed 
approach of combining qualitative and quantitative methods to understand the challenges and 
opportunities for women and youth in borderland areas. The quantitative primary data collection focused 
on women and youth, while the qualitative followed a key informant approach including value chain 
actors in thirteen communities and ten districts across five northern regions in Ghana. A total of two 
hundred and eight respondents were interviewed for quantitative data and forty-seven respondents for 
qualitative data using both closed-ended and open-ended questions. The primary data was collected 
using KoboCollect, a digital tool, on mobile devices. The quantitative data was analysed using SPSS and 
Excel to provide nuanced insights into the economic situation of the respondents, such as income and 
employment. Content analysis techniques were used to analyse data from the group discussions, KIIs, 
and observation. Analysis of the emerging trends and themes was done from the data from key informant 
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interviews from producers and processors, Input Suppliers, Traders and Retailers, and some discussions 
from adult women and the youth. The themes of the insights from the qualitative analysis were considered 
vis-à-vis those already established in the quantitative data, including challenges, opportunities, and 
expected support requirements.

General Conclusions 

Considering the closeness of the Atlantic Corridor countries to the countries of the Central Sahel region 
like Mali and Burkina Faso, which have experienced violent extremism in recent times, it is probable that 
there be spill-over effects or even replication of such acts within the Atlantic Corridor. This study dives into 
the key issues that catalyse vulnerabilities that put people at risk of indulging in violent extremism or 
suffering the effects of it in some thirteen selected communities in northern Ghana. 

The women and youth of the thirteen selected communities shared insights about their sources of 
livelihood and economic conditions, which bordered on their income levels, employment, access to 
financial resources, viability of activities, and skills gaps, vis-à-vis their socioeconomic needs and 
vulnerabilities. This was captured through the quantitative data, which was gathered and analysed under 
the relevant themes. The actors of the various components of the communities' identified and validated 
value chains, including producers, processors, inputs suppliers, and traders, provided qualitative insight 
into their activities. They indicated financial, resources, logistics, regulatory, and labour market 
challenges as the major issue that potentially leaves many vulnerable and at risk of falling into vices, 
including violent extremism. Being in the same communities, the issues raised by the actors of the value 
chains align with the challenges, gaps, and other key issues raised by the general women and youth 
through the quantitative study. This shows vulnerabilities as they may fall for recruitment into violent and 
other unacceptable behaviours in order to meet their economic needs. Therefore, these issues need to be 
addressed with the most effective and fitting programmes with appropriate implementation mechanisms 
including strong monitoring and evaluation measures as indicated by the experts during the interviews.

Key findings:

a. Decision to move in the next 6 months, destination & reason.
 Out of the fifty-six respondents planning to travel within the next six months, 25% expressed a 

preference for relocating to Accra, followed by Kumasi, Tamale, and Bolga. The "Others" category 
made up 30.4% of the responses. For reasons to travel, 30.4% cited economic shocks, while 16.1% 
cited diverse reasons, including violent extremism. These insights highlight the complex interplay 
between economic factors and security concerns influencing migration decisions.

b. Socio-economic analysis of respondents’(employment)
 The main source of income for most people is agriculture, accounting for 66.84%, followed by retail 

and wholesale trade with 13.27%. This highlights the importance of developing sustainable value 
chains within agriculture and trade, particularly for vulnerable populations. Majority of the 
respondents rely on income from their production, especially in agriculture and livestock, 
representing 48.51% of cases. Income from own business or regular trade accounts for 24.63%, 
emphasizing the need for sustainable value chains in these sectors to empower vulnerable 
populations.

c. Socio-economic analysis of respondents (Income Analysis of Respondents)
 The dataset contains two hundred and eight observations of monthly income from primary 
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employment. The mean income is GHC417.36 with notable variability. 33.65% earn less than 
GHC50, and 24.52% earn more than GHC50. Other important categorical variables were not 
provided, which limits a comprehensive analysis of factors affecting income patterns in the 
sample. The survey results suggest that a significant number of respondents are dissatisfied with 
their primary source of income (65.87% dissatisfied or very dissatisfied), while a notable minority 
were neutral (17.79%). These findings are important for UNDP's commitment to address violent 
extremism and enhance socio-economic resilience in the Atlantic Corridor. With low income, 
people may not be able to meet their economic needs, therefore becoming desperate and 
vulnerable to tricks and recruitments into unscrupulous behaviours such as violence. These 
perceptions could change with efficient income-generating programmes being appropriately 
implemented to get the people to become self-sufficient and be able to stand for themselves.

d. Socio-economic analysis of respondents (Education and Skills)
 Out of the two hundred and eight respondents surveyed, only 71.15% had formal education. A 

significant skills gap exists as only 1.44% received professional training. Obstacles such as 
financial constraints, health issues, lack of educational resources, and family responsibilities 
hinder access to education and training. Gender-related challenges vary, with 28.37% 
acknowledging them, 62.50% believing there are none, and 9.13% unsure. Targeted interventions 
are necessary to address these challenges and develop the needed skills.

e. Challenges that women face in accessing Education.
 The study found the following challenges affecting women's access to education in their 

community: limited availability of schools (16.17%), financial constraints (14.97%), long distances to 
institutions (15.57%), insufficient support (16.77%), early marriage or family obligations (15.57%), 
limited access to resources (7.78%), cultural barriers (6.59%), gender-based discrimination (5.39%), 
and other challenges (1.20%). These obstacles highlight the multifaceted issues that need to be 
addressed to improve women's education.

f. Influence of education on career opportunities and advancement
 Participants reported varied impacts of education on their careers, with 12.97% experiencing 

significant enhancement, 29.29% moderate improvement, 25.94% no impact, and 28.03% 
limitations. 24.04% preferred further education, 2.44% vocational paths, 8.01% technical 
education, and 48.78% academic pursuits. Preferred skills included technical, soft, problem-
solving, industry-specific, time management, creativity, innovation, and leadership. These insights 
inform tailored interventions for socio-economic development projects, supporting the project's 
goal of enhancing resilience for at-risk youth and vulnerable populations.

g. Entrepreneurship 
 Access to finance is a major challenge for rural entrepreneurs looking to start businesses as an 

alternative to declining agriculture production. This is likely due to low income from small-scale 
non-commercial farming and lack of saving opportunities. A survey of two hundred and eight 
respondents showed that only 28.85% had access to financial services. This economic 
marginalization poses a risk of violence and extremism in the Atlantic Corridor. Addressing this gap 
is crucial for fostering socio-economic resilience and mitigating factors contributing to extremist 
ideologies. Improving market access, access to Finance, entrepreneurial education, and training 
could be part of the options for boosting entrepreneurship.

h. Access to Finance 
 The lack of access to financial services is a major obstacle to agricultural production and 
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entrepreneurship among youth and women. The majority (71.15%) do not have access to financial 
services. Of those who did, 48.56% encountered obstacles. This could lead to economic exclusion, 
potentially fuelling violence and extremism in the Atlantic Corridor. 31.75% seek loans to initiate or 
grow businesses, emphasizing the importance of access to finance in entrepreneurship 
development. Other purposes include medical (15.04%), education (8.08%), and housing. Targeted 
interventions are needed to tackle economic challenges and alleviate factors fuelling violence 
and extremism. Targeted and tailormade programmes involving initial capacity building with the 
supply of inputs and /or micro facilities could be designed to support vulnerable women and youth. 
Such programmes may include concessionary facilities, guaranteed schemes, or low-interest 
loans that could be managed by rural financial institutions.

i. Specific challenges for women to access financial services, such as loans.
 The survey found that 45.19% of participants see challenges for women accessing financial 

services. These challenges include limited collateral options (24.47%), gender bias or 
discrimination (2.13%), insufficient financial literacy (19.15%), cultural barriers (3.19%), lack of 
access to formal banking institutions (14.89%), restricted mobility affecting access (24.47%), high-
interest rates for women (9.57%), and other specific challenges (2.13%). These insights highlight the 
various barriers that need to be addressed to improve financial inclusivity for women and promote 
socio-economic empowerment.

j. Specific challenges for youth to access financial services, such as loans.
 Over half of the survey respondents (54.81%) have faced challenges accessing financial services. 

Limited credit history (16.82%), lack of stable income (14.64%), insufficient financial literacy 
(15.89%), high interest rates (17.76%), and limited collateral options (18.07%) were cited as specific 
challenges. Strict eligibility criteria accounted for 9.35% of the challenges. Addressing these 
issues is crucial for promoting financial inclusivity and enhancing economic opportunities for 
young individuals, potentially reducing factors linked to violence and extremism.

Recommendation

Based on the findings and conclusion of the study, the following recommendations are made:

� Livelihood opportunities that are predominant in rural communities, such as primary agriculture, 
agro-processing, agribusiness, and technical and vocational skills ventures for women and youth 
in borderland areas including the thirteen selected communities in northern Ghana, need massive 
development. Advocacy campaigns and awareness programmes can help enhance 
entrepreneurial opportunities, and interest in skills development to discourage extremist groups 
from targeting the area. 

� To help women and youth access livelihoods, there is a need to improve their access to financial 
resources and promote financial literacy. This requires investing in Village Savings and Loans 
schemes to enhance their borrowing capacity. By doing so, these groups will be enabled to reach 
their full potential and contribute to the economic growth of their communities.

� To enhance resilience against violent extremism in the thirteen selected communities in northern 
Ghana, the linkages of the agriculture value chains need to be strengthened to boost production 
and business operations across the value chains. The specific needs of the components such as 
input supply, production, processing, and marketing need context-specific interventions. Women 
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and youth farmers must have access to low-interest credit facilities, which could be championed 
through the development and strengthening of cooperatives and associations by international 
organizations like UNDP, IFAD, GIZ, FAO, among others. The international and nongovernmental 
development organisations as well as CSOs could be brought together with UNDP taking the lead 
to influence policies. This may include advocating for government subsidies like lifting heavy 
taxes on farm inputs such as fertilizer, improved seedlings, tractor services, and transportation 
options. Such actions will increase the availability of resources along the agricultural value chain.

� Special funds with low interest rates should be created to improve access to financial services for 
input suppliers, especially women and youth, thus contributing to the development of market 
systems across specific value chains and boosting their growth.

� The programmatic livelihood interventions for value chains aim to create employment 
opportunities for vulnerable populations and strengthen resilience against violent extremism. This 
can be achieved by supporting transportation infrastructure, increasing road networks, 
advocating for reduced import tariffs, and promoting cross-border partnerships.

� Measures could be put in place to ensure information flow about available opportunities for 
women and youth. This could be about opportunities for access to financing facilities and offers 
from impact investors and financial institutions. This could be done through groups, associations, 
and local and community opinion leaders.

� Services associated with the various value chains such as farmer-based services, tractor services, 
and skilled labour should be actively considered. Based on this rationale, Agricultural-TVET 
should be primarily developed to enhance the technical competencies of the youth in Agricultural 
value chains.

Cross-Cutting themes

a. Age
 The survey data shows that a majority of the two hundred and eight participants (56.3%) fell within 

the 25-34 age range, indicating a significant presence of young adults. The second-largest group 
consisted of respondents aged 18-24, making up 31.7% of the participants. The average age of the 
respondents was 28 years, further emphasizing the prevalence of youth involvement in this study. 
These findings underscore the significance of the youth population in relation to the risk of being 
recruited into violent extremism.

b. Sex
 The analysis of the data showed that 60.55% of the two hundred and eight respondents 

interviewed were females, making them the majority, while the remaining 39.4% identified as 
males. This information is crucial in developing targeted interventions that are gender-responsive.

c. Displacement 
 The percentages presented here offer insight into the various displacement statuses among 

respondents. Notably, the majority (62.5%) are from the host communities of the study, indicating 
that a significant portion of the sample has established roots in their current location. Furthermore, 
the data reveals the presence of returnees, IDPs, refugees, and individuals with unspecified 
displacement statuses.
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1. Introduction
1.1 Background to the Project

In line with its commitment to advance Africa's transformative agenda, the UNDP has sharpened its focus 
on the Atlantic Corridor. This region, encompassing Benin, Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo, was once 
synonymous with relative peace and stability. However, it has recently grappled with the encroachment 
of violent extremism, terrorism, transnational criminal activities, and the daunting challenges associated 
with maritime piracy and drug trafficking. These emerging threats have cast a shadow over the region's 
stability and the prospects for peace and prosperity.

The infiltration of extremist and terrorist groups from the Sahel, particularly from Burkina Faso and Mali, 
into these coastal states has sparked concerns of a potential "spill-over" effect, fraught with dire 
consequences. Undoubtedly, these multifaceted new threats have far-reaching repercussions on these 
nations' political, social, and economic development trajectories. Communities residing in the peripheries 
of these coastal states, especially in the northern regions and borderlands, confront unique 
vulnerabilities. They grapple with pervasive grievances and feelings of marginalization, stemming from 
the limited presence of state institutions.

The evolving conflict landscape in the sub-region has further heightened anxieties that these grievances 
may evolve into sympathies for violent extremist ideologies. This, in turn, could create an environment 
conducive to the continued expansion of violent extremist groups. The communities' youth in such 
environments become easy targets, especially when they are unemployed and readily available for the 
least enticement. The spillover effects of this violent extremism also cause vulnerability among women 
and some youth. It is therefore needful to have interventions that would provide a livelihood for the people 
of such communities.

According to the World Bank (2020), Ghana's agriculture, agribusiness, and agro-processing value chains 
offer significant employment opportunities for young people. Entrepreneurial and vocational training 
opportunities are available for young people across the agricultural value chain, from production to 
marketing. For instance, young people can engage in agro-processing, which involves adding value to 
raw agricultural products through processing and packaging, such as milling, canning and drying. They 
can also participate in agribusiness, which includes the production, processing, and marketing of 
agricultural products, such as farming and livestock rearing and the marketing of agricultural products. 
Moreover, young people can engage in the production of inputs like seeds and fertilizer. Value-chain 
interventions can help to address issues of unemployment and exclusion, which are often cited as 
significant drivers of violent extremism, by providing young people with viable skills and economic 
opportunities. However, it is essential to note that the effectiveness of such interventions may depend on 
various factors, including the specific context, the needs and priorities of the community, and the use of 
pesticides.

Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) incidents in West Africa has been a long-standing challenge, and it 
necessitates a comprehensive understanding of their nature and drivers. The coastal states in the region 
face specific risks that require targeted strategies. The Atlantic Corridor and Sahel region's vulnerability to 
extremism highlights the urgency of PVE efforts. To address the increasing threat of violent extremism in 
West Africa, the African Union (AU) established the African Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism 
(ACSRT) in 2004. The ACSRT is responsible for training and technical assistance to AU member states on 
counterterrorism and Prevention of Violent Extremism (PVE).
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According to the United States Institute of Peace in 2023, community resilience approaches that address 
the root causes of social cohesion breakdowns may be more effective in preventing violent extremism. 
One way to tackle these root causes is through the strengthening of agricultural value chains in the at-risk 
communities and developing comprehensive interventions that focus on engaging at-risk women and 
youth with economic activities.

1.2 Rationale for Value Chain Development in Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE)

In response to this pressing challenge, UNDP has embarked on a new regional initiative within the Atlantic 
Corridor titled "Preventing and Responding to Violent Extremism in the Atlantic Corridor" (2023-2025). 
This initiative spans Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo. Its overarching objective is to 
prevent and address the immediate catalysts of radicalization leading to violent extremism in the sub-
region. These catalysts are known to fuel recruitment into extremist ranks. Simultaneously, the project 
aims to fortify the "infrastructures for peace," including mechanisms for early warning and early response. 
This will be achieved through dedicated support for the implementation and coordination of National 
Action Plans (NAPs), bolstering community resilience, fostering cross-regional collaboration, and 
enhancing knowledge management.

The implementation of this project adopts a strategic and phased approach, commencing in selected 
communities. Special emphasis is placed on ensuring complementarity and synergy with existing 
initiatives within the target regions. This holistic approach seeks to address the root causes of violent 
extremism while promoting lasting peace and prosperity in the Atlantic Corridor.

Within this project, Output 2 plays a unique role in supporting the prevention of violent extremism in the 
Atlantic Corridor. It aims to address immediate drivers of radicalization leading to violent extremism and 
strengthen infrastructures for peace in the region within the confines of the targeted and phased 
approach, starting in specific communities, while aligning with existing initiatives in the region. More 
specifically, Activity 2.2 (within Output 2) is centred on enhancing the socio-economic resilience of at-risk 
youth and vulnerable populations in the sub-region. It involves providing support for employment and 
livelihood opportunities, strengthening local value chains, and offering skill-building initiatives. These 
efforts are geared towards empowering these groups and reducing their susceptibility to radicalization, 
aligning with the overall goal of preventing violent extremism in the region.

1.3 Scope and Geographical Coverage.

The project's target location, the humid savanna, is a West African sub-region with a tropical climate 
featuring rainy and dry seasons. It lies between the Sahara Desert to the north and the tropical rainforest 
to, and North East regions. It has a tropical climate with a rainy season from May to October and a dry 
season from November to April. The region's vegetation is mainly grasslands, and scattered trees, with 
some forest and woodland (Salifu and Agyare, 2022).

The 2021 Population and Housing Census report provides comprehensive data on the demographic 
landscape of the Upper West, Northern, Upper East, North East, and Savannah regions. In the Upper West 
Region, the total population is 901,502, with 440,317 males and 461,185 females, resulting in a population 
density of 18,476 persons per square kilometre. The Northern Region has a larger population of 2,310,939, 
with 1,141,705 males and 1,169,234 females, boasting a population density of 26,524 persons per square 
kilometre. The Upper East Region has a population of 1,301,226, comprising 631,263 males and 669,963 
females, with a population density of 8,842 persons per square kilometre. The North East Region features 
a population of 658,946, with 322,149 males and 336,797 females, yielding a population density of 9,070 
persons per square kilometre. Lastly, the Savannah Region has a population of 653,266, including 

14

Preventing and Responding to Violent Extremism in the Atlantic Corridor: Value-chain Identification and 
Baseline Survey Assessment in Ghana



Table 1: The youth (18-35 years) population of the 10 selected districts.

Source: GSS, 2021

327,687 males and 325,579 females. The region has   the highest population density among the regions at 
34,790 persons per square kilometre (GSS, 2021). 

This study covers 13 communities in 10 selected districts of Northern, North-East, Savannah, Upper-East, 
and Upper-West regions in Ghana. More details have been presented under methodology. The table 
below presents a breakdown of the youth population and the total population for the 10 districts within 
which the 13 communities are located.
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2. Study Methodology 
2.1 Research Design

The study used both qualitative and quantitative approaches to understand the challenges and 
opportunities faced by women and youth in borderland areas. Through interviews and focus groups, 
qualitative data was collected together with quantitative data to provide numerical insights into 
accessibility and potential disparities. The chosen survey methodology is efficient in reaching the target 
population, with a mixed research design that enhances the richness of data sources (Wilkinson and 
Dokte, 2023). The cross-sectional design enables data collection from diverse participants at a single 
point in time, providing a snapshot of the current situation in the borderland areas. The study sought to 
inform interventions that aim to foster consistent employment prospects and enhance the resilience of 
marginalized communities experiencing radical extremism.

2.2 Preparatory Phase and Value-Chain Identification  

The implementation of this project adopted a strategic and phased approach, commencing in selected 
communities. Special emphasis was placed on ensuring complementarity and synergy with existing 
initiatives within the target regions. This holistic approach sought to address the root causes of violent 
extremism while promoting lasting peace and prosperity in the Atlantic Corridor.

Through consultations and experience on the ground, key stakeholders were identified, and a mapping of 
relevant institutions and programmes was undertaken. Factors such as the stakeholders, the market 
structures, and the policy and frameworks of their operations were considered in carrying out the 
stakeholder mapping.

A review of existing literature, reports, publications, and statistical data related to agriculture, non-
traditional agriculture, livestock, textile, and informal savings groups such as Village saving groups in ten 
selected districts in Ghana was carried out. An assessment of the diverse value chains notable in the 
thirteen selected communities was done to identify the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats 
to determine the priority value chains.

2.2.1 Community Immersion Workshop

A four-day community immersion mission was planned and executed with the support of a national 
consultant charged with undertaking the livelihood assessment for the value chain baseline study. The 
workshop was guided by the procedure specified in the Atlantic Corridor project community immersion 
guideline. The mission was held over four days in Tamale, starting with introductory sessions of the PVE 
project to the participants, and the participants sharing experiences on value chains they are working on. 
The second day continued with focus group discussions of the components of the value chains under 
consideration and presentations were made after brainstorming by the groups. The group discussions 
continued on the third day under the themes of needs, partnerships, and resources for the components of 
the value chains under consideration. On the fourth day, the tools for the data collection were tested 
among the participants and the anomalies were noted for further review and correction.

The stakeholders at the workshop dived deep into the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
(SWOT) of shortlisted value chains notable for the selected communities through brainstorming and group 
discussions. The components of the value chains were analyzed with the help of factors such as gender-
responsiveness, commercialization, and available prospects to make the shortlisting.
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2.3 Baseline data collection 

The primary data collection was done in two forms. Women and Youth in the target locations were the first 
groups to be targeted for primary data collection, followed by value chain actors. The value chain actors 
were categorized as Producers/Processors, Input suppliers, and Traders. Forty-seven key informant 
interviews were conducted for the qualitative data with a breakdown of seventeen for 
Producers/Processors, sixteen for Input suppliers, and fourteen for Traders. There were two hundred and 
eight mixed methodology interviews in the women and youth survey. Most of the questionnaire's 
questions were closed-ended, but it also included some open-ended ones so that the intended responders 
could share enough information. Indicators on socioeconomic status and perceptions were included in 
this data collection. The KII instruments were designed and digitalized into the KoboCollect tool and 
exported into SPSS and Excel to produce results for analysis. 

2.4 Baseline Data Collection Tools and Sampling Techniques

The structured questionnaire comprised eight sections: Employment type, Income level, Educational 
status, Access to finance, Access to education, Desired skills and education, Desired employment, 
Challenges, and barriers to finding economic opportunities.

Women Survey

To complement the household survey, the team implemented a structured questionnaire targeting women 
at the household level; this was intended to bring a gender perspective to the quantitative data. A total of 
one hundred- and four women’s questionnaires were implemented. The content of the women's 
questionnaire reflected the UNDP priority sectors and the data was collected in the following areas:

1. Perception outlook of getting a job or business in the future, and/or earning an income.

2. Perceived ability to realize their livelihood potential.

3. Perceived relative improvement of socio-economic capacities.

4. Perception of their access to public services and social services

Youth Survey

To ensure the assessment adequately reflects the youth’s perspectives, the team implemented a 
structured questionnaire for youth (18-35 years) at the household level. A total of one hundred and four 
youth (fifty-two males; and fifty-two females) questionnaires were implemented in all thirteen target 
communities.

2.4.1.   Sampling Approach

Probability and purposive sampling approaches were employed. Probability sampling helped to build the 
rigour necessary for the generalisation of the findings of the assessment. Observations and available 
information suggest that mining communities, border communities, communities with a history of violence 
incidence, communities with significant migrant populations, impoverished settlements, presence of 
Fulbe pastoralists/nomads, and communities with smuggling activities are vulnerable to the activities of 
violent non-state actors and Sahel spillover effect. Based on this knowledge, the sample population 
included communities with the following characteristics:
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1. Border communities across the target districts

2. Communities with active small-scale or illegal mining value chain

3. Communities with a history of violent incidence

4. Communities with smuggling activities

5. Communities with a significant migrant population

6. Very impoverished communities

2.5 Assessment Districts and Target Population

The study targeted thirteen communities within ten districts in the Upper East, Upper West, Northern, 
North East, and Savannah regions in Ghana that are exposed to risks of the Sahel spillover.
The target population includes:

Table 2: Target Districts and Communities

In each district, the target population included women, men, youth, persons with disability, household 
members, religious leaders, health personnel, actors in the community mining value chain, migrant 
settlements, relevant CSOs, Fulbe pastoralist/nomads, and private enterprise actors (traders of fertilizers, 
fuel, motorbikes).

2.6. Assessment Questions

The livelihood assessment sought to address five main questions, including:

1. What are the perceptions of women and youth in the borderland areas about their access to 
livelihoods?

2. What are the challenges, gaps, and opportunities for women and youth to access livelihoods for 
specified value chains?

3. What are some challenges to production and business operations across value chain actors?

4. What are the key supporting functions and rules for the market systems development across the 
specific value chains?
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5. What are the programmatic livelihood interventions for value chains to create employment 
opportunities for vulnerable populations to strengthen resilience into violent extremism? 

2.7.   Pilot Test of Assessment Instruments

Before launching the field activity for the assessment, the team piloted the tools with key stakeholders 
made up of agriculture extension experts, district directors, producers, processors, aggregators, service 
providers, business advisors, and researchers, across multiple geographic locations, including the ten 
selected districts. The essence of the pilot was to gauge the overall performance of the tool, its 
consistency and duration, and the appropriateness of the wording. In addition, the pilot enabled the team 
to learn about any data quality risk and how the interview respondents would react to the questions. 
During the pilot phase, the team examined respondent familiarity with the terminologies used in the tools 
and adapted as needed. 

2.8 Data Analysis and Synthesis

The data analysis approach for this assessment combined descriptive statistics and content analysis and 
prioritized educational level, age, gender, disability, location, and economic vulnerability during data 
disaggregation analysis. Content analysis techniques were used to analyse data from the group 
discussions, KIIs, and observation; the text was coded to determine the saturation of themes and aligned 
to priority areas for this assessment. This approach enabled systematic qualitative and quantitative data 
analysis to unravel the themes, patterns, and nuances embedded in the data. SPSS and Excel were 
adopted to analyse and explore the data to build insight into the data collected to help address the 
assessment objectives. The synthesis phase included cleaning, in-depth data analysis to establish 
patterns and insight, and consolidating quantitative and qualitative data through triangulation to identify 
synergies. 
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3. Preliminary Results  
3.1 Assessment of potential value-chains

The desk review of reports and existing literature showed that partnerships and collaborations among key 
stakeholders are vital for development-oriented interventions or programmes. Internal value creation is 
considered a prerequisite for external value creation, thus developing the actors of the value chain. The 
potential of the partnerships between stakeholders to produce impact must be considered at all stages of 
the value-creation process. For each identified value chain, there was a mapping of key stakeholders 
involved in the production, processing, and marketing stages. This includes farmers, input suppliers, 
processors, traders (off-takers/aggregators), retailers, consumers, government agencies, financial 
institutions, cooperatives, and NGOs. Mapping these stakeholders helped to identify potential partners, 
collaboration opportunities, and areas for intervention to support youth and women in agribusiness. Thus, 
identifying viable value chains is crucial to ensure that a partnership is effective in achieving its intended 
outcomes and producing positive impacts on society (Anne Vestergaard et al., 2021).

3.2 Overview of the Potential Priority Value Chains

It was further observed that there are diverse value chains that serve as livelihoods for the inhabitants of 
the thirteen selected communities for the study. Agricultural value chains were the most notable ones 
observed. Each community had the predominance of some particular commodity value chains. This 
section discusses the general outlook of the crop, textile, and livestock value chains in Ghana. Ghana 
Statistical Service (GSS) reveals that agriculture has been a significant contributor to Ghana's Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) and employment from 2010 to 2021. The livestock sector has consistently 
contributed around 5% to the agricultural GDP and employed approximately 10% of the population. The 
agricultural sector, particularly cereals and legumes including maize, rice, soybean, and cowpea plays a 
vital role in Ghana's economic landscape, as emphasized by FAO's 2022 findings. There are also 
vegetables, fruits, tubers, and non-traditional agricultural value chains. The state and potential of 
agriculture, livestock, and the textile industry are shaped by a complex interplay of market forces, 
technological advancements, policy frameworks, and environmental sustainability, as noted by IFAD in 
2022. Agriculture in Ghana remains crucial for employment and GDP but faces challenges such as climate 
change, limited access to finance and markets, and land degradation. Potential solutions include 
sustainable farming practices, digital technologies for precision agriculture and market information, and 
climate-resilient crop varieties.

The Ghanaian Government has identified specific agricultural value chains critical for the country's 
development, including maize, rice, cassava, sorghum, millet, yam, cowpea, groundnut, soybeans, and 
vegetables among others. The selection was based on their potential to enhance food security, reduce 
poverty, promote economic growth, and create employment opportunities. Cassava and yam have been 
excluded due to insufficient evidence of production in the target communities (Wardell et al., 2021). The 
selection was based on their significance in the diet of Ghanaians, their contribution to food and nutrition 
security, their potential to earn foreign exchange earnings, their ability to create jobs along the value 
chain, and their potential to increase the resilience of food systems. The priority commodities are the bulk 
of staple foods consumed across the country, and their development will significantly enhance food and 
nutrition security. The prioritized value chains are expected to engage a substantial number of people in 
terms of job creation along the different segments of the value chain. The development of these value 
chains would also promote import substitution and exports to the sub-region and continent, as envisaged 
under the AfCFTA and the world at large, thereby earning the country foreign exchange. Additionally, the 
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targeted food commodities have also been selected to build resilience against shocks, making them an 
ideal choice for the country's development.

Cereals such as rice have been recognized as strategic crops in Ghana's economy. Over the years, there 
has been a notable increase in rice consumption resulting from population growth, urbanization, and 
changing consumer preferences. Despite this increase in demand, domestic production has failed to keep 
up, leaving a gap that is filled by imports, with an average deficit of approximately 0.67 million metric tons 
of consumption between 2008 and 2022 (FAO, 2022).
In 2022, domestic paddy rice production was estimated at 1.2 million metric tons, grown on an area of 
387,000 hectares, yielding 0.75 million metric tons of milled rice (MOFA, 2023). Maize is another cereal 
that is vital for the communities under consideration. The demand for maize is expected to escalate from 
2.9 million metric tons in 2022 to 5.4 million metric tons in 2027, representing more than 59% of the 
commodity's demand (FAO, 2022). Soybean is an industrial and versatile cereal crop that can thrive in 
various climates. It is a valuable traded commodity for Ghana's export-driven industrialization strategy. 
Soybean exports from Ghana increased from $12.7 million to $18.6 million annually in 2021.

Vegetable value chains have also been valuable to the north of Ghana where all the selected communities 
are located. Tomato, as part of the vegetables, holds a crucial position in the daily diet of Ghanaians, 
accounting for 40% of vegetable expenditure according to the Ghana Statistical Service (GSS, 2021). The 
demand for both fresh tomatoes and tomato paste remains consistently high throughout the year.

3.3 SWOT Analysis of the selected value chains

In light of the discussions on the various value chains from the reports and literature, as well as the 
researcher’s observations, the following SWOT information is presented to summarize the key findings for 
decisions. Performing a SWOT analysis for each value chain helps to assess their strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats. The following SWOT analysis captures the key strengths and weaknesses 
within the selected value chains and describes the potential opportunities and threats.  

3.3.1. Cereals and Legumes (Maize, Rice, Soybean, Cowpea, Sorghum, Millet)

Table 3: SWOT analysis of Cereals and Legumes value chains 
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3.3.2 Non-traditional Agriculture (Shea Butter & Baobab)

Table 4: SWOT analysis of non-traditional agriculture
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3.3.4 Vegetables value chain
Table 6: SWOT Analysis of Vegetable Value Chains

3.3.3 Livestock value chain
Table 5: SWOT analysis of poultry and animal husbandry value chains 
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4. Baseline Results
4.1 Demographic Analysis of Respondents 

In this section, an analysis was conducted on the respondents' demographics to determine the distribution 
of their characteristics. Descriptive analysis was utilized to examine the outcome for each demographic 
and its relevance to the study objective. Specifically, the study explored age, gender distribution, 
displacement status, decision to migrate, place of destination, and reason for migration.

4.1.1 Ages of Respondents  

Based on the analysis of the survey data, it was discovered that out of the two hundred and eight 
respondents interviewed, the majority insert frequency (56.3%) fell within the age group of 25-34 years, 
depicting a significant number of young adults. The second-largest group comprised respondents within 
the 18-24 years age group, accounting for 31.7% of the participants. Notably, the mean age of the 
respondents was 28 years, highlighting a relatively youthful demographic. This finding underscores the 
significance of the youth population in this baseline study, as they pose a higher risk for potential 
recruitment into violent extremism.

Figure 1: Ages of Respondents

Source: Field Survey, 2023 

4.1.2 Sex distribution of respondents 

The pie chart illustrates the gender distribution among respondents in selected districts in Ghana. These 
areas, situated around the Atlantic in West Africa, are known to be prone to violent extremism. The data 
analysis indicates that 60.55% of respondents were female, making them the majority, while the 
remaining insert frequency (39.4%) identified as male. This information is crucial for developing targeted 
project interventions that are gender-responsive.
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Figure 2: Sex of Respondent

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.1.3. Displacement Status 

These percentages reflect the diverse nature of the respondents' displacement statuses. The majority 
(62.5%) of the respondents are from the host community, indicating that a significant proportion of the 
sample is settled in their current location. Additionally, the data shows that there are individuals who are 
returnees, IDPs, refugees, or have an unspecified displacement status.

Figure 3: Displacement Status of Respondent

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.1.4 Decision to move in the next 6 months, destination & reason

The study sought explore respondents time frame for emigration.  While 56 (26.9%)  respondents, 
answered "Yes" 152 (73.1%) answered "No". This baseline survey information could be useful in 
understanding the mobility patterns of the target population and how it may affect the value-chain 
identification implementation of the proposed interventions. 

Also, of the fifty-six respondents who considered within the next six months during the survey traveling, 
the majority insert frequency (25%) expressed a preference for relocating to the National Capital in 
Accra, followed by Kumasi, Tamale, and Bolga. On the other hand, the "Others" category (30.4%) 
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Figure 4: Preferred destination of Respondents

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Furthermore, insert frequency (30.4%) cited economic shocks as a primary reason for desiring to travel. 
They highlighted the economic challenges faced in their current locations as causal factors. Additionally, 
insert frequency (16.1%) provides diverse reasons, possibly including factors related to the impact of 
violent extremism. These insights underscore the complex interplay between economic factors and 
security concerns influencing migration decisions. 
 
4.2. Socio-economic analysis of respondents  

An analysis of the socio-economic wellbeing of the respondents is very critical in assessing the 
vulnerability level of the respondents and also designing livelihood strategies that will improve the 
wellbeing of the respondents. Also, this analysis will help in establishing a reference point for the 
monitoring and evaluation of any intervention implemented.  The study employed descriptive analysis in 
examining the outcome for each identified socio-economic wellbeing indicator.

4.2.1 Employment Status

Of the 208 respondents surveyed, 65.38% indicated that they were currently employed or had a regular 
income, while 34.62% reported being unemployed or without a stable source of income. This information 
is crucial for identifying suitable value chains and designing interventions that can further enhance the 
socio-economic empowerment of at-risk youth and vulnerable populations in the target locations.

Figure 5: Employment Status

Source: Field, Survey, 2023
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The study found that agriculture stands out as the primary source of income for 66.84% of respondents, 
with retail and wholesale trade accounting for 13.27%. This underscores the critical role of the agricultural 
sector and emphasizes the importance of developing sustainable value chains within it, in line with the 
project's objective to empower vulnerable populations through green value chains. 

The breakdown of primary income sources shows that a significant portion of respondents, 48.51%, 
depend on income generated from their own production, particularly in agriculture and livestock. This 
further highlights the reliance on agricultural activities as a key income driver for many respondents. 
Additionally, 24.63% of respondents derive their income from their own business or regular trade, 
highlighting the importance of fostering sustainable value chains within these sectors. This aligns with the 
project's goal of empowering vulnerable populations through green value chains, further emphasizing the 
need to support these economic activities.  

The challenges emanating from respondents’ primary type of employment (agriculture-own production) 
are multifaceted, with low pay being the most prevalent issue affecting 71.85% of respondents. 
Additionally, dangerous work environments and adverse behaviour from colleagues or stakeholders are 
significant concerns, highlighting the need for interventions to address these challenges and improve the 
working conditions for vulnerable populations. By providing sustainable livelihood opportunities and 
improving working conditions, the project can empower at-risk youth and vulnerable populations, 
reducing their susceptibility to radicalization and promoting lasting peace and prosperity in the Atlantic 
Corridor.
 
4.2.2 Income Analysis of Respondents

The dataset reveals a diverse distribution of monthly income from primary sources of income or 
employment. The mean income is GHC417.36 with notable variability. Specifically, 33.65% earn less than 
GHC50 and 52% earn more than GHC50. Furthermore, the absence of additional categorical variables of 
interest restricts a more comprehensive analysis of the diverse factors influencing income patterns within 
the sample Regarding satisfaction with their primary source of income, the survey results, measured on a 
scale from one to five, revealed significant sentiments tied to the UNDP's initiative in the Atlantic Corridor. 
A substantial portion of respondents, 65.87%, expressed dissatisfaction or strong dissatisfaction with their 
primary source of income. Meanwhile, a notable 17.79% remained neutral, indicating a significant portion 
of respondents neither satisfied nor dissatisfied with their current income situation. Understanding these 
sentiments is crucial for the UNDP's commitment to address the root causes of violent extremism and 
enhance socio-economic resilience.

On the comparison of current income from the specified value chain to income from the same period last 
year, the respondents' perceptions of current income in a specified value chain showed a mixed scenario: 
21.63% reported an increase, 38.46% no change, and 39.90% a decrease. Cumulatively, 60.10% noted 
either stability or growth, while 39.90% reported declining income. Understanding these dynamics is vital 
for UNDP's efforts in keeping peace and security in the Atlantic Corridor.

Understanding respondents’ debt situation is crucial for gaining a holistic view of their financial situation. 
The survey revealed that 66.35% of respondents do not currently have debt, likely due to inadequate 
access to financial services and high interest rates on loans, as indicated by key respondents. This 
suggests that a significant portion of the surveyed population may demonstrate creditworthiness despite 
these financial barriers. Improving access to affordable financial services could provide opportunities to 
enhance the economic resilience of this group. . Understanding the financial landscape, particularly 
factors contributing to debt could further inform UNDP's initiatives in the Atlantic Corridor. The data further 
revealed that, respondents who reported having debt owed an average amount of approximately GHC 
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1007.93. The standard deviation of GHC 1757.83 suggests a considerable variation in reported debt 
amounts. The minimum reported debt is GHC 8.54, while the maximum is GHC 8000. This indicates 
diversity in the debt levels among those who reported owing money. Understanding these variations is 
crucial for tailoring financial/credit interventions and support mechanisms in UNDP's initiatives within the 
Atlantic Corridor toward combating violent extremism.

4.2.3 Education and Skills

Education and skills are very critical in the acceptance and understanding of any form of intervention 
among stakeholders. The survey revealed that, among the two hundred and eight respondents, 71.15% of 
the respondents have at least some level of formal education, while 28.85% reported no formal education. 
This nuanced understanding is vital for UNDP's targeted initiatives, addressing socio-economic 
vulnerabilities and fostering inclusive development in the region. On skills, a mere 1.44% said they have 
undergone professional training, highlighting a significant skill gap. With 98.56% lacking such training, 
targeted interventions on skills development are vital, as it will empower both women and youth to 
undertake economic activities. This will make them  less vulnerable to violent extremism. This also aligns 
with the UNDP's initiative to address socio-economic vulnerabilities in the Atlantic Corridor.

Despite a majority of the respondents having some formal education, there are notable challenges as 
indicated by 69.23% of the respondents. It is imperative to note that, limited educational access can 
contribute to vulnerabilities, emphasizing the importance of educational interventions in regions 
susceptible to extremist influences. From the survey, the key challenges include financial constraints 
(43.48%), health issues (16.67%), lack of educational resources (12.68%), family responsibilities (14.49%), 
and others. These responses are very crucial for designing targeted interventions that effectively tackle 
the diverse obstacles hindering access to education. Furthermore, a gender analysis revealed that 
28.37% of respondents acknowledge gender-related challenges in accessing education in their 
communities, while 62.50% believe there are no such challenges. Additionally, 9.13% responded with 
"Don't know." This suggests varying perceptions regarding gender-related barriers to education in the 
community. 

Occupational skills for agriculture could be developed in the area of training on the use of machines, and 
efficient agro-practices such as tilling, planting, weeding, diseases & pest control, harvesting, and storage 
mechanisms. These could come under Agric-TVET (A-TVET) considering that the communities are rural 
based and mainly characterized by agriculture value chains. Apart from the A-TVET, a series of trainings 
could be done for the actors of the value chains on financial management, market access, and managerial 
competencies.

4.2.3.1 Challenges that women face in accessing education.

Also, the respondents identified challenges hindering women's access to education in their community. 
The percentages for each challenge are as follows: limited availability of schools (16.17%), cultural barriers 
(6.59%), financial constraints (14.97%), gender-based discrimination (5.39%), long distances to institutions 
(15.57%), insufficient support (16.77%), early marriage or family obligations (15.57%), limited access to 
resources (7.78%), and other challenges (1.20%). These findings emphasize the diverse obstacles affecting 
women's education, aligning with the project's goal of addressing multifaceted barriers. From the findings, 
early marriage and other cultural barriers form part of the major challenges that the women in the 
communities faced that are based on cultural embeddedness. Some societal norms and practices 
significantly present challenges for women’s access to education. Also, Financial constraints, insufficient 
support, and limited access to other resources adversely affect women’s access to education since these 
are much needed to give them a boost. Considering that the communities are relatively resource-poor or 
less endowed communities, the least deprivation will present a more dire outcome for the inhabitants.
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4.2.3.2 Influence of education on career opportunities and advancement.

Interpreting the multiple-response variable on the influence of education on careers, 12.97% reported 
experiencing significant enhancement, 29.29% indicated moderate improvement, 25.94% stated no 
significant impact, and 28.03% mentioned facing limitations. This data highlights the varied ways 
education shapes careers, offering valuable insights for tailoring interventions within the broader context 
of socioeconomic development projects.

On the preference of the type of educational paths one would choose, participants expressed diverse 
preferences. Notably, 24.04% indicated a preference for further education, 2.44% preferred vocational 
paths, 8.01% considered technical education, and 48.78% favoured academic pursuits. These insights 
contribute to understanding educational aspirations within the context of career development, offering 
valuable considerations for tailored interventions.

The respondents presented a diverse spectrum of educational preferences on the skills needs through 
their preferred education. Notably, 25.00% prioritized technical and vocational skills, 7.83% emphasized 
soft skills, 7.32% focused on problem-solving, 16.92% sought industry-specific skills, 10.35% valued time 
management, 17.93% desired creativity and innovation, 8.33% emphasized leadership, and 4.80% 
identified other skills. This comprehensive perspective informs the design of education programmes 
tailored to diverse skill needs. The alignment of these preferences with the project's goal of enhancing 
socio-economic resilience for at-risk youth and vulnerable populations underscores the potential impact 
of interventions. The nuanced approach recognizes multifaceted education barriers and contributes to 
sustainable development in the region, supporting the broader goals outlined in the project background.

4.3 Entrepreneurship 

Entrepreneurship ventures in recent times, are becoming an alternative source of livelihood for many rural 
folks given the continued decline in commercial primary agriculture production. However, most of the 
respondents indicated that access to finance as a start-up capital is a huge challenge in optimizing the 
vast potential in the entrepreneurial ecosystem. This finding Underscores the need for targeted financial 
support and mechanism that can enable these individuals to transition into more profitable 
entrepreneurial activities. To support this assertion, the survey revealed that, , only 28.85% reported 
accessing some financial services. This economic marginalization is a potential risk factor for violence and 
extremism in the Atlantic Corridor. Addressing this gap becomes crucial for fostering socio-economic 
resilience and mitigating factors contributing to extremist ideologies.

The qualitative data supports the survey findings, showing that lack of capital, limited resources, 
insufficient skills training, market barriers, family obligations, and gender-based challenges prevent 
entrepreneurs from starting businesses. This highlights the importance of the project's targeted approach, 
which focuses on specific communities and addresses their unique challenges. 

The major challenge for me to start my own business is “lack of capital and advisory services," "No 
available funds and limited access to credit institutions"(Male-youth)
In response to the challenges, the respondents identified factors required to support entrepreneurs to start 
their own businesses. These factors include the demand for financial assistance, skills training, and 
access to resources. One respondent emphasized, "Adequate and enough startup capital, skills training in 
financial management and organization, mentorship, and partnership." This aligns with the UNDP 
project's focus on economic empowerment.

Also, improved infrastructure is a recurrent theme, with respondents highlighting the importance of "Good 
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Road network" and "Improved connectivity," emphasizing the need for logistical support, a key aspect 
covered by the project. Additionally, some respondents stress the significance of "Access to credit, good 
roads, ready market," reflecting the project's goals of addressing market barriers and promoting financial 
inclusion. Furthermore, phrases like "Financial support and training," "Access to funds," and "Access to 
start-up capital" underline the crucial role of financial assistance and skills development, aligning with the 
project's emphasis on value-chain development and skill-building initiatives.

4.4 Access to Finance 

Access to finance is very instrumental in boosting agricultural production and entrepreneurship among 
youth and women. This is important because these two categories of people have less access to 
productive resources and are mostly marginalized in the decision-making process. The survey revealed 
that the majority (71.15%) of the respondents do not access any financial services while only 28.85% have 
access. Furthermore, the data also revealed that 48.56% of participants encountered obstacles in 
accessing financial services. This emphasizes the widespread difficulties, and if not resolved, these issues 
could lead to economic exclusion, potentially triggering discontent linked to violence and extremism in 
the communities.

The survey also examined the purpose of financial services, and it was found that 31.75% seek loans to 
initiate or grow businesses. This finding reiterates the role of access to finance in entrepreneurship 
development as the majority indicated they needed loans to grow their business. Also, indicated for 
medical purposes, 15.04% for education, and 8.08% for housing. This detailed insight guides targeted 
interventions to tackle economic challenges, potentially alleviating factors fuelling violence and 
extremism in the Atlantic Corridor.

4.4.1 Specific challenges for women to access financial services, such as loans.

The survey revealed that 45.19% of participants acknowledge distinct challenges for women accessing 
financial services. Among the respondents who highlighted challenges for women in accessing financial 
services identified issues such as limited collateral options (24.47%), gender bias or discrimination (2.13%), 
insufficient financial literacy (19.15%), cultural barriers (3.19%), lack of access to formal banking institutions 
(14.89%), restricted mobility affecting access (24.47%), high-interest rates for women (9.57%), and other 
specified challenges (2.13%). These insights emphasize the multifaceted barriers that must be addressed 
to enhance financial inclusivity for women, contributing to broader socio-economic empowerment in the 
various regions."

4.4.2 Specific challenges for youth to access financial services, such as loans.

Based on the survey results, more than half (54.81%) of the respondents have reported facing various 
challenges when trying to access financial services. Among these respondents, 16.82% have mentioned 
having a limited credit history, 14.64% have faced challenges due to a lack of stable income, 15.89% cited 
insufficient financial literacy, 17.76% have struggled with high-interest rates, and 18.07% have mentioned 
limited collateral options as the specific challenges in accessing financial services. Additionally, 9.35% 
identified challenges such as strict eligibility criteria. Tackling these issues is essential for promoting 
financial inclusivity among young individuals, enhancing their economic opportunities, and potentially 
alleviating factors linked to violence and extremism. 
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Table 7: Gender distribution

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

With a majority of the youth being females, it is relevant to create women-targeted and gender-responsive 
financial services or facilities for the creation of livelihood projects and interventions. Specific elements 
and factors that affect mainly women should be taken into consideration when designing such support 
programmes.
 
4.4.2.1 Relationship Youth by Gender and Challenges to Access Financial Services

The cross-tabulation reveals that among male youth, 57.14% faced challenges accessing financial 
services, compared to 52.83% of female youth. Overall, 54.64% of respondents reported challenges, with 
no significant difference between genders (Chi-square = 0.3347, p = 0.563). This underscores the 
widespread issue of limited financial access among youth. Efforts to address these challenges must 
consider gender-specific dynamics to ensure equitable solutions and promote financial inclusion.

4.4.2.2 Relationship Youth by Gender and Challenges to Access Financial Services

Among male youth, 54.64% reported a limited credit history, while 50% noted a lack of stable income. 
Additionally, 54.55% mentioned insufficient financial literacy, and 52.27% cited high-interest rates as 
challenges. Furthermore, 54.55% highlighted limited collateral options, while 84.09% faced strict 
eligibility criteria. Similarly, 84.09% reported restricted access to formal banking institutions.

Comparatively, female youth encountered distinct challenges. While 57.92% faced a limited credit 
history, 64.29% struggled with a lack of stable income. Additionally, 64.29% noted insufficient financial 
literacy, and 51.79% highlighted high interest rates. Moreover, 51.79% reported limited collateral options, 
while 64.29% faced strict eligibility criteria. Furthermore, 76.79% encountered restricted access to formal 
banking institutions.

Significant gender disparities were evident in the strict eligibility criteria, with women reporting notably 
lower qualification rates compared to men. However, other challenges exhibited relatively similar 
proportions between genders, indicating that both men and women face comparable obstacles in these 
areas.  Despite the differences, both genders encountered common barriers such as limited credit history, 
insufficient financial literacy, and restricted access to formal banking institutions. These challenges 
affected their ability to secure financial support and grow their businesses. While some differences 
between genders were statistically significant, others were not, as indicated by the p-values. These 
findings underscore the need for tailored interventions to address gender-specific challenges in accessing 
financial services among youth.

These results highlight the necessity for customized strategies to tackle gender-specific obstacles in 
youth access to financial services with gender-responsive interventions.

Table 7 below illustrates the distribution of youth by gender, 42.08% being male and 57.92% females.
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4.5. Perception analysis of women and youth about their access to livelihood 

4.5.1 Access, opportunity, and agency- perceived ability to realise livelihood potentials.

 
This indicator explored the degree of access to livelihood potentials, determinants influencing capacity to 
realize livelihood potentials, women and youth regarding the opportunities that could enhance their 
livelihoods.

4.5.1.1 Degree of access, determinants, and ability to realise livelihood potentials. 

 
The respondents expressed diverse sentiments on livelihood opportunities, with 33.17% rating access to 
livelihood as very poor and 40.38% as poor. These concerns, shared by 73.56%, highlight the need for 
strategic interventions to enhance economic prospects. Overcoming these challenges is key to promoting 
sustainable development and reducing risks related to violence and extremism. Improving access to 
resources and financial opportunities can help stabilize communities. Respondents identified diverse 
determinants influencing their livelihood potential. Key factors include economic opportunities (31.61%), 
education (20.45%), and social factors (17.56%). These insights underscore the multifaceted nature of 
livelihood challenges. Addressing these determinants can enhance economic resilience, aligning with the 
project's goal of fostering sustainable development in the Atlantic Corridor thereby reducing tendencies 
of violent extremism.

Respondents hold diverse views on how gender and age impact their livelihoods, with 43.75% seeing no 
influence and 25.48% perceiving a small effect. Acknowledging this diversity is essential for crafting 
targeted interventions that tackle challenges related to gender and age, promoting an inclusive strategy 
for economic empowerment in the Atlantic Corridor.

4.5.1.2 Perceived Key Challenges for Women and Youth in Accessing Economic Opportunities 

Respondents identified various challenges hindering their pursuit of economic opportunities, emphasizing 
factors like low education, limited information, gender-based discrimination, and restricted access to 
resources. The need for mentorship, lack of infrastructure, and financial constraints are recurrent themes. 
Additionally, some highlight dangerous working environments, low pay, and the absence of job 
opportunities.

In the context of the UNDP project, these challenges resonate with the project's goals of addressing 
economic barriers, promoting skills training, and enhancing infrastructure. The project's emphasis on 
inclusive growth aligns with respondents' concerns regarding limited access to opportunities and 
resources.

In settings with limited economic prospects and infrastructure, individuals may be more susceptible to 
recruitment efforts by extremist groups offering perceived alternatives. Therefore, addressing economic 
challenges through initiatives like the UNDP project can contribute to resilience against violent extremism 
by creating opportunities and fostering community development.

4.5.1.3 Perceived interested livelihood opportunities and types for women and youth. 

The survey identified the respondents’ diverse interests in livelihood opportunities. Notably, 37.54% were 
most interested in pursuing options related to agriculture or farming, followed by 26.39% in 
entrepreneurship or starting a business. Skill-based trades garnered 25.51% interest, while formal 
employment had 10.56%. Understanding these preferences guides tailored interventions for economic 
empowerment across the study area.
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In terms of types of livelihoods, the baseline data revealed diverse employment sector preferences 
among participants. A prominent 51.63% expressed a strong interest in Agriculture and Agribusiness, 
while 16.34% favour Education and Training. Notable preferences include Manufacturing and Industrial 
Production at 15.36%, Information Technology and Innovation at 3.92%, and Healthcare and 
Pharmaceuticals at 4.58%. This baseline understanding forms a foundation for tailored initiatives to 
enhance employment opportunities in the Atlantic Corridor.

4.5.2 Degree of social diversification and peer/socialised dynamics influencing trajectory and access
 
4.5.2.1 Degree of livelihood Aspirations alignment with family expectation, lifestyle and peers' choice

  
The research explored the alignment between individuals' career aspirations and familial expectations. 
Findings indicate that 33.65% of respondents perceive a neutral alignment, while 29.33% feel a 
misalignment. These insights contribute to a nuanced understanding of how family dynamics may impact 
career aspirations, informing strategies for fostering harmonious livelihood development in the Atlantic 
Corridor.

Participants were asked to assess the alignment of their livelihood aspirations with their lifestyle and 
choices. A significant portion, 34.62%, felt neutral about the alignment, while 25.48% perceived it as both 
poor and good. This nuanced understanding aids in tailoring interventions that consider the interplay 
between livelihood goals and personal lifestyle, contributing to holistic development in the Atlantic 
Corridor.

4.5.2.2 Extent of Influence of Family and peers’ Decision on choices of livelihood opportunities made. 

Respondents were asked about the extent to which their lifestyle choices align with their partner's 
preferences. The results show a varied perspective, with 34.62% feeling neutral about the alignment, 
while 27.88% perceive a poor fit. These insights offer valuable information for understanding how 
personal and partner choices intersect, contributing to strategies for fostering supportive relationships in 
the study area.

4.5.2.3 Identification of Role Model and its influence on creating access to networks and opportunities for livelihood 
initiatives 

Participants were asked about the presence of role models for inspiration. Significantly, 38.94% 
acknowledged having role models, while 61.06% did not identify any. Recognizing the impact of role 
models on aspirations is crucial for customizing interventions to leverage positive influences in the 
designated region, particularly in addressing factors related to violent extremism.

Among the eighty-one respondents with role models, 76.54% reported experiencing an impact. 
Specifically, 9.88% felt no impact, 20.99% felt a small impact, 37.04% experienced a moderate impact, 
25.93% perceived a large impact, and 6.17% encountered a very large impact. Recognizing these nuances 
informs tailored interventions to address the diverse impacts of role models in the specified region.

4.5.2.4 Awareness of any networks or connections and their effectiveness in connecting to meaningful livelihood 
opportunities. 

Respondents were asked about their awareness of networks or connections that could potentially link 
them to opportunities. Among the respondents, 28.85% confirmed having networks that could provide 
opportunities, while 71.15% reported being unaware of such networks. Empowering individuals through 
network awareness may mitigate factors associated with violence and extremism, contributing to a more 
resilient and interconnected community in the Atlantic Corridor.
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Assessing the effectiveness of existing networks reveals that 18.75% perceive them as not effective at all, 
while 34.13% find them slightly effective. Recognising the varied perceptions of network effectiveness is 
essential for improving connectivity and leveraging social capital to address challenges, helping to build 
resilience against factors that may contribute to violence and extremism in the Atlantic Corridor.  
Generally, respondents perceive their existing networks as effective, with a cumulative 52.88% 
considering them slightly to highly effective in connecting them to meaningful opportunities.

4.5.3 Perceptions on quick monetary impact versus interest to invest/grow business 

4.5.3.1 Preference on the paths to economic gains business growth & financial decision management. 

When presented with the opportunity, respondents expressed varied preferences: 21.63% favoured a 
lifestyle leading to immediate benefits, while 70.67% prioritized lower short-term income for long-term 
gains. Additionally, 5.77% specified other preferences, and 1.92% were uncertain. Understanding these 
choices informs strategies for economic empowerment in the study regions.

Also, the baseline data showed diverse perspectives on financial management: 50.00% prioritize saving 
for the future, 32.21% associate saving with feeling secure, 8.17% favour immediate spending, and 5.77% 
emphasize the importance of obtaining money quickly. Recognising these distinct perceptions informs 
tailored financial literacy strategies in the Atlantic Corridor, potentially mitigating factors linked to violent 
extremism.

4.5.4 Perceptions of interests, attainable capital and skill requirements

4.5.4.1 Key drivers of aspirations that motivate Respondents to pursue livelihood opportunities 

Respondents expressed diverse motivations for pursuing livelihood opportunities: 20.28% are driven by a 
desire to support themselves or their families financially 15.79% seek to contribute solutions to existing 
issues, and 13.93% are motivated by the potential for financial growth and prosperity. Recognizing these 
varied aspirations informs tailored interventions, fostering economic empowerment and potentially 
addressing factors associated with violent extremism in the Atlantic Corridor.

4.5.4.2 Extent of skills optimisation on type of livelihood activities. 

Respondents expressed varying perceptions regarding the utilization of their skills: 36.54% felt their skills 
were extensively capitalised, 25.48% saw a moderate level of capitalisation, and 11.06% believed their 
skills were not capitalised at all. Acknowledging these viewpoints is crucial for designing targeted 
initiatives that maximise skills, fostering economic empowerment, and potentially addressing factors 
linked to violent extremism in the Atlantic Corridor.
Qualitatively, the respondents who indicated that their skills were not fully capitalized in their current 
livelihood activities provided various reasons. Some cited limited opportunities to utilize their skills 
effectively, emphasizing the influence of personal connections in determining skill utilization. Others 
mentioned a lack of resources, including both capital and financial support, hindering their ability to 
leverage their skills. Limited education was identified as a barrier to making informed choices and utilizing 
skills optimally.

4.5.4.3 Matching Interest and relevance of skills to value chain or livelihood activities. 

 
Results indicate that 32.69% perceived a large match, 29.81% saw a small match, and 10.10% felt no match 
at all. Recognizing these perspectives is essential for tailoring interventions to enhance the match, 
promoting economic empowerment, and potentially addressing factors related to violent extremism 
among the target population.
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4.5.4.4 Areas for improved skill for type of opportunity exploited. 

Respondents were asked about the skills they would like to improve. The majority, 44.26%, expressed a 
desire to enhance entrepreneurial skills, followed by 18.85% focusing on technical skills and 14.75% on 
problem-solving skills. Understanding these preferences informs tailored skill development initiatives for 
better-equipping individuals in the Atlantic Corridor, fostering economic growth, and potentially 
mitigating factors related to violent extremism.
To complement the quantitative findings, many respondents expressed a strong interest in further 
education, vocational training, or formal employment. This suggests that their current livelihood activities 
may not fully align with their personal interests or utilize their full potential. Financial constraints and the 
absence of support were recurrent themes, preventing them from translating their skills into meaningful 
economic activities. These baseline details can inform interventions aimed at enhancing skill utilization 
and economic empowerment in the community.

4.5.5 Perceived relative improvement of socio-economic capacities

4.5.5.1 Rating of improvement in economic well-being, job opportunities over the past year, and confidence to start a business 

 
Results show that 8.65% perceived it as much worse, 41.35% as worse, 28.85% as the same, 19.71% as 
better, and 1.44% as much better. Understanding these perceptions provides insights into economic trends, 
guiding interventions to enhance economic well-being and address potential contributors to violent 
extremism.

Results indicate that 16.83% perceived a significant decline, 25.00% moderately declined, 38.94% 
remained unchanged, 17.79% moderately improved, and 1.44% very significantly improved. These insights 
help gauge the local job market dynamics, informing interventions to address challenges and foster 
improvements in job opportunities.

Participants were asked to rate their confidence in starting a business or economic activity. Results show 
that 15.87% felt not confident at all, 31.73% were somewhat confident, 29.33% moderately confident, 
18.75% very confident, and 4.33% extremely confident. These perceptions provide insights into individuals' 
confidence levels in entrepreneurship, guiding interventions to support aspiring business owners in the 
community.

4.5.5.2 Perception in change of ability to save money and improvement in financial stability over the past year?

The baseline results indicate that 12.50% experienced a significant decrease in the ability to save money, 
33.65% decreased, 33.17% remained unchanged, 18.75% increased, and 1.92% significantly increased. 
These insights shed light on individuals' financial dynamics, offering valuable information for initiatives 
aimed at promoting economic stability through community savings initiatives.

The findings revealed that 23.08% observed only slight improvement, 25.00% noted some improvement, 
28.85% reported moderate improvement, 12.02% experienced substantial improvement, 1.92% described 
exceptional improvement, and 9.13% saw no change. These detailed insights contribute valuable 
information for designing targeted interventions aimed at enhancing financial stability within the 
community.

4.5.5.3 Ratings on the success of your entrepreneurial activities in the past year

The results indicate that 8.65% perceived their activities as very unsuccessful, 31.25% as unsuccessful, 
49.04% as neutral, 9.13% as successful, and 1.92% as very successful. These assessments provide 
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valuable insights for understanding the varied outcomes of entrepreneurial initiatives within the surveyed 
population.

4.5.6 Agency - Perception outlook of getting a job or business in the future, and/or earning an income.

Respondents were queried about their outlook on future job opportunities or entrepreneurial ventures, 
rating from 1 (very pessimistic) to 5 (very optimistic). The results reveal that 4.81% felt very pessimistic, 
26.44% expressed pessimism, 33.17% maintained a neutral stance, 27.40% were optimistic, and 8.17% felt 
very optimistic. These responses reflect diverse perspectives on future employment and business 
prospects.

Also, respondents were surveyed on their confidence in securing a stable income in the future, using a 1 to 
5 scale where 1 denotes no confidence and 5 represents extreme confidence. The breakdown shows that 
17.31% lacked confidence (a), 23.56% were somewhat confident (b), 28.85% were moderately confident (c), 
20.67% were very confident (d), and 9.62% expressed extreme confidence (e). These responses provide an 
understanding of diverse confidence levels regarding future income stability.

Furthermore, respondents were queried about their certainty regarding achieving financial stability 
through future livelihood activities, using a scale of 1 to 4. The breakdown reveals that 21.63% felt very 
uncertain, 36.54% were moderately uncertain, 34.62% were fairly certain, and 7.21% expressed being very 
certain. This provides insights into varying levels of confidence concerning future financial stability 
through livelihood activities.

4.5.7 Agency - Participation in governance processes

 
The description of one’s abilities to participate in the decision-making process in the community 
highlighted diverse challenges and attitudes towards the limited inclusion of women and youth in 
decision-making in their communities. Thus, the respondents indicated educational limitations, disinterest 
influenced by political perceptions, and gender dynamics emerged as hurdles, while some exhibited 
active involvement and commitment to community welfare. The baseline project's relevance lies in 
addressing these challenges by promoting inclusive decision-making processes, dispelling political 
disillusionment, and fostering a sense of community commitment. Bridging educational disparities, 
encouraging diverse perspectives, and ensuring equal representation are crucial objectives. By creating 
an environment that values active participation, collaboration, and commitment, the project aims to 
overcome barriers and promote sustainable community development. The project should serve as a 
catalyst for positive change, empowering individuals to contribute meaningfully to decision-making 
processes for the collective well-being of the community.

Though the baseline results from the respondents did not explicitly mention violent extremism, certain 
underlying factors can be identified that may influence these issues indirectly. Educational limitations, 
particularly low levels of education, can contribute to a lack of awareness and understanding, potentially 
making individuals susceptible to extremist ideologies.

4.5.7.1 Relationship between economic situation and participation in decision making in the community 

Respondents were asked about the influence of their economic situation on their community participation 
and voice. The findings reveal that 45.67% feel it has no influence, 24.04% to a small extent, 14.90% to a 
moderate extent, 12.98% to a large extent, and 2.40% to a very large extent. Understanding these 
perceptions sheds light on the interplay between economic circumstances and community engagement.
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Also, the qualitative data revealed a complex interplay between economic status, community 
participation, and decision-making. Many respondents attribute the influence on decision-making to 
economic disparities, emphasizing that the economically stable are more respected, their opinions 
considered, while the poor and vulnerable often feel marginalized. This economic divide is seen as a factor 
shaping power dynamics within the community, contributing to a perceived lack of inclusivity. While some 
express satisfaction with inclusive decision-making practices, others cite exclusion based on age, gender, 
or economic status. The disparities outlined in these responses could potentially create conditions for 
frustration, social tension, and feelings of injustice, factors that, if not addressed, may contribute to the 
vulnerability of the community to extremist ideologies as individuals seek alternative avenues for 
empowerment and expression. Therefore, fostering inclusive decision-making practices becomes crucial 
in addressing underlying issues that could potentially lead to violence or extremism.

An example of a quote from the respondents; "I don't get the opportunity to participate in committee. The 
influential and rich people are given much respect, and their opinions are considered. A poor man's 
opinions are mistaken for begging. My economic status best positions me to make decisions in my 
community."

4.5.7.2 Inclusion in decision-making processes on local value chain activities or livelihood opportunities

Participants were asked about their sense of inclusion in decision-making processes related to local value 
chain activities or livelihood opportunities in their communities. The responses indicated that 11.06% feel 
not included at all, 25.00% to a small extent, 23.08% to a moderate extent, 37.50% to a large extent, and 
3.37% to a very large extent. These insights highlight varying degrees of community involvement in 
decision-making, crucial for targeted improvements.

4.5.7.3 Equity in the distribution of livelihood support and opportunities among different groups within the community

Respondents were asked about their perception of the equitable distribution of livelihood support and 
opportunities within their community. The results show that 5.77% believe it is not distributed at all, 31.25% 
to a small extent, 25.96% to a moderate extent, 31.25% to a large extent, and 5.77% to a very large extent. 
These findings reveal diverse perspectives on the perceived equity in the distribution of livelihood 
resources and opportunities.

4.5.8 Government schemes 

4.5.8.1 Perception on the Role of local government in promoting local value chain or livelihood opportunities for Youth and 
Women

The baseline line data indicated that 47.60% responded "Not at all", 24.04% to a small extent, 13.46% to a 
moderate extent, 9.62% to a large extent, and 2.88% to a very large extent. Additionally, 2.40% indicated 
they "Don't know". These responses indicate varying levels of confidence in the local government's 
involvement in enhancing the local value chain and livelihood opportunities for youth and women.

4.5.8.2 Awareness of any existing Government Schemes or Opportunities that promote livelihood opportunities

Regarding awareness of government schemes or opportunities promoting livelihoods, 17.31% 
acknowledged awareness, 76.92% were unaware, and 5.77% found it not applicable. This highlights a 
notable lack of awareness among respondents regarding these government initiatives.

The qualitative open responses revealed a mix of interesting themes regarding awareness of government 
schemes promoting livelihoods. One theme centres on education and skills development, with mentions 
of scholarships, vocational training, and free education. Another significant theme revolves around 
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agricultural initiatives, including Planting for Food and Jobs, subsidies for farmers, and support from Agric 
Extension Agents. Employment opportunities, programmes like LEAP, and interventions by agencies like 
the Youth Employment Agency are also prevalent themes.

Some interesting quotes that reflect these themes include: "Scholarships for students." "Youth 
employment agency." "Subsidies for farmers." "National youthful employment." "Women in skills 
development.", "Youth in tree planting.", "Support to farmers."

These quotes highlight the diverse array of government initiatives mentioned by respondents, 
showcasing a broad spectrum of livelihood opportunities that participants are aware of, albeit to varying 
extents.

4.5.8.3 Perceived access to government schemes and initiatives by women and youth

Regarding accessibility to government initiatives for women and youth, 9.13% perceived them as very 
inaccessible, 38.94% as inaccessible, 41.35% as neutral, and 10.58% as accessible. This suggests varying 
perceptions of accessibility to such programmes among respondents.

4.5.9 Perception of livelihood as contributing to resilience and positively impacting overall wellbeing 

In gauging the connection between livelihood support and value chain activities with community 
resilience, 10.10% of the respondents believed it contributed not at all, 30.77% to a small extent, 32.69% to 
a moderate extent, 15.38% to a large extent, and 11.06% to a very large extent. These diverse perceptions 
hint at the potential impact of such activities on resilience against risks, including violent extremism.

In assessing the perceived impact of value chain activities on community well-being, 7.69% believed it had 
no impact, 22.60% to a small extent, 33.17% to a moderate extent, 16.83% to a large extent, and 19.71% to a 
very large extent. These varied perspectives highlight the diverse opinions regarding the positive 
influence of such activities on the overall well-being of the community.

The qualitative responses highlighted a collective plea for community empowerment, emphasizing the 
need for financial support, skills training, mentorship, and partnership. Several participants underscore 
the significance of creating job opportunities, particularly for the youth. The importance of investing in 
agriculture as a means of generating revenue and curbing unemployment is also evident. Infrastructure 
development, such as road improvement, better educational facilities, healthcare centres, and 
agricultural extension services, emerges as a crucial theme. Additionally, there is a call for inclusive 
programmes that consider the needs of individuals with disabilities.

Example of some quotes from the respondent who had something to say at the end of the interview:

"Youth empowerment, skills training, and financial support will increase job opportunities."
"When our capacity is built and the necessary support given, we would be able to better our lives and our 
children's."
"Financial support, supply of equipment to women in production and processing will create more jobs for 
the youth."
"Due to inadequate fertile land, much support is needed in equipment, machinery, and funds to create 
sustainable jobs."
"Our roads should be worked on, and that will go a long way to help us."
"Most of the programmes don't include disability; we need help, especially for our road, school, health 
centre, and grinding mill for our women."
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These quotes capture the essence of the community's aspirations for empowerment, job creation, and 
improved infrastructure to foster sustainable livelihoods.

4.6 Challenges to Producers and Processors Value Chain Actors

Producers and Processors are identified as critical actors in the three value chain sectors (cereal & 
legumes, vegetables, and non-traditional agriculture including shea). Here, producers are mainly farmers 
who are engaged in all crop production-related activities (planting to harvesting). Conversely the 
processors are responsible for converting these harvested crops into other usable products as well as 
adding value through various processing methods. Hence, it is important to understand the unique 
challenges that these actors face and provide evidence-based solutions that strengthen their role towards 
enhancing and sustaining livelihoods generated within the three value chain sectors. 

4.6.1 Production Barriers

One of the key challenges of producers is nested in production constraints largely driven by limited access 
to essential resources during the production process. The survey analysis showed that, out of sixteen valid 
responses from producers, the majority (28.6%) identified fertilizer as the most limited resource during the 
production process. . This was followed by seeds, with 20.4% of producers acknowledging it as a 
challenge to their production activities. Additionally, 18.4% of respondents reported limited access to both 
labor and water supply during the production process. labor. However, only 10% of the producers 
indicated access to land as a limitation during the production process along the value chain. Other 
specified essential resources found to limit the production process were farm machinery such as tricycles 
and rollers as indicated by  4% of the respondents.

These findings corroborate with the qualitative views expressed by the producers. The data revealed that 
inadequate supply of farm inputs such as fertilizer and seedlings were identified as primary challenges 
largely driven by high cost. It is important to note that, the use of fertilizers and some variety of seedling 
has increasingly become important due to low soil fertility coupled with unreliable rainfall patterns. Also, 
the application of fertilizer and the use of some variety of seedlings are considered to boost production 
yields, especially among cereal and legume producers. However, a significant number of the producers 
who are into cereal and legume production (50%) expressed concern about their inability to afford these 
farm inputs due to high cost and sometimes their limited supply in the market to purchase. Overall, the 
implication of the limited access to essential resources is low production yields leading to a poor rate of 
diversification.

“Farm inputs are very expensive and given how impoverished we're, it becomes difficult to purchase these 
inputs and chemicals to help in production” (producer-male).

“Lack of access to farm inputs and high prices of chemicals” (producer-male)

“High cost of agro-inputs” (producer-female)
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Figure 6: Limitations in access to essential resources 

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.6.2 Financial Challenges to Producers and Processors

Inadequate financial resources is one of the key challenges that impedes production along the three 
identified value chains. This finding reiterates the high incidence of poverty in the three selected study 
regions. This is evidenced by the fact of ore than 50% of households live below the poverty line of $1.90. 
The inadequate financial resources imply that producers lacked the purchasing power to acquire farm 
inputs such as seedlings, fertilizers, and chemicals for their crop cultivation. Aside from the inadequate 
financial resources identified during the qualitative interview, the survey data also revealed that, of the 
sixteen valid responses, 50% of the producers indicated that they do not have access to financial services 
such as Savings, credit, loans, or insurance (see figure 6) whiles 75% indicated challenges in obtaining 
credit. 
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Figure 7:  Proportion of producers accessing financial services such as savings, credit, loans or insurance 
& Proportion faced with challenges obtaining credit

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Figure 8: Financial Services Accessed within the last six month

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.6.2.1 Financial Services Accessed within the last six months

This section examined financial services accessed by producers in the last six months. The survey 
revealed that, of the sixteen respondents, 55% of them had accessed savings financial services in the last 
six months. However, only 17% indicated having accessed loan/credit financial services in the last six 
months. This finding reiterates why majority of the producers indicated challenges in obtaining credit. 

4.6.2.2 Satisfaction of Financial Services Accessed

The quality of financial services provided is directly related to the satisfaction it provides its customers. 
This section explored how producers were satisfied with the financial service accessed. The results of the 
survey showed that, of the 16 respondents interviewed, 87% indicated they were not satisfied with the 
financial services while 13% said they were satisfied with the financial services accessed. Hence, there is a 
need to improve the quality of financial services provided through the design of strategies that are 
inclusive and participatory to capture the interest of the intended stakeholders.
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Figure 9: Satisfaction of Financial Services Accessed

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.6.2.3 Challenges in Obtaining Financial Services by Producers

Following moderate access to formal financial services coupled with three-quarters of the producers 
admitting to facing challenges in obtaining credit, this section examines the specific challenges that 
limited producers from obtaining financial services from both formal and informal sources. The formal 
sources are financial services provided by formal financial institutions such as banks, microfinance, and 
savings and loans. The survey revealed that, of the majority of the respondents (37.84%) indicated high 
interest rates and fees on loans as a major  challenge in obtaining financial services. Thus, producers 
perceive that financial services such as loans are associated with high interest rates and some processing 
fees and these, they view would worsen their existing low incomes. Hence, it demotivates producers to go 
for financial assistance. This result agrees with the qualitative views that high interest rates discourage 
producers from applying for loans.

“I fear to opt in for a loan with the high interest rate, because of the fear of running at a loss” (male 
producer).

“It makes the cost of production high, with low profit” (female producer).

Also, the inaccessibility of loans due to high interest rates has a direct influence on producers’ production 
capacity. The interviews revealed that, due to insufficient financial resources, producers are not able to 
afford to farm in large hectares to make maximum returns and profits. The following are direct quotes from 
the producers on the impact of high interest on their production decision.

“I tend to farm based on my strengths and not fully utilising the potential of diversification” (producer-male)

“I can't increase production scale” (producer-female)

“Am not able to produce more because of limited finance” (producer-female)

Aside high interest rates and fees on loans, 27.03% of the producers also indicated limited access to 
banking institutions as a key challenge in obtaining financial services. It is imperative that, the location of 
these producers along the borderland does not make the establishment of financial institutions lucrative 
and hence their inability to access financial services. Next, insufficient financial literacy coupled with 
bureaucratic hurdles in the application process was identified as a key challenge to obtaining financial 
challenges as 18.92% of the and 13.51% of the producers interviewed agreed to this assertion respectively 
(see figure 9). It is worth noting that, financial literacy is very critical in driving one’s decision to acquire 
financial services. However, lack of knowledge on financial literacy makes producers not to fully 
understand the opportunities and risk associated with financial services and how they can optimized to 
their advantage. Also, given sufficient financial literacy among producers, any bureaucratic hurdles in the 
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financial service application process will still put off many producers from applying for any financial 
service. Hence, it is important that, while providing financial literacy to producers, improving the 
application process should not be out of sight.

Figure 10: Specific challenges in obtaining financial services

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Apart from formal sources, producers also acquire financial services from family and friends (informal 
sources). The data revealed that, of the sixteen valid responses, 25% of the producers indicated the limited 
financial capacity of family and friends as the primary obstacle in obtaining loans. That is, the immediate 
friends and families of the producers do not have enough financial capacity to lend out. Also, 11.54% of the 
producers indicated strained personal relationships as one of the primary obstacles hindering producers 
from getting loans from family and friends. Thus, there is no cordial relationship between producers and 
family members who can grant them financial services, and this makes it difficult for producers to acquire 
loans from said friends and family. However, 9.62% of the respondents indicated the potential for 
misunderstanding, difficulty in enforcing repayment terms, and limited privacy and confidentiality as key 
obstacles for producers in obtaining loans from family and friends. 

Figure 11: Primary obstacles in obtaining loans from friends and family by Producers 

Source: Field, Survey, 2023
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4.6.2.4 Challenges Women face in accessing Credit 

Empowering women is critical to improving their socio-economic well-being, including income and access 
to employment opportunities. Even though 75% of the respondents indicated that they faced challenges in 
accessing credit, the situation among women is unknown. Hence this section examined what specific 
challenges women face in accessing credit. The analysis of the data revealed that, majority being 26% of 
the respondents indicated lack of collateral to be the leading barrier to women’s access to credit. This 
finding reiterates the vulnerability of women along the borderland areas as they lack collateral in the form 
of assets for loans. Aside from the lack of collateral, 23.81% of respondents identified high interest rates as 
a barrier to women’s access to credit. Another 23.81% of respondents indicated that the lack of financial 
literacy also limits access to credit for women. These findings are illustrated in Figure 12.  Hence, to 
improve access to credit for women there is the need to extend financial literacy education to women while 
subsidizing interest rates on loans for women producers in the communities. 

Figure 12: Challenges women face in accessing credit

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.6.2.5 Common Legal Barriers for Youths to Access Credit 

The growing youth population in Ghana offers the potential for human capital dividends when the right 
investment is made. However, the youth become vulnerable to all sorts of deviant behaviours when fewer 
economic opportunities are offered to them. Given the enormous opportunities in the study area in terms 
of agricultural cultivation, access to credit to the youth will be a game changer as most of them lack 
financial resource for production activities. The results in figure 6.6 examine the common barriers for 
youth’s access to credit. The survey revealed that, majority of the respondents (38.89%) indicated limited 
financial literacy as the major barrier to access to credit. This was followed by inadequate credit history 
recognition (22.22%) since most of them do not have any history of collecting loan and repaying back on 
time. This situation makes the youth less favoured for credit by financial institutions. These barriers 
prevent the youth from expanding and sustaining their production activities, which reduces their economic 
empowerment. As a result, they become more vulnerable to recruitment by violent extremist groups in the 
region. Additionally, 16.67% of the respondents noted that age restrictions on credit agreements further 
limit the youth’s access to credit. .

45

Preventing and Responding to Violent Extremism in the Atlantic Corridor: Value-chain Identification and 
Baseline Survey Assessment in Ghana



Figure 13: Challenges Youths face in accessing credit

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.6.3 Logistical Challenges to Producers and Processors

Transportation plays a crucial role in the production value chain, as it facilitates the movement of farm 
inputs and produce. Given the poor condition of roads in the study communities, the use of tricycles or 
"motorking" has become increasingly important. Farmers have found these vehicles to be robust and 
effective for transporting inputs such as fertilizers and chemicals. Also, most of the producers admitted to 
the use of tricycle in carrying their farm produce. One of the respondents expressed, “We use the tricycle 
(motorking) often. Whoever has a bike also uses it to transport the products or inputs” (male producer).” 
However, in some instances, a few producers indicated the use of tractors in carrying their farm produce.

The primary logistical challenges faced by producers in the value chain include limited access to essential 
farm machinery, such as millers for processing their harvest. Additionally, there is a shortage of 
transportation options, like tricycles, and the rental fees for available tricycles are often high. These 
factors together hinder efficient production and transportation. Additionally, low supply of farm inputs 
and inadequate storage facilities were identified as major challenges. These issues further complicate the 
production process and affect the quality and availability of produce. A sample of quotes from 
respondents highlighting these findings is shown below. : 
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Inadequate tricycles … they're unavailable when needed the most and if available the cost unbearably to 
high” (male producer).

“Lack of transport machines, High cost of inputs and Inadequate supplies of inputs” (female producer)

In terms of challenges related to inventory management during the production phase, most of the 
producers indicated there are no such challenges, given the nature of their production practices 
(subsistence). 

4.6.4 Technological Barriers 

The adoption of technologies in production practices has increasingly become important among 
smallholder farmers. This is because of low yields associated with climate variability. The study found that 
farmers have adopted different kinds of innovation from pre-harvest to post-harvest phases of their 
production cycle. For pre-harvest preparation, most producers in the selected districts reported 
purchasing sacks, building silos and barns, and acquiring personal protective equipment (such as 
Wellington boots and gloves) as well as sickles in preparation for harvesting. . Additionally, some farmers 
indicated that the crops are left to dry on the farm before harvesting. Regarding specific techniques and 
technologies for harvesting, the majority of the farmers relied on manual harvesting using sickles and 
uprooting by hand. However, a few indicated using improved machinery like combine harvesters and 
tractors. 

“Without the support of using a combine harvester for the rice, we are left with the option to manually 
harvest and beat the rice” (male producer).
 
Other simple tools such as hoes and cutlasses are used in harvesting by farmers too.  In preserving the 
produce after harvesting, drying crops on a concrete floor was found to be an idle practice by producers 
given that storage facilities are expensive to construct. Following the above synthesis, there are 
technological barriers to harvesting machines such as tractors and combine harvesters, which are costly. 
There is also a lack of in-depth knowledge of the use of modern harvesting tools etc. “Because it's 
expensive and most of us can't afford to buy them” (male producer ). 

For crop yield practices, majority of the farmers adopted integrated farming practices such as crop 
rotation, good agronomic practices, early planting, use of improved seeds, and application of fertilizer.

4.6.5  Market Challenges

Labour policies and regulations are very important to direct the actions and intentions of parties involved 
in economic exchange. However, there are no existing labour policies regulating employers and 
employees within the context of production activities in the study areas. In terms of the quality of labour, 
there is a high demand for specific skills needed for the local labour market of the agriculture value chain. 
These skills include but are not limited to processing skills, physical strength, managerial, organisational 
skills, machine operational skills like driving and the ability to use the hand-held planters. Despite the 
demand for these skills, there are no established centers to train individuals for the labor market. 
Producers expressed a strong need for more human resources in the local labor market, highlighting the 
importance of setting up training facilities to meet this growing demand. centers
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4.6.6 Security Issues

Peace and security are needed to co-create an enabling environment for production activities. However, 
the study found that security issues are a challenge within the study communities and have direct 
repercussions on the livelihood of households. The intermittent conflicts in these areas culminate in the 
destruction of farms, displacement of families, loss of properties, and disruption of supply chain activities 
of farm inputs. The quote below supports these assertions.

“Destroyed crops, theft and displacement issues are problems for us (female producer). “The disturbances 
at Lukula sometime ago affected my productivity” (female producer)

4.6.7 Recommendations to Challenges to Producers and Processors

1. Improve access to financial resources for smallholder farmers particularly women and youth in the 
communities by:

• Extending financial literacy education to women and youth in the communities.

• Establishing Village Savings and Loans Scheme (VLSA) in communities to promote access 
to credit with fewer restrictions.

• Farm insurance should be instituted to reduce farmers' risk against natural disasters like 
fire outbreaks and flooding.

• Credit to farmers should be made available at low interest rates and priority should be 
given to women.

2. Government should subsidize farm inputs supply such as the provision of fertilizer, improved 
seedlings tractor services, “motorking” for transport of farm produce, motorbikes to aid easy 
access to farms, etc.

3. This will enhance the availability and accessibility of productive resources such as farm inputs 
across the production value chain.

4. Build capacities of agriculture extension agencies to train and educate youth farmers on modern 
agricultural practices and new technologies usage.

4.7 Challenges to Inputs Suppliers Value Chain Actors

Input suppliers are essential sources of productive resources such as fertilizers, chemicals (weedicides, 
pesticides), improved seedlings, etc. These  value chain actors are very instrumental to the production 
value chains as they ensure the constant supply of inputs for production activities and processes. This 
objective seeks to examine the challenges of the supply side of the value chain actors that enhance the 
production of the three identified value chain crops. The findings will inform evidence-based strategies 
that will improve the supply of inputs for production activities.

4.7.1 Financial Challenges to Inputs Suppliers Value Chain Actors

Finances play a critical role in the sustainability of the supply of inputs for production activities. For 
financial challenges of input suppliers, this section examined access and type of financial services, level 
of satisfaction of financial services accessed, presence and proximity of financial institutions, and barriers 
to financial credit.
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4.7.1.1 Access and Type of Financial Service

Access to finance by input suppliers is very important for the sustenance of their businesses. The survey 
revealed that, of the sixteen input suppliers interviewed, 56% indicated access to financial services. 
However, 25% of the input suppliers indicated not having access to financial services. For the type of 
financial services accessed in the last six months, the majority (39.13%) indicated to have saved with 
financial institutions while 34.78% indicated to have gone for some kind of loan or credit. Furthermore, 
17.39% accessed financial advisory services.

Figure 14: Access and type of financial services by Input suppliers 

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.7.1.2 Level of Satisfaction of Financial Services Accessed

This section explored whether input suppliers who accessed financial services were satisfied or not. The 
data from the survey revealed that more than half of the respondents (64%) who accessed any one of the 
financial services indicated they were not satisfied for reasons such as high interest rates and difficulty in 
filling out credit forms. Hence, credit or loan facilities at a reduced interest rate should be promoted among 
input suppliers. On the contrary, 36% of the respondents indicated they were satisfied with financial 
services. The reasons were that they were able to keep their money with the financial institutions and also 
the financial advisory provided helped in growing their business.

Figure 15: Satisfaction on Financial Services Accessed

Source: Field, Survey, 2023
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4.7.1.3 Time spent to nearest Bank or Financial Institution

The distance from one’s home or business centre to a financial institution could influence the degree of 
accessing financial services. This section examines how much time one needs to spend to travel to the 
nearest financial institution using their regular form of transport. The survey revealed that, for the farthest 
distance, 25% of the respondents indicated to have spent more than two hours traveling time to the 
nearest bank or financial institution. Similarly, 25% of the respondents also indicated to have spent 
between 30-59 minutes. However, for the closest proximity to a financial institution,19% of the respondents 
indicated to spend less than 15 minutes. This finding suggests that, on average, majority of input suppliers 
spend more than one hour to travel to a financial institution in order to access any form of financial 
services. The time spent could disincentivize input suppliers from accessing financial services, which 
could eventually impact their input stock and, consequently, its availability for producers to purchase.

Figure 16: Traveling time to the nearest financial institutions 

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.7.1.4 Specific Challenges in Obtaining Financial Service by Input Suppliers

This section investigated the challenges input suppliers faced in their bid to obtain financial services. This 
is important because in identifying the specific challenges in obtaining financial services, the prescription 
of evidence-based solutions towards overcoming these challenges will become objective and concise. It is 
also important because in addressing these challenges, input suppliers who do not have access to 
financial services could possibly be accessing financial services. 

The survey revealed that, 28.2% of the respondents indicated high interest rates and loans fees as the 
pressing challenge faced in obtaining financial services.  This was followed by 15.38% of respondents 
indicating limited access to banking institutions, insufficient financial literacy, and limited skills or training 
in budget and business plan management /development respectively. Also, bureaucratic hurdles in the 
application process (12.82%) and limited access to information (10.26%) were quite a challenge for input 
suppliers in obtaining financial services. 

Therefore, any intervention to enhance access to financial services for input suppliers should focus on 
subsidizing interest rates, providing financial literacy education, and ensuring that financial institutions 
are more accessible to them.
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Figure 17: Specific challenges in obtaining financial services by Input Suppliers

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Additionally, in Figure 6.11, the obstacles to obtaining loans from friends and family were examined. The 
majority of respondents (28%) indicated that limited financial capacity was the primary obstacle, as family 
and friends often lack the resources to lend money to input suppliers. The second most significant 
obstacle, cited by 16.28% of respondents, was strained personal relationships. Input suppliers expressed 
that, due to the fear of damaging personal relationships, it is often difficult for friends and family to offer 
financial assistance in times of need. 

Figure 18: Primary obstacles in obtaining loans from friends and family by Input Supplier

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.7.1.5 Challenges Women face in accessing Credit 

This section explores the views of input suppliers on the challenges  women face in their bid to access 
credit. The survey revealed that, documentation requirement (22.22%) was the  key challenge that 
women faced. Thus, women oftentimes do not have the documents needed for credit approval. This was 
followed by property ownership law (19.44%) and inheritance laws (16.67%). These barriers to women’s 
access to credit potentially hinder their efforts to expand their businesses and improve their livelihoods, 
making them less economically empowered and more vulnerable. . 
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Figure 19: Challenges Women face in accessing Credit

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Figure 20: Common Legal Barriers for Youths to Access Credit

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.7.2 Common Legal Barriers for Youths to Access Credit 

Access to credit among youth is very important to develop their entrepreneurial ideas or vision. Ghana has 
a potential labour force given its bulk of youthful population. However, access to credit has increasingly 
become a bottleneck for youth in agri-business. This section examines some legal barriers to access to 
credit among youth in the selected areas. The data revealed that, both limited financial literacy (26.32%) 
and inadequate credit history recognition (26.32%) were the most pressing barriers to accessing credit 
among youth. These barriers limit the youth in optimizing their full-scale entrepreneurial potential within 
the agri-business space. Hence, is important the youth are given sound financial education in order to 
access credit. Also, the youth are demographically disadvantaged based on age restrictions on credit 
agreement as 21.05% of the respondents had indicated. 

The youth’s access to credit is very critical in the development of their entrepreneurial intentions. 
However, the youth are persistently challenged with legal barriers to access to credit largely imposed by 
financial institutions and other legislative instruments. This section examines the legal barriers to youth's 
access to credit and related gender disparities.
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Age restrictions on credit agreements were found to limit the youth's access to credit. The survey revealed 
that 50% of both male and female youth alluded that once you are not up to the legal age of 18 years you 
are not entrusted to receive financial assistance from the financial institutions.

For educational and employment limitations, the majority being male (67%) indicated that it has been a 
legal challenge for youth access to credit. That is, the youth’s low educational level coupled with 
unsustainable employment often limits their chances of accessing credit from financial institutions. This is 
because lack of education and limited employment increases their probability of defaulting and makes 
them less attractive for financial services.

Furthermore, limited financial literacy was found to be high among women as 67% of the respondents 
indicated it to be a barrier to female youth's access to credit compared to their male counterparts (33%). 
That is to say, among the youth, females are limited in terms of financial literacy compared to males. 

The general discrimination based on one’s place as a youth heightens the status quo of not being capable 
of managing resources. This perception has undermined the confidence of the youth, thereby limiting their 
access to credit services. Notably, this opinion was exclusively reported among all male youth 
respondents (100%). Inadequate credit history was found to legally limit the youth’s access to credit 
services. That is to say, most financial institutions are only committed to providing some financial services 
based on one’s credit history (repayment history). However, it is important to note that the youth already 
face low incomes and challenges in accessing credit, making it difficult for them to build a good credit 
history. This issue was equally reported by both female and male youth (50%).In conclusion, financial 
literacy programmes should be developed for women to improve their financial literacy. Information 
about opportunities for women and youth should be communicated through groups, associations, and 
local channels. Also, campaigns and sensitization on the roles and capabilities of the youth should be 
encouraged and considered. This will help diffuse the notion that youth are not part of the development 
cadre. Employment opportunities should be made available to both men and women. This will reduce the 
perceived risk of defaulting on loans. Special attention should be given to the youth by financial 
institutions by reviewing the age requirements for accessing credit as well as some other legal or 
institutional requirements. 

4.7.3. Logistical Challenges to Inputs Suppliers Value Chain Actors

The input suppliers value chain actors determine the availability of production inputs such as fertilizers, 
improved seedlings, chemicals, and farm machinery. Their linkage to producers is very essential in 
ensuring that producers have adequate access to product inputs. However, input suppliers are faced with 
some logistical challenges that makes them inefficient in the value chain.

To begin, the business operations of input suppliers are hindered by inadequate vehicles in transporting 
inputs to suppliers. This limitation affects their ability to move inputs from ports or markets to their stores 
efficiently. . The implication of this challenge is that producers do not receive inputs in a timely manner, 
which in turn negatively affects their production and yields. One of the respondents indicated that this 
challenge by highlighting that there was “Inadequate transportation vehicles and bad roads linkage 
between suppliers and producers” (input supplier-female). Similarly, the cost of transporting these inputs 
from wholesalers to the retailers in the districts and communities is very high coupled with deplorable 
roads to these areas. High transportation costs and import duties (input supplier-male). High cost due to, 
inadequate vehicles and very bad roads (input supplier-male). These challenges affect the growth of 
business of input suppliers through little profit margins since cost of transportation is on the high. “It 
hinders our capacity to expand because some cars will just tell you they will not bring your goods if it is 
Funsi road” (input supplier-male).
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In order to ensure that suppliers get the quality of inputs, they give diligence to the sources they buy inputs 
from. Thus,  from sources that are approved by authorities and also carry out checks on the expiry dates of 
the inputs.
 
4.7.4 Regulatory Challenges to Input Suppliers Value Chain Actors

The need to ensure quality inputs with less impact on human lives and the environment must be the utmost 
priority of every supplier. This section inquired about the regulatory barriers input suppliers are faced with. 
The survey revealed that the majority of input suppliers (19.35%) indicated they face challenges related to 
health and safety regulations in the course of their operations. . That is, the regulations in place to ensure 
that farmers or producers are using these inputs within a safe manner are not in place. Thus, the 
regulations to check compliance with the usage of these inputs in the right manner are not enforced or 
checked. For instance, farmers wearing PPEs during spraying is not a practice in these study areas owing 
to poor regulations on health and safety. Hence, the promotion of health and safety education coupled 
with enforcing compliance on the safety protocols on the use of these inputs are very critical in addressing 
this challenge. The other key regulation challenges indicated by the input suppliers were environmental 
regulations (16.13%), product labelling and packaging compliance (16.13%),  import and export regulation 
(12.90%).

Figure 21: Regulatory Challenges to Input Suppliers 

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

The study did not find any import restrictions in terms of tariffs and quotas as almost all the input suppliers 
interviewed do not deal with importation. 

4.7.5 Labour Market Challenges to Inputs Suppliers Value Chain Actors

The survey revealed that there are no labour policies addressing the concerns of employees and 
employers in the input supplier value chain. However, the requisite skills for business operations of input 
suppliers are marketing skills, sales skills, financial management, and knowledge of the use of the 
products. Also, there are no dedicated skills and training centres for the needs of the local labour market in 
the input supply value chain.

4.7.6 Security Issues

The study found that unstable security in the form of conflicts and armed robbery impedes the business 
activities of input suppliers. It is important to note that, conflicts bring about disruption in the supply value 
chain as people's movement are restricted. This means that input suppliers may not be able to move about 
selling or people coming to buy from them. This finding is supported by the following sentiment:
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“It results in losses. I quite remember during the Daboya, Mempeasem, and Lukula misunderstandings, I 
stopped distributing my inputs to these points” (input supplier-male).

Furthermore, during conflicts, people are gripped in fear of moving about doing business in other 
communities or towns. This implies that business revenues will be reduced as volumes of sales drop due to 
restrictions on the movement of buyers and suppliers; “Loss of revenue, reduced credibility and market 
advancement, loss of labour force due to displacement” (input supplier-male). “We fear moving around 
with our products especially me as I move to communities on market days” (input supplier-male). 
“Negative effect on sales” (input supplier-female).

4.7.7 Recommendations to Challenges faced by input supplier value chain actors

To ensure that the activities of input suppliers along the value chain goes uninterrupted, there is the need 
to create an enabling environment that support their business operations. Below are proposed 
recommendations envisaged to promote the growth of the input suppliers.

� Improve access to financial services through the creation of specialized funds targeted at 
supporting input suppliers. This includes accessible funds at low interest rates, and less 
restrictions on the requirements to access especially among women and youth. 

� Provision of vehicles to support the transportation of inputs from one location to another.

� Increase investment in road construction linking input suppliers and users (producers)

� Develop and train input suppliers on financial literacy.

� Also, government should  endeavour to reduce import tariff and regulate market prices for 
products.

� Revision of taxes at regional borders, basic training on how to speak French as a way to increase 
partnership and mentorship since Ghana is surrounded by Francophone countries.

4.8 Challenges to Traders/Retailers Value Chain Actors

Traders and Retailers are important value-addition actors that support the growth of agri-business in 
Ghana. They play a mediating role between producers and consumers within the value chain actors. They 
provide a source of market to producers as they are involved in the training of farm producers 
(domestically and internationally). Hence, the objective to understand their challenges given the 
importance of their role is paramount. This section examines the challenges faced by traders/retailers, 
ranked in order of importance as identified in the survey. It addresses issues related to operational 
challenges, including financial, logistical, regulatory, labor market, and security concerns within the 
context of the study area. 

4.8.1 Operational Challenges to Traders/Retailers Value Chain Actors

The challenges hindering retailers and traders from optimizing their sales for maximum returns focus on 
sales capacity, preservation and packaging, and transactional costs. In terms of sales capacity, the 
survey revealed that, of the 13 traders interviewed, the majority (25.64%) indicated that a lack of financing 
was the main hurdle to their business operations, preventing them from doubling sales. Traders face 
insufficient financial resources to buy farm produce at farm gates and sell it at the market. Additionally, 
17.95% of respondents agreed that infrastructure deficits were a significant concern impacting their sales 
capacity.
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This infrastructure includes quality roads network from farm gates to the market, a warehouse for storage, 
and market spaces to sell their products. Aside from infrastructural deficits, 15.38% of respondents 
indicated both market demand constraints and limited access to markets as challenges in doubling their 
sales respectively. Thus, to ensure that traders and retailers improve their sales capacity, creating an 
enabling environment through the provision of credit and loan facilities for agro-traders and retailers, 
along with improved infrastructure and market regulations, would be effective in addressing these 
challenges.

Figure 22:  Operational Sales Capacity of Retailers/Traders

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Additionally, the survey revealed that 25% of the respondents indicated that the preservation and 
packaging of dairy products did not apply to traders. However, 20.28% admitted that temperature control 
was a challenge in their preservation processes. Further, 12.50% said both moisture absorption and 
microbial growth affected their preservation of dairy products respectively. Furthermore, 16.67% of 
respondents admitted cold chain requirements hindered the preservation of dairy products as it moves 
from one place to the other. 

Figure 23: Packaging and Preservation challenges of dairy Products

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Lastly, on operational challenges, transactional costs were identified as one of the key challenges facing 
retailers/traders. The study revealed that transport cost contributes largely to transactional and 
operational activities as 46.34% of the traders asserted this challenge.  This is true due to the increasing fuel 
prices in the country. Also, the cost of engaging labour to load and off-load farm produce was identified as a 
challenge to traders with 21.43% admitting to this challenge.
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Figure 24: Transactional Challenges 

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.8.2 Financial Challenges to Trader/Retailers Value Chain Actors

For financial challenges of Traders/Retailers, this section examines access and type of financial services, 
level of satisfaction of financial services accessed, presence and proximity of financial institutions, and 
barriers to financial credit to women and youth.

4.8.2.1 Access, Type, and Sources of Financial Service

Accessing funds by traders and retailers is very essential for their business operations in order to keep the 
supply chain sustained. The survey revealed that, of the 13 traders/retailers interviewed, 66% the majority 
indicated to have access to financial services such as loans, credit, and insurance. However, 39% of the 
traders/retailers indicated they do not have access to financial services while 15% don't know about 
financial services. Also, the type of financial services they accessed was investigated. The data revealed 
that the majority (50%) of the respondents indicated to have accessed savings financial services in the last 
six months with financial institutions while 27.27% indicated to have gone for some kind of loans or credit. 
Furthermore, 9.09% accessed financial insurance and financial advisory services respectively.

On the sources of financial services, the majority of the traders/retailers acquired loans from formal 
sources such as the traditional financial institutions (33.33%). This was followed by other sources (26.67%) 
such as community local savings groups and Village Savings and Loans (VSLA). However, about 6.67% of 
the respondents accessed loans from informal sources such as family members or relatives,friends or 
acquaintances, respectively. 
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Figure 25: Access, Type, and Sources of Financial Services by Traders/Retailers 

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Figure 26: Sources of Loans to Traders/Retailers

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.8.2.2 Level of Satisfaction of Financial Services accessed by Traders/Retailer

The level of satisfaction with the financial services provided was assessed among traders/retailers. The 
data from the survey revealed that more than half of the traders/retailers (69%) who accessed financial 
services indicated they were not satisfied citing reasons such as high interest rates, bureaucratic 
processes, and receiving lower-than-expected loan amounts. . Hence, credit or loan facilities at a reduced 
interest rate should be promoted among input suppliers. On the contrary, 31% of the respondents 
indicated they were satisfied with financial services. The reasons were that they were able to receive and 
withdraw money from the financial institutions. 
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4.8.2.3 Time spent to nearest Bank or Financial Institution by Traders/Retailer

The proximity of financial institution potentially could influence their extent of accessing financial 
services. This section examines the traveling time by Traders to the nearest financial institution using their 
regular means of transport for financial services. The data revealed that 27% of the respondents spent 
more than two hours  travelling to the nearest financial institution. Similarly, 26% of the traders indicated 
spending between 30-59 minutes traveling to the nearest financial institution. However, regarding the 
proximity to a financial institution, 20% of the respondents indicated that they spent less than 15 minutes 
traveling to the nearest facility. These findings suggest that, on average, majority of traders/retailer spend 
more than one hour to travel to financial institutions in order to access any form of financial services. This 
amount of time spent could discourage traders/retailer in their decision to access financial services and 
this could eventually affect their operational capacity.

Figure 27: Satisfaction on Financial Services Accessed

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Figure 28: Traveling time to nearest Financial Institutions by Traders/Retailers

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.8.2.4 Specific Challenges in Obtaining Financial Service by Traders/Retailers

This section discusses the challenges traders/retailers faced in their attempt to obtain financial services. 
This is crucial because identifying the specific challenges in obtaining financial services allows for 
evidence-based solutions aimed at overcoming these obstacles. Addressing these challenges could 
potentially enable input suppliers who currently lack access to financial services to begin utilizing them. 
The survey revealed that 38.46% of the traders indicated high interest rates and loans fees as the pressing 
challenge traders are facing in obtaining financial services.  This finding is similar to the case of the 
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producers who found high interest rates and loan fees as  key hindrances to obtaining financial services. 
Also, results of the qualitative interviews showed that many are discouraged from going for financial 
services due to high interest rates leading to their inability to repay the loans. Below are the qualitative 
views expressed: 

Actually, high-interest rate prevents most of us from obtaining credit. The fear is that you may not be able 
to pay up  (female Trader)

It's difficult to repay the loans with higher interest (female Trader)

The impact of the high interest rates and loan fees cannot be underscored as it was found to affect 
business operations and the growth of traders.  Thus, the inadequate access to credit due to high interest 
rates limits traders from accessing capital to buy more farm commodities to retail and make more profits. 
The qualitative data supports this assertion as some respondents were quoted saying:

It lowers productivity  (female Trader),  It limits our growth and development  (female Trader male)  
Reduces sales  (female Trader)

Aside from high interest rates, 23.08% of respondents indicated bureaucratic hurdles in the application 
process and financial literacy and insufficient financial literacy (19.23%). Limited access to banking 
institutions (15.38%) was quite a challenge for traders in obtaining financial services (see Figure 29).

Therefore, any intervention to improve access to financial services for input suppliers should focus on 
subsidizing interest rates, streamlining the loan application process for traders, and providing financial 
literacy education.

Figure 29: Specific Challenges in Obtaining Financial Services by Traders

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

Figure 30 below shows the obstacles in obtaining loans from friends and family. The survey revealed that 
the limited financial capacity of friends and family, and strained personal relationships were the obstacles 
that traders face when obtaining loans from friends and family. Thus, about 19.44% of the respondents 
agreed with this assertion for both obstacles respectively. Furthermore, potential misunderstandings 
(13.89%) were also another obstacle that was found to limit traders  quest to obtain loan from family and 
friends.
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Figure 30: Primary Obstacles in Obtaining Financial Services by Traders/Retailers

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.8.2.5 Challenges Women face in accessing Credit by Traders/Retailers

This section explores the views of traders on the challenges women face in their attempt to access credit. 
The analysis of the survey revealed that lack of collateral (29%) was identified as the key challenge that 
women face in their quest to access credit. That is women often times do not credit worthy in terms of 
collateral to proof surety of loan repayment. Aside lack of collateral, the interest rates charged on the 
loans are very high (23.53%) making it difficult for women to apply for loans. This was followed by a lack of 
financial literacy (17.65%) and a lack of documents (11.76%). These challenges limit women in their quest to 
access credit to expand their livelihoods making them less economically empowered, and thus 
vulnerable. 

Figure 31: Challenges women face in accessing credit

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.8.2.6 Common Legal Barriers for Youths to Access Credit by Traders/Retailers

The commitment of youth towards development is critical. The youth bring exuberance, motivation, and a 
fresh perspective to activities in the community. However, a lack of opportunities and economic resources 
robs them of their potential and makes them vulnerable to societal deviance and vices such as violence. 
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Figure 32: Common Legal Barriers Youth face in accessing credit

Source: Field, Survey, 2023

4.8.3 Logistical Challenges to Trader/Retailers Value Chain Actors

The availability and timely supply of logistics are critical for traders and retailers and more importantly for 
the sustenance of the agri-business value chain activities. One key segment that remained an integral part 
of the traders' and retailers' value chain is the means of transporting farm produce from farm gates to the 
market. The survey revealed that, majority of the traders and retailers relied on tricycles ( motorking ) to 
transport their goods to the market.

However, accessing these means of transportation is very challenging for traders (tricycles and vehicles -
mini tracks). Also, aside from inadequate access to means of transportation, the cost involved in 
transporting commodities is very high (loading and offloading) and coupled with bad road networks from 
farm, communities, and to the markets. These challenges often times lead to unexpected delay in the 
delivery of trader s farm produce to the market. Figure 6.24 illustrates the transportation and nature of 
roads situation in the study areas.

Inadequate vehicles, high cost of transport services,  Lack of transport facilities and bad road,  Bad Road 
network and limited transport facilities  (Traders)
       
One of the logistical challenges traders encounter is the lack of adequate storage facilities. This is a major 
concern because traders often buy farm produce during the harvest season with the intention of selling it 
at higher prices during the off-season to increase their profits. However, securing enough space and 
proper facilities to store crops such as maize, soybeans, and groundnuts proves to be a significant 
challenge. My storage space is small, because I use the same room myself and my daughter sleeps in  
(trader-female)

Critical among them are limited opportunities limited access to credit and other economic resources such 
as access to land. The youth lack access to credit to start their own entrepreneurial businesses and as well 
expand their existing livelihoods. The legal barriers to the youth s access to credit are examined in this 
section from the Retailers /Traders  perspectives. The survey revealed that limited financial literacy (32%) 
as a leading barrier to access to credit. This was followed by inadequate credit history recognition (24%). 
Also, discrimination based on youth (16%) and educational and employment limitations (16%) were 
barriers to the youth s access to credit. These barriers limit the youth from exploring entrepreneurial 
businesses as well as agriculture. Following the above, it is imperative to design credit interventions that 
promote inclusiveness, minimum requirements, financial literacy, and easy access to credit among the 
youth (see Figure 32). 
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In terms of inventory management, the operational structure of most of the traders/ retailers does not 
allow inventory management like booking records or stock records.
 
4.8.4 Regulatory Challenges to Traders/Retailers

The data from the qualitative responses indicated that the majority of the traders/retailers in the study 
area do not face trade regulations and are not bound to any trade tariffs. This is because traders in the 
study area mostly trade statically and do not engage in exports. However, a few traders involved in 
soybean production expressed concerns about the recent strict regulations on soybean exportation, 
which have negatively impacted their business.  This finding corroborates with the views of the Plant 
Protection and Regulatory Services Directorate that indicates that the  Export and Import   Restrictions on 
Exportation of Soya Bean, Regulation 2020 (L.I. 2432) is administered by a seven-member Soya Bean 
Export Permit Committee, which acts as a regulatory task force .1

4.8.5 Labour Market Challenges

In terms of policy regulatory framework, the traders/retailers all indicated that there is no labour policy 
addressing the needs and concerns of both employers and employees in their business operations. This 
suggests the degree of informality among traders/retailer value chain actors. A, a few of the respondents 
indicated not having any idea about what labour policy was.  I'm illiterate and have no idea about labour 
policy  (Female trader).

Despite the lack of formal labor policies for traders and retailers of agricultural products, their activities 
and business operations still require a certain level of skill. . The survey revealed that, majority of the 
traders said marketing and communication skills are in high demand within the local labor market. Thus, 
the ability to communicate and market your products is often needed in the selling of farm products. 
Financial skills such as bookkeeping are skills required for the traders/retailer value chain actors. 
Furthermore, women s skills such as processing skills and the youth s ability to drive tricycles were also 
found to be essential skills within the traders/retailer value chain actors. Samples of the qualitative views 
are stated below:

Marketing, communication skills and ability to make sales (male trader),  Bookkeeping training (female 
Trader), and  Women skilled with processing skills and also youth that drive tricycles (female Trader)

Moreover, there are no dedicated skills training and education centers or institutes that cater to the needs 
of the local labor market. However, there was a high perception of the need for more human resources in 
the local labor market. Yes, we need some training, especially during the peak of farming(trader-male). 
Hence, building skill training centers will go a long way to boost the human resources needed to engage in 
the retail of agricultural products.

4.8.6 Security Issues

As indicated by some respondents during the interviews, conflict outbreaks have had dire consequences 
on the business operations of traders/retailers. Thus, the advent of conflicts limits the movement of traders 
from one location to the other , disrupting the business ecosystem. Aside the limitation in human 
movement and for that matter goods, conflicts has led to the loss of businesses where some individuals 
had their storage burnt to ashes. Also, conflict issues in the selected study areas have led to the 

1https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/govt-restricts-maize-soya-beans-exports-policy-to-ensure-food-security.html
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displacement of people from their locations. Some selected sample quotes are stated below:

It makes it difficult for us to even transport our products to some markets (female trader),  My shop got 
burnt and I have lost a huge chunk of my capital. Business has been moving slowly ever since June this 
year  (trader-male) and  Loss of shea nuts, destruction of the shed and displacement.  (female trader)

4.8.7 Recommendations

To make traders and retailers more efficient in the supply chain, there is a need for a holistic and integrated 
approach toward supporting agri-business activities. The following proposed recommendations are 
deemed to improve retailers  business activities:

•  To boost the capital base of traders, financial support in the form of credit facilities at relatively low       
interest rates should be provided to traders to boost their business activities. This could be done  
through the “establishment of loan schemes with less interest rate for traders who engaged in these 
activities” (trader-male),

•  Specialized loan scheme tailored towards agri-businesses traders.

•  Given the nature of roads from farm gates to the markets, the government should construct good 
roads linking farming communities to market centers. 

•  Transport should be made accessible. Tricycles should be supplied to agri-business traders at a 
subsidised prices for the purposes of carrying goods from farms to the markets.

•  Educational and technical training should be provided for employees in the retail value chain 
actors.  Areas of training should include financial literacy, marketing, and communication, etc.

•  The government should provide a sound trading policy environment that will motivate retailers to 
consider exporting. Further, the government should focus on creating market opportunities and 
providing subsidies on farm inputs for the producers (farmers). 
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5. Key supporting functions 
and rules for the market 
systems development across 
the specific value chains
Market Systems Development (MSD) is an approach to economic development designed to benefit the 
poor by addressing underlying market failures that contribute to poverty and limit opportunities for 
growth . It focuses on making market systems more inclusive and efficient, ensuring that they work better 
for the poor, women, youth, and other marginalized groups. For the specific value chains (cereal/legumes, 
vegetables, and shea), the MSD approach  focuses on creating, strengthening, and maintaining market 
systems that enable smallholders and businesses to improve productivity, increase incomes, and 
enhance food security. Also, implementing the MSD approach requires a deep understanding of the 
specific market context, creativity in designing interventions, and patience to see systemic changes 
unfold. It is a complex process, but when done correctly, it can lead to sustainable economic development 
that lifts large numbers of people out of poverty. This section therefore examines key supporting functions 
of marketing systems that need to be developed and the rules that pertains to its effectiveness. 

5.1 Access to Finance

Access to finance is one key function that could unlock the marketing potentials of the cereal/legume, 
vegetable, and shea value chains. It has emerged that financial constraint, or lack of access to credit has 
affected the production and retail operations of the value chain actors in the specific value chain 
agriculture sector thereby limiting their production and marketing scope.  This finding suggests that 
facilitating access to financial services will ensure that smallholder farmers and traders/retailers in the 
cereal/legumes, vegetables, and shea value chain could invest in productivity-enhancing technologies 
and practices that will boost their production , expand their market share and profitability. The rule of 
thumb to develop this market system functionality is to develop financial products tailored to the needs of 
the agricultural sector, including seasonal lending schedules and risk-sharing mechanisms. This includes 
gender-responsive tailormade financial products, guarantee funds, and concessionary facilities. Such 
interventions will ensure that smallholders, entrepreneurs, and businesses have access to financial 
products and services (savings, credit, insurance) that are appropriate to their needs and operations. 
Additionally, the framework for access to financial services should prioritize inclusivity, ensuring that 
market development benefits a broad range of participants, particularly  the poor, women, and 
marginalized groups.

5.2 Infrastructure Development

The infrastructure needed to optimize the marketing of the cereal/legume, vegetable, and shea value 
chain are in insufficient. Good infrastructural development like roads and storage facilities are important 
linkages from production to the market. However, the deplorable state of the road and lack of storage 
facilities are making the marketability of these value chain crops difficult. To develop the market systems 
for these value chain crops, improving physical infrastructure (roads) and soft infrastructure 
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(marketplaces, information platforms) will reduce transaction costs and increase market accessibility.

5.3 Capacity Building and Technical Assistance 

The development of human capacity through skill enhancement will go a long way to improve the 
practices of the value chain actors for these specific value chain crops. Thus, enhancing the skills and 
capabilities of all market actors, including the poor, to participate effectively in the market is crucial. This 
can be achieved through targeted training, education, and technical assistance programmes. Market 
failures arising from low skills will be addressed by these supporting functional strategies. The rule of 
thumb is that these trainings should be delivered in an inclusive manner that reaches marginalized 
groups, including women and youth. 

Further, these solutions should be commercially viable in the long term, without external support and 
other wide range of stakeholders (private sector, government, NGOs, communities) could leverage 
resources, expertise, and networks for training and technical assistance. 

5.4 Policy and Regulatory Framework 

Creating a suitable policy environment and regulatory framework will help expand market opportunities 
for input suppliers, producers, and traders. Policies that facilitate export and enhance the competitiveness 
of cereal/legumes, vegetables, and shea products in regional and global markets should be instituted. 
Such policies should reduce trade  barriers and harmonize standards and regulations with trading 
partners. The guiding principle for developing a functional market system should be that policies are 
evidence-based, developed through consultative processes, and designed to support the inclusion of 
smallholders in markets..
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6. Identified programmatic 
livelihood interventions for 
value chains with potential for 
employment opportunities 
6.1 Programmatic Implications and Recommendations
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7. Risk Assessment and 
Mitigation Strategies
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7.1 Measurements for Levels of Risks
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8. Conclusions and 
Recommendations
8.1 Conclusions

This is a report of UNDP’s programme on preventing and responding to violent extremism. It assesses and 
analyses the existing socioeconomic conditions and sources of livelihood while underscoring gaps, 
challenges, and opportunities for women and youth in 13 communities in the five northern regions of 
Ghana. It further identifies value chains with best commercial potentials in the 10 selected districts. 
Moreover, it presents the prevailing baseline and outlines recommendations for setting targets and 
designing intervention projects as mitigation for the challenges and their implementation. The results of 
the study revealed major livelihood challenges confronting the youth and women, which were further 
accentuated by the components of the value chains considered. 

The study found that there is plentiful land and ideal temperatures for growing agriproducts. Further 
agricultural value chains dominate the value chains with viable commercial potential in the northern part 
of Ghana. Ghana's five northern regions offer a solid base for robust value chains. The area is renowned 
for its vast array of vegetables, cereals & legumes, and non-traditional agriculture like shea value chains, 
which support biodiversity and accommodate various consumer tastes. Therefore, strengthening the 
agricultural value chains in these communities could be a way of boosting the livelihood of the people 
since they serve as a main source.

After analysing the SWOTs, it was deduced and recommended to focus on cereals and legumes (maize, 
rice, sorghum/millet, soybean, cowpea, groundnut), non-traditional agriculture (shea, dawadawa, 
baobab), vegetables (tomatoes, onion, pepper), livestock (poultry production & animal husbandry), roots 
& tubers (yam, cassava, sweet potatoes) value chains according to the order they have been presented 
here. These value chains have significant potential to create opportunities for youth and women in 
agribusiness (which is predominant in the selected 13 communities), considering factors such as market 
demand, existing strengths, opportunities for value addition, ease of production with limited resources, 
and market access.
An engagement with key stakeholders including experts concluded that a comprehensive and context-
specific strategy that acknowledges the particular opportunities and challenges faced by each 
community is necessary for the successful implementation of livelihood interventions through 
commercialized agricultural value chains. It was asserted that regular feedback and adaptive 
management are needed to deal with shifting conditions and guarantee sustainability over the long run. 
Therefore, there is a need to have a strong monitoring, evaluation, and learning system in place when 
implementing interventions.

The highlight is that the majority of the population in the target area comprises adult youth and women, 
who are mostly at risk of displacement migration, and recruitment for unhealthy activities such as 
violence. Access to socio-economic variables such as employment opportunities, income levels, and 
resources is limited, while the majority aspire for decent livelihoods despite the dearth of infrastructure to 
utilize opportunities in the agriculture value chain. The government of Ghana’s ‘Planting for Food and Jobs 
2.0 Policy’ presented an opportunity for a comprehensive policy aimed at these areas, but it provides 
limited entry points for gender inclusion, climate change, security and peace . 
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Furthermore, the report reveals that the low levels of socio-economic variables are attributable to 
inadequate funding, stringent qualification criteria for credit, limited knowledge of trade, limited collateral 
options, and gender power imbalances. The scarcity of resources among economically active 
respondents makes improved livelihoods unattainable. Hence, it is crucial to address the challenges with 
tailor-made interventions that address them with a case-by-case approach.

The top three value chains selected may not be exhaustive but for this work’s scope and the factors 
considered, these were prominent. The selected communities for the study are spread across diverse 
geographical areas characterised by different kinds of activities and value chains. Not all commodities or 
value chains were considered, as the focus was on the most prominent and common ones across all the 
communities. However, other commodities, such as sesame and okra, emerged as significant in areas like 
Pido, Funsi, and Buffiama in the Upper West Region. Additionally, cowpea and groundnuts were widely 
relevant across the communities under consideration. The report offers valuable insights and 
recommendations to guide potential interventions aimed at addressing the challenges faced by the 
women, youth, and value chain actors of the thirteen selected communities. 

8.2 Recommendations 

Based on the findings and conclusion of the study, the following recommendations are made:

� It is imperative to address the perceptions of women and youth residing in the borderland areas 
regarding their access to livelihoods. Livelihood opportunities that are predominant in rural 
communities, such as primary agriculture, agro-processing, agribusiness, and technical and 
vocational skills ventures for women and youth in borderland areas including the 13 selected 
communities in northern Ghana, need massive development. Effective measures, such as 
advocacy campaigns and awareness programmes, should be undertaken to enhance the 
entrepreneurial opportunities and livelihoods of women and youth. Such initiatives will facilitate 
awareness and acceptance of these opportunities, thereby potentially discouraging extremist 
groups from targeting these areas.

� To address the challenges, gaps, and unexplored opportunities that hinder women and youth from 
accessing livelihood supports within targeted value chains, it is imperative to facilitate market 
access and access to financial resources and promote financial literacy. Training and capacity 
development also need to be conducted to boost competencies and develop skills to close the 
indicated skills gap by the respondents. To achieve this goal, partnerships and investments must 
be fostered to enhance the capacity of Village Savings and Loans schemes to lend more 
effectively. By doing so, we can enable these groups to realize their full potential and contribute to 
the economic growth of their communities.

� To enhance resilience against violent extremism, the linkages of the agriculture value chains need 
to be strengthened to boost production and business operations across the value chains. The 
specific needs of the components such as input supply, production, processing, and marketing 
need  context specific interventions. Women and youth farmers must have access to low-interest 
credit facilities, which could be championed through the development and strengthening of 
cooperatives and associations by international organizations like UNDP, IFAD, GIZ, FAO, among 
others. The international and nongovernmental development organisations as well as CSOs could 
be brought together with the UNDP taking the lead to influence policies. This may include 
advocating for government subsidies like lifting heavy taxes on farm inputs such as fertilizer, 
improved seedlings, tractor services, and transportation options. This will increase the availability 
of resources along the agricultural value chain.
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� Special funds such as guarantee schemes and concessionary facilities with low interest should be 
created to improve access to financial services for input suppliers, especially women and youth, 
thus contributing to the development of market systems across specific value chains and boosting 
their growth.

� It is vital to put in place livelihood interventions for value chains aimed at creating employment 
opportunities for vulnerable populations. This can be achieved by supporting transportation, and 
infrastructure, increasing road networks, and advocating for reduced import tariffs.

� To strengthen resilience against violent extremism, promoting cross-border partnerships and 
creating frameworks, capacity development activities, facilities, and services that boost business 
development will help locals to take advantage of the African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) to widen their markets.

� Measures could be put in place to ensure information flow about available opportunities for 
women and youth. These opportunities could involve access to financing facilities and offers from 
impact investors and financial institutions. This can be facilitated through groups, associations, 
and the involvement of local and community opinion leaders. .

� Services associated with the various value chains such as farmer-based services, tractor services, 
and skilled labor should be actively considered. Based on this rationale, Agricultural-TVET should 
be primarily developed to enhance the technical competencies of the youth in agricultural value 
chains.  
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Appendices
Appendix 1: Criteria for Selecting Value Chains

• Diversification into the farming system
• Capacity to provide jobs
• Scale of production
• Sustainability (TEES-Technical, Economic, Environmental, and Social) Test
• Gender Acceptability
• Problems it addresses (Food Security, Income generation, Cultural)

Appendix 2: Value Chains Under Consideration
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Cereals and Legumes value chains
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Cereals and Legumes value chains

80

Preventing and Responding to Violent Extremism in the Atlantic Corridor: Value-chain Identification and 
Baseline Survey Assessment in Ghana



Cereals and Legumes value chains
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Cereals and Legumes value chains
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Cereals and Legumes value chains
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Cereals and Legumes value chains
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Vegetables value chains
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Fruits value chains
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Fruits value chains
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Livestock value chains
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Livestock value chains
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Non-traditional Agriculture value chains
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Non-traditional Agriculture value chains
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Recommendations/Action plan/Learning for Shea
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Non-traditional Agriculture value chains
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Recommendations/Action plan/Learning for Dawadawa
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Non-traditional Agriculture value chains
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Recommendations/Action Plan/Learning for Baobab
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Appendix 3: Highlights of views shared by Technical Agricultural Experts at the workshop.

Insights from the discussions with agricultural extension officers & directors, district business advisory 
officers, producers, processors, aggregators, and marketers have been gathered under implementation 
strategies as follows in the next subsections. A summary of the outcome of brainstorming on the key value 
chains has been outlined in the PowerPoint presentation attached to the community emersion workshop 
report.  The outcome of the brainstorming has been  outlined under the categories, Problems, Suggested 
Solutions, and Actions for Learning as captured in the Annex PowerPoint with the heading ‘Recap of 
brainstorming on value chains in the selected 13 communities.’

The advantages of a well-integrated and well-functioning value chain system were emphasized, including 
better market access, higher farmer incomes, and increased agricultural productivity as a whole. 
However, the Agricultural experts underscored certain challenges faced by input suppliers, producers, 
processors, marketers and distributors. These were captured under the broad themes including, farmers' 
restricted access to markets, ineffective handling and processing of postharvest food, weak adoption of 
technology and information, inadequate linkages between agribusiness companies and farmers, as well 
as concerns about environmental sustainability.

The experts also gave their input in developing collaborative solutions to the challenges that were found 
through the brainstorming session and focus group discussions. Among the key strategies highlighted 
were the formation of robust farmer-based associations and cooperatives, the adoption of precision 
farming technology, enhancing knowledge transfer and efficient extension services, improving post-
harvest processing and storage facilities such as community-shared resources, and promoting market 
access through public-private partnerships. Suggested Implementation Strategies from the Expert group 
present.

A comprehensive and context-specific strategy that acknowledges the peculiar opportunities and 
challenges faced by each community is necessary for the successful implementation of livelihood 
interventions through commercialized agricultural value chains. The experts argued that it takes regular 
feedback and adaptive management to deal with shifting conditions and guarantee sustainability over 
the long run. They therefore suggested the following implementation strategies for livelihood 
interventions:

1. Relevant stakeholder involvement and Participation: Involve all pertinent stakeholders such as 
farmers, processors, local communities, NGOs, government organizations, and businesses in the 
design and implementation of interventions. This approach could be adopted to work on the 
mindset of the people in the local communities by disabusing their minds of certain unhealthy 
myths. 

2. Capacity Building for key actors of the value chain: To improve the competencies and knowledge 
of farmers and community members, there should be the offer of training and capacity-building 
programmes in mechanisms that increase total productivity, value addition, contemporary 
farming methods, and sustainable agricultural practices.

3. Catalyst for Value Addition: To boost the financial returns from agricultural products, value-adding 
and processing operations should be introduced. For instance, this could be done through the 
creation of small-scale processing facilities in the neighborhood to give raw materials more value, 
boosting revenue and generating jobs.
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4. Infrastructure Development: To increase agricultural productivity and lower post-harvest losses, 
there should be investment in essential infrastructure like roads, storage facilities, and irrigation 
systems. Additionally, facilitating easier access to financial services and credit so that farmers can 
invest in their operations will help them to increase their yield.

5. Market Access and Connections: To guarantee a consistent demand for their produce, farmers, 
and markets should be connected through the formation of alliances with cooperatives, 
agribusinesses, aggregators, business advisory service providers and other industry participants 
to give the various components of value chains in community, long-term access to markets.

6. Close Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning: Interventions that are implemented should be closely 
monitored, and learning made from evaluations should influence reviews and future steps to 
ensure the achievement of desired results. 

7. Localized and Tailor-made Financial Products: Key financial institutions involved in development 
and Agricultural finance should be brought on board to design specific financial facilities targeted 
at communities involved in Agribusiness. This may include guaranteed and concessionary loan 
facilities, as well as the Village Savings and Loans (VSLAs) approach. 

8. Resilience to Climate Change and Sustainability: Encourage environmentally conscious and 
climate change-resilient farming methods by implementing climate-smart agricultural practices to 
lessen the effect of climatic variability on crop yields.

9. Gender Mainstreaming and Social Inclusion: Programmes should be designed to ensure that 
women and young people, among other marginalized groups, are included in all phases of 
intervention through gender-responsive tactics to address the unique requirements and limitations 
that women in agricultural value chains face. This needs to be intentionally inclusive.

10. Activism for Supportive Policies: International organizations, NGOs, and relevant bodies should 
encourage the development of local and national policies that uphold the sustainability of 
agricultural value chains, agribusiness, and the interests of smallholder farmers. International 
organizations could bring government to the table in an attempt to influence policies in the most 
positive ways.

11. Networking, Collaboration, and Decentralization of Systems: Networking and cooperation among 
research institutions, and governmental and non-governmental organizations should be fostered 
to maximize resources and expertise. This could be done through the creation of farmer-based 
cooperatives or groups to promote resource sharing, peer learning, and group decision-making.

12. Research and Development (R&D) promotion: Research should also be decentralized in Ghana. 
For instance, currently, the Cocoa Research Institute in Bole has developed a grafted shea 
seedling. They are the only notable institution studying shea, unlike cocoa. University for 
Development Studies located in the northern part of the country could establish a Shea research 
center and develop effective grafting methods to promote early growth and development.
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Appendices 4: Meeting with the World Food Programme (WFP)

A meeting with officials of the World Food Programme in Tamale was organised to get insights into the 
operations of the WFP in the five northern regions of Ghana. The consultant of UNDP’s PVE project met 
with WFP’s officials, Mr. Alexander Osei-Yeboah and Desmond Twumasi on Monday 18th December 2023 
at the office of the WFP. 

At the start of the meeting, the consultant explained the reason for the meeting as getting insights from the 
WFP officials about their operations in the area and their views on the various agricultural value chains. 
The officials of WFP on their part spoke about the mission of the WFP as being the foremost humanitarian 
organization that works with communities to enhance resilience and nutrition while also saving and 
transforming lives. The WFP was granted the Nobel Peace Prize in 2020 in recognition of its work to end 
hunger, improve peace in areas affected by conflict, and lead the charge against the use of hunger as a 
weapon of war or conflict. This sounded like being in synchronization with the goal of the PVE project of 
the UNDP. 

The WFP officials identified maize and rice value chains as being the top crops for many of the women in 
the northern area of the country.  Concerning legumes, they mentioned groundnut as the top value chain, 
followed by soybean and cowpea. According to the officers, these products involve easy production, have 
good markets, and possess strong appeal to marketers and consumers across the country. The other 
value chain they mentioned was the vegetables, with pepper coming as the top product ahead of 
tomatoes and onion. They are produced using efficient methods and have strong market appeal. Shea 
was also identified as being relevant for the women since they are the ones who are mostly involved in the 
picking, production, and processing. The officers of the WFP however identified the following as some of 
the major challenges that the people involved in the value chain face. 

• Lack of access to equipment for harvesting and for developing land for production

• Birds eating the plants of seedlings, especially maize and rice.

• Value addition challenges. For instance, rice is sold in the paddy form, which gives a low price as 
there are inefficiencies in milling. 

• Access to productive lands for women

• Logistics challenges, especially for transport due to bad access roads and small quantities.

• Post-harvest management challenges.

• Road network challenges, especially for the Northeast Region, where they grow  more rice.
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